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Self Panaing Sponsor 





KTOK 
as Little nie’s. Operating. two 
hoftiaCity, advertiser has everythi 
a sample of the spiel that is bring 


out for your tires...Bennie keeps 
way so you'll have a puncture or b 


building‘one....Don’t ever let him 
my life saw so much rotten wood 





iring a reghlar daily broadcast for a local sponsor known 


to see how much of the stuff is true: 

‘Even if I had a model T Ford I wouldn’t let Little Bennie service 
it....In the first place, I've heard that he waters the gasoline until 
it will hardly fire at all...I’m telling you Little Bennie will hook 
you every chance jhe gets....If you should ever drive in there watch 


‘I told. you something about the trailers that Little Bennie has 
awhile ago, but I happened to be down there yesterday when he was 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 12. 


gas stations near downtown Okla- 
ng done in ‘reverse English.’ Here’s 
ing cars in lines to the station just 


glass and tacks all over the drive- 
low out.... 


palm one off on you....I never in 
nailed onto such a rusty frame.’ 








Rodeos Self-Styled ‘Amateur’ Shows 
Despite Purses; Has Big, Small Time 





4 


Rodeo shows are considered the 
second largest grossers among out- 
door amateur sports in the country. 
Estimated the annual gross of rodeos 
to be between $1,000,000-$1,500,000 
each year. College football is rated 
the leading amateur b.o. 

Rodec is considered by thosé con- 
nected with it to be an amateur 
sport, since there are no salaries for 
the performers and _ contestants. 
They compete for cash prizes, but 
consider the sport an amateur one. 
Entrants in rodeos are not only on 
their own, but must pay entrance 
fees. 

The annual Madison Square Gar- 
den show, which is now on, is a 
Proposition jointly handled by the 
Garden and the World’s Champion- 
ship Rodeo Corp. Everett E. Col- 
born is manager of the latter, with 


(Continued on page 63) 


H. G. Wells Taking No 
Chances on His Own 
U.S. Concert Future 


Kansas City, Oct. 12. 
H. G. Wells may go in heavy for 
long-range prophecy but apparently 








he doesn’t care to be bothered with | 


hazarding guesses about his own 
hear future. 
the law. 

The British author opens his 
American lecture tour with a date 
—e Nov. 1, under auspices of The 
Venter, Center management re- 
Celved these questions from Wells’ 
Tepresentative: 

‘Will the microphone and voice 
amplification be without flaw? 

Will an electric light for the 
Speaker be of at least 100-watt in- 


tensity, yet shaded properly so as) 


= to annoy the audience? 

Will a throat specialist be avail- 
able in case of throat irritation in 
the speaker?’ 

British tact being what it is, the 
above were not interpreted as inter- 
75¢ by’ The Center 


Instead he lays down | 





Garbo’s $3,800,000 Pic 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Top cost for one film production 
since ‘Ben-Hur’ is estimated to be 
Greta Garbo’s ‘Conquest.’ Those 
close to the budget are figuring on a 
$3,800,000 outlay for the pic. 

That’s only $200 below that of 
‘Ben-Hur.’ 


WAR SCARE MAY 
COST THE B.0.3 
$1,000,000 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

America locks like a pushover 
audience as far as war talk is con- 
cerned. Did an almost complete 
switch in attitude from Tuesday to 
Wednesday of last week, as the di- 
gestion of President Roosevelt’s talk 
in Chicago progressed. Talk, which 
changed the stance of the people 
from a keep-away policy to a can’t- 
keep-out idea, may cost show busi- 
ness $1,000,000 in grosses this year. 
| No actual drop in business has hit 
the theatres as yet, but operators of 
catering to labor families, 











| 
| 








| houses 


both vaude and pictures, have ex-| 


pressed themselves‘*as expecting the 
effect, if something isn’t done to stop 
| the war scare. 


ODD McINTYRE’S FILM BIOG 
William C. Lengel, formerly east- 
lern story editor for Columbia Pic- 
tures, now in the literary agency 
business, has sold the picture rights 


j of ‘Life of O. O. MclIntyre,’ by 
iCharles B. Driscoll, to Warner 
| Bros. Understood that McIntyre 


'yarn is for immediate production 
and is to be a new type of columnist 
screen pix. 

Story is to appear as a serial in 


.. 
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Nationalistic Restrictions 





Around the World by 
Japan, Germany, Italy, 
Russia, et al., Cut Into 


| American Foreign Film 
| Revenue — Extending 
| U. S.-British Cooperation 
| on Improved Quota Pic- 
| tures, for Mutual Benefit 


| 


|BRITAIN’S BIG CHANCE 


—— 


Back of the recent converging of 
topflight American executives on the 
London scene is a desire to expand 
the foreign market from the British 
Empire sources and thus take up the 
slack created by nationalistic re- 
strictions around the world on 
American films. With Japan’s re- 





cent embargo until Jan. 1, with the 
German political attitude, the Italian 
government’s restrictions, with Rus- 
sia’s market virtually nil and with a 
general condition which has tended 
to minimize U. S. film revenue 
abroad, it’s obvious that the exten- 
sion of Anglo-American film rela- 
tions is the most practical solution. 

British interests look with favor 
on it, also, pwecause, for the first 
time, the quota film situation will be 
treated as seriously as was the Brit- 
ish legislators’ original intent. Thus, 
the trade practice which came about 
with the goshawful ‘quota films,’ that 
were foisted on the public as a neces- 
sary evil, should result in generally 
improved Anglo-American produc- 
tions. 

U. S. resources, Hollywood tech- 
nique and American stars will col- 
laborate with native English finan- 
ciers and producers to the mutual 

(Continued on page 2) 


Garfield Bows Out 
Of $300 Role for $40 
With Group Theatre 


| Voluntary withdrawal Saturday 
| (9) of James Garfield from the cast 
of ‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum, 
N. Y., was doubly sacrificial. Young 
actor not only relinquished a lucra- 
tive engagement but in stepping into 
‘The Manly Art,’ switched from a 











| lead to a minor part. 


| Garfield was getting $300 weekly in 
l‘Time.’ His stipend in the new play 
i will be $40, the part calling for five 
sides. ‘Art’ is being readied by the 
|Group Theatre with whom Garfield 
| was connected and, although the 
\ Time’ management sought to dis- 
isuade him leaving, the actor finally 
declared he owed the Group an obhi- 
| gation and withdrew. 

In so doing he gave up an engage- 
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And No Stage Waits 





Lew Miller and his educated 
police dogs, Pal and King, are 
playing the Broadway sidewalk 


circuit. 
Pooches give auditions for 
passersby, after which Miller 


hands out his card asking for 
bookings. 


‘BENEFIT’ CHIZ 














j 
| 
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ALL OVER 


\ 
New York Theatre Authority’s pro- 
posal for a check-rein on gimmick 
benefits will be okayed within the 
next couple of weeks by the Screen 
Actors Guild, the American Guild 
of Musical Artists and the American 


Federation of Radio Artists. Heads 
and memberships of all three organ- 
izations favor the idea and only 
minor details remain to be worked 
out, one being the question of di- 
vision of the 15% receipts tap. 

Actors Equity and the American 
Federation of Actors (vaude) are al- 
ready cooperating in the scheme, 
which has been in effect for several 
seasons. As the plan works, the 
legitimacy of all benefits must be 
approved by Alan Corelli, TA secre- 
tary, before Equity or AFA members 
may appear. When SAG, AGMA and 
AFRA join the lineup, members of 
those groups will likewise be barred 
from unauthorized benefits. Most of 
the TA’s 15%-of-the-gross goes to 





AX FrIPE HY ul Pix-Radio Tie-In Seen As a Proving 


Ground with an Eye to Television 


. 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Feeling that if their engineers 
haven't got it, somebody has, Holly- 
wood motion picture studios are get- 
ting ready for television. However 
much they might laugh it off offi- 
cially they don’t intend to be caught 
napping on television the way they 
were when sound turned every slu- 
dio in the town into a panic. 

Just as the introduction of sound 
made the stage actor more impor- 
tant than the old picture star, so 
will the introduction of television 
make the radio actor who photo- 
graphs well more important than 





any other. 
With this in mind the studios want 
: | their actors to prove themselves be- 


fore radio audiences and if a spon- 
sor wants to spend $20,000 to $30,000 
a week breaking studio talent in to 
the idiosyncrasies of ether waves, 
that’s okay with the studios. 

Of course none of this appears on 
the surface in any of the deals be- 

(Continued on page 13) 


G-S OPERETTAS 
SET FOR FILMS 


London, Oct. 12. 

After years of opposition from 
the copyright holders, the Gilbert 
and Sullivan operas will reach the 
screen via C. M, Woolf's General 
Films. The plays and tradition de- 
veloped around them have been 
against their production in pictures, 
the D’Oyly Carte company, which 
holds the rights, being die-hard on 
previous attempts to film. 

‘Yeomen of the Guard’ likely first 
to go into production at Pinewood. 
Geoffrey Toye has adapted, and will 
produce as well as direct musical 











(Continued on page 62) 


and artistic features. 














THE HOUR OF CHARM 


MUSIC THAT LINGERS ON 
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England to Exchange Data With 
U.S. to Smoke Out Hidden Tax Coin: 


More Filmites Abroad Than Ever +: ss 


+ 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Jack M. Rubens, London income 
tax counsellor, paying his first visit 
to Hollywood, brought news here 
that British and American tax 
authorities have gotten together, af- 
ter many huddles, on a reciprocal 
agreement to dig out hidden tax- 
able wealth in the two countries and 
that henceforth they will inter- 
change all information bearing on 
income tax and surtax collections 
affecting the nationals of the two 
countries. 

Rubens is well known to profes- 
sionals on both sides of the water as 
the man who put over the ‘prestige 
allowance’ in the British income tax 
rulings, permitting stage, screen and 
radio artists to knock heavy lumps 
of their living costs off their tax im- 
posts. 

Also originator of the ‘one man, 





H’wood Quickie 





Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

New York writer came hot- 
footing to Hollywood at the 
urgent summons of a major 
studio and was set furiously at 
work pounding out a yarn with- 
in two days of his arrival. 

It’s a football opus for 1938- 
*39 program, 


M-G’S ANGLO-AMERICAN 
EXCHANGE OF TALENT 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Louis B. Mayer has announced the 
signing of several European direc- 
tors on his recent tour abroad, also a 

















limited, corporation,’ better known 
on this side as the ‘personal service | 
corporation,’ Rubens claims to have} 
delved into the regulations and come | 
up -with another out for taxpayers | 
in the higher brackets The per- | 
sonal service corporation has been | 
kayoed in this country. 

Watching Sabatini Case 


Right now, income tax experts on 
both sides of the Atlantic, he said, 
are watching the outcome of the 
Rafael Sabatini tax case pending 
before the United States Board of 
Tax Appeals. Sabatini, a Briton, 
earns thé major portion of his in- 
come in the United States, Rubens 
pointed out. When that decision is 
handed down, the firm of Rubens & 
Pole, Bishopsgate, London, will toss 
its new ace-in-the-hole up to the 
legal sharks in the governments of | 
Britain and America, 

Rubens is interested in the cur- 
rent development in picture produc- 
tion that is sending a flock of high- 
priced playing, writing, directing 
and technical talent to the London 
studios. This practice, it’s generally 
believed, will become even more 
common in subsequent years, with 
Metro and 20th-Fox bellwethering 
the movement abroad currently. 
Picture folk who make commitments 
for their income tax experting prior 
to sailing abroad will find themselves 
at a tremendous advantage in hold- 
ing onto the heavy coin they earn 
abroad instead of passing it over to 
the tax collectors. 

British income taxes are figured on 
a flat rate of 25% with a surtax be- 
ginning at 10,000 pounds (roughly 
$50,000) income (5%) and graduated 
sharply upward, so that an _ in- 
dividual earnings 50,000 pounds in- 
come tosses back more than half, or 
around 28,500 pounds. 

Rubens admits he’s been amused 
occasionally when American clients, 
accustomed to free-and-easy ways, 
want to know how and when to ‘put 
in the fix.’ The ‘fix,’ he emphasized, 
is unknown in Britain, where to be a 
‘B.C.S.'"—British Civil Servant—is 
considered an honor. So scrupulous 
are the sons of John Bull in these 
matters that on one occasion when 
Rubens sought an exemption for a 
performer because of 18 changes of 
costume which she had to wear in 
her act, the tax inspection chappie 
insisted he’d have to see the act 
first. Rubens obligingly sent him 
tickets which were haughtily re- 
turned. 

Another time Rubens sént an in- 
spector a copy of a novel by Sax 
Rohmer, who writes about the 
mystic Orient and has to travel a lot 
to get his material, hence snagged 
some travel expenses off his tax. 
The inspector consulted four superior 








number of outstanding players and 
the inception of a talent exchange 
policy between foreign companies 
and Metro. 


New directors taken on include 

Victor Saville, Julien Duvivier, 
Rheingold Schunzel and Walter 
Reisch. 


Lionel Royce, singing actor from 
Vienna, arrived at the Metro Culver 
City studio last week to start work 
on the contract which he signed 
with Mayer in Europe recently. 
Mrs. Royce, the former Vivienne 
Bernstein, accompanied. 


« 





London, Oct. 1. 

Metro looks like having plenty to 
show for Louis B. Mayer’s recent 
trip to this side. As well as launching 
the British production unit at Den- 
ham, he did a bit of signing, and 
among those whose names he got on 
the dotted line are: 

Victor Saville, former director for 
GB, currently producing for Korda, 
through an individual unit; Julien 
Duvivier, French director and win- 
ner of Mussolini cup at this year’s 
Venice Exposition for ‘Carnet de Bal,’ 
who goes to the Coast, but Saville 
will work with the British unit here. 

Greer Garson, titian beauty of Ca- 
nadian origin, currently in Keith 
Winter’s ‘Old Music’ play, who has 
been a stage notable here a year or 
more, and who goes to Culver City 
on a term ticket as soon as West 
End engagements terminate. 

Griffith Jones, juvenile, now play- 
ing in ‘A Yank at Oxford’ at Den- 
ham, and who had his picture debut 
in the Bergner pic, ‘Escape Me 
Never,’ in which he played quite a 
piece. 
role. 
outfit work in complete accord with 
the Hollywood organization. For a 
beginning, production here will be 
supported by imported big name 
talent from the Coast, but in return 
it is intended to develop new talent 
here, which will probably be shipped 
to Hollywood for grooming after try- 
ing out in British pictures. 





m4. to L. A. 


Frank Albert. 

Dr. V. C. Arnspiger. 
Thomas Beck. 

Jack Bregman. 

Roy Disney. 

Madge Evans. 
William Frawley. 
Charles E, Green. 
Jack Lait. 

Giovanni Martinelli. 
Gene Normile. 

Lee Patrick. 





officers before deciding that it was 
cricket for him to keep the volume. 


HINT BRITISH PEER 
EYEING H’WOOD PITCH 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. | 

The Hon. David Adams, M. P.., | 
British coal and shipping magnate, | 
and thrice mayor of Newcastle-on- 
Tne, was a Hollywood visitor last | 
week, his presence giving renewed | 
strength to reports that a British | 
syndicate is looking over Hollywood | 
pr<perties with a view to planting | 
heavy investment coin. 
™ycoon chinned with Cecil B. de | 
V...e on the set of ‘The Buccaneer’ 








a‘ ’aramount and let it be known 
th:..« he has been here several weeks 
under cover. 


-_ 


oo 


Stroud Twins. 
Tom Wood. 


Cummings at U 





Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Irving Cummings checks in at Uni- 
versal on a one-picture deal and 
draws the directorial assignment on 
Deanna Durbin’s ‘Mad About Music.’ 
His last for U was ‘Merry-Go- 








U-DURBIN TIFF 
UPSETS THE 
ENTIRE LOT 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Current squabble between Univer- | 


| management is keeping the studio 
personnel up in the air. With the 
main attraction of the company in 
doubtful status right now, her next 








Best Selling 7ix Scores 


‘Varsity Show’ (WB). 
(Mercer-W hiting.) 
*Vogues’ (UA). 
(Brown-Fain; Loesser-Sherwin.) 
‘Mr. Dodd Takes Air’ (WB). 
(Warren-Dubin.) 
‘Artists and Models’ (Par). 
(Koehler-Young-Arlen-Lane-Hol- 
lander-Rubin. ) 
‘Double or Nothing’ (Par). 
(Coslow-Siegel; Johnson-Burke; 
Lane-Freed.) 
‘High, Wide, Handsome’ (Par). 


(Kern-Hammerstein.) 


GN TO EXPORT H’WOOD 














cal execs and the Deanna Durbin! TALENT FOR 2 BRIT. PIX 





Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Project to make two pictures in 
England, using Grand National per- 
sonnel and Associated British Film 





| picture, ‘Mad About Music,’ is be- 


|ing postponed until a settlement is | 
| reached. 
Every other picture on 
schedule has been juggled, with 
starting dates undecided, seven being 


affected in addition to the Durbin 
| feature. Others are three Trem 
Carr’s, ‘State Trooper,” ‘Border 
Wolves’ and ‘The Welcome Im- 
postor’; two E. M. Asher produc- 


tions, ‘The Cat and the Canary’ and 
:Let’s Be Candid’; ‘Mountains Are 
My Kingdom,’ a Henry MacRae fea- 
ture, and a new serial, ‘Flash Gor- 
don’s Trip to Mars.’ 


Representatives of the 14-year-old 


ward to $1,250 weekly offered by the 
studio. 

Backed up by recent court rulings 
regarding contracts of minors such 
as Freddie Bartholomew, U execs 
promptly nixed the proposish. Dur- 
bin camp also insisted on right to 
okay supporting cast and director on 
‘Mad About Music,’ and to pass on 
the complet! film. U pointed out 
that it is privileged to force Miss 
Durbin to live up to the terms of her 
ticket as written, which would call 
for a salary of $150 a week. 


ROXY GAVE U $45,000 
ON 3 WEEKS OF DURBIN 


Universal took a rental of $45,000, 
probably the highest it ever received 
on any first run engagement in his- 
tory, out of the Roxy, N. Y., on the 
three weeks’ engagement there of 
‘100 Men and a Girl.’ The picture 
grossed a total of $157,500 on the 21 
days, giving it rank with but few 
films that have gone into big 
brackets here in the past seven or 
eight years. 

U has made no first run deal for 
New York so far, offering its pictures 
on the open market to the highest 
bidder as they are available. 














Par Screen-Tests Godfrey 


Washington, Oct. 12. 

Arthur Godfrey, WJSV_silver- 
tongue, may switch from radio to 
motion pictures, following an audi- 
tion with Ruby Cowan, visiting scout 
from Paramount studios. 

Other personalities figuring in the 
talent search included Preble Don- 
oho, boy piano prodigy; Ward Du- 
Vall, baritone and accordion player 
known as the ‘Gypsy Minstrel’ on 
WJSV programs; and Vincente Del 
Garza, guitar-playing Mexican singer, 
recently on Continental Baking pro- 
gram as the ‘Masked Caballero.’ 








Other News of Pix Interest 





G-B’s $2,800,000 profit ............ 
Par’s ‘Balalailka’ deal not set.... 
Distribs panicked over Jap ban 


** 


Posthumous Gershwinians 





Radio ‘ezar’ sessions and NAB convention details... .Pages 28-29-30-31 


Radio reports on George Jessel-Norma Talmadge; Jack Oakie 
Stu Erwin-Ray Hatton (2d review) 


Radio studio famine in Hollywood 


Distributors equipment, will ‘e 
talked here next month by Edward 


the y | L. Alperson, GN, prez, and Basil 


Dickey, head of ABFD, who is com- 
ing here for the purpose. 

Confabs will settle which Holly- 
wood players are to be sent abroad. 





SAILINGS 


Nov. 3 (New York to London), 
Hannen Swaffer, J. M. Rubens 
(Queen Mary). 

Oct. 20 (New York to London), 
Karl Freund (Queen Mary). 


- Oct. 20 (London to New York) 
starlet are demanding $2,000 a week . 
plus a voice in the selection of eae Prog eee Silver- 
stories instead of the revision up- | OMe ‘te Ge France), 


Oct. 16 (Los Angeles to Honolulu), 
Joel McCrea, Frances Dee (Lurline). 

Oct. 15 (New York to London), 
Ray Ventura (Normandie). 

Oct. 13 (London to New York) 
Richard Tauber, Diane Napier, David 
Rose (Queen Mary). 

Oct. 9 (New York to Rio de 
Janeiro), Ted Adair, Roberts and 
White (Western World). 

Oct. 8 (New York to London), Mr. 
and Mrs. John C. Wilson, Mrs. 
Natalie Kalmus (Bremen). 

Oct. 8 (London to New York) H. G. 
Wells, Al Hoffman, Sammy Lerner 
(Washington). 





L. A. to N. Y- 


Gracie Allen. 
Henry Armetta. 
Richard Bennett. 
Charles Brackett. 
George Burns. 
Christopher Dunphy. 
Lawrence Evans. 
Wallace Ford. 
Donald Friede. 
Franciska Gaal 
Ernest Gann. . 
George R. Giroux. 
Paulette Goddard. 
Samuel Goldwyn. 
Margot Grahame. 
Richard Hageman, 
Leland Hayward. 
Muriel Hutchison. 
Helen Jepson. 
Gregory La Cava. 
Joshua Logan. 
Haven MacQuarrie. 
Jimmy McHugh. 
Dr. Joel Pressman. 
Grace Rosenfield. 
Charles P. Skouras. 
Edward Stevenson. 
Charles Vanda. 
Lewis A. Weiss. 
Billy Wilder. 

Sam Wood. 





ARRIVALS 


Aileen Stanley, Elsa Maxwell, 
Alan Plaunt, Nelson Doubleday, Wil- 
lem von Hoogstraten, Sergei Rach- 
maninoff, Walter Gieseking, H. O. 
Boehme, Joseph Green, Anna Neagle, 
Herbert Wilcox, Giovanni Martinelli, 


Mr. and Mrs. Gene Fowler, Fred 

(860h.0b 040 ch 50 bes éancdesen- Page 13 Leister, Sophie Stewart, Denyse 
Page 13 Clarouin, Crawford and Caskey, 

Cee ererecsecceces Ceeesescees g Derrick De Marney, Mr. and Mrs. 
PETE Ee eT ET Cee ore VLE Page 13 Lauritz ‘Melchior, Mme. Lotte Leh- 





PEPE iE Wins > Page 34 Zukor, John Loder, Arthur Bodan- 
fuvihyee<esaateaawen Page 40 ski, Leopold Sachse, Rold de Mare, 
pie Sale Emil Ludwig, Colette D’Arville, 

6960000606 660600860660660608.< Page 41 Vina Bovy, Marcel Olivier, Giacomo 
TLL Tee Petey Teer TES Page 45 Rimini, Rosa Raisa, Buzzi Beccia, 
sscedebbeneededeetsaees Page 56 | anco Ghione. Mr, and Mrs. John 
ito endewcnsmrsewesabc.s Page 52 ler — . John P. Hogan, John | 
Abbott, Lddie Day, Morton Downey, 





man, Harald Kreutzberg, Annabella, 
Claire Luce, Max Reinhardt, Adolph 





~ | Harry Foster, Jack Hyman. 





| Mayer's and 
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Suit by Minority Stockholders 
Awaits Zukor; English 


Prod. Survey 


Process servers will be trying to 
tackle Adolph Zukor tomorrow 
(Thurs.) on his scheduled arriva] 
from London, from whence he sailed 
Saturday (9), in an effort to force 
his appearance in a minority stock- 
holder action designed to upset the 
new contract voted Zukor last spring, 
If served,.this action may force Zu- 
kor to remain in New York longer 
than he may wish. Testimony of 
Barney Balaban, president, is also 
desired by minority stockholder 
forces fighting to invalidate the new 
contract for the chairman of the 
board. 

In addition to rendering pep talks 
to distribution forces in various 
branch centers abroad, Zukor has 
carefully looked over the prospects 
for entering production in England 
and it is reported operations may 
begin within six months. It is ex- 
pected that Zukor will discuss the 
foreign outlook on production as 
well as otherwise, based on his sur- 
vey, with both Balaban and Stanton 
L. Griffis before definite plans are 
laid. 

Zukor’s $3,000 and 714% 

Effort to have Barney Balaban, 
Paramount president, appear in N. 
Y. supreme court to explain details 
of directors’ meeting of last April 
when Adolph Zukor, Par board 
chairman and production chief, was 
given a new contract calling for a 
large bonus in addition to a salary 
of $3,000 a week for 1937-1938, was 
put up to Justice William T. Collins 
last week. Ella Hayim and other 
minority stockholders want Balaban 
to be examined before trial of their 
suit to restrain Zukor, Balaban and 
21 Par directors from carrying out 
the Zukor contract. Trial of the ac- 
tion is due in December. 

Under the April contract, Zukor 
was voted a $3,000 weekly salary 
plus a bonus of 742% of profits up 
to $2,500,000 and 5% over that 
amount. It is the latter stipulation 
the plaintiffs object to. They want 
to question Balaban on _ several 
points, claiming they are material te 
their suit. These questions include: 
details of a contract given Zukor 
covering July 1, 1936-June 15, 1937, 
its terms, conditions, compensation 
and expenses paid him, also as to his 
duties, 

Receipts, expenses, profits as to 
‘film operations as defined in the 
April contract and receipts and ex- 
penses of the corporation from Aug. ~ 
1, 1936, to Dec. 31, 1936. ‘Similar 
details as to all other Zukor con- 
tracts and as to the capital employed 
by Par and subsids in production 
and distribution of ‘film operations’ 
as defined under the April agree- 
ment, Plaintiffs also want Balaban 
to explain as to the money and 
property disbursements. made and 
incurred by Zukor and money due 
him from Aug. 1, 1936, to Sept. 23, 
1937. 





$2,500,000 Reserve 


Plaintiffs want specifically to know 
details as to $2,500,000 or any portion 
thereof set up as of Dec., 1935, as a 
film reserve and the crediting there- 
of to profits of 1936 from ‘film opera- 
tions’ as defined in April contract on 
which sum compensation to Zukor 
was computed. 

In opposing the move to question 
Balaban, Paramount and its di- 
rectors, through Simpson, Thacher 
& Bartlett, point out that the plain- 
tiffs’ action is vague and general and 
that the Zukor April agreement was 
ratified by a stockholders’ vote of 
3,571,056 as against 11,722. 

‘The complaint in this action was 
verified June 12,’ the answer states, 
‘four days before the stockholders’ 
meeting and the action was com- 


(Continued on page 60) 
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benefit of both U. S. and British in- 
terests. 

For Britain it’s the most direct 
forward step in the international ex- 
pansion. It already is being crystal- 
lized via an exchange of talent; a 
program of superior productions in 
Britain, with American stars and re- 
sources; and a shift of British capital 
into the Hollywood scene as illus- 
trated by the Korda-Goldwyn-United 
Artists situation for one thing, plus 
other Hollywood reports, herewith, 
of British capital seeking investment 
in the film capital on the Coast: 
UKOrs pian, etc. (ore 


adjacer*® news accounts.) 
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Dave Selznick and 
Doing More 


Hollywood, Oct. =| 


Authoritative studio indications 
are that David O. Selznick and Para- 
mount are not merely flirting but 
actually talking a deal whereby the 
producer, upon expiration of his 
present releasing arrangement with 
United Artists, would produce for 
Paramount. Whether Selznick will 
go into Par as a unit or an independ- 
ent producer, or into an executive 
studio post, is among the curious 
angles of the situation. 


Naturally, with Adolph Zukor 
running the Par lot, there is no 
room for Selznick at the top. Zukor 
holds a one-year contract with 
options in favor of the company for 
several additional years. 


Talk here is that Stanton Griffis, | 
chairman of Par’s executive commit- 
tee. is swinging the Selznick angle. | 

Should David Selznick enter Par | 
as Zukor’s aide-de-camp and No. 2 
man at the studio, the question 
arises concerning William LeBaron’s 
future, since LeBaron is now the 
No. 2 man on the Par lot. 

On the other hand those who know 
Selznick consider that unless the | 
future should hold a top berth for | 
him, he is unlikely to relinquish 
his present independent producing 
status, under any terms. 

Also, that he is determined to leave 
U. A., were that firm’s new setup to 
be such as to place Samuel Goldwyn 
in the dominant role over all U, A. 
production, Others figure that Selz- 
nick aims to leave U. A. anyway, if 
he can get a good deal elsewhere. 

Selznick’s propensities for Para- 
mount are not secret, and the trade 
has been aware of these for some 
time. Also, that he had leanings to- 
wards RKO and vice versa and, of 
course, that Metro would, like to 
have Selznick on its producer rolls 
is likewise well known. 

Selznick is now in New York, with 
his brother, Myron, who is financially 
interested in his producing activities. 
The two Seliznicks are understood to 
have huddled with Paramount 
officials several times in the past 
several days. 

Selznick’s present contract with 
United Artists has around a year to 





go. 

With the completion of ‘Tom 
Sawyer,’ production comes to a 
standstill on the Selznick Inter- 
national lot for around four months. 

Studio remains active, however, 
with preparations for other films, 
with ‘Gone with the Wind’ getting 
plenty attention. 


REP SETTLES ZOBEL 





SUIT FOR $6,300)" : 
Rose Preceding Korda-Silverstone 
To U.S; London Also Hears RKO Angle 





Hollywood, Oct, 12. 


Salary and damage suit brought 
against Republic by Victor Zobel, 
former producer at the studio, has 
been settled out of court for $6,300. 

Sum is said to be the full amount 
asked by Zobel. 

Ralph Staub is back at Republic 
on a producer-director deal and in- 
itials his new pact with ‘Paradise 
Park,’ : 

He had been away from the studio 
for six weeks after a disagreement 
during which time he produced a 
short at Metro. 


LaCava May Go Col. 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Gregory LaCava left for New 
York over the weekend to confer 
with Myron Selznick, latter 1s ving 
a deal with Columbia in the fire for 
the director. 

Understood that the Columbia deal 
would have LaCava handle his own 
Production on a unit basis. 











Berman’s Vacash 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 


Paramount 
Than Just Flirting 
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Selznick Won’t Talk 


David O. Selznick, in New 
York, has made no comment re- 
garding any possible deal he 
may be considering. 

However, so far as his aim | 
is concerned it is generally ac- 
cepted by the trade that one of 
his chief aims while here is to 
get set on a releasing deal to 
follow his present deal with |} 
United Artists, and which runs 
out in about a year. 


HWOOD PICIS, 
NEE.CONDOR, 
SETS SKED 











Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
A $2,000,000 budget has been laid} 
out for films to be produced by Hol- 
lywood Pictures Corp., with financing 
by interests formerly connected with 
Condor Pictures, Season’s slate calls 
for six featuring George O’Brien, 26 
sport shorts with Don Wilson and 
Bill Corum, and 13 musical shorts. 


Sol <A. Rosenblatt and Lloyd 
Wright are looking after the legal 
setup, with M. B. Silberberg repre- 
senting Automatic Products interests. 
Lester Cowan is lining up the per- 
sonnel this week. W. G. Hutchinson, 
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former biz manager for Mary Pick- 
ford, is watching out for Condor} 
creditors’ interests, with half of them | 
signing a payoff agreement. | 

Condor creditors are to be paid | 
15% of their claims under an agree- | 
ment recently adopted, with the rest 
coming along in 10 installments and 
income from certain pictures 
pledged as security to cover claims 
in full. 

Debts aggregate between $109,000 
and $150,000. Some of the funds to 
reduce obligations were advanced 
personally by several of the com- 
pany’s directors. 


Bill Rowland’s Indies 


William Rowland is setting an in- 
dependent production deal. Plan- 
ning on a series of exploitation films. 
Has financing lined up. 

Releasing now being worked out. 
May be through George W. Weeks’ 
new sales organization or via Harry 








London, Oct. 12. 
It is now indicated that David 


Rose, United Artists official who 
has been here conferring on the 
Goldwyn-Korda options for control 
of United Artists, and represent- | 
atives of Prudential Assurance | 
(Lever), are preceding Alexander 
Korda to New York, where they 
will meet Samuel Goldwyn. Korda, 
possibly with Murray Silverstone, 
U.A.’s European chieftain, will leave | 
for New York, Oct. 20, according to | 
latest advices. 

The Goldwyn-Korda group has s0 | 
many irons in the fire that it is not | 
easy to conclude which positive ar- | 
rangements may yet be made, | 
whereby Goldwyn and Korda gain | 
control of United Artists. 

Possibility of a merger between | 
United Artists and RKO is still | 
griddling, but there’s also still an- | 
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EX. andro S. Berman is taking a six) 
weeks’ layoff, 


other deal on whereby British bank- 


control. However, details | 
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Executives from London and 
Hollywood Converging 
East—Dave Rose Pre- 
cedes Korda to U. S.— 
Latter Coming Next Week, 


Possibly Also Murray | 


Silverstone — Factor of 
Goldwyn’s Dominance 
Figures 


STOCK MARKET ANGLES 





By SAM SHAIN 


It is the opinion of financial ex- | 
perts conversant with the situation 
that if ever there is to be an amal- | 
gamation deal between United Art- | 


ists and RKO, it must be made soon. 
Those lads should know. It is no 
secret that the continued declining 
state of the market is one of the 
strongest influences behind such an 
opinion, That is why Samuel Gold- 
wyn’s expected visit to New York in- 
creases trade and downtown inter- 
est in the Goldwyn-Alexander Kor- 


da option deal for the United Artists | 


buy. 


Goldwyn is coming among other 


things, principally to get a report 


from David Rose on his London talks 


(Continued on page 60) 


3-WAY DEAL ON 





LONDON LAB. 


London, Oct. 12. 


Signatures on a three-way deal 
gives Metro, 20th-Fox and Alexan- 
der Korda equal holdings in Den- 
ham Laboratories, operated in con- 
junction with London Films at their 
studios, 


German financial interests were 
understood to be involved in original 
formation of the company, whose 
capital has twice been boosted to its 
present standing at $1,000,000 since 
inception of the labs, Existing board 
is Alex Korda, S. G. Warburg, C. H. 
Brand, E..H. George, G. von Schulze 
Gaevernitz and M, Marks. 


Under the new set-up Metro and 
20th buy into the concern with a 
third interest each, with Ben Goetz 
reported as probable first chairman 
and managing director. 





under which Prudential might con- 
sider putting up the fullest amount 
required for exercising U.A. control, 


would be a deal whereby the finan- | 


ciers would hold the balance of 
power. 

It is some kind of an accord 
whereby Goldwyn and Korda would 
be given equal equities with a third 
equity going to the bankers, pos- 
sibly 2%, but under which the bank- 
ers could swing domination. 

Of course, whether Goldwyn would 
go for that knd of a deal is some- 
thing else, as it is indicated even 
here that Goldwyn’s idea is to be the 
top kick, or else. 

It is also intimated that regard- 
less of whatever primary deal is 
consummated to exercise the control 
options, that a merger later with 


RKO might still be feasible. But | 


that may be an open angle. 
In any event the huddles in New 
York should result in most interest- 


now of the Mervyn LeRoy angle, 
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‘Goldwyn-Korda-UA Deal Also 


~ Brings Wanger-Selanick to N. Y.; 
Geo. Schaefer's Walkout Feared 





WHAT RKO-UA DEAL 
| COULD MEAN TO COS. 


A wealth of manpower and 
talent would be combined in a 
merger of United Artists and 
RKO, but additionally, and in- 
|} sofar as known, such a merger 
is the only deal which bears 
promise of providing produc- 
tion cash and financial surcease 

to both Samuel Goldwyn and 
|} Alexander Korda. Such a deal 
| possibly would require $10,000,- 
000 to $15,000,000. 

Goldwyn and Korda, if and 
when tieing in with a major 
circuit such as RKO would thus 
become part owners in a front- 
rank producer-distributor-the- 
atre company. 

The U.A. deat is essentially a 
deal by individuals and for 
themselves, while the RKO deal 
is a company deal. 

For RKO, it means adding a 
British business link in Alex- 
ander Korda and Murray 
Silverstone and an association 
with the Odeon (Deutsch) cir- 
cuit in London, already partly 
owned by U.A. The Odeon 
deal is one which Dr. A. H. 
Giannini, president of U.A.,, 
engineered, 

There is the chance that both 
Mary Pickford and Douglas 
Fairbanks would stay on and 
dispose only of a portion of 
their U.A. equities in any deal 
made. 


| 








+. 
Hollywood, Oct. 12 
That deal whereby Samuel Gold- 
wyn and Alexander Korda with the 


aid of British influences propose to 
divvy control of United Artists fore- 
bodes internal complications, and 
George J. Schaefer, general manager 
and chief of distribution, may walk, 
although he holds a contract that has 
more than a year to go. 

Walter Wanger, producer, whose 
contracé has nine years to go, is 
another. David Selznick is a _ third. 
They are now in N. Y. Goldwyn is 
en route east. 

As the outlook appears from here, 
what happens depends upon the kind 
of setup Goldwyn and Korda, with 
the aid of their financial sponsors, 
| creates, after obtaining control of 
| the firm. Goldwyn has been thus in- 
|formed, although corroboration is 
not obtainable. Alexander Korda will 
| be likewise so informed upon his 
arrival in New York, from London, 
next week. 

United Artists’ distribution income 
has soared to new highs, according 
to inside accounts, under operation 
of Schaefer, coupled with quality 
product. 

Another angle to the walk talk is 
that perhaps Schaefer has possible 
proposals from other firms. That's 
not been ascertained, 

Wanger’s situation concerns finan- 
cing. When Goldwyn and Korda and 
their financier associates begin con- 
fabbing in New York, this month, 
their discussions will include whether 
the new U.A. setup shall include pro- 
vision for financing certain of 
Wanger’s producing activities, 

Schaefer was here for confabs 
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PAR’S SCREENED 
GRAND OPERA 
WITH PONS 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Lily Pons is holding off signing 
new film commitments with the 
washup of her RKO contract with 
the idea of arranging to star in 
screened opera, preferably ‘Madame 
Butterfly’ or ‘Carmen,’ both owned 
by Paramount. 

Her bow-out on her three-picture 
| contract with RKO is ‘Hitting a New 
High,’ following which she will open 
a concert tour in San Francisco Oct. 
29, scheduling appearances on the 
air and at the Metropolitan opera 
next winter and European vacash in 
early spring. 


LEWIS’ TIME OUT FROM 
PIX FOR STAGE RETURN 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

-Al Lewis returns to the stage at 
the expiration of his current pro- 
ducer ticket at Radio on completion 
of ‘She’s Got That Swing,’ and ex- 
pects to put a legit play on Broadway 
this season. 

He will be associated with either 
Max Gordon or Sam H. Harris in 
the Broadway ventures, both being 
former partners of Lewis. He re- 
sumes picture production in the 
spring at a major plant. 


| 




















Blumey Deal Frosted 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 








;menthal and Jack Leighter with 
| United Artists for production of a 
series of pictures has failed to jell 


| Ko would sponsor the Goldwyn- | ing developments. Not much is heard | because of financial terms. 
Korda 


| Leighter, who has a number of 


RKO producer will pass most of, are not known, and some talk is|although that may not be 100% | players under contract, expects to 


the time in Mexico City. 


heard that one of the deals proposed, 


cold. 


| take his ideas to an independent. 


Deal being talked by A. C. Blu- | 


; with Goldwyn last week. James 
Mulvey, Goldwyn’s New York chief- 
tain, accompanied him, but what 
transpired is cloaked in mystery. 

Wanger, Joshua Logan, Wanger di- 
rector, and Percy Guth, comptroller 
of Wanger Productions, hopped for 
the New York conferences. Three 
Wanger films, ‘Stand-In,’ ‘52nd 
Street’ and ‘I Met My Love Again’ 
are ready for exhibition. 
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“WORLD INVESTMENT IN FILMS OVER 23 


BILLIONS; $1,000,000,000 B.0. LAST YR. 





NLRB Investigation Discloses Some Fancy Figures— 


$200,000,000 Spent by 


8 Cos. in Year on Pro- 


duction—Further Breakdowns 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Total investment in the world film 
industry was placed at $2,650,000,000 
in figures submitted to the National 
Labor Relations Board by William 
Walsh, special counsel, in the course 
of the screen writer jurisdictional 
hearing. Figures were calculated by 
Nathan D. Golden, of the U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture and were 
stated to be as of Aug. 1, 1937. Thea- 
tre investment is listed at $1,880,- 
000,000; studios, $100,000,000; dis- 
tribution, $20,000,000, with $9,800,000 
annual cost of expansion. 





? 





Industry spends $30,000,000 a year 
for insurance in this country and 
yearly tax biil is $100,000,000. Thea- 
tre box offices returned around 
$1,000,000,000 in 1936, an increase of 
$280,000,000 over the previous year. 
Weekly attendance in picture houses 
is 220,000,000, of which 88,000,000 are 
in the United States. 


Theatre accessories bill is $25,000,- 
000 a year. Construction from April, 
1936, to June, 1937, amounted to 
$46,275,000, while from 1929-1937 the 
total theatre construction cost was 
$424,914,000. 


Of 764 pictures released in this 
country last year, 547 were Ameri- 
can-made and 217 foreign. Distribu- 
tions costs for the industry were 
26%. Estimated cost of production 
was $135,000,000 in 1936, and studio 
capital investment was $108,000,000, 
with annual Hollywood payrolls of 
$85,800,000. Wages represent 64% of 
the cost of pictures and average 
negative cost for features was $300,- 
000. Industry employes 282,000 per- 
sons in the U. S. Cost of advertis- 
ing was $110,000,000 in the world 
market, $77,000,000 of the total in 
this country. 


$200,000,000 Prod. Costs 

Eight motion picture corporations 
expended upward of $200,000,000 on 
production, distribution and theatre 
operation during the fiscal year end- 
ed June 30, 1937, according to in- 
complete figures filed before the 
National Labor Relations Board. 
Statistics form part of the record of 
evidence in the fight of the Screen 
Writers Guild to be designated as 
bargaining representative of the film 
writers with the producers, 

William Walsh, special counsel for 
the NLRB, cites the figures to sup- 
port his contention, denied by the 
producers, that the picture biz in 
its production end is engaged in in- 
terstate commerce. His idea, he 
said, was to demonstrate the gigantic 
proportions which the biz has at- 
tained. 

Metro reported expenditures of 
more than $33,000,000 for production. 
Paramount’s gross expenditure was 
$96,370,445 including production, dis- 
stribution and theatre operation. 
Samuel Goldwyn reported costs of 
$3,460,645; 20th-Fox, $21,868,103; Hal 
Roach, $3,126,784; Universal, $8,000,- 
000; Walter Wanger, $3,833,000; Re- 
public, $2,019,483. 

Paramount filed a gross income of 
$107,347,115; RKO-Radio, $27,298,594; 
Selznick International, $1,760,000; 
Grand National, $1,205,651, and Wal- 
ter Wanger, $703,000. 


RKO Data Detailed 

Detailed reports on RKO-Radio 
showed the following facts and fig- 
ures; 38 features and 24 shorts pro- 
duced; 31 feature prints shipped out 
of California; physical properties, 
14.5 acres in Hollywood, 13.63 acres 
in Culver City plant under lease to 
Selznick International: 89 acres in 
San Fernando valley; 40 acres under 
lease in Culver City; 13 sound stages 
in the Hollywood plant and 12 at 
Culver City. 

Paramount made 45 features and 
eight shoris, shipped 49 feature nega- 
tives and 9,720 positive prints out 
of California; physical properties 
consist of 27 acres in Hollywood, 15 
sound stages and 10 acres on the back 
lot. 

Goldwyn produced six features 
and shipped four negatives out of 
the state, owns no physical property 
except cameras and two automobiles. 

‘Republic produced 42 features and 
three serials and shipped entire 
product out of the state for distribu- 


Hearst Papers 
Mull Emulating 


S-H Pix Section 


Hearst interests in N. Y. were re- 
ported this week as approaching 
various film companies to go in on 
a special newspaper section similar 
to the picture special which the 
N. Y. World-Telegram is scheduled 
to issue for the first time this week. 
It is due out today (Wed.). Tele- 
gram’s per page rate is $11,500. 
Section goes to all Scripps-Howard 
papers. 

Outlay for the proposed Hearst 
special section would be around 
$18,000 per page. It would come out 
Saturday and besides appearing in 
the Journal-American, would go to 
all Hearst newspapers. Picture com- 
panies have not indicated if they 
will go for the Hearst proposition, 
and are not so sure they will dig 
down each week for Scripps-How- 
ard proposition. Probably will wait 
to see how the first issue looks and 
the results obtained. 

Scripps-Howard section of 18 pages 
will carry approximately 8% pages 
of national film advertising, every 
one of the larger companies being 
represented with a full-page spread. 
RCA and Technicolor companies will 
have advertisements in the section 
which, it is estimated will carry 
around $100,000 in film advertising. 

The section contains advance re- 
views on coming pictures by Scripps- 
Howard critics, and spreads of pho- 
tographs and feature stories about 
the business and its people, including 
articles by some in the trade. 

M. H. Aylesworth, former head of 
RKO, now a member of the manag- 
ing board of Scripps-Howard, con- 
ceived the section, with Don D. Pat- 
terson, national advertising director 
for S-C, executing the business end. 
Jack Foster, Jr., N. Y. World-Tele- 
gram, managing-edited the section. 


Milt Shubert Goes WB 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Warner Bros. has signed Milton 
Shubert, nephew of J. J. and Lee 
Shubert, as a producer. He has been 
associated with his uncles for the 
past 20 years and leaves them to re- 
port at the WB studio the first of the 
year. 

His deal allows him to take occa- 
sional time out for legit enterprises. 

















tion by Republic Pictures Corp., 
New York. 
Selznick’s 800 Prints 

Selznick produced four features 
and shipped 800 prints out of the 
state, owns $100,000 worth of equip- 
ment, pays RKO-Radio $125,000 a 
year for its Culver City lease and 
$4,292.50 additional for use of 40 
acres in the back lot. 

20th-Fox produced 53 features and 
shipped all out of California. 

Columbia produced 47 features and 
40 shorts and shipped 11,000 feature 
prints and 7,628 shorts; owns six 
acres in Hollywood with nine sound 
stages and 80 acres in San Fernando 
valley. 

Additional figures disclosed at the 
writers hearing before the National 
Labor Relations Board show cash re- 
ceipts of the Academy on December, 
1930, report at $97,000, of which $60,- 
000 was contributed by the Produc- 
ers Association. 

Studio expenditures for last year. 
included Monogram’s $443,000. 

RKO listed gross receipts of $27,- 
500,000 and net of $893,580. 

Columbia reported spending $7,- 
000,000 for features, $1,000,000 on 
westerns, and $1,500,000 on shorts. 
Disney reported gross income of 
$765,000 from United Artists. 

Sessions all through early part of 
this week are expected to be con- 
fine it to the question ‘What is a 





screen writer?’ 














Windsor ‘Czar’ Report 
Irks Film Executives 





Statement by George Fischer over 


the radio network Sunday (10) 
night that was carried by United 
Press wire service, that the Duke of 


Windsor was Hollywood-bound to 
become ‘the world film czar,’ was 
described by Will Hays ‘No basis 


for reports.’ Fischer, on Jergen’s 
radio program, set up the Duke of 
Windsor as an international good- 
will ambassador at a salary of $100,- 
000, with his time to be split be- 
tween Hollywood and Virginia. Be- 
cause carried by a press association 
wire service the press-radio bureau 
picked it up for broadcasting Mon- 
day (11) morning. 


Reverberations of the Windsor re- 


port may be reflected in future deal- 
ings between radio and _ pictures. 
Some high officials yesterday (Tues. ) 
thought that steps should be taken 
to curb the indiscriminate dissem- 
enation of news reports and gossip, 
especially as it pertains to the pic- 
ture business. 


Deval Made ‘Club de 
Femme’ in 21 Days 
In Paris for $21,000 


Jacques Deval, author of such 
plays as ‘Tovarich,’ ‘Cardboard 
Lover,’ says he made his ‘Club de 
Femmes’ film in Paris in 21 days, 
for a total cost of $21,000. 

Questioned as to how much the 
production would cost in Hollywood, 
he ventured an estimate of $200,000. 
He thought for a brief moment and 
looked up quickly, adding ‘plus 
Jacques Deval, and plus Miss (Else) 
Argall (Mrs. Deval).’ 


‘Picture productions by one man 
are no more the general thing in 
France than they are here,’ Deval 
continued, ‘but those who have tried 
them have found: that they paid.’ 

Among those who have written 
and produced their own pictures, he 
named Sacha Guitry and Yves Mi- 
rande, French playwrights. Guitry’s 
‘Les Perles de la Couronne’ and 
‘Baccarat’ by Mirande, were ex- 
amples which he cited. Only Ameri- 
can who does this is Chaplin, 

Deval is now with 20th-Fox. 
Currently in New York, new play 
‘Soubrette’ will be produced shortly. 
Miss Argall will star. 


‘CHINESE HOOEY’ NEXT 
BROWN PIC FOR. LOEW 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Next Joe E. Brown starrer for 
David L. Loew will be ‘Chinese 
Hooey,’ starting around the last of 
October with Edward Sedgwick di- 
recting. 

Brown is taking a vacation watch- 
ing the ponies run on the northern 
California tracks before starting 
work, . 

















Velez’s Mex Pic 


Lupe Velez reports to Jose Cal- 
deron, Mex film producer of Mexico 
City, Nov. 1 for picture work which 
will gross her 12,000 Mex pesos or 
approximately $3,500 weekly for 
three weeks, 

Figure is an all-time salary high 
for any Latin-American production 
and represents about a quarter of 
the .total expenditure for the film. 
Jorge Negrete, Mexican  sustainer 
for NBC, in N. Y., is also. being 
dickered for a role. 








Lubitsch Touch-and-Go 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Ernst Lubitsch’s production of 
‘Bluebeard’s Eighth Wife,’ with 
Claudette Colbert and Gary Cooper, 
went before the cameras at Para- 
mount. yesterday (Mon.), 

Cast also includes Luis Alberni 
and E, E, Horton with a number of 
others fo be announced. Charles 
Brackett and Billy Wilder screen- 
played from the Alfred Savoir play. 

















A Banker’s Stance 





As the story goes, a production 
exec. and the chairman of his 
company who had been quar- 


reling informed the chief 
banker of the company that 
they had ‘kissed and made 
up.’ 


‘Is that so,’ is the accredited 
reply from the banker, ‘You'll 
have to do more than that. 
That doesn’t bring in money.’ 


Woods Recounts 
Acad Formation 
At Scrib Hearing 











Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Circumstances surrounding the 
formation of the Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts and Sciences, with 
Louis B. Mayer playing the stellar 
role, were related before the Na- 


tional Labor Relations board here by 
Frank B. Woods, credited with hav- 
ing been the original Hollywood 
scenarist, starting work in 1908. 

Woods was employed.in the early 
days of film biz by D. W. Girffith, 
Famous Players-Lasky, Kinemacolor, 
Selig and Universal. No one ever 
thought of copyrights, directors were 
the whole works, and producers 
never figured they knew anything 
about a scrip, Woods testified. He 
recalled the organization of the Pho- 
toplay Authors League in 1914 as the 
first attempt of writers to organize. 
Screen Writers Guild, he said, was 
first formed as far back as 1920 and 
in 1924 attempt to bargain with the 
producers. 

Three years later, in May, 1927, 
the Academy was brought into exist- 
ence after a dinner staged by Mayer 
at the Biltmore hotel. Fred Niblo, 
Fred W. Beetson and Conrad Nagel 
were leading lights. Asked as to the 
Academy’s purpose, Woods testified: 

‘Well, Mayer felt that an organiza- 
tion such as this would be prefer- 
able to any craft organizations an- 
tagonistic to the producers. .He said 
it would be better to discuss affairs 
around a table and settle them that 
way.’ 


THREE DIRECTORS ON 
PAR’S ‘BROADCAST 738’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Paramount has assigned three di- 
rectors to ‘Big Broadcast of 1938,’ 
with Mitchell Leisen handling the 
main unit consisting of Shirley Ross, 
Bob Hope, Dorothy Lamour, Dorothy 
Howe and Rufe Davis. 

Edgar Anderson has charge of 
megging the Shep Fields orch se- 
quences, while Ted Reed is directing 
W. C. Fields’ golf routines. 


Olivia. de Havilland’s 
Contract Sold for 106 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Managerial contract on Olivia de 
Havilland has been peddled by Ivan 
Kahn to the Leland Hayward agency 
for a reported $10,000. 
Kahn recently left the 10% biz. 


‘Road Show’ Stalled 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Hal Roach has indefinitely post- 
poned ‘Road Show,’ the feature 
which Lewis Milestone was all set 
to direct. Milestone denies he is 
checking off the lot, asserting he is 
consulting with Mare Connelly on 
the script and that the starting date 
has merely been set back. 

Roach’s ‘Easy to Love’ rolls Oct. 
18 with Constance Bennett and Brian 
Ahearne heading cast, Norman Mc- 
Leod directing. 























‘Topper’ Tops for Aug. 


Hollywood, Oct. 12, 

The Screen Actors Guild award 
for the best performance in August 
goes to Roland Young for his work 
in ‘Topper.’ 

Accolade for best supporting labors 
bestowed on Donald Meek for his 
part in “Toast of New York.’ 


BROADWAYITE. 
LEAVES BWAY 


By JACK OSTERMAN 





En Route, Oct. 12. 
Here we are on Route 5 out of 
Cleveland headed east where we 
open next Friday at a new spot, the 


Club Palorama in Schenectady... 


had to look at our contract to spell 
it right...we’re in there for two 
weeks...that’s if the Rotary Clubs 
from Troy, Albany, Poughkeepsie 


é Peekskill show up. But we have 
a guarantee and who ever heard of a 
night. club owner breaking his 
word? (Three minutes elapse while 
we fix t;pewriter...it broke down 
after that last sentence.) That thea- 
tre-restaurant in Cleveland was 
swell though, we asked one guest 
how he liked us and he answered, 
“It was the best show I ever ate!” 


Stopped off in Buffalo and took a 
quick flash at Niagara Falls...that 
place is having a helluva run. (Just 
brushing up on my radio material.) 


Saw that picture ‘100 Men and a 
Girl’...expected to see Peggy Joyce 
in it but Deanna Durbin did okay, 

Thought the finish was kinda cute, 
where Stokowski asked her what she 
wanted to sing and_e =she = said, 
‘Traviata’ then he turns to his 100 
symphony men says, ‘Traviata boys’ 
and they hop right into it...direc- 
tor evidently forgot to tell him to 
say, ‘Number 8 in the red books!’ 


Well, here we are in Syracuse... 
we know it’s Syracuse because a 
cop just made the 20th Century pull 
over to the curb and gave the en- 
gineer a ticket for passing a light. 
(Ed. Note.—Syracuse is only city 
where trains run right through the 
town proper...we explain every- 
thing as things are tough enough 
without worrying our readers.) 


Stopped here to get a bite to eat 
...saw a sign Ginsburg’s...Kosher 
Dining and Dancing...it’s right 
across from the Syracuse Hotel... 
we had bologna and eggs and two 
choruses of ‘Eili Eili,’. .. food was oke 
but from where we sat the dancing 
wasn’t strictly Kosher. Good place 
for the boys in the summer to break 
their jump to the Catskills. 


Incidentally, now is the time for 
those guys to start stealing material 
for next season...you know the old 
saying, ‘the early bird catches 
Grossingers.’ Mr, Ginsburg told us 
he had read our column in VARIETY 
and gave us an exira order of 
pickles on the house...Ah! the 
power of the press! 


Congrats to Lou Holtz and his 
bride...can’t understand a guy with 
Lou’s dough spending his honey- 
moon at the Frolics...read report he 
is getting $500 a night...Holtz is a 
brave fellow...most night club en- 
tertainers only have to worry about 
Saturday...not Lou...he worries 
every night. 


Stopped in New York for a hot 
minute to see what the Legion left 
of it, and the first place we visited 
was the Palace of Fu Man Chu, the 
beautiful new Chinese restaurant on 
the site of the old Giolito’s, There’s 
a League of Nations for you...Al 
Goldman turns an Italian cafe into a 
Chinese eulogy with an American 
bar. We told Al the food was great 
and he said, ‘It should be fresh, 
‘we’re only open five days.’ Al has 
a keen eye for the future, says he is 
already working on a coolie system 
for next summer. He has a pact 
with his help...he teaches them 
English if they teach him Chinese... 
progress is fine. We asked the 
Oriental head waiter how the open- 
ing was and he said, ‘Vell, I'll tell 
ya’ 

Here zre a few theme songs we 
thought of while  touring...for 
actors getting paid off in night clubs 
... Whispers in the Dark’...the 
Brass Rail...‘So Rare’...the Rain- 
bow Room...‘Gold Mine in the Sky’ 
«+.Ted Collins (Kate Smith’s mgr.) 
... Moon Got In My Eyes’ and Judge 
Crater...‘Where Are You?’ 





Dusky Mustangers 





Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Jed Buell is preparing to produce 
a series of singing westerns with an 


all-colored cast to be known as Lin- 
coln Pictures. Sam Newfield directs 
the first with Herbert Jeffries, vocal- 
ist, with Earl Hines band in the lead. 

Pictures will be roadshowed in a8 
tie-up with Negro theatres. First will 
be ‘Harlem on the Prairie’ with 
Maceo Sheffield, Negro theatrical 





figure, supervising. 
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Par’s New Tack in Philly—Selling 
To Opposish; Co. Argues Its Appeal 


Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 

Paramount has opened up on two 
tacks here in what looks like con- 
certed drive to bring to a finish 10- 
week-old date and buying strike be- 
ing staged against it by indie exhibs. 
Neither of its boycott-busting tactics 
appears to be bearing fruit. 


First move is attempt to sell away 
its product to exhibs in competish 
with those regular customers who 
have refused to sign up for 1937-38. 
Officials of United Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners, which is conducting 
strike here, claim Par salesmen are 
offering to sell away at ridiculous 
bargain prices. Only one house, it is 
said, has bitten so far, and whether 
or not contract will stand is ques- 
tionable. Theatre is the Frolic, a 
500-seater owned by four partners, 
George and Sam Felt, Abe Rovner 
and Norman Lewis. It is managed 
by Iz Schwartz, who is officially 
listed by Film Board of Trade as 
buyer and booker. 


While Rovner, Lewis and Schwartz, 
on one hand, are actively participat- 
ing in the strike, the Felts turned 
around and signed with Par, UMPTO 
execs charge. Latter claims to have 
exclusive power of attorney signed 
by Schwartz to do any buying for 
Frolic. UMPTO threatens legal ac- 
tion and has taken matter up with 
its attorney, Ben Golder. 

Schwartz, it is reported, threatened 
to resign because of the row. Rov- 
ner ard Lewis also said to be wild 
at partners. But termer is now in 
and it is presumed house will shortly 
begin showing pix in opposition to 
Apollo, owned by Charley: Segall, 
UMPTO’s chairman of board. 

Boomerang? 


Plan of selling away, which was 
Made public at UMPTO meeting last 
Tuesday, may turn into another Par 
boomerang, same as its court action 
did. Exhibs were terrifically burned 
at the move. They pointed out it 
could be nothing more than a puni- 
tive measure, inasmuch as Par 
couldn’t possibly recoup in that way 
an iota of what it has lost since 
strike began. There are only about 
six possible houses in territory, 
UMPTO execs say, which are in elig- 
ible position to use Par and haven't 
given p. of a. 

In exhibitor battle with Warner 
Bros. three years ago over exchange’s 
demand for 50% on ‘Gold Diggers,’ 
selling away was also tried. Only 
two opposish exhibs bought and 
when strike was settled WB found 
itself in embarrassing position of 
having to buy these two indies off. 

Second move to break the back of 
the revolt, UMPTO officials charge, 
is Par’s inviting in of exhib leaders 
individually and offering bargain 
Prices under a ‘new selling plan.’ 
Leaders claim Par willing to make 
Single deals, but not bargain with 
group as a whole, under a plan 
which forgets entirely about ‘split 
figure’ and high-percentage pix. 

Decision Reserved 


The U. S. Circuit Court last 
Wednesday (6) reserved decision on 
Par’s appeal from District Court rul- 
ing dismissing company’s suit to 
prevent striking indies from boycot- 
ting Par. 

Producer’s counsel, William A. 
Schnader, reiterated arguments he 
gave before lower court and cited 
decisions of U. S. Supreme court to 
show exhibs were in restraint of 
trade. He charged them with con- 
ducting ‘vicious and libelous’ cam- 
Paign against Par in urging other 
exhibs to join boycott. 

Golder caught both opposish and 


his own clients umawares when he | 


openly admitted leaders were wrong 
“when they planned picketing, black- 
listing and other militant measures’ 
to force other exhibs into the strike. 

‘There is no law 
however,’ he declared, ‘to comipel 


these exhibitors to buy from Para- | 


mount if they don’t want to. It is 
a fundamental right of people in a 
democratic country to band together 
to act in a common cause.’ 

Golder denied Schnader’s state- 
ment that exhibs are trying to fix 
Prices. “All we ask,’ he said, ‘is a 
‘air price at which we can make a 


in the world, | 





{SIDNEY ON METRO LOT, 


ON RADIO-MUSIC DEALS 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Louis K. Sidney has been estab- 
lished in an office on Metro’s Culver 
City lot as business executive on all 
Metro radio and music affairs, han- 
dling the biz end, while Bill Bacher 
looks after ether production. 








L. K. Sidney, Metro-Feist’s new 
Culver City delegate, is currently on 
the Coast getting his bearings on 
song material for publication via 
Metro’s Leo Feist, Inc., music sub- 
sidiary. This follows last week’s ap- 
pointment by David Bernstein, 
Loew-Metro treasurer and prez of 
the music subsids, of Jack Bregman 
as g.m.. of. Feist, Inc., with Sidney 
as liaison between the picture com- 
pany and the song firm. 


Bregman ultimately will also make 
trips to Culver City on new Metro 
filmusicals, and with Sidney will be 
the film firm’s executives in charge. 

Jack Robbins, whose’ Robbins 
Music Corp. owns 49% of Robbins, 
Feist and Miller Music (Metro con- 
trolling 51%) will devote himself to 
building up the other two companies. 





Jack Bregman leaves N. Y. for 
Hollywood on Saturday (16) on his 
first Metro 0.0. 


Visio-Educ Will 
Be Among Items 
At Hays Confab 


Submission of the visual-educa- 
tion report, compiled by the ad- 
visory committee consisting of edu- 
cators working in cooperation with 
the Hays organization, will be one 
of principal things up for considera- 
tion at the Motion Picture Producers 
& Distributors quarterly directors’ 
meeting tomorrow (Thurs.). This 
report will summarize results ob- 
tained as a result of the appraisal of 
old short features carried on last 
summer by the committee of educa- 
tors from the National Education 
Association. 

Work of this committee and other 
details connected with new visual 
education lineup was covered by the 
$50,000 fund of the Hays organiza- 
ction. But the matter of printing any 
special shorts for strictly schoolroom 
use must be appruved by the direc- 
torate and steps taken either for 
each production-distribution com- 
pany to make prints, or a fund ar- 
ranged so that it can be handled via 
the Hays organization and educa- 
tional leaders. No hint this week as 
to what action the directors would 
take, if any. 


Santa Claus at Col. 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Harry Lachman and Columbia 
have agreed to kiss and make up, 
and in order to make it all sound 
hunky-dory Lachman’s first direc- 
torial assignment is ‘The Night Be- 
fore Christmas.’ 

Lionel Stander, Mary Astor and 
Edgar Kennedy have been pencilled 
in for the leads. 














profit. We have millions of dollars 
invested in our theatres and face 
ruin if we capitulate to Paramount's 
| demands.’ 

UMPTO’s war board skedded to 
|meet today to discuss Par’s two 
| strike-breaking moves and appoint 
| committee to call on Joe Bernhardt, 
| Warner g.m., in New York. They 
'seek a renewed pledge that WB 





won't play Par pix in spots in oppo- 
sish to indie houses if Mey 
use Par there before. 


didn’t 





|}mount pictures, 





NW. INDIES 1) (ll Duce’s Phone Call to Vittorio 


APPEAL IN MPLo. 


Federal Judge Nordbye 
Rules Exhibitors’ Griev- 
ances Must Be Ruled 
Upon at Trial of the Is- 
sues—Meantime the Pick- 
eting Is Held to Be a Re- 
straint of Trade 





REVERSES PHILLY 


Minneapolis, Oct. 12. 

Northwest Allied States and in- 
dependent playdate striking ex- 
hibitors, defeated in their effort to 
have Paramount's suit dismissed, 
were to file an appeal this week 
from Federal Judge G. H. Nordbye’s 
decision holding them guilty of a 
consparacy in restraint of trade and 
granting Paramount a temporary in- 
junction prohibiting them from 
picketin’ ifs exchanse and theatres 
showing ils pictures or otherwise in- 
terfering with its business. The de- 
cision, handed down last week, came 
as surprise and disappointment to 
the . defendants, inasmuch as_ in 
a similar action in Philadelphia the 
court ruled exactly opposite. 


In his lengthy decision, Judge 
Nordbye intimated that the de- 
fendants’ charges in their answer 
and arguments that Paramount it- 
self was guilty of conspiracy in re- 
straint of trade, bad faith and fraud 
and that its standard film contract 
and film selling methods are invalid 
and illet-l mcy ave a Lcraring when 
the case is tried on the merits, with 
the introduction of testimony to de- 
termine if a permanent injunction 
should issue. Judge Nordbye made 
the point that the defendants’ re- 
course if contracts have been vio- 
lated and legal rights flaunted would 
be to resort to law, instead of try- 
ing to redress wrongs by ‘open 
violation of the laws of this land.’ 

In this connection, L. B. Schwartz, 
of counsel for the defendants, an- 
nounced that a test case will be 
brought against Paramount by one 
of the independent playdate strik- 
ing exhibitors to obtain a mandatory 
injunction to compel delivery of one 
of the pictures, non-delivery of 
which caused the playdate strike. He 
also stated that a motion would be 
made for an immediate hearing of 
the appeal and of the suit. 

Meeting after the decision, the 
playdate striking exhibitors made it 
clear that the latest development 
would not alter their stand. Act- 
ing as individuals, they will con- 
tinue to refrain from booking Para- 
mount films -and will not buy new- 
season product, they asserted. Pres- 
ident VW. A. St2%es declared ‘we 
have just begun to fight.’ 

‘Irreparably Injured Par’ 


Judge Nordbye found that the de- 
fendants’ conspiracy in restraint of 
trade in violation of the Sherman 
anti-trust law has ‘irreparably in- 
jured Paramount and caused it the 
loss of large sums of money, and the 
complainant's business will continue 
to suffer the loss of large additional 
sums of mono, ~*ndin*t the irial of 
this cause upon the merits, unless 
the defendants are temporarily en- 
joined by this court in the manner 
and form prayed in this petition.’ 

The court points out the ‘concert 
and combination and the acts and 
things done by the defendants in 
pursuance cf the conspiracy.’ It 
specifies coercion of exhibitors, cus- 
tomers of Paramount, to refuse to 
carry out their contracts and to re- 
frain from making new-season 
deals. Among other acts and 
threats mentioned are picketing of 
the exchange ‘designed to induce the 
motion picture theatre-going public 
not to patronize the complainant's 
pictures of theatres showing them,’ 
threats to picket theatres showing 
Paramount pictures, threats to post 
names of exhibitors plaving Para- 
threats 
a ‘slacker list,’ threats to broadcast 
by radio and sound trucks requests 

(Continued on page 8) 
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NATHANSON’S U, PAR 
0.0.; COWDIN POWWOW 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
| N. L. Nathanson, Canadian distrib- 
utor of Universal and Paramount 
pictures, arrives this week for con- 
ferences with J. Cheever Cowdin; 
also to get a line on the product he 
handles. 

Will vacation in Palm Springs be- 
fore returning home. 


See Extra Loew 
Divvy; 20ths 39 
Weeks—$5,400,000 


Action on the final regular dividend 
for 1937 is expected to be taken by 
Loew’s, Inc., directors when they 
meet tomorrow (Thursday), with 
the chance that consideration also 


will be given to an extra payment. 
At least a melon-cutting in excess of 
the regular 50c. quarterly declaration 
is anticipated in Wall Street despite 
the fact that Loew’s had paid $6 on 
the common already this year. 
Company’s report for the fiscal 
year ending Aug. 30 is expected out 
soon, with net earnings in excess of 
$14,000,000 full anticipated. This 
would make per common share earn- 
ings for the fiscal year around $9. 
Because current earnings are run- 
ning ahead of this time in 1936, a 
healthy extra distribution is looked 
for. Loew’s common stock has held 
up well against the continued selling 
throughout the stock market in re- 
cent weeks, never dropping below 
$64.50 and generally snapping back 
to above $71 or $70 per share. 
Earnings statement of 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox, covering the first three 
quarters of 1937, due out in the next 
three or four weeks, is expected to 
reveal the profits to be maintaining 
the pace set in the first 26 weeks 
when the company had a net con- 
solidated operating profit of $3,755,- 
483. The net profits for the 39-week 














in Wall 
$6,000,000. - 


Street run as high as 


dividends from National 
Corp., as generally these are declared 
in the closing months of the year 
and added in the final quarter. Pres- 
ent estimates in the street are that 
20th-Fox wili show around $3.56 per 
common share in 1937, depending to 
some extent on how business holds 
up in the next three months, 


Small Agents Snubbed 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 








cided to continue to snoot the small- 


bership. 
AMG members are believed to con- 


biz here. 





Go Their Separate Ways 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Dissolution of the Small-Landau 


operate the agency in its present 
quarters, 

Arthur Landau and his son are 
/entering the percentage biz at an- 
|; other location, with clients appor- 
tioned between the two. 











period are counted on to be in excess | 
of $5,400,000, though some estimates | 


This net profit will not include any 
Theatres | 





Artists Managers Guild, composed | 
of around 20 top 10%ers, has de- | 


fry and keep them out of its mem-| 


trol more than 75% of the agency | 


agency will become effective Nov. | 
1, with Morris Small continuing to | thrown in for good wil! 


| pointed 


| production 


In H wood Climaxed Italo-U. S. Idea: 
Too Much Opposish to Roach Plan 


Hollywood, Oct. 12 


Three polite brushoffs in one day 
by actors on lots in production, 
combined with President Roosevelt's 
speech against war-di-eased nations, 
not to mention a concerted drive of 
the Anti-Nazi League against his 
presence in town, made Vittorio 
Mussolini’s Hollywood visit too much 
for the 2l-year-old boy to support 
in a style to which diplomacy is ac- 
customed. 

Dr. Renato Senise’s suit for $30,000 
against Hal Roach and Metro on the 
grounds they handed him a freeze- 
out after he had made the deal be- 
tween Roach and Il Duce possible 
had little to do with the decision to 
close the show. It had pancaked 
days before that. 

Il Duce had been made aware how 
badly his son’s visit was going and 
the Roach interests didn’t see why 
they should subject themselves to 
all sorts of economic kickbacks at 
home over a few doubtful lire in 
Italy. 

Roosevelt’s speech gave Il Duce 
a grandiose out. He telephoned his 
son in Hollywood the night the Prez 
blasted in Chicago and the next day 
Vittorio was en route to Rome, leav- 
ing behind him a week of cancelled 
conferences, parties and dance dates. 

That made it look as if Vittorio 
had quit in high dudgeon and that II 
Duce had scored his first reprisal 
against America in one of the few 
places where it is possible to hurt 
the country in world markets—pic- 
tures—but actually those in the 
know never saw anything but head- 
aches ahead for Roach in Italy and 
the loss of a flock of American dol- 
lars as well. 

Bankers Were for It 


Certain banking interests here, al- 
ways friendly to pictures and anx- 
ious, too, because of racial and eco- 
nomic ties with Italy, would have 
liked to see the thing click, but they 
were in it a year ago and pulled 
out, feeling it was better that way. 

Difficulty of getting any money 
out of certain European countries is 
convincing Hollywood more and 
more that pictures will have to be 
made to pay their way handsomely 
in America and the British Empire, 
and the rest of the world considered 
as chicken feed—nice to get, but not 
worth going after. 

Italy is particularly ‘difficult,’ even 
going so far as to beef about char- 
acters in American pictures in Amer- 
ican settings, merely because they 
suspect said characters with a bill- 
ing of ‘Nick’ might be Italian. 

All these things might have been 
smoothed over if Il Duce had sent 
over anybody but his son. Kid had 
to take cracks from every direction 
and was under orders to stay dead- 
pan. Being no Duke of Windsor it 
was a tough role for him to play. 

Then when Hal Roach made that 
crack about Italy up to now making 
40 pictures, of which 38 were flops, 
he not only burned II] Duce, but led 
his rival producers to ask what 
could young Vittorio learn in three 
weeks except to go back to Italy and 
raise the flops to 40 and then blame 
it all on Hollywood. 

Past Exveriences 

Old-timers in Metro recalled that 
two efforts to make pictures along 
the Mediterranean with Metro 
dough cost plenty. From ‘Ben-Hur’ 
to ‘The Garden of Allah,” to the front 
office, is still known as the retreat 
from Rome to Nice, with the Italians 
getting the best of it all along the 
way. Metro finally surrendered 


'*‘Mare Nostrum’ to Il Duce, every- 
| thing but the negative, and he can 
| have that any time he wants to pay 
| for 


it, with the German market, 
where it has never been shown, 
Others pointed out that I! Duce 
isn’t only a dictator; he’s a Cisap- 


dramatist and sure as fate 
lipping his secripte into the 
schedule, and it vrouldn’t 
(Continued on page 52) 
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Upbeat Carries L.A. Out of Slough, 
‘Tenda’ Up Front, $29,500 Double Entry; 
This Way’ Dull 136, WB Dualer, 156 








Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 

Trade took a turn for the better 
on current week and combined first 
run gross is around $15,000, better 
than it was for previous stanza. Top 
grosser currently is ‘Zenda,’ headed 
for combined $29,500 at the State- 
Chinese. 

Par’s ‘This Way, Please,’ isn’t any 
too hot at the Par, although take 
should keep house out of the red. 
Second stanza of ‘Lost Horizon’ is| 
holding strong at the day-date RKO| 
and Pantages, with third week in-| 
definite. 

There’s still plenty of room for} 
improvement, especially in the ex- 
tended first runs and a few of the 
other spots. 

Estimates fer This Week | 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55- 
83-$1.10-$1.65)—‘Zola’ (WB) (5th 
week. Holding up particularly well, 
in the face of decreased grosses all 
over town, and should do oke on 





final two weeks, one more to go 
after this. On fourth week hit neat | 
$7,200. 


Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 40-55- 
75)—‘Zenda’ (UA) and ‘Women Men 
Marry’ (MG) dual. Trade up a bit 
over previous week, and should wind 
up with agreeable $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Vogues’ (UA) and ‘Borneo’ 
(20th), big disappointment at $9,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Back in Circulation’ (WB) and 
‘West of Shanghai’ (FN), dual. Not 
too hot but should finish with fair 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Confession’ (FN) 


and ‘Dance, Charlie’ (FN), oke 
$7,300. 
Four Star (Fox) (900; 40-55)— 


‘Doctor Syn’ (GB). Arliss apparent- 
ly doesn’t mean a thing these days, 
so will have to be satisfied with bru- 
tal $1,500. Last week, ‘King Solomon’ 
(GB), pretty bad at $2,000. 
Hollywoed (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Back in Circulation’ (WB) and 
‘Shanghai’ (FN), dual. Running 
about on par with the Downtown 
for normal $7,500. Last week, ‘Con- 
fession’ (FN) and ‘Dance, Charlie’ 
(FN), not too hot at $6,800. 
Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Hideaway’ (RKO) and ‘Wild 
and Woolly’ (20th), dual, and vaude- 
ville. Ann Pennington is topping 
bill and gets credit for bulk of draw, 
which should hit around $6,500. Last 


week, ‘Wincjammer’ (RKO) (lst 
run) and ‘Annapolis Salute’ (RKO), 
fair $6,000. 


Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and ‘Life Be- 
gins With Love’ (Col) dual (2nd 
week). Boulevard house running be- 
hind its day-dater (RKO), but this 
attributed to long two-a-day run 
that drew heavily from Hollywood 
mob. Second stanza looks like 
$8,500 following big $14,100 on ini- 
tialer. ° 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘This Way Please’ (Par) and 
stage show. Got away to a little 
- better start than previous week, al- 
though early take not too hot, so 
so-so $13,000 looks like the answer. 
Last week, ‘Danger: Love at Work’ 
(20th) and ‘Bengal Lancer’ (Par) 
(revival), finished to brutal $11,000. 

RKO (2,950; 30-40-55)—‘Lost Hori- 
zon’ (Col) and ‘Life Begins With 
Love’ (Col) dual (2nd week). Head- 
ing for second smash week, $11,500 
in the offing. First week terrific $18,- 
500, house tops on the new season. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; °%9-40- 
55-75 )—Zenda’ (UA) and ‘Women 
Men Marry’ (MG) dual. House back 
to fair stride currently and $16,500 
not to be sniffed at. Last week, 
*Vogues’ (UA), ‘Borneo’ (20th), $9,- 
300, worst in a long time. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
30-40-55 )—Vogues’ (UA) and ‘Bor- 
neo’ (20th) dual. Moveover isn’t 
helping this brace any and on basis 
of weak opening will be lucky to hit 

,800. t week, ‘Willie Winkie’ 
(20th) and ‘Miss Aldrich’ (MG), on 
moveover, slim $3,300. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 30-40-55-65) 
—Vogues’ (UA) and ‘Borneo’ (20th) 
dual. Will hit around $4,000, not 
healthy for this class nabe move- 
over. Last week, ‘Willie Winkie’ 
(20th) and ‘Miss Aldrich’ (MG), 
very poor $3,800. 








Portland Just So-So; 
Full of Holdovers 


Portland, Oct. 12. 
‘Lost Horizon,’ which clicked big, 
moved to the Mayfair for a third 
stanza. ‘Stella Dailas’ is worth an- 


400; 30-55)—‘Lost Horizon’ 
Third week following two big stanzas 
at the Paramount better than a nor- | 
mal first week at this house with | 


} 
| 
| 
| 


(Col). 


ood $2,900. Last week ‘Elephant 

oy’ (MG) and ‘Naughty Girls’ | 
(RKO) five days only, average} 
$2,000, | 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-55)—‘Wife, Doctor and| 
Nurse’ (20th) and ‘It’s All Yours’ |} 


Col). Registered well and picked up | 
good business; in spite of a mid-| 
week opening, held up for strong 
$7,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) | 
(2,000; 30-55)—‘Double or Nothing’ 
(Par) and ‘Counsel for Crime’ (Col). 


| 
} 


| Answered to exploitation for okay | 
| $6,500. 


Last week ‘Lost Horizon’ | 
(Col) closed a good second week at | 
$5,900 and moved to the Mayfair. 
United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- | 
55)—‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG) and | 
‘Bad Guy’ (MG). Getting big play | 
on the first pic, a b.o. winner for 
$6,000. Last week ‘Madame X’ (MG) | 
and ‘Love in Air’ (FN) pulled after | 
five days for weak $3,500, 

} 


Heat Socks Frisco; 


| 
| 





Stage Door’ 226, 
College 126, Good 


San Francisco, Oct, 12. 

The Golden Gate is hitting over 
$22,000 this week with ‘Stage Door’ | 
which had its world premiere here 
Wednesday (6). Picture didn’t get 
off to as big a start as expected, the 
day being a scorcher. However, as 
soon as the town cooled off biz 
picked up. 

Matinee trade at the houses has 
been way off because of the heat 
spell. It’s been so warm that thea- 
tres dusted off their ‘It’s Cool Inside’ 
signs in an effort to get them off the 
streets. “The Bride Wore Red,’ al- 
though not playing to smash biz, is 
headed for a better than average 
week at the Paramount. 


Estimates for This Week 


Embassy (Cohen) (1,512; 35-55-75) 
—‘Love From a Stranger’ (UA) and 
‘When Thief Meets Thief’ (UA). Not 
anything to write home about, fair 

000. Last week (5th) ‘Stella 
Dallas’ (UA) was held too long so 
folded with meagre $2,500. . 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Life Begins in College’ (20th) and 
‘Chan on Broadway’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Initial starrer for the Ritz Bros. got 
such a hefty reception last week that 
‘Life Begins’ has been held for a 
second week. Holdover gives the 
Fox a nice $12,000. Last week did 
great $21,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55- 
75)—Stage Door’ (RKO) and vaude- 
ville. Although Hepburn gets first 
billing on the RKO paper, Rogers is 
getting the first spot in all of the 
Golden Gate ads, lobby displays and 
on the marquee; $22,000 which is 
terrific. Last week ‘Saturdays 
Heroes’ (RKO) and Sally Rand did 
disappointing $18,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55-75) 
—100 Men’ (U) and ‘Counsel for 
Crime’ (Col) (3rd wk). Deanna 
Durbin picture has held up strong in 
three powerful sessions. If the 
weather doesn’t knock everything 
into a cocked-hat, Durbin picture 
will be good for five weeks. Current 
stanza pulled healthy $8,500. Last 
week big $11,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,440; 35-55- 
75)—Bride Wore Red’ (MGM) and 
‘Wine, Women and Horses’ (WB). 
New Joan Crawford starrer will 
double biz done with ‘Madame X’ 
which took a terrific nose-dive at the 
Paramount last week. Good $16,000. 
Last week ‘Madame X’ (MGM’) and 
‘My Dear Miss Aldrich’ (MGM) 
slipped badly and wound up in the 
red at $8,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
75)—‘Hell Divers’ (MGM) and ‘Part- 
ners in Crime’ (Par). Holding up 
fairly well considering the Clark 
Gable-Wallace Beery picture is a re- 











other lap at the Broadway. ‘Bride 
Wore Red’ is a b.o. winner at Par- | 
ker’s UA. 

General b.o. biz has dropped to a} 
so-so state. The burg’s total grosses 
stand at par, and it’s merely a ques- 
tion of which strong pic can pul! the 


issue. Fine $6,000. Last week (3rd) 
‘Zola’ did $6,000, 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75)—‘Vogues’ (UA) (3rd wk). 
Weather plenty hot but biz is luke- 
warm. Third and final week gives 





edge. 
Estimates for This Week | 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-55)— | 
*Stella Dallas’ (UA) (2d week). Good | 
returns, $2,700. First week regis-| 
tered well and piled up a big score 
for this house with $7,200. 


Mayfair (Parker-Eyergreen) (1,-! 


ane $5,000. Last week did good 
Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 35-55-75) 
—Lancer Spy’ (20th) and ‘Women 
Men Marry’ (MGM). Plagued aygain 
by rather weak bill, only fair at 
$12,000. Last week ‘Back in Circula- 
tion’ (WB) and ‘Sophie Lang Goes 
West’ (Par) ended with $12,000. 





First Runs on B’way 





(Subject to Change) 
Week of Oct. 14 

Astor — ‘Firefly’ (MG) (7th. 
wk). 

Capitel — ‘Bride Wore Red’ 
(MG). 

(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 29) 

Central—’ Dangerously Yours’ 
(20th) (16), 

Criterion — ‘Over the Goal’ 
(WB), ‘Nation Aflame’ (Indie) 
(15). 

(Reviewed in Varrety Oct. 6) 


Globe—‘Girl Said No’ (GN) 
(16). 

(Reviewed in Variety June 23) 
Hollywood — ‘Emile Zola’ 
(WB) (10th wk). 

Musie Hall — ‘Stage Door’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). 

Paramount — ‘Souls at Sea’ 
(Par) (13). 


(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 11) 
Rialto —‘‘Fit for a King’ 
(RKO) (15). 
(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 1) 
Rivoli — ‘Wife, Doctor and 
Nurse’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Roxy — ‘Life Begins in Col- 
lege’ (20th) (2d wk). 


Strand — ‘Alcatraz Island’ 
(WB) (13). 
(Reviewed in current VARIETY) 


Week of Oct. 21 
Astor — ‘Firefly’ (MG) (8th 
wk). 

Capitel — ‘Double Wedding’ 
(MG). ; 
(Reviewed in Vartetry Sept. 22) 
Criterion—‘Music for Madame’ 

(RKO) (22). 


(Reviewed in Varrety Sept. 14) 
Gleobe—‘Girl Said No’ (GN) 
(2d wk), 
Hollywood — ‘Emile Zola’ 


(WB) (llth wk). 
Music Hall — ‘Victoria the 
Great’ (RKO). 
(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 25) 
Paramount — ‘Souls at Sea’ 
(Par) (2d wk). 
Rivoli—‘Wife, Doctor, Nurse’ 
(20th) (3d wk). 


Roxy — ‘Ali Baba -Goes to 
Town’ (20th) (22), 

Strand — ‘Perfect Specimen’ 
CWB) (23). 


(Reviewed in Vanrrety Sept. 29) 


TENDA’ SOCKO 
126, MONTREAL 


Montreal, Oct. 12. 
High spot for the week is ‘Zenda’ 
at Palace, with socko $12,000. Loew’s 
will beat this, but on stage show. 
‘Double or Nothing’ got a nice play 
at Capitol and general main stems’ 
grosses are well on the upswing. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 50) — ‘Zenda’ 
(UA). Going great guns for rousing 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Vogues’ (UA) 
grossed good $9,000. 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50) — ‘Double 














Night’ (Par). Should gross $9,000, 
good. Last week, ‘Big City’ (MG) 
and ‘Blonde Trouble’ (WB), super- 
average $9,500. 
Leew’s (M.T.Co.) (3,200; 50) — 
‘Sheik Steps Out’ (Rep) and ‘Holly- 
wood Band Wagon’ stage show. 
Packed them in for handsome 
$14,000. Last week’s repeat of ‘100 
Men and a Girl’ (U) excellent 


$10,000. 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 50) — ‘Var- 
sity Show’ (WB) and ‘Salute to 


Valor’ (Canadian Government), $6,- 
500, good. Last week, ‘Dodd Takes 
the Air’ (WB) and ‘The Devil Is 
Driving’ (Col), good $6,000. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50) — H. O. ‘La Porte du Large’ 
good $1,600 on repeat after a very 
nice $2,200 last week.’ 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 34) 
—Courrier Sud’ and ‘La Dame de 
Vittel,’ $7,000, very good. Last week, 
‘A Nous Deux, Madame La Vie’ and 
‘Un Mauvais Garcon,’,.good at $6,500. 


‘BRIDE,’ $20,000, BEST 
IN D.C; AMS FLOP, 156 


Washington, Oct. 12. 

Football playing havoc with the 
flicker b.o. this week, both after- 
noons and night. Only one house 
playing new celluloid is really in the 
money and that’s the Palace, which 
opened to laugh at critics with “The 
Bride Wore Red.’ 

‘Annapolis Salute,’ filmed 30 miles 
away at Naval Academy, was heavily 
sold by Earle along local lines but 
isn’t clicking as expected. Neither is 
‘Music for Madame,’ although Nino 
Martini’s success in same house with 
‘Gay Desperado’ looked due to clinch 
sock debut. 

Estimates for This Week 


Capitel (Loew) (3,424; 35-66) — 

















‘Madame X’ (MG) and vaude. Bowes’ 


or Nothing’ (Par) and ‘On Such a, 











Waring- Circulation’ $20,000 








~ Breaks Mpls. Jinx; ‘1M Men; 10G 


all-eolored: ams no help at all with 
flop $15,000. Last week ‘Life Begins 
in College’ (20th) and big apple 
revue clicked with good $21,000. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) (2d run). 
Re-opened on mainstem to average 
$4,500. Last week ‘Stella Dallas’ 
(UA) (2d run) took big $6,000. 


Earle (WB) (2,244; 35-66)—‘An- 
napolis Salute’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Adjacent Naval Academy angle 


heavily sold but got light $15,000. 
Last week ‘That Certain Woman’ 
(WB) and Xavier Cugat same figure. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 
‘Music for Madame’ (RKO). Mats 
off and take fair $7,000. Last week 
‘Vogues’ (UA) slipped swiftly after 
sock opening to $10,000. 

Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40)—“‘Souls at 
Sea’ (Par) (2d run). Repeat good at 
$5,500. Last week ‘Drummond Comes 
Back’ (Par) hung on to oke $4,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-55)—“The 
Brid? Wore Red’ (MG). Only star- 
studded marquee in town and lead- 
ing all with hefty $20,000 despite 
crix mild reception. Last week ‘Dead 
End’ (UA) (2d week) fair $7,000. 





Radio Socks Indpls 
But ‘Bride’ $9,000; 
Forget 86, Good: 


Indianapolis, Oct. 12. 
Slump in matinee trade noticeable 
with broadcasts of world series and 


football games over weekend keep- 
ing natives at their radio sets and 
away from the downtown theatres 
until evening. 

‘Bride Wore Red’ is setting the 
pace in the first runs with a strong 
take at Loew’s. ‘That Certain 
Woman’ at the Circle is faring 
mildly, while ‘They Won't Forget’ at 
the vaudfilm Lyric with ‘St Moritz 
Ice Carnival’ on the stage is okay 
without being big. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-40) 
—High, Wide, and Handsome’ -(Par ) 
dualled with ‘Drummond Comes 
Back’ (Par). Moved over for a 
second week from the Circle. Take 

,000, even. Last week ‘Lancer 

py’ (20th) in first run was in red 
with only $2,200. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 25-40) 
—That Certain Woman’ (WB) on 
twin bill with ‘Annapolis Salute’ 
(RKO). ‘National ads on former pic, 
but modest $5,000. Last week ‘High, 
Wide, and Handsome’ (Par) dualled 
with ‘Drummond Comes Back’ (Par) 
did all right at $6,700. : 

Keith’s (Kane) (1,300; 15-25)— 
‘Artists and Models’ (Par) (second 
run) and vaude. Pic billed over 
stage show in ads. Everybody won- 
dering what keeps house open with 
gross carmine for five weeks in row. 
Take $2,500, poor. Last week ‘Rain’ 
(UA) revival and vaude, $2,800, bad. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-40)— 
‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG) on dual with 
‘My Dear Miss Aldrich’ (MG), Take 
$9,000, ve good, Last week 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) dualled 
with ‘Bad Guy’ (MG) $9,200, oke. 





Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘The Won’t Forget’ (WB) and 
vaude. Ice carnival featured on 


stage about equally with the pic- 
ture. Grossed $8,000, good. st 
week ‘Life Begins In College’ (20th) 
and vaude headlining Lottie Mayer 
water ballet finished strong at 
$11,000, dandy. 


‘VOGUES’ DUALLED WITH 
‘LONDON’ 116, TOPS KC 


Kansas City, Oct. 12. 
Looks like an off week for pic 
houses currently. Rain and World 
Series socked most. Some recovery 











Sunday night, but little hope for a 
forte week. ; | 
‘Vogues’ at Midland has shown | 
best night strength, with all houses 
weak on mat biz. 
Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)—‘Lancer 
Spy’ (20th) and vaude. On the chin 
with weak $7,500. Last week, ‘Chan 
on Broadway’ (20th) and Little Jack 
Little Band, $10,000, so-so. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘High, Wide and Handsome’ (Par) 
and ‘On Again, Off Again’ (RKO), 
$9,000, fairish. Last week ‘Zola’ 
(WB) went to nice $10,000 and 
moved to Newman. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40)—- | 
“Vogues’ (UA) and ‘London by Night’ | 
(MG). Topper expected to be a mat 
draw; got bad break from weather 
man and series; fair $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Big City’ (MG) and ‘All 
Yours’ (Col). Under expectations at 
$14,000, but okay. 

(1,900; 25-40)— 





Newman. (Par) 


Minneapolis, Oct, 12. 

The depression has :vanished at 
least for a week, It took Fred War. 
ing and his Spee yg od on the 
Orpheum stage and ‘100 Men and a 
Girl’ on the Century screen to turn 
the trick, routing old man gloom, 
who has been around too long. The 
way business is bouncing back at 
these two loop houses shows that 
there’s still plenty of public response 
on tap for outstanding entertain- 
ment. 

Transients attracted to the Minne- 
sota-Indiana football game, which 
drew 42,000, helped weekend trade. 

Estimates for This Week 
. Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
—Between Two Women’ (MG) (2d 
run) split with dual first runs, 
‘Borneo’ (20th) and ‘You Can’t Beat 
Love’ (RKO) last four days. Hit 
fair $1,000. Last week, ‘I Met Him 
in Paris’ (Par) split with ‘Slim’ 
(WB) (2d runs) and last three days 


dual first runs, ‘Hot Water’ (20th) 
and ‘Draegerman Courage’ (FN), 
$900. Light. % 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600: 
25-35-55 )—100 Men and a Girl’ (U). 





Raves by critics and customers will 
spell an indefinite run. Fine $10,000. 


Last week, ‘Make a Wish’ (RKO), 
weak $3,000 far six days. 
Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200: 


25-35-55)—“High, Wide and Hand- 
some’ (Par). Nothing spared this 
one in the way of exploitation and 
advertising, but it isn’t delivering 
at the boxoffice; $7,000. Last week, 


‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse’ (20th), 
$8,000. Mild. 
Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890: 


35-40-55 )—“Back in Circulation’ (FN) 
and Fred Waring’s ‘Pennsylvanians’ 
on stage. Latter the big draw, and 
how. Big $20,000. Last week, ‘Big 
City’ (MG), $7,000. Fair. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
40)—‘Bad Guy’ (MG) and ‘She’s No 
Lady’ (Par). Dual bill hasn’t much 
in way of b.o. appeal; light $2,500; 
Last week, ‘Devil Is Driving’ (Col) 
and ‘Lady Escapes’ (20th), $2,800, 
Mild. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘Mags 
nificent Obsession’ Reissue 
really bringing in customers despite 
numerous loop and neighborhood en- 
gagements and good $800. Last week, 
‘Face on Barroom Floor’ (revival), 
$400. Bad. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘One in Million’ (20th). First nabe 
showing. Fair $3,000. Last week, 
‘Artists and Models’ (Par), $3,200. 
Pretty good. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—From Tzar to Lenin’ (Foreign). 
Limited interest for light $900. Last 
week, ‘Janosik’ (Foreign), $1,200. 
Light. 


Rain Helped Nebraska; 
‘Ice, Big $4,700, Tops All 


: Lincoln, Oct. 12. 

_ Rainy and cool weather weekend 
is what the exhibs have been pray- 
ing for and finally got it. Sends 
‘Thin Ice’ out and away with the 
money, very good $4,700. 

New ad policy with the theatres 
has them spreading themselves, and 
it’s hitting the patrons right in the 








eye. All houses up. 
Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)— 


‘Bride for Henry’ (Mono) and ‘My 
Man Godfrey’ (U) split with ‘Hit 
the Saddle’ (Rep) and ‘Windjammer’ 
(RKO). Biz fair, $900. Last week, 
‘13th Man’ (Mono) and Louis-Farr 
fight split with ‘Shadows of the 
Orient’ (Mono) and ‘Empty Holsters’ 
(WB), fair, $925. 

LincoIn (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— 
‘Confession’ (WB). College. dames 
giving this a play, good $2,600. Last 
week, ‘San Quentin’ (WB) ran itself 
out on the weekend, but nice $2,400. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20) 
—‘Love from a Stranger’ (UA) and 
‘Blonde Trouble’ (Par) split with 
‘Knight Without Armor’ (UA) and 
Handy Andy’ (20th). ‘Stranger’ was 
a wow on a keen dare ad campaign 
to the women by Manager Kenny 
Mead. Carried the b.o. battle to 
$1,700, very good. Last week, ‘Car- 
nival of Champions’ (Indie) and 
‘Trader Horn’ (MG) sharing with 
“Wild and Woolly’ (20th) and ‘Think 
Fast, Mr. Moto’ (20th), n.s.b...$1.400. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900: 10-25-40)— 
‘Thin Ice’ (20th). Henie pic okay at 
$4,700. Last week, ‘100 Men and a 
Girl’ (U) got $4,700, ultra-nice. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15- 
25)—‘Boots and Saddles’ (Rep) and 
first chapter ‘Jungle Menace’ (Rep): 
Inaugurates western and_ action 
policy here, dropping back to l5c 
any time. Good breaking on this 
one. $1,100. Last week ‘It Happened 
in Hollywood’ (Col) did $1,000. 





‘Zola’ (WB) (2d run). Did fair 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Double or Noth- 
ing’ (Par) (2d run) mild $4,000. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,020; 25-40)— 
‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse’ (20th) (2d 
run). Got away to fine $4,500. bast 
week, ‘100 Men and Girl’ (U) (2d 
week), good $3,200. 
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Loop Holding Up Nicely Topped By 
Ritz Pic-Hutton Band, Big $38,000: 
High, Wide Oke $31,000, Palace 186 





Chicago, Oct. 12. 
General business downtown is 
holding up well currently, with the 
oustanding note being the forging 
ahead of the Oriental to the fore- 
front of the grossing brigade, pass- 
ing the traditional leader, the Chi- 


cago. 

Combination of ‘Life Begins at 
College’ on screen and Ina Pay Hut- 
ton on stage is the lure at the Orien- 
tal, and the take will easily estab- 
lish a new high mark for the newly 


established first-class policy for this 
house. Looks as if the price of 75c. 
top doesn’t interfere with grosses if 
the attractions are there. 


State-Lake is trying once more 
with a revival flicker, this time 
‘Roberta.’ House has had phenome- 
nal success with its previous re- 
peaters, but currently indications are 
that it will be just another week: 
on the profit side but not the busi- 
ness expected. 


Holdovers at a number of theatres. 
‘Lost Horizon’ continues at the 
Apollo on its third showing in the 
loop, having moved over from the 
Chicago. Aside from the Chicago is 
‘Souls at Sea,’ now at the Garrick. 
‘Thin Ice’ holds at the Roosevelt, but 


goes out shortly. The Chicago 
doesn’t hold over its picture, but 
does continue with the previous 


week’s stage show. Show had been 
booked in originally on a two-week 
contract with ‘Souls at Sea,’ but was 
withdrawn after a single session. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
_— ‘Lost Horizon’, (Col). Holds for still 

another (fourth) week in _ loop, 
around $5,000 currently, okay, fol- 
-lowing good $7,000 last week. 
’ Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘High, Wide’ (Par) and stage show. 
Didn’t get away with any real power, 
being particularly just so-so during 
the afternoons. Nights are better, 
-but doesn’t indicate any genuine 
strength at $31,000 pace. Last week 
‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) good but not 
exciting at $33,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
— Souls at Sea’ (Par). Moved here 
frcm the Chicago, looks for Satis- 
factory $5,000. ast week ‘Certain 
Woman’ (WB) just fairish with 
* $4,100. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Life. Begins’ (20th) and Ina Ray Hut- 
ton band on stage. Accounting for 
considerable share of business boom- 
ing currently. Heading far to the 
‘front to a mighty $38,000. Doing five 
and six shows daily to handle the 
crowds. Last week ‘Wife, Doctor’ 
(20th) turned in fine $25,000. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Breakfast for Two’ (RKO) and 
Fats Waller on pinge. Moving along 
to a fair $18,000. Last week Milton 
Berle on stage topped the picture, 
“Music for Madame’ (RKO) with an 
excellent coin count of $26,600. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Thin Ice’ (20th) (3d-final 
week). About $8,500 for its final 
seven days, nothing of importance. 
Last week touched $13,000 for the 
second session of the picture, good. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35-45- 
55)—‘Roberta’ (RKO) and _ vaude. 
Revival flicker doesn’t have the 
Strength of the previous repeater 
pictures. However, still a money- 
maker on steady pees of this 
house at $13,000. st week ‘Marry 
the Girl’ (WB) took good $13,400. 


United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—Broadway Melody’ 
(MG). Opened Saturday (9) and 
looks for good $20,000 on its getting- 
away week. Last week ‘Big City’ 
(MG) finished to fair $9,100. 


BIZ N.S.G. IN SEATTLE, 
ZOLA’S’ $9,200 TOPS 


Seattle, Oct. 12. 

‘Lost Horizon’ ended okay month 
Tun at Liberty after two good road- 
shows weeks in Seattle, giving way 
to ‘Dead End.’ ‘Zola’ is getting at- 
tention at Fifth Avenue, with ‘100 
fen’ moving to M. B., while ‘Zola’ 
OWs out at Paramount to ‘Wife. 
Octor and Nurse.’ Orpheum is 
making a big advertising play for 
‘That Certain Woman,’ while the 
Vvaudefilm Palomar is playing up 
Cagney in ‘Something to Sing 
About.’ This sums the local situa- 
> with general biz none too tor- 








Estimates for This Week 
(quite Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
900: 27)—‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) 
whee: and ‘Footloose Heiress’ 
WB») dual, $1,500 on six days bid: 
rea cek eight days, ‘Windjammer’ 
RKO) and ‘Dance, Charlie’ (FN) 
dual. $2.700, okay. 

( coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
sia? 21-32)—‘Emperor’s Candle- 
(20u, (MGM) and ‘She Had to Eat’ 
“0th) dual, $3,300, fair; last week 








ve 


‘Saratoga’ (MGM) and ‘Wild Money’ 
(Par) dual, $3,400, good. 

Colonial (Sterling) (859: 10-21)— 
‘Lash of Penitentes’ (Ind) and 
‘Bribe For Henry’ (Mono) dual, 
$2,200, fair; last week ‘Three Legion- 


aires’ (Gen) and ‘Shadow Strikes 
Again’ (GN) dual, nice enough 
$2,500. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,400; 32-37-42 )—‘Emile 
Zola’ (WB) and ‘Disney Academy 


Award Revue’ (UA) played as other 
half of dual, oke, $9,200; last week 
‘100 Men and Girl’ (U) and ‘My 
Dear Miss Aldrich’ (MGM) dual, 
solid $9,700, big. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 21-32-42)— 
‘Dead End’ (UA) single bill, bill- 
board and newspaper © campaign, 
good $9,000; last week ‘Lost Hori- 
zon’ (Col), 4th week, $5,200, ex- 
cellent. 

Music ‘Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42)—100 Men and Girl’ 
(U) and ‘My. Dear Miss Aldrich’ 
(MGM) dual, moved from Fifth, 2nd 
week, $4,200, great; last week ‘Thin 
Ice’ (20th) and ‘Mile From Heaven’ 
(20th) dual, $2,800, okay. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,700; 32-37-42 )—'That Certain 
Woman’ (FN) and ‘Big Shot’ (RKO) 
dual, . indicating $5,000 mild; last 
week ‘Love Under Fire’ (20th) and 
‘Mr. Dodd Takes Air’ (FN) dual, 
$6,200, good. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
37)—‘Something to Sing About’ 
(GN) and vaude, headlining Hilton 
Twins, indicating. $3,600; last week 
‘Sheik Steps Out’ (Rep) and vaude, 
so-so $3,300. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,106; 32-37-42) —Wife, Doctor and 
Nurse’ (20th) and ‘Annapolis Sa- 
lute’: (RKO) dual, expected $10,000; 
last week, ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) 
single bill, 2nd week, $6,400, good. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— 
‘Toast of New York) (RKO) and 
‘Talk of Devil’ (GB) dual, likely 
reaching $2,200; last week ‘Road 
Back’ (U) and ‘Marry the Girl’ 
(WB), $2,500, mild. 


Bride, $14,000, 
Tops Providence; 


Balance Spotty 


Providence, Oct. 12. 


Mediocre film fare for the most, 
and grosses are likewise. Loew’s 
State only real grosser in town, 
crowds swarming to see ‘Bride Wore 
Red’ on double bill. In second place 
is Majestic again with ‘Life Begins 
in College,’ also on dualer. 

Fay’s leading Empire with Bowes 
unit doing most of the pull on bill 
including ‘Footloose Heiress.’ Albeo 
yanked ‘Music for Madame’ and ‘An- 
napolis Salute’ yesterday (11), not 
only because of poor showing but 
also to cash in on Columbus Day 
holiday trade today (12). 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (2,200; 25-35-59)—‘Music for 
Madame’ (RKO) and ‘Annapolis 
Salute’ (RKO); five days only; $4,000. 
‘Breakfast for Two’ (RKO) and 
‘Saturday’s Heroes’ (RKO) in today. 
Last week ‘Life of Party’ (RKO) and 
‘Flight From Glory’ (RKO); got the 
overflow from Loew’s to garner a 
fair $7,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew’'s) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Dead End’. (UA) and ‘Dear 
Miss Aldrich’ (MG); brought in for 
second week from Loew's; $5,009, 
Last week ‘Varsity Show’ (WB) 
badly off at $2,300. 

Empire (Indie) (1,600; 25-30-40)— 
‘I Cover the War’ (U) and vaude. 
Bad start, but cut in prices helping 
a lot; $5,500. Last week ‘Naughty 
Marietta’ (MG) on revival was nice 
at $6,100. 

Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Footloose 
Heiress’ (WB) and Bowes Interna- 
tional Unit; $6,900; good. Last week 








‘Back in Circulation’ (WB) under 
expectations at $5,900. 
Loew’s State (3.200: 25-35-5))— 


‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG) and ‘Coun- 
sel for Crime’ (Col.); $14,000. Last 
week ‘Dead End’ (UA) and ‘Dear 
Miss Aldrich’ (MG) was one of the 
choicest grab bags at $16,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Life Begins at College’ (20th) and 
‘Lancer Spy’ (20th); $8,500. Last 
week ‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse’ (20th) 
and ‘Chan On Broadwav’ (20.1) 
came through with swell $9,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘High, Wide and Handsome’ (Par); 
disappointing at $9.500 on nine-day 
run. Last week ‘Such a Night’ (Par) 
and ‘Gangway’ (GB) only $4,000 on 
five-day run; n.s.g. 








; $3 Matinee 


Toronto, Oct. 12. 

With an infantile paralysis 
epidemic murdering biz here, 
theatres are chalking up new 
all-time lows for b.o. grosses 
and many are indefinitely call- 
ing off matinees. 

Lansdowne, 1,300 - seater, 
Screened two-feature pictures 
and a short for 30 kids on a re- 
cent Saturday aft. B.o. take—$3. 


Bride’ Tops L ville | 
With $10,000; ‘Way, 
Fibber, Okay 6/46 


Louisville, Oct. 12. 




















Takings have been running along | 
at a pretty good clip, in spite of stiff | 
opposish from the Kentuckiana | 


Women’s Institute, a promotion of | 
the Courier-Journal. Various free | 
events drew plenty of film patrons | 
to the Fair Grounds for a swing | 
session. 


Topping first runs currently is | 
‘Bride Wore Red’ and ‘Miss Aldrich’ 
at Loew’s State. Plenty of femme 
interest. “This Way, Please’ is vull- 
ing the radio-fans at the Rialto. 
Holdovers are doing nicely at the 
other downtown houses, 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) (1,- 
500; 15-33-40)—‘Prisoner of Zenda’ 
(UA) and ‘Man Who Could Work 
Miracles’ (UA), dual, in second 
downtown week okay at $2,300. Last 
week ‘Wife. Doctor. Nurse’ (20th) 
and ‘Hot Water’ (20th), dual, good 
$2,400. 


Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Exclusive’ (Par) and ‘Suver Sleuth’ 
(RKO). dual, split with ‘San Quen- 
tin’ (WB) and ‘Dance, Charlie, 
Dance’ (WB), dual, okay for $2.100, 
average. Last week ‘Wee Willie 
Winkie’ (20th) and ‘Ever Since Eve’ 
(WB), good $2,300. 

Loew’s State (3,000: 15-33-40)— 
‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG) and ‘Miss 
Aldrich’ (MG), dual. Femmes show- 
ing plenty of interest in this pair 
for healthy $10,000, to top the town, 
Last week ‘Vogues’ (UA) and ‘Fight 
to.a Finish’ (Col), dual. not outstand- 
ing, but tallied satisfactory $6,400. 





Mary Anderson (Libson) (1.000: 
15-33-40)—‘Emile Zola’ (WB). second 
week. Take about $4,000. _ fair 
enouch, considering first week’s big 
$8,500. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)— ‘Swing 
Time’ (RKO) and ‘Great Guy’ (GN), 
dual, svlit with ‘Go West, Youn? 
Man’ (Par) and ‘Accusin? Finger’ 
(Par), dual, average $1,300. Last 
week ‘College Holiday’ (Par) and 
‘Smartest Girl in Town’ (RKO). dual. 
snlit with ‘Yellow Caren’ (GN) and 
‘Valiant Is Word for Carrie’ (Par), 
dual, fair $1,200. 

Rialta (Fourth Ave.) (3,000: 15-33- 
40)—‘This Wav, Please’ (Par) and 
‘Partners in Crime’ (Par), dual. Fib- 
ber McGee and Mollie, vlus Mary 
Livineston, proving potent draw for 
$6.500, okav. T.ast week ‘High, Wide’ 
(Par) fine $6,400. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,590; 15- 
33-40) —‘Life Begins in College’ 
(20th) and ‘Chan on Broadw?v’ 
(20th), dual. Holdover stanza still 
nacks plenty of pull at $3.700. Oven- 
ing stanza ws one of year’s biggest 
for house, $7.000. 


Chill Weather Aids B’klyn 
‘End,’ 14G; ‘100 Men,’ 14G 


Brooklyn, Oct. 12. 


Real cold weather and all down- 
town deluxers are cashing in on 
good flickers, especially Loew’s Met, 
where ‘Dead End’ is holding over 
second week, RKO Albee with ‘100 
Men ard a Girl,’ and Fabian’s Par 
with ‘That Certain Woman.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (2,500: 25-35-55)—‘100 Men 
and a Girl’ (U) and ‘Annapolis Sa- 
lute’ (RKO). Nice $14,000. Last 
week ‘Make a Wish’ (RKO) and 
‘Forty Nauchty Girls’ (RKO) got 
$14,000, good. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55) — ‘Sophie | 
Lang Goes West’ (Par) and ‘It Hap- 
pened in Hollywood’ (Col). Batis. | 

| 








factory at $13,500. Last week ‘Out- 
laws of the Orient’ (Col) and ‘Foot- 
loose Heiress’ (WB) got okay $13.000. 

Met (2,400; 25-35-55)—‘Dead End’ 
(UA) and ‘My Dear Miss Aldrich’ 
(MG) (2d week). Good $14,000. Last 
week $16,000. 

Paramount (4.000: 25-35-55)—That 
Certain Woman’ (WB) and ‘Small 
Town Boy.’ Swell $17,000. Last 
week ‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) and | 
‘On Such a Night’ (Par) (2nd week) | 
got attractive $12,500. 

Strand (2,000: 25-35-55) — ‘She 
Asked for It’ (Par) and ‘Two Min- | 
utes to Play’ will get $4,500, quiet. | 
Last week ‘On Again-Off Again’ | 
(RKO) and ‘Forlorn River’ 
got okay $5,000 








Series Mob Booms 


a 


Bway; Stage 


Door’ Sock $112,000, Ritzes $65,000, 
Both Hold: Heidt-End’ Record 456 





Tone of business along Broadway 
is much firmer this week and with 
yesterday’s holiday (Columbus Day) 
as help, the totals on the treasurer’s 
reports will be something to look at. 
Saturday and Sunday patronage was 
up considerably over the prior week 
due no doubt to World’s Series 
crowds, and expectations were that 
yesterday (Tues.) would finish big. 
The files show that Columbus Day is 
always a good one for the theatres. 


One record may topple, that of the 
State where Rudy Vallee established 
the all-time high of $44,500. House 
had the biggest Sunday’s business in 
its history and Monday (11) was 
running ahead of Vallee, indicating 
a likely $45,000 or better. State is 
playing ‘Dead End’ on second run 
after a five weeks’ engagement at 
the Rivoli, together with Horace 
Heidt’s orchestra. Latter is credited 
with much of the draught that’s pro- 
ducing record business. 

Three new releases, ‘Stage Door,’ 
‘Life Begins at College’ and ‘Wife, 
Doctor and Nurse’ are all highly 
welcome visitors at their respective 
houses, ‘Door’ is away up in the 
smash class at the Music Hall which 
looks to at least $112,000 on the first 
week. Picture is in for a fortnight 
with a control figure set for a third 
week. 

The Roxy continues its fancy trade 
with the new Ritz Bros. picture, 
‘College,’ off to a whale of a gallop 
and likely to have enough steam to 
hit $65,000. It is also a holdover. 
‘Wife, Dr. and Nurse’ is not. com- 
paratively as big at the Rivoli but 
stacks up strong enough for about 
$30,000 on its first week, good. 


‘This Way, Please’ is better for the 
Criterion than has been its luck 
lately, possibly $9,000, while ‘Counsel 
for Crime,’ nestling at the Rialto, 
should end at around $7,500. Central 
does not improve its ‘position with 
‘Shadows of the Orient,’ probably 
no more than $7,000, moderate. House: 
last week finished at $6,900 with ‘Sea 
Racketeers.’ 


Two  holdovers, 
weeks, are strong finishers. ‘High, 
Wide and Handsome,’ with the 
Hudson-deLange orchestra and Yacht 
Club Boys last night (Tues.) wound 
up its third semester at the Par 
with $32,000, while ‘Good Earth’: is 
maintaining good strength at the 


both on third 





Capitol where it ought to get $25,000 
or better compared with around 
$30,000 last week (2d). ‘Souls at 
Sea’ and the Benny Meroff band, 
plus Jane Froman, opens at the 
Paramount today (Wed.), while the 





| ‘Back in Circulation’ (WB). 


| ists and Models’ 
| $14,000. 


Bride, A&M Do 
Big $14,000 As 
Cincy Leaders 


Cincinnati, Oct. 12. 


Only three new releases at the 
major cinemas currently. Two of 
’em, ‘Artists and Models’ at the Pal- 
ace, and ‘Bride Wore Red’ at the 
Albee, dead heat for the top take at 
$14,000. ‘Chan on Broadway’ is 
tugging $4,500 for Keith’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) = (3,500; 35-42)— 
‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG). Exczllent, 
$14,000. Last week ‘Souls at Sea’ 
(Par), $11,500, fair. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Vogues’ (UA). Transferred from 
Palace for second week, fair, $4,00). 





Last week ‘Big City’ (MG) (2d 
week), $4,500, fair. 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 


‘Stuttering Bishop’ (WB), ‘Mr. Moto’ 
(20th), ‘Flyaway Baby’ (WB), sepa- 
rate. Good, $2,300. Last week ‘Wind- 
jammer’ (RKO) and ‘Big Business’ 
(RKO), split, $2,200, average. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)—‘Life | 
of the Party’ (RKO). Moved over 
from Lyric for second week. N.s.z., 
$2,500. Last week ‘Certain Woman’ 
(WB) (2d week), $2,500, ordinary. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Charlie Chan on Broadway’ (20th). 
Fair, $4,509. Same last week on 





Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Souls | 
at Sea’ (Par). Switched from Albee 
for second week, poor, $3,000. Last 
week ‘Life of the Party’ (RKO), 
$6,000, very good. 

Palace (RKO) (2,609; 35-42 )—‘Art- | 
(Par). Very good, | 
Last week ‘Vogues’ (UA), | 
$13,000, good. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 
‘Thin Ice’ (20th) (3d 





35-42)— 
week), All| 


Cap brings in ‘Bride Wore Red’ to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 

‘Back in Circulation,’ off last night 
(Tues.) after four days on a second 
week at around $7,000 is replaced 
today (Wed.) by ‘Alcatraz Island.’ 
‘Circulation’ finished better than it 
started, first full week having been 
under $15,000. 

‘Zola’ continues at the Hollywood 
at a pace of around $17,000, while 
‘Firefly,’ tenanting the Astor, is run- 
ning around $7,000 and with the nut 
trimmed away down is not yet dated 
for closing. : 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—Firefly’ (MG) (6th week). Last 
week (5th) stuck to around $7,000, 
at which it is claimed small profit is 
shown through greatly reduced nut, 
and no closing date up. 


Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 


‘Good Earth’ (MG) (3d week). On 
this, the 3d-final, week this spec is 
comparatively better than it was on 
the second and should wind up with 
$25,000 or more, compared with 
$30,000 the second stanza. ‘Brice 
Wore Red’ (MG) arrives tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 

Central (1,000; 25-35-40-55-65-75- 


85-99 )—’Shadows of Orient’ (Mono). 
Not arousing much interest, around 
$7,000, under average. Last week 
‘Sea Racketeers’ (Rep) dragged 
down $6,900. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—'This 
Way, Please’ (Par). Conditions are 
considerably better with this one, 
possibly $9,000, okay. Last week 
‘Sophie Lang Goes West’ (Par) man- 
aged only a little over $5,000. 

Globe (1,274; 25-40-65)—‘Some- 
thing to Sing About’ (GN) (4th 
week), Started on its  fourth- 
final week Monday (11) but will go 
only five days to be replaced Satur- 
day (16) by ‘Girl Said No’ (GN), 
Third week for the Cagney musical 
around $6,500, fair. 

Hollywood (1,454; 55-85-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20 )-—‘Zola’ (WB) (9th wk). 
Maintainin stamina at pace of 
around $17,000 and in here indefi- 


nitely. Best money-maker house 
has ever had. 
Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘That - 


Certain Woman’ (WB) (2d run) and 
‘Footloose Heiress’ (WB) (ist run), 
doubled. Off a little here, but okay 
at $9,500. Last week the take ran to 
slightly over $10,000 with ‘Thin Ice’ 
(20th) (2nd run) and ‘Annapolis 
Salute’ (RKO) (1st run), 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—High, Wide’ (Par) and, in pit, 
Hudson-deLange orchestra, plus 
Yacht Club Boys (3d-final week), 
Turns in big profit at $32,000 on 
third (final) week ending last night 
(Tues.) after a second week of $37,- 
500. Dropping only $5,000 in itself 
indicates how much firmer business 
is this week as against the prior lap. 
‘Souls at Sea’ (Par), following recent 
$2 run at the Globe, plus the Benny 
Meroff band and Jane Froman opens 
today (13). 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65)—‘Stage Door’ (RKO) 
and stage show. This one is a 
mighty puller-inner, indications 
pointing to a very big $112,000, or 
bit better the first week. Goes a 
second. In ahead, ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(Col), on its second week picked up 
toward the last to finish at $72,000. 

Rialto (750: 25-40-55)—Counsel 
for Crime’ (Col). The house of 
thrillers will get about $7,500 with 
this one. Last week ‘It Happened in 
Hollywood’ (Col), got the same, 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Wife, Dr. and Nurse’ (20th), Opened 
Saturday (9) and off to a good start, 
looking in vicinity of $30,000 the 
first week after two RKO disap- 
pointers here. ‘Life of the Party’ 
(RKO) died, only $11,000 on its sine 
gle week here. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-45-55-75)—'Life 
Begins at College’ (20th) and stage 
show. Started out like a house afire 
and is burning its way through to a 
first week’s gross of $65,000 or there- 
abouts, immense, holding. Houce 
hit $35,000 first three days with this 
package of sweets from the 20th-Fox 
factory. Third (final) week for ‘100 
Men and Girl’ (U) very strong, 
$40,800, picture on its 21-day run 
going to $157,500 and returning a 
rental to U of $45,000 under deal 
made. 

Strand (2,767: 25-55-75)—‘Back in 
Circulation’ (WB) (2d week). Held 
four days on a second week, closing 
last night (Tues.) with around 
$7,000 on the holdover, comparative- 
ly better than on its first seven Cvs, 
when doing under $15.000. ‘Alcatraz’ 
(WB) debuts today (Wed.). 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Dead Erd’ 
(UA) (2d run) and Horace Heidt 
orchestra. A new high of $45,009 or 
bit over is in nrosvect in spite cf te 
fact ‘Dead End’ did five s‘rong 
weeks at tbe Riv first run. Heidt is 
held to be very imvortantly re:non- 
sible for the smash businrss being 
done. Record was $44,509, set by 
Rudy Vallee. Last week, ‘"r°rdway 


(Par) | right, $4,500. Last week $7,500, good. | Melody’ (MG) (2d run) and Fletcher 
\ Will hold for fourth and final week. | Henderson's orchestra, $28,000, good. 
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100 Men’-Idol Leads Hub, $25,000- 
Plus ‘Wife, Good 246 


Dorothy Stone 





bs 


Boston, Oct. 12. 

‘Big City’ at the Orph and State 
and ‘100 Men’ at the Memorial, both 
on dual bills, are leaders this week. 
‘Wife, Doctor, Nurse,’ with stage 
show, is slightly off at the Met, 
while ‘Music for Madame,’ with stage 
show, is very aenemic at the Boston. 

George Raft, in a sudden, im- 
promptu personal appearance at the 
Met for two days last week, helped 
the b.o. finale, and another p.a. by 
Raft at the Scollay where ‘Souls at 
Sea’ was filming caused a jam out 
front that necessitated calling the 
riot squad. 

Estimates for This Week 

Beston (RKO) (3,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Music for Madame” (RKO) and stage 
show, n.s.h., around $13,500. Last 
week “There Goes the Groom’ (RKO) 
and Fats Waller stage show, okay 
$19,000. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘This Way, Please’ (Par) and 
‘They Won't Forget’ (WB), dual, 
satisfactory $6,500. Last week so-so 
$5,000 for ‘Drummond Comes Back’ 
(Per) and ‘Back in Circulation’ 
(WB). 


Hub (Grand) (930; 20-30-40)—"Two 
Who Dared’ (GN) and ‘Here’s Flash 
Casey’ (GN), dual, tepid $5,800. Last 
week $5,300 for ‘Girl Said No’ (GN) 
dnd ‘Renfrew of Mounted (GN). 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
40-55)—‘100 Men’ (U) and ‘Idol of 
the Crowds’ (U), dual, spinning the 
wickets to tune of big $25,000. Last 
week ‘Vogues’ (UA) and ‘Lady 
Fights Back’ (U), second week, dual, 
swerved after the weekend and 
finished with pallid $12,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—Wife, Doctor, Nurse’ (20th) and 
stage show headed by Dorothy 
Stone, adequate $24,000. Last week 
good $25,500 for ‘High, Wide and 
Handsome,’ with stage show, plus 
two-day p.a. by George Raft. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
50)—Big City’ (MG) and ‘Women 
Men Marry’ (MG), double, very 
staunch, $19,000. Last week ‘Dead 
End’ (UA) and ‘Can’t Last Forever’ 
(Col), dual, second week, $14,800, 
good for h.o. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
55)—This Way, Please’ (Par) and 
‘They Won't Forget’ (WB), dual, 
satisfactory $8,500. Last week medium 
$6,800 fo> ‘Back in Circulation’ (WB) 
and ‘Drummond Comes Back’ (Par), 
dual. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40-50) 
—Varsity Show’ (WB) (3rd run) 
and ‘Back in Circulation’ (WB) (2nd 
run), double, around $8,000. Last 
week (8 days) ‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) 
(3rd run) and ‘She Asked for It’ 
(Par) (1st run), dual, satisfactory 
of .200, aided by single p.a. by George 


State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-50)— 
‘Big City’ (MG) and ‘Women Men 
Marry’ (MG), dual, right in the big 


STAGE DOOR’S’ BIG 126 
TOPS ’EM ALL IN DENVER 


Denver, Oct. 12. 

‘Stage Door’ broke house record at 
the Orpheum Saturday, with stand- 
ees all day and with business holding 
up swell. 

‘100 Men and Girl,’ which did okay | 
at the Denver, goes to the Aladdin | 
for second week. Grand National’s | 
doubler, ‘Something to Sing About’ | 
and ‘Small Town Boy,’ broke open- | 
ing day records at Paramount and | 
will go to the Rialto for a second | 
week, with Rialto prices boosted to | 
usual Paramount scale. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) after a week at 
the Denver. Fair $3,000 and moves 
to Broadway. Last week ‘Varsity 
Show’ (WB) did a good $3,000 and 
was moved to the Broadway for a 
third week. 
Breadway (1,500; 25-40)—‘Varsity 
Show’ (WB), after a week each at 
Denver and Aladdin. Fair $2,500. 
Last week ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) 
was good at $2,500, 2d week here 
after a week each at the Denver and 
Aladdin. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
40)—‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) 2d 
week. Good, 000. Last week 
‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) broke the 
Sunday house record, standing them 
up from noon till past boxoffice 
closing time, and turned in $11,000, 
best Crosby figure for Denver to 
date 


Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘100 Men and a Girl’ (U), and stage 
band. Good $10,000. Last week 
‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) was good enough 
at $9,000 to warrant moving it to the 
Aladdin. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Stage Door’ (RKO) and ‘My Dear 








Mrs. Aldrich’ (MG). Socko $12,000. 
Last week ‘Madame X’ (MG) and 
‘Music for Madame’ (RKO) did only 
a fair $6,000. 


Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Something to Sing About’ (GN) and 
‘Small Town Boy’ (GN). Fine $5,- 
000. Last week ‘San Quentin’ (FN) 
and ‘Talent Scout’ (FN) were good 
at $3,000 


WATER BALLET 
PLUS ‘WOMAN, 








266, DET. 





groove, $14,000. Last week h.o. for 


Dead End’ (UA) and ‘Can’t Last 
Forever’ (Col), dual, very good 
$11,500. 





BUFFALO BIZ BRISK; 


‘BRIDE,’ 196; ‘SING,’ 96 





Buffalo, Oct. 12. 

Looks like another week of upper 
bracket business for downtown pic- 
ture houses here. After last week, 
in which the box offices consider- 
ably bettered expectations, the pres- 
ent stanza sees little recession in 
takings. 

‘Dead End,’ at the Century for 
a third downtown run, is still sen- 
sational. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600: 30-40-50)— 
‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG). Opinion 


somewhat divided but nice $19,000. 


Last week, ‘Confession’ (WB) and 
Powes unit, ams get most of the 
credit for fine gross of over $22.500. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Dead End’ (UA) (3rd run). Still 
plenty of life at $7,500. Last week 
‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer’ (Reis- 


sue) (Par) and ‘Fly Away Baby’ 
(WB), off somewhat but okay at 
$6,100. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3.400: 30-50) 
—Toast of New York’ (RKO). Nice 
$8,000. Last week ‘Big City’ (MG) 
on second week hit good $7,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2.400: 25-40)—That 
Certain Woman’ (WB). Satisfactory 
takings of $8.500. Last week ‘Wife, 
Doctor and Nurse’ (20th), skyrock- 
eted into fine $11,000. 

Lafavette (Ind.) (3,400: 25-35)— 


‘Something to Sing About’ (GN). 
Excellent at $9,000. Last week 
‘Gangway’ (GB) and ‘Small Town 


Boy’ (GN), okay at $6,000. 


$7,000 Coast Fines 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

The motion picture local has col- 
lected $7,000 in fines from its mem- 
bers who remained at their posts 
through the studio strike last May. 

Only two workers, presently un- 
employed among the stickers, failed 
to kick in their levies. 








Detroit, Oct. 12. 

Only one holdover in town’s crop 
this week, and total grosses zoom 
upward. World Series didn’t mean a 
thing after Yankees’ first two routs, 
and doubtful if it'd make any dif- 
ference anyway out this far. 

‘That Certain Woman,’ with Lottie 
Mayer’s diving ballet on stage, get- 
ting good play at Michigan; ditto on 
‘It’s All Yours,’ plus Cowboy Tex 
Ritter on stage, at Fox; ‘Prisoner of 


Zenda’ at Madison, and ‘Dead End’ 
at Palms-State, 


Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40) — 
‘Thin Ice’ (20th) (2d week) and ‘Mr. 
Moto’ (20th), dual. Henie us 
moved here after big session at Fox, 
and figures to do nice $7,400. Last 
week pretty close to $8,000, fine, on 
‘100 Men and Girl’ (U) (2d week) 
plus ‘Lady Fights Back’ (U). 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)—‘It’s 
All Yours’ (20th), with Cowboy Tex 
Ritter topping vaude. Should do 
okay $21,000. Bumper $31,500 last 
week on ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) and Wen- 
dell Hall on stage. 

Madison (United Detroit) (2,000; 
30-40-65 )—Zenda’ (UA). Ballyed ex- 
tensively and figures to get smash 
$15,000. Third session of ‘Stella 
Dallas’ (U) brought in good $6,500, 
following sessions of $13,000 and 

500 


Michigan (UD) (4,000; 30-40-65 )— 
‘Certatn Woman’ (WB) and Lottie 
Mayer’s water ballet on stage. Com- 
bo off strong and looks like nice 
$26,000. Last week $23,500 on 
‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) plus stage 
show. 

Palms-State (UD) (3,000; 25-40) — 
‘Dead End’ (UA) (3d week) plus 
‘Dodd Takes the Air’ (WB), dual. 
Former film moved here aiter two 
big sessions at UA and should garner 
bumper $14,000. Last week $9,000, 
nice on ‘Bad Guy’ (MG) and ‘Such a 
Night’ (Par), 

United Artists (UD) (2,000; 30-40- 
65)—‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG). Opened 
fair and should get around $10,000. 
Second week of ‘Dead End’ (UA) got 
good $9,000 after first week of 
$14,000, big. 





KID BAN OFF, OMAHA 


BOOMS; ‘VARSITY’ 116 


Omaha, Oct. 12. 

Theatres get back in game this 
week as attendance ban due to in- 
fantile paralysis epidemic lifted 
last Saturday. Kids and parents are 
piling in for strong biz. Nabes espe- 
sr benefited from released juve- 
niles. 

Leader is Orpheum with ‘Varsity 
Show’ as main reason, but Saturday 
midnight show boosts figure for 
week considerably. Featuring ‘Big 
Apple’ ontest on stage with pre- 





| view of forthcoming attraction, late 


show is proving capacity draw here. 
Annual Ak-Sar-Ben horse show 

cuts in on trade for a week. 
Brandeis in news with holdover 


| on ‘Lost Horizon,’ bringing biggest 


double bill figure in months. 
Estimates fer This Week 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 25- 
35-40)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and ‘40 
Naughty Girls’ (Col) (2nd week). 
After pushing for near new figure 
first seven days, second week will 
top $5,000. Last week, over $7,200, 
surpassed by only two programs in 
past year. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 25-40)— 
‘High, Wide and Handsome’ (Par) 
and ‘She’s No Lady’ (Par). Likely to 
hold eight days, although biz only 
average; extra day may run it over 
$8,000. Last week was one of four 
days with ‘Hell Divers’ (MG) and 
‘King of Gamblers’ (Par) dualled, 
held only five days. Reissue and 
new release combo week at $3,500, 
but battled poliomyelitis ban. 
Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 25-40)— 
‘Varsity Show’ (WB) and ‘Man Who 
Cried Wolf’ (U). Kid attendance 
plus midnight show Saturday with 
Big Apple dance contest on stage 
and screen preview of ‘Zenda’ (UA) 
will send week over $11,000, strong. 
Last week ‘Thin Ice’ (20th-Fox) and 
‘Wild Money’ (Par) over the top 
with first of midnight show series, 
$11,250. 


TENDA, $22,000, 
TERRIF IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 
First slight pinch of the new sea- 
son is putting in an appearance this 
week, but drop isn’t general, how- 
ever. For instance, it’s not affecting 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ at Penn and 


‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse’ at Alvin 
even remotely, with both of these 
pix rolling up high grosses and al- 
most a cinch to h.o. age 

On the other hand, the remaining 
first-runners are feeling the slide 
plenty. Combo of ‘That in 
Woman’ and Xavier Cugat’s show on 
stage is going nowhere at Stanley, 
and will probably wind up with low- 
est gross here in several months. 


Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse’ (20th). 
Lukewarm notices can’t keep the 
Baxter-Young-Bruce trio from going 
to town, and comedy is sailing along 
at top speed at $11,500. Last week, 
second of ‘100 Men and a Girl’ (U), 
quite formidable at $8,200 after sock 
15G getaway. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘Lancer Spy’ (20th). Second week. 
Doesn’t really rate a h.o. at $2,000. 
First full week was profitable with- 
out being exceptional at $5,100. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Prisoner of 
Looks like this is UA’s year at this 
site, what with ‘Stella Dallas’ and 
‘Dead End’ already having been 
smashes, and this one running ahead 
of both of them. Socko $22,500. Last 
week ‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) 
n.s.h.. folding up and hardly better- 


ing $13,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600: 25-40-60)— 
‘That Certain Woman’ (FN) and 
Xavier Cugat’s band. , Slim $14,250. 
Last week ‘Back in Circulation’ 
(WB) and Buddy Rogers in person 
fell off after sizzling start, but still 
did all right at $21,000. 

Warner (WB) (2.000: 25-40)— 
‘Blonde Trouble’ (Par) and ‘Annapo- 
lis Salute’ (RKO). Dual hasn’t any- 
thing out of the ordinary and set- 
tling down into regulation money 
sroove of $4,000. Last week ‘Dood 
Takes the Air’ (WR) and ‘Flight 
from Glory’ (RKO) about $3.750. 


Off to the Jungle 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
George Archainbaud has been 
switched from the directorial as- 
signment on Paramount's ‘They 
Knew What They Wanted’ to ‘Jungle 
Love,’ starring Dorothy Lamour. 
Harold Hurley produces. 














REP’S ‘RODEO’ ROLLS 
Hollywood, Oct, 12. 
Republic’s ‘Wild Horse Rodeo,’ fea- 
turing The Three Mesquiteers, rolls 
Oct. 15, 
Film brings George Sherman his 
first directing opportunity. 














Buddy Rogers Swings Salute’ to m6 
In Philly; Zola’ $17,500; ‘Zenda’ $16,000 





Boycott Nixed 


(Continued from page 5) 














to the public not to patronize 
Paramount pictures, a published cir- 
cular giving strikers’ names and the 
announcement of the strike pub- 
lished in trade papers. 

Judge Nordbye found that a strike 
committee was organized under 
Northwest Allied supervision and 
control, that notices were sent to 
the exchange that they wouldn’t ex- 
hibit Paramount pictures and were 
withdrawing dates for showing films 
and that other customers were in- 
duced to do the same. He also calls 
attention to the fact that many ex- 
hibitors are satisfied and content to 
continue to do business with Para- 
mount. That the defendants’ 
charges are denied by Paramount 
and must be proved, is another point 
made by Judge Nordbye. The com- 
plainant has no adequate and speedy 
remedy at law for the cause or ac- 
tion arising by reason of said de- 
fendants’ concert and combination, 
the court states, 

Vielation of Anti-Trust Act 
‘The concert and combination of 
the defendants has resulted in a re- 
straint upon the free flow of the 
complainant’s motion pictures in in- 
terstate commerce channels in viola- 
tion of the Sherman anti-trust act by 
burdening, restricting and prevent- 
ing the shipment of complainant’s 
motion pictures to the complainant's 
local exchange from California and 
New York, by burdening, restricting 
and preventing the shipment and de- 
livery of complainant’s motion pic- 
tures for exhibition purposes in Min- 
neapolis across the borders of Minne- 
sota to North and South Dakota, Wis- 
consin and Iowa, by interfering with 
and preventing the complainant’s ne- 
gotiation of license agreements for the 
exhibition of its films in Minnesota, 
North and South Dakota, Iowa and 
Wisconsin for the 1937-38 season, by 
burdening, restricting and prevent- 
ing the exhibition of complainant’s 
motion pictures in accordance with 
its license agreements in Minnesota, 
North and South Dakota, Iowa and 
Wisconsin,’ the decision says. 

Judge Nordbye goes to consider- 
able pains to answer the three pri- 
mary questions raised by the de- 
fense—as to whether the court has 
jurisdiction of the controversy, as to 
whether the complainant has been 
guilty of fraudulent or unconscion- 
able conduct in its dealings with the 
defendants, and as to whether the 
complainant should be denied equit- 
able relief if it comes into court with 
unclean hands. 

‘The complainant is engaged in in- 
terstate commerce,’ the decision says. 
‘Interference with that commerce is 
direct and substantial. Manifestly, 
the inability to obtain license con- 
tracts in the territories served by 
the Minneapolis exchange by reason 
of this conspiracy will restrain and 
control the number of films entering 
into and moving in interstate com- 
merce. The very intent of the de- 
fendants’ entire plan and scheme in 
entering into the conspiracy is to ac- 
complish the restraint and limitation 
of the complainant’s films in inter- 
state commerce. To limit and bar, 
as much as possible, complainant's 
trade in this territory was the whole 
movement’s object. 

‘In passing it may be noted that, 
even though interstate commerce 
were not involved, it is entirely 
probable that this court would not 
be justified in refusing to assume 
jurisdiction. It appears from the 
complaint that diversity of citizen- 
ship exists, and while the amount in 
controversy is not specifically stated 
it does appear that the controversy 
involves large sums of money. 

‘It is elementary that he who 
comes in equity must come with 
clean hands, but it does not follow 
that he who has been guilty of in- 
iquitous or unconsciable conduct has 
no standing in court...It is not seri- 
ously contended that the license con- 
tract binds the complainant to de- 
liver any pictures except those gen- 
erally released, but defendants urge 
very earnestly that the exhibitors 
relied on such representations and 
they were induced by them and so- 
licitors’ assurances, ads, etc., to enter 
into the license contracts for that 
particular season. 


Productions Delayed 
‘An affidavit is filed in behalf of 
complainant by the person in charge 





of all its production activities, and 





Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 
Although not precisely stubbing 
its toes on rock bottom, biz ‘n-Philly 
very so-so. Last week very mediocre 
and this week promising even less 
with two hold-overs. ‘Zenda’ at Al- 
dine providing only shot in the arm. 
Moving along nicely at $16,000. 
Knocked out of top spot tempo- 
rarily last week by ‘Zola’s’ ‘sockaroo 
$25,800 at the Boyd, Earle is again 
in its accustomed position thjs turn, 
Buddy Rogers, Toby Wing and Roy 
Atwell on the boards, with ‘Annap- 
olis Salute’ flickering, spinning wick- 
ets for a very good $22,500. 
Estimate for This Week 


Aldine (1,200 40-55-75) —‘Zenda’ 
(UA). Opened well and holding up 
with nifty $16,000. Good for three 
weeks unless pushed out by product. 
‘Dead End’ (UA) fell off pretty 
sharply in its third stanza last week, 
clicking off average $7,000 

Arcadia (600 35 - 40 -50)—‘Shiek 
Steps Out’ (Rep). Even with this, its 
only first-run with a name in weeks, 
biz brutal. Suffering badly without 
Paramount, which it has eliminated 
because of strike trouble. Lucky at 
$1,000. Re-issue of ‘Good Earth’ 
(WB) last week also failed to catch 
and was yanked in three days. 
About $400. 


Boyd (2,400 40-55-65 )—‘Zola’ (WB) 
(2d week). Sliding off a little more 
sharply than expected, but stili hit- 
ting a highly profitable second 
week’s $17,500. Ultra-sockaroo dur- 
ing initial week with $25,800. 

Earle (3,000 25-40-55)—‘Annapolis 
Salute’ (RKO). Buddy Rogers, Toby 
Wing, Roy Atwell on stage. Just 
give 'em a good band or names they 
know here and the wickets spin. 
Nice $22,500. Last week ‘It’s All 
Yours’ (Col) and Jack LaRue and 
Vince Barnett in flesh not strong 
enough to be outstanding at $18,600. 


Fox (2,300 40-55-65)—‘Life Begins 
at College’ (20th). Started off good 
with ‘if you like this type of picture’ 
notices, but was punk choice for a 
second week. Grabbed off only $10,- 
000 after a favorable $18,000 the first 
week. ‘Heidi’ (20th) pushing Ritzes 
out tomorrow. 

Karlton (1,100 40-50)—‘High, Wide’ 
(Par). Doing nothing much on sec- 
ond run at $3,500. Another one that 
suffered from punk over-the-fence 
recommendations. Last week ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) was a little better 
than average at this spot with $4,500. 


Keith’s (2,400 40-50) — ‘Certain 
Woman’ (WB) (2d run). Dismal at 
$3,100. ‘Wife, Doctor’ (20th) last 


week also a turkey, got itself only 


800. 

Stanley (3,000 40-55-65) — ‘Bride 
Wore Red’ (MG). Still nothing to 
rouse this lethargic spot. Poor $11,- 
000. Last week, ‘Big City’ (MG) also 
fared badly with $10,100. 

Stanten (1,700; 30-40-50)—‘Dead 
End’ (UA) (2d run). Unusual ex- 
periment of puting this 2d run in 
first-runner seems to be working. 
Got $7,500. ‘Drummond Comes 
Back’ (Par) failed to live “> to ex- 
pectations last week with only $3,500. 





he recites a detailed account of the 
progress made in the preparation, 
filming and final production of each 
feature film which defendants con- 
tend should have been released. If 
this affidavit correctly portrays the 
situation it would seem there is no 
basis or justification for the charges 
made or the grievances entertained 
by the defendants. But, obviously, 
this court cannot determine that 
question of fact on the affidavits and 
pleadings, and if that question be- 
comes material it is evident that it 
must await the frial of this action 
on the merits. 

‘This necessarily must be true 
when on this showing it demon- 
strably appears that the defendants 
are clearly violating the law and are 
causing substantial damage to com- 
plainant’s business. Certainly, it 
would be presumptuous for the court 
to conclude on conflicting affidavits 
and assertions that complainant does 
not come into court with clean 
hands. 

‘Defendants also aver that com- 
plainant is itself engaged in an un- 
lawful conspiracy in restraint of 
trade, that the complainant monopo- 
lizes the motion picture industry, to- 
gether with six other distributors 
who are named in the answer, and 
it is contended that this circumstance 
likewise supports the maxim assert- 
ed. But the mere statement that this 
monopoly exists would not justify the 
court in denying the complainant re- 
lief in face of the complainant's €x- 
plicit denial. The court cannot say 
that the showing as to bad faith or 
other inequitable conduct prepen- 
derates in defendants’ favor.” 
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J. H. Cooper's Lincoln, Neb, Buy-Up |F9R FIIMERS WH) 
Would Benefit His Charity Fund 


4 


The foundation for children under 
a charitable trust set up. by J. H. 
Cooper about two years ago is to 
be further benefited on conclusion 
of negotiations through which Cooper 
plans to buy out Paramount’s in- 
terest in the Lincoln Theatre Corp., 
controlling five houses in Lincoln, 
Neb., one of the Par-Cooper strong- 
holds. 

The deal acquiring the 50% in- 
terest held in these theatres by Para- 
mount is close to completion. On its 
consummation, the half _ interest 
owned by Par will be turned over 
to the account of the foundation for 
which Cooper has very elaborate 
plans. The value of this group will 
probably exceed $250,000. 

In founding the charity trust about 
two years ago, Cooper arranged to 
swing profits from certain of his the- 
atre operations in Oklahoma to the 
fund. The five houses in Lincoln 
which are owned 50% by Cooper 
and 50% by Paramount are the Colo- 
nial, Lincoln, Orpheum, Stuart and 
Liberty. 


CADU-Fleischer 
Wrangle Now Is 
Worse Than Ever 








Reportedly because attorneys for 
Max Fleischer did not prepare a 
contract in conformance with the 
verbal understanding reached with 
the Commercial Artists & Designers 
Union in settlement of a protracted 
strike, the situation is now more 
snarled than ever, and new ap- 
proaches are being made to theatres 
to keep Fieischer cartoons off the 
screen. Both the Paramount and 
Roxy, on Broadway, are not running 
the shorts following blow-up on 
terms for peace, ostensibly for fear 
of new picketing strategy or other 
action. 


Meantime CADU is preparing to 
go ahead with its strike, laying new 
lines of attack ‘against Fleischer and 
those in the middle of the dispute 
who are innocents, such as theatres 
playing ‘Betty Boop’ or ‘Popeye’ car- 
toons, in addition to Paramount, 
which acts as distributing agency for 
the shorts. Because of the strained 
relations between Fleischer and the 
union, three weeks ago Lou Dia- 
mond, par shorts chief, stepped into 
the ring to act as mediator. He suc- 
ceeded in bringing both sides to- 
gether for negotiation, and a verbal 
Settlement was reached. But when 
the contracts were drawn, CADU 
officials declared that Fleischer at- 
torneys lifted one understanding 
reached and inserted another clause 
which might be interpreted as-an out 
for Fleischer so far as a closed shop 
Was concerned. CADU turned down 
the contract and now feels that the 
next step is up to Fleischer. 

CADU during the past week re- 
ceived added support from the 
Screen Actors Guild and the Ameri- 
can Guild of Musical Artists, both 
also AF.L. affiliates. SAG and 
AGMA both made ‘substantial’ cash 
contributions to the union fund and, 
in addition, SAG is understood to 
have made representations to Para- 
mount, Fleischer’s releasing outlet, 
in CADU'’s behalf. 





MARX THEIR SPOT 


Keaton, Healy As 
Metro Comedy Trio 





Ebsen, New 





Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Metro is grooming Buddy Ebsen, 
Buster Keaton and Ted Healy as a 
Comedy trio with the idea of build- 
ing them up to featured status suc- 
ceeding the Marx Bros., wh6 have 
Signed on with RKO. 





/20-FOX BREAKS OFF 
SCHWAB PROD. DEAL 


Hoilywood, Oct. 12. 
Contract of Laurence Schwab as a 
producer at 20th-Fox has expired 


and will not be renewed owing to 
failure of Schwab and the studio to 
get together on a deal. 

He plans a vacation before seeking 
a new affiliation. Last work for 
20th-Fox was an associate on ‘Ali 
Baba Goes to Town.’ 


DIRECTORS PUT 
PROD. PEEVES 
BEFORE NLRB 








Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Complaint was filed Monday (11) 
with National Labor Relations Board 
by Screen Directors Guild charging 
11 studios refused to recognize bar- 
gaining representative selected by 


the meggers’ assistants and unit 
managers. Guild asked board to set 
hearing for Oct. 18 to determine if 
election of three units shall be 
ordered. Separate complaints were 
signed by Lewis Milestone, Guild's 
acting prez. 

Studios named are Columbia, First 
National, Metro, Paramount, RKO, 
20th-Fox, Goldwyn, Selznick, Uni- 
versal, Wanger and Warners. 

Producers have offered to recog- 
nize units if Guild dissolves into 
separate groups, Guild has member- 
ship of 200 directors and 400 assist- 
ants and unit managers. 

Dr. Towne Nylander, NLRB re- 
gional director, said unlikely the 
hearing fixed for the 18th will even- 
tuate, as the Screen Writers Session 
is expected to run beyond that time, 
and 35 other cases involving film 
workers are awaiting trial. 


LESSER RUSHING BREEN 
BEFORE VOICE CHANGES: 


Hollywood, Oct, 12 
Bobby Breen steps into the stelHar 
role in Sol Lesser’s production of 


‘Lucky Star,’ from the pen of Rene 
Fulop-Miller, as soon as the moppet 
warbler cleans up his current Honoe 
lulu assignment, ‘Stowaways in 
Paradise.’ 

Idea is that Lesser desires to take 
full advantage of the Breen voice 
before the voice change sets in. 
Tentative date of Deo, 1 has been 
set for ‘Star,’ with Eddie Cline draw= 
ing the megging assignment and & 
cast that will include Benny Good- 
man, Phil Baker and Joe Pennen 


Holtz’s 2 Pix Dates 


On a limited engagement now at 
the Frolics, N. Y., nitery, Lou Holtz 
goes into Loew's State the week of 
Oct. 28 prior to leaving for the Coast. 
He expects to be out there before 
the end of November. 

He is getting into a picture called 
‘The Earl of Chicago’ for D. O. Selz- 
nick and also will have a spot with 
Warners in ‘Golddiggers.’ 

















‘TOM’ ON TIME 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Director Norman Taurog brought 
in Selznick International’s ‘Adven- 
tures of Tom Sawyer’ last week on 
schedule after 12 weeks of shooting. 
Film now goes to the editing stage. 








First of a series with the three | Eric Stacey was assistant director 
oe be produced by Nat Levine.| with James Wong Howe head man 
riginal story now being scripted. at the cameras with Wilfred Cline. 


TAKE B WAY FLYER 


It’s a Switch on the General 
Interchangeability Be- 
tween Equity-SAG-AGMA- 
AFRA — Meantime Situa- 
tion Between 4-A’s and 
the IATSE Remains Status 
Quo—Gill more’s Ideas 


Unknown as Yet 





BROW NE-GREEN PACT? 





Screen Actors Guild contract with 
Actors Equity Assn. is being dis- 
cussed by reps of the two groups as 
to interpretation, clarification and 
possibly minor revision. Henry 
Jaffe, SAG attorney; Mrs. Florence 
Marston, eastern rep; Paul Dulzell, 
Equity exec secretary, and Paul Tur- 
ner, attorney, held a lengthy huddle 
on the matter Monday (11) after- 
noon. Understood several sugges- 
tions were made and will be con- 
sidered by the SAG board on the 
Coast, probably this week. 


Principal question under discus- 
sion is interpretation of the pact as 
it affects film players making brief 
or occasional legit appearances, par- 
ticularly junior members and seniors 
in the lower salary brackets. Be- 
lieved the Guild would like to work 
out some arrangement by which 
legit players could obtain honorable 
withdrawal cards from Equity for 
transfer to SAG without being in- 
active on the stage for a full year. 
Idea would be to effect a setup be- 
tween Equity and the Guild some- 
what like the interchangeability rule 
recently passed by Equity, SAG, the 
American Guild of Musical Artists 
and the American Federation of 
Radio Artists, but which does not 
affect the Equity-SAG dealings un- 
der their previous contract. 


Because of the verbose, involved 
wordage of that contract, several of 
the conditions governing actors al- 
ternating between legit and films are 
inconvenient to ali concerned. Be- 
lieved there has recently been some 
criticism from the Equity member- 
ship on that score, although Equity 
is virtually kept alive by payments 
from the Guild under the pact. Re- 
ported, also, that the suggestions 
made at Monday’s session were 
merely interpretation and clarifica- 
tion of existing rules rather than any 
revision, Points decided will prob- 
ably be referred to Equity council as 
well as the Guild board, however. 


Gillmore’s Report 
Meanwhile the situation between 


Associated Actors and Artistes | 


4 
a America and the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees remains unchanged, at least 
on the surface. Frank Gillmore, 
AAAA executive director, has not 
returned to New York and it is not 
known what, if any, action he took 
at the American Federation of Labor 
onvention in Denver regarding the 

TSE threat to take over jurisdic- 
tion of film actors. But it is figured 
unlikely he made any move at all. 


On the other hand, it is reported 
that George Browne, IATSE head, 
got to William Green, AFL prez, and 
obtained an undercover okay to go 
ahead with his jurisdictional inva- 
sion of the Four A’s. Browne and 
Green are known to be on close 
terms. In connection with such a 
possible okay from Green, it is 
pointed out that just as the threat 
broke a few weeks ago, Kenneth 
Thomson, SAG exec secretary, start- 
ed east on a motor trip and was un- 
available for comment or action for 
a couple of weeks. Also, a sched- 
uled Four A’s board meeting, at 
which it was planned to move for a 
protest to the AFL against 
IATSE, was suddenly called off just 
before Thomson reached New York 
and the IATSE matter has been 


strangely quiet thereafter. 
Just what, if anything, is in the 


the | 





a 





NEW DEAL 











| Ode to Guild 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

| Checkers for the Screen Ac- 
|} tors Guild threatened to halt 
production of Major’s Mae West 
| picture, ‘Every Day’s a Holi- 
day,’ on discovering a player in 
the cast who owed $65 dues. 
Arrangements were made 
promptly for the deficit to be 
settled. 
t 

| 


SAG CANT JOIN 


| 
| 


— INMICAL 


GROUPS 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Screen Actors’ Guild amended its 
| bylaws at a meeting Monday night 
| (11) to block formation of any dual 
| organizations by barring members 
from belonging to any trade union 
considered inimical to the Guild. 

Kenneth Thomson, executive sec- 
retary, made it emphatic that alli- 
ances with other organizations that 
might imperil the Guild’s 10-year 
contract with producers would not 
be countenanced. 

















Horizon’ Proves R. C. 


Music Hall Gets Big 
Out-of-Town Draw 


When a picture plays too much of 
the country before it gets into the 
Music Hall, N. Y., on first run, it has 
less of a chance to get the maximum 
on the New York date. This is one 
explanation why ‘Lost Horizon’ on 
its two weeks’ run didn’t go to 
grosses proportionately as high as 
in other keys, Hall contending that 
it depends on a lot of out-of-town 
trade regularly and too many people 
from everywhere probably saw 
‘Horizon’ on a local showing. Pic- 
ture did well on the two weeks, get- 
ting around $155,000, but more had 
been figured for it. 


Readying Next ‘A&M’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr., has assigned 
Kurt Siodnak to collab with J. P. 
McEvoy in preparing a shooting 
script for the next edition of ‘Artists 
and Models’ at Paramount. 
No director has been set, 











LOCATING ON LAKE 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Final sequences on Paramount’s 
‘True Confession’ are being shot at 
Lake Arrowhead. 

Director Wesley Ruggles led his 
entire troupe and principals for a 
week's location work, including 
Carole Lombard, Fred MacMurray, 
John Barrymore and Una Merkel. 








Coburn Goes Metro 
Schenectady, N. Y., Oct 12. 
Charles Coburn, director of the 
Moiiawk Festival, this city has suc- 
cumbed to the call of Hollywood. 
Metro has him on an arrangement 
whereby he will act in one picture 
this year, with an option on his ser- 
vices for one film each for four suc- 
ceeding years. 





wind is one of those deep, dark mys- 
teries which no one involved will 
discuss. All profess to know nothing 
about it. Hints have been dropped, 
| however, that Browne’s position with 
his own membership is not as strong 
as it was. While it is true, as ar- 
gued, that IATSE presidents rarely 
linger long in that post, the idea of 
a revolt against the current prez has 
the appearance of wishful thinking 
by those concerned. 
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Duly Act Type of Anti-Pictures 
Legislation Viewed with Alarm’ by Biz 


Plan of independent exhibitors, 
headed by Allied leadership, to para- 


phrase the Duffy Coal Act and jam 


it through Congress at the first reg- 
ular session, is now viewed by alert 
major chieftains as a genuine threat 


to the present equilibrium of 
picture industry. Reason for this 
‘view-with-alarm’ attitude is that 
Congressmen are not likely to find 
any loopholes in a well-framed film 
industry measure patterened after 
the Duffy Act. 

Industry veterans who have been 


the 


through numerous legislative battles, 
too, fear the undercurrent of senti- 
ment with the Washington solons at 


present time as regards the picture 
business. Squawks of independent 
exhibitors from every section of the 
U. S. have been piling up in the last 
Six or seven years, with the indies 
charging that pleas for relief have 
been denied. Independent leaders 
believe that the major companies 
have no intention of doing anything 
in the matter of relief until forced 
to, and they are leaping at this op- 
portunity to do the forcing. 

Projected Duffy formula would lay 
out a statutory code for the indus- 
try to follow so that blind selling, 
block booking and so-called unfair 
allocation of product would be treat- 
ed. It would set up a federal com- 
mission to operate the code, with a 
tax arrangement to force the obdu- 
rate into line. This would simply 
mean that those failing to abide by 
the code alignment would suffer a 
heavy tax all out of line with the 
negligible fee that would be put on 
the code observers. 

Government Commish probablv 
would be made up of some eight, 
with two from exhibition field, two 
from distributors, two from the labor 
group and two from the public or 
theatregoing group. It would have 
final authority and could force its 
decision to a marked degree by 
means of the excessive tax bracket 
fixed for non-code observers. 

Suggested out for the industry is 
to have similar self-governing com- 
mission or body voluntarily set up 
and operating before consideration 
comes before Congress. But just 
now the film business is apathetic to 
such inner-industry regulation, 


METRO WANTS PICTURE 
FOR FREDDIE PRONTO 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Writers and producers at Metro 
are concentrating on a yarn for 
Freddie Bartholomew. The studio 
wants to put the moppet to work but 
has no story available. 

Front office orders are that every- 
thing else is to be sidetracked and 
for the scribs to concoct a fable for 
the court-ridden youngster. 

Young Bartholomew is back on 
the Metro lot restored to the pay- 
roll at $1,100 a week and his aunt, 
Myllicent Bartholomew, is taking a 
weekly stipend of $100 for attend- 
ing to the moppet’s affairs. 

Boycott charges preferred by 
counsel for the boy were denied by 
the studio. 





GN Campus Series 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Grand National is getting under 
way with preparations to produce 
‘Campus Frolics of 1938,’ projected 
as an annual series, with David 
Diamond assigned to produce and 
Evelyn Daw set for a featured role. 

Clarence Marks is scripting. 


HOMICIDE SWINGER 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Robert Page, formerly tagged 
David Carlyle, goes into the roman- 
tic lead of Columbia’s ‘Murder in 
Swing Time.’ with a dicker on for 
Wyn Cahoon to take the femme lead. 
John Gallaudet is the only Other 
player so far cast 

Leon Barska directs for the Irving 
Briskin production unit. 
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Legislative Warfare Looms Again 


On All Fronts, in States and D. C.; 
FTC and Justice Dept. Main Worries 


Though the threat of new legis- 
Jation on censorship, admission taxes, 
block booking and all the rest of it, 
in the next 12 months is slight, old 
perennial legislative warfare is ex- 
pected to break out shortly on the 
Washington front. There is little for 
the industry to fear from state solons 
in the final months this year and in 
1938, but plenty of legislation- 
weshing may face Congress. 

Latest indications point to two 
main sources of worry. One is threat 
of a new investigation of Paramount 
by the Federal Trade Commission, 
while other is the recently intensified 
activity by the Department of 
Justice. Latter looms as most omi- 
nus because of implications which 


present probing by D. J. agents 
carries. 
No state legislatures have any- 


thing but general taxation that ap- 
pears threatening during the eight 
regular sessions scheduled for 1938. 
in any of special meetings this fall 
or 30-40 special sessions looming for 
no::t year. 

Censorship is tabbed a dead issue 
currently because basic reason has 
been removed and because few leg- 
islative bodies can consider the 
miter in their special sessions. 

Block booking automatically will 
go to Congress because of licensing 
under copyright and interstate com- 
merce angles. Think there’s small 
chance of any state solons trying to 
pass laws on this because of danger 
of being held unconstitutional. 

Moves for admission taxes have 
been halted invariably in various 
siates recently and no legislature, 
except in regular session, can pass 
on the subject. Some 20 states have 
a disguised form of admission tax 
operating through state levy on re- 
tail sales. 

Anti-Chain- Moves 


Biggest tax furore in state bodies 
will be attempts by several states to 
puch through chain theatre taxation, 
modeled after the Louisiana chain 
store law, already held constitutional. 
These are designed to penalize affili- 
ated circuits and not indies. 

On Capitol Hill, however, pressure 
is being brought to bear on the 
FTC to begin a probe of Par but it’s 
likely this body will wait to see 
what finally happens at Philadelphia 
and Minneapolis. In the latter suit, 
Par won out. In Philly, Par is ap- 
peoaling from an indie’s victory. 

But the probing by Department of 
Justice operatives is rated more 
serious. Though they’ve had access 
io books in the industry for seven 
years, present ‘research’ has been far 
more searching. Impression is preva- 
lent that results of this probe will 
produce more than anti-trust actions. 

Moves by Government in_insti- 
tuting actions against majors in the 
oil business are rated first of several 
huge investigations against business 
groups, one of which is the film in- 
dustry. Belief in picture business is 
that Homer Cummings, attorney- 
general, will seek to change present 
anti-trust laws if no convictions are 
obtained in initial actions. If he 
finds that courts are unable to obtain 
results under existing laws, his de- 
partment may lay facts before Con- 
gress for remedy, probably next 
year. Which is believed why present 
Department of Justice probe of pic- 
tue business is so sweeping in 
detail. 


U DENIES ANY PLAN 
TO SWITCH NEWSREEL 


Jniversal newsreel is not being 
sold nor is any new _ sponsorship 
planned. Reel has had a tieup with 
55 newspapers throughout the U. S. 
for some time, which has amounted 
to local sponsorship, with U news- 
paper newsreel exchanging credit on 
screen for space in the papers, com- 
bining stories and gratis ads. 

Present intention of newsreel is to 
tighten up on this sponsorship so 
thet the guaranteed amount of space 
is given in each paper. Where this 
is not possible another newspaper 
may be obtained. Typical of correct 
results obtained in the Chicago 
News, which supplies 100,000 lines 
of news stories and ads on Universal 
newsreel, described as the equivalent 
of more than $70,000 if paid at usual 
scale, 

















M’CAREY TALKING OWN 
UNIT AFTER COL. SPLIT) 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Leo McCarey has severed with 
Columbia following ‘The Awful 
Truth’ and negotiations between him 
and the studio are off. 

Major company has tendered Mc- 
Carey a proposish to handle his 
own unit on a flat picture basis, plus 
percentage of the profits 


Cohns (Col.) and Brandt 
Win Again in 2106 Suit 


Request of John L. Loeb, Colum- 
bia Pictures stockholder, for permis- 
sion to appeal to the State Court of 
Appeals from a dismissal of his ac- 
tion to recover $210;000 from Harry 
and Jack Cohn and Joe Brandt was 
denied last week by the Appellate 
Division in N. Y. 

Loeb sued on the claim that the 
defendants had ‘destroyed’ the value 
of options granted him by the de- 
fendants to purchase Columbia stock 
which had been issued jointly by 
the Cohns and Brandt as voting 
trustees of the corporation. Lower 
court had held Loeb had failed to 
state a cause of action in his com- 
plaint. 














Nix Sterilization Pic 
In N. Y., Up for Appeal 


In an action to compel the N. Y. 
State Censorship Board of the De- 
partment of Education to reverse its 
recent findings barring the showing 
of the picture, “Tomorrow’s. Chil- 
dren,’ Supreme Court Justice Francis 
Bergan in Albany declined to pass 
on the matter and referred it to the 
Appellate Division of the Court. 

The Censor Board had barred the 
picture, a Foy production, on the 
ground that the subject matter re- 


$100,000 ROXY DIVVY 


That’s What Bondholders May Get 
Shortly 








Chances are that approximately 
$100,000 may be distributed among 
Roxy theatre «N. Y.) bondholders 
out of available cash now in hands 
of the trustee, depending, of course, 
upon the final, aggregate amount 
of fees which may be allowed by 
the Court. Understanding is that 
applications for such fees must be 
before the Federal Court, Friday 
(15), next. The amount of cash in 
hands of the trustee is put at an 
estimated $325,000 to $350,000. 

Conjecture is rife as to what How- 
ard S. Cullman, trustee, may finally 
apply for in fees, and altogether it 
is expected that such applications as 
finally allowed may run around 
$200,000, although no definite opinion 
in this regard is possible. That’s 
because it is up to the court to de- 
termine such things. 


The theatre is now controlled by 
20th Century-Fox under the plan of 
reorganization which had been ap- 
proved by the court after adoption 
by the creditors and security hold- 
ers of the theatre company. 


Griffith in Okla.-Tex. | 
Believes Shorts May 
Be Billed Into OK B.0. | 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 12. 

Short subjects are receiving more | 
and more attention from exhibitors 
all over the state. Locally, Standard 
theatres has been playing them up in 
all advertising and in some instances 
arranged short subject bills whereon 
cartoons receive more advertising 
than feature pictures and are said to 
pull the dollars through the ticket- 
window. 

C. O. Fulgham of Griffith Amus. 
Co. which operates more than 200 
theatres in this state and Texas has 
appointed H. O. Stark to supervise 
shorts and bill them more appro- 
priately to all theatres. 


There will be no more blind book- 
ing of shorts in Griffith houses with 
Stark viewing all before booking to 
the various houses and in instances, 
where justified, shorts will receive 
comparable advertising to feature 
billing as tests have shown many | 
people come to see outstanding | 
shorts rather than average features. | 

















Hull’s Film Bids | 





lating to sterilization is illegal in 
the State and also that it was in- 
decent. Former Judge Jonah J. 
Goldstein, appearing for the pro- 
ducers, disputes the board’s view. 
He contends that the question has to 
do with the treatment of the sub- 
ject and not to the subject matter of 
the picture, 

‘If the same theme was produced 
on the stage,’ Judge Goldstein con- 
tends, ‘it would be allowed not on 
the basis of the subject matter or 
sterilization but on the method in 
which the matter is handled.’ 

The suit is the first to be brought 
on question of the treatment of a 
delicate subject, the producer hold- 
ing that the picture should not be 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Henry Hull is mulling film deals | 

and is said to have several offers in | 

his lap for a return to Hollywood. | 

‘Tobacco Road’ star will be here | 

around the end of October in the | 
legit play, ‘Rouverol.’ 





Marg Churchill Strolls | 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Marguerite Churchill has obtained | 
a release from her Columbia con- 
tract due to dissatisfaction with the | 
roles handed her. 
Deal is now pending between Miss | 
Churchill and Republic for the lead- 
ing femme role in “The Lady Mis- 





classed indecent. 


behaves.’ 











Heavy Entertainment Schedule of WHP. 


Ballyhooed in 


Harrisburg, Pa., Oct. 12. 

Station WHP in connection with 
the new broadcasting season bally- 
hooed its CBS and local entertain- 
ment offerings in giant placard dis- 
plays in the lobbies of Harrisburg 
theatres. Spotlights were focused 
upon the displays. 

Coincidentally WHP promoted 
through the Harrisburg Telegraph 
and local radio set merchants a spe- 
cial section that listed the sched- 
ule and stressed: 

Seventeen and one-half hours 
of entertainment daily, 16 hours 
on Sunday. 

Willingness of theatres to co- 
operate due to reciprocity of ad- 
vertising plugs between air and 
screen, 


20th-Fox Director Switch 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Because ‘Giant Swing’ is not yet 
ready to roll at 20th-Fox, director 
Henry King has been switched to 
‘Alexander's Ragtime Band.’ 
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Harrisburg Theatres 
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H’WOOD MOVING IN ON 
VICTORVILLE RODEO. 


Victorville, Calif., Oct. 12. 

Hollywood is moving in for the 
annual Victorville rodeo, only non- 
pro show of its kind, which takes 
place Oct. 16-17, but because of ex- 
cess of entries officials have to run 
off prelims this year on Friday as 
well. 

Ranches report SRO and any 
visitors coming from now on will | 
have to say it with trailers. Sunday | 
is such a sellout that 5.000 will be 
forced to get the results by loud 
speakers. 

Eateries across the way from the 
rodeo grounds are already selling 
tickets on their roofs at two bucks, | 
50c over the official price, arguing | 





| 


} 


Last year’s show was dedicated to 
William S. Hart. This year’s to 
Frank Scully, Variety mugg emeri- | 





Grescry Raicfl takes on ‘Swing.’ 


tus. 


| business with the checker?’ 





Amus. Stox Off $56,102,246 


Continued slump in the stock market, which began on an extended 
scale on Sept. 6 and kept up right until final gong last Monday (11), 
has produced a $56,102,246 depreciation in the value of eight principal 
amusement stocks as against quotations in comparable week last year. 
Decline in the market has been marked by only a few minor tech- 
nical rallies. This is in direct contrast with 1936; when eight amuse- 
ment issues about a year ago had just completed a three-month rise 
during which time these stocks had appreciated $83,143,100 in value. 

Of the eight companies, only the shares of Loew and Paramount 
showed gains over last year as of last Monday. Common of former 
was more than 6 points ahead of 1936 while Par common was 4% 
points in advance though selling at the lowest figure for this year. 
Univeisal preferred was 80 points behind last year but the dollar 
value dipped only: $1,360,000 because of small number of shares out- 
standing. 

Paramount common showed the greatest amount of appreciation 
for this class of stock, with a gain of $10,200,000. Heaviest dollar 
decline of a picture issue was susiained by Warner Bros., with a dip 
of $17,117,125, though the stock was only off 45¢.. Large number of 
shares outstanding produced the result. 

With the better theatre months, and subsequently increased rentals 
ahead, amusement shares now are in a position to stage an abrupt 
about-face once the present selling movement in the stock market 
slows down. 

HOW AMUS. ISSUES LOST GROUND IN SIX-WEEK STOCK 

MARKET SLUMP 





Gain or Less 


Stocks Oct. 14, °36. Oct. 11, °37 Change in Dollar Val. 
ol Se 387% x18 —20% —$5,652,000 
ee ae 175% 159 —161% —38,267,009 
8 er eee 591% 6514 +. 6% +. 9,543,575 
Paramount .....: - 105% x15 4% + 10,200,000 
AS eka ts cack wind. Le xis — 2% — 5,799,459 
SOE OR oss ccsase 3054 x26% — 4144 — 7,650,000 
Universal pfd. « lll 31 — 80 — 1,360.000 
Warner Bros, .... 13% x8% — 45% —17,117,125 
SOUS BOM SEC MONOS Fis ioc bb sins cna oe Sere ose ek ebb adeis $56,102,246 


x Low price for 1937. 











Lefty Runs Quadruples; Cops Haunt 
His Theatre for Missing Persons 





By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal., Oct. 12. 
Dear “ose: 

First, let me thank you for showing me such a swell time while I 
was in New York. It’s nice to meet an old pal that remembers, because 
the toughest thing in this racket is the short memory that most people 
have. As you know I got a great kick outta coming back to the big 
town and looking it over, but believe me Joe when I say it made me 
more satisfied to stay here in Coolacres. I know us troupers are sup- 
posed to have itchy feet, but when I looked over the big town and saw 
the changes I got kinda seared. 

Our business has sort of spread out. It ain’t like years ago when a 

guy could make the rounds of all the offices within a couple of blocks 
and stand outside of the Palace and get all the news, but now, why 
to go through Radio City alone would take a couple of days. A guy 
has got to go to the advertising agencies, see the commercial picture 
agents, the few vaudeville agents, the agents for shorts and clubs. 
There is no time to stand around and get a few laughs; it takes you 
nearly all day answering guys why you ain’t on the radio. 
‘ It’s telling on a lot of our boys and girls; they’ve replaced the twinkle 
in their eyes with their security numbers. I admit it’s too big for me. 
That's why I say I came back more satisfied. Of course I ain’t sayin’ 
if me and Aggie got a good crack at a show or on the radio or even 
in vaudeville that we wouldn't take it, but it would have to practically 
be set in our laps. Running a small picture house in a little town ain't 
half bad; it don’t scare you like show business does in a big city—unless 
you look at the pictures and at the faces of the natives. 

I found plenty of trouble here. Aggie did her best while I was away. 
She booked a picture giving the exchange 45% of the gross. When J} 
asked her why she did it, Aggie said, ‘How did I know I couldn’t do 

It seems this mugg had no good habits 
like walking around to see the town, flirting with the gals or taking 
a drink; he had one bad habit and that was sticking close to the box 
office and watching Vic at the side door. 

One of the Fisheye salesmen came around and when I told him people 
were tired of seeing double features he sold me an idea. He said, ‘Why 
not give them four features...I can give ’em to you at a price.’ Well 
that sounded good to me. So I advertised it big and on my marquee 
I had, ‘Come in when the sun is shining and come out when the stars 
are out.’ I ran ‘Intolerance,’ Birth of A Nation,’ ‘The Big Parade’ and 
‘All Quiet On the Western Front.’ The natives had the best cry they’ve 
had in years. People brought their lunch and the cops came in looking 
for people that were reported missing from their homes. And just to 
show you some people are never satisfied a few guys came out and 
said, ‘What’s the idea, no shorts or a Mickey Mouse?’ There was plenty 
of excitement but very little profit. It was a good ad anyway, but now I 
suppose when I go back to my two lousy features they'll kick. You 
never know what the public wants these days. 

; “few Chee ’Fm Back Into Theatres 

These picture stars on the radio keep a lot of people away from 
the picture shows but it proves one thing—some of those stars ‘can be 
lousier on the air than they are even in pictures. That may bring the 
customers back to the theatres...the lesser evil of the two. 

Vic has a new suit and Aggie thinks she saw him in the alley after 
Bank Night cutting up the take with a shill, but she ain’t sure. If he 
buys anything else I'll get rid of him. It reminds me of the time the 
N. V. A. used to make collections and the next week nearly all the man- 
agers and ushers would be dressed up. Maybe it was just a coincidence 
but I never heard of a Dress Up Week for ushers and managers. 

Aggie looks alright but a little thin. Poor girl worked pretty hard 
while 1 was away so I'm letting her take a few days off and I'm in the 
box office. She was like a kid when I arrived and we stayed up nearly 
all night, me telling her about who I met and how they’re doing. and I 
think she’s a little more satisfied being here now. She said, ‘Lefty, we 
ain't making the dough we ‘used to make in show business, but our 
losses are surer and steadier.’ That's the way Aggie has of saying she’s 


| satisfied. 


We took another lease on the theatre and the banker was swell, he 
didn’t take any advance. Some of these small town guys are pretty 


that seats there are out of the dust | nice: maybe we're getting used to them. 
zone and worth more. } 


Well, give our best to all the boys and girls and tell ’em not to forget 
how to laugh, cause everything is gonna to alright, the Big Stage Man- 
ager has all our snots laid out. Best to you sez Lefty. 


P. S.—J. Frank Holliday sez ‘Our rich relatives are the kin we love 
to touch.’ 
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QUOTA COMES 
TO A HEAD 
NOV. 4 


London, Oct. 1. 

They're suddenly getting all het 
up again over quota in these parts, 
due in the main to. the fact re- 
opening of Parliament at the end of 
the month draws steadily nearer, 
and with it likelihood of early at- 
tention by the government to the 
new Films Bill. Latest info has Nov. 
4 as date for tabling first reading of 
the measure in House of Commons, 
which means official text will prob- 
ably be issued towards end of the 
current month. 

Whatever the cause, Cinema Ex- 
hibs’ Association nas had its legisla- 
tion committee in a huddle on two 
or three occasions the last week, and 
they wound up with a round table 
parley with producers on the Films 
Group of the Federation of British 
Industries. Angle of the talk was, 
they say, to meet half way on the 
matter of minimum standard for 
quota product. 

Labor interests, too, are keeping 
abreast of the situation, and a joint 
meeting of National Association of 
Theatre Employees and Association 
of Cine-Technicians decided on a 
joint memorandum to the board of 
trade urging attention to require- 
ments of workers under the new 
setup. Chiefly desired are stipula- 
tions protecting Britishers against 
invasion of foreign talent, along 
lines laid down at national Trades 
Union Congress some weeks back. 

Indie producers and distribs still 
continue to scratch around the sur- 
face of the problem, though seeming 
to lack the determination necessary 
to promotion of their calls for a 
deal which will keep them alive. 
Kinematograph Renters’ Society, on 
the other hand, continues to lay off, 
major distribs recognizing there are 
no strings they can pull. 


Anzac Film Biz Brisk 


Sydney, Sept. 30. 

Best biz currently is being copped 
by ‘Maytime’ (M-G), ‘Wings of 
Morning’ (G-B), ‘King Solomon’s 
Mines’ (G-B), ‘Take My Tip’ (G-B), 
and ‘Elephant Boy’ (UA). New ones 
include ‘His Affair’ (20th), ‘An- 
other Dawn’ (W), ‘Ever Since Eve’ 
(W), and ‘High, Wide and Hand- 
some’ (Par). ‘Captains Coura- 
geous’ (M-G) quits soon for ‘Sara- 
toga’ (M-G). 

Biz is also good on weekly change 
with ‘San Quentin’ (W), ‘The Lady 
Escapes’ (20th), ‘Family Affair’ 
(M-G), ‘Cherokee Round Up’ (W), 
and Louis-Braddock fight. Marcus 
unit is still playing to smash biz 
at $2 top. 











Melbourne, Sept. 30. 

Infantile paralysis has eased 
somewhat and trade is picking up 
again. List includes ‘When You're 
in Love’ (Col), ‘Maid of Salem’ 
(Par), ‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th), 
‘Pagliacci’ (UA), ‘Slim’ (W), ‘Man 
in Possession’ (M-G), and “Laugh- 
ing Irish Eyes’ (AD). ‘Balalaika’ 
should prove a big success for W-T, 
and Nina Mae McKinney is pulling 
plenty for Frank Neil. 





Auckland, Sept. 30. 
Biz is good throughout Dominion 
with ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th), 
‘Rainbow on River’ (RKO), ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col), ‘After Thin Man’ 
(M-G), ‘Prince and Pauper’ (W), 
‘Tall Timber’ (AD), ‘Elephant Boy’ 

(UA), ‘Love on the Run’ (M-G). 





Greenway’s Material 


Hampers London Date 
London, Oct. 12. 

Ann Greenway opened at the Cafe 
de Paris last night (11) to but fair 
returns because of indifferent choice 
of numbers. 
later. 

It had been anticipated the song- 
Stress would duplicate success 
achieved on her last visit here three 
years ago. 





EMIL JANNINGS’ NEXT 
Berlin, Oct. 1. 
‘Fahrt nach Orplid’ is to be Emil 
Jannings’ vehicle next season. 
It is a play by Bernd Hofmann 
which has just opened at the Leipzig | 


Schauspielhaus and was immediately | 
scooped up by Tobis. 


This may be remedied | 





English Comic Vows 
No More Berleing, As 
He Has ‘Found God’ 


Capetown, Sept. 25. 

The omer show of Tom Arnold’s 
Revue at the Alhambra, Capetown, 
before sailing for England was some- 
thing unusual. At the final curtain, 
George Lacy, the comedian, thanked 
the audience, and then startled the 
crowd by announcing he had sur- 





rendered himself to the Oxford 
Group, and found God in South 
Africa. 


Audience were startled, and sev- 
eral laughed taking it as one of his 
jokes. Lacy was serious, and when 
interviewed said he had been bad, 
a drunkard and a sinner, but that 
was finished. He was out for a clean 
religious life, as God had come into 
his existence. He had always quar- 
reled with his fellow artists, stole 
others’ gags, but now he would hold 
out the hand of friendship to all, and 
use only his own stage gags. No 
more risque gags, but clean stuff 
that any child can listen to. When 
asked how long this change will last, 
Lacy said he left that to God. He 
hoped to again tour South Africa in 
one or two years time, and then his 
So. Africa friends can judge what 
God has done for him. 


Pix-Radio | 


(Continued from page 1) 














tween sponsors and the studios. The 
sponsors think they are. getting 
names dnd material which will sell | 
their product and are not in the least 
interested or concerned about tele- 
vision for the present. They weren't 
even interested or coricerned about 
radio as a means to selling their | 
product until all other forms of ad- | 
vertising seemed to have been ex- 
hausted. 


But the studios, being in, the busi- 
ness of selling entertainment, can’t 
just get a single formula like a soap 
manufacturer and keep turning it out 
for generations. They have to keep 
catering to a public whose taste 
moves around like the eyeball of a 


of entertainment just so long, and 
then it begins to get restless. Right 
now it seems reasonably happy di- 
viding its time between stage, screen 
and radio, but producers have | 
learned from past experience not to 
bank on that sort of contentment. It’s 
usually symptomatic of an impending 
winter of discontent. 

Their only consolation is that with 
so many mediums of entertainment 
now using Hollywood as a proving 
ground, television is more than like- 
ly to come here for the same reason, 
if it hasn’t already. 

One of the difficulties with televi- 
sion as presently presented is that it 
can only project as far as the eye 
can see. While Hollywood has no 
skyscraper like the Empire State 
building it has hills within shouting 
distance of town that make the Em- 
pire State look like the old Flatiron 
building. 


neers say, for their present prac- 
tical purposes. 

What these engineers are worried 
about is the rumors that others of | 
their kind have something which 
makes the present television sets 


as little as shortwave radio sets are 
conditioned. These are also said to 


of in horizontal lines and with the 


to balloon it up to the size of mo- 
tion picture theatre screens. 

All this explains why the motion 
picture studios are training their 
troupers to be ready for the assault, 
though they don’t deny that money 








from commercial sponsors of air 
| programs isn’t exactly an obstacle 
|} in their way. 

Oct. 12 


| 
Washington, 
| Elaborate plans for estabiishment 
| of a television system throughout the 
| U. S. bobbed up Thursday (7) with 
| filing of the registration statement of 
the Universal Television Corp., 515 
' Madison avenue, New York, with the 
| Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion, 

Dreams of two scientists, 
Zillger and John W. McKay, 


Arno 
to put 


| into circulation the fruits of their | 
experiments in the television field 
were 
| agency, 


with the 
request for 


listed 
with 


2 he Oct, 1. 
‘The Dominant Sex,’ by Michael 
Egan, is having a one. month run at 
the Kammerspiele, which in the old 
days saw so many Reinhardt pro- 
ductions. 


Gustav Froelich, who is cast in 
the lead, was released from his 
Tobis contract for one month only, 
which will limit run. 


G-B WILL SHOW 
PROFIT OF 
$2,800,000 


‘London, Oct. 12. 
At next meeting on Oct. 15 Gau- 
mont-British will show a net profit 
of $2,800,000 for the year ending 
March 31. After appropriation and 











‘eo 


earried forward. There will be no 


| dividend declared on common shares. 


| 


Figures show provision for losses 
on film production and distribution 
totaling $3,800,000. The directors’ 
report states that the high cost of 


| production showed no appreciable 
| fail during the year and that failure 


\f 


'to recover a proportion of such costs 
from the American organization re- 

wlted in the heavy losses being sus- 
roe win by the distributing company. 


Board also states that realization 


| of film stocks is affecting the gradual 





baby. That public can take one form | 


| 





These hills survey a population of | 
2,000,000 within an area of 20 miles 
and that’s enough, television engi- | 


| 


aid of adequate amplifiers are able | 


reduction of the bank overdraft and 
corresponding improvement in the 
| financial position of the company. 
| All subsidiary companies show im- 
proved results and the standard of 
| the theatres within the group has 
been maintained, says report. 





500,000 shares common stock, which 
will sell to outsiders at $2.50. Mc- 
Kay will head new enterprise as 
| president, with Zillger as v. p. 


New corporation is offspring of the 
Eastern Television Corp., organiza- 
| tion formed to implement the inves- 
tors’ inventions and exhibit their 
practicality, according to the state- | 
ment. McKay and Zillger received 
$2,000,000 for their cut of the East- 
ern company—raised through a pri- 
vate syndicate which sold 20,000 
shares of common stock at $10 per 
share—all of which has been con- 
verted into $1 par value stock of the 
issuer company. 


| 





Deutsch-Sagall Coordination 


London, Oct. 1. 

Moves to coordinate television and 
motion picture interests in a plan 
for development of a theatre tele- 
vision service throughout the U. K. 
are being worked out by Scophony, 
which has concentrated on presenta- 
tion on large screens as opposed to 
miniature home sets. Company has 
Oscar Deutsch, of Odeon Theatres, as 
chairman, but current negotiations 
go outside that group to take in other 
major interests, 


Idea is to build up a service inde- 
pendent of the British Broadcasting 
Corp., making use of picture facili- 
| ties in the way of producers, stars 
and other personnel, and _ studios. 


look sick—sets which could work on | Project is considered logical by Solo- 
shortwave and would be conditioned | mon Sagali, 


managing director of 
Scophony, who holds that motion 
pictures, with their ready equipment 


take grain as halftones take it—that’s | | and organization can knock the B. B. 
to say they screen both ways instead | C- cold, and demonstrate just what 


ion should be. 


Sagall also has it that development 
of the service is more likely to catch 


televis 


| the public imagination if presented 
‘on a big seale in theatres rather than 


on 12-inch by 9-inch home apparatus, 
which is the limit of what set manu- 
facturers can at present offer. 


Whole fate of the plan appears to 
stand on what attitude will be taken 


| by the Government and its foster- 


| child, 


government | 
filing of | 


the B. B. C., which operates 
under charter as a monopoly organi- 
zation in the broadcasting field. Co- 
operation of the post office places 
the corporation in a powerful posi- 
tion, where use of landlines and com- 
munication is concerned, and _ if 
Sagall hopes to become its rival hel 
need courage and imagination, 

Additional finance, meanwhile, has 
just come into Scophony with pur- 
chase by the London & Yorkshire 
Trust of a block of 140,000 5s. shares 
{at 7s. 3d., 
a furtker 200,000 shares at 
within three years. 


7s. 6d. 


distributions a balance of $160,000 is | 





| 


a 


Short Run for ‘Sex’ Distributors Panicked Over 
Japanese Ban on Foreign Films 





Jap Films’ Year Book 


Intelligently edited by Tadasi 
lizima, Akira Iwasaki and Kasao 
Ucihda for the International Cinema 
Assn. of Japan, the Cinema Year 
Book of Japan for 1937 just makes 
its appearance, though dated last 
May. 

It is an imposing volume well cal- 
culated to impress the reader with 
the growing importance of the Japa- 
nese film industry and is lavishly il- 
lustrated with scenes and portraits 
from recent films. 








Nite Races Loom 
As Opposish For 
Aussie Theatres 


Sydney, Oct. 1. 

Begins to look like film and legit 
theatres are in for additional tough 
sledding this year with the proposed 
introduction of night trotting races. 
Theatres last year started to get 
;Slapped around boxofficely when 
wrestling caught the fancy of the 
public and added to the dog racing 
and radio competition of the last 
couple of years. 

Large tax returns from sport to 
governments of South and Western 
Australia is calculated to influence 
the New South Wales officials to 
great extent, 

Trotting operates on 
nights which is death to theatres. 
Wrestling hits it off on Mondays 
and combination means bad b.o. not 
only in the city but also in the nabe 
spots as well owing to fully de- 
scribed radio broadcast of grunt 
events. Inside is that trotting will 
be inaugurated before long and add 
to headaches of getting ’em in which 
Pe been plenty hard of late. 


BALALAIKA’ 
DEAL NOT SET 


London, Oct 3. 

The Par ‘Balalaika’ picture deal, 
while not actually cold, is by no 
means signed, sealed and delivered. 

Deal involved $110,000, Par pay- 
ing $5,000 deposit, with Adolph 
Zukor to finally close while here. 
Zukor is quite satisfied with the 
purchase, but the snag is the Broad- 
way showing, which is to be done 
by the Shuberts. 

Shuberts were to stage the show 
on Broadway early in October, but 
casting difficulties make it impossible 
for piece to be staged before Decem- 
ber or January. With possibility to 
duplicate its London success, it is 
figured with Broadway run and 
road tour show would run the whole 
‘of next year. 

Shuberts’ contract with Tom 
Bostock, head of Associated Theatre 
Properties, who sold the show to 
them, as well as having disposed of 
the film rights to Par, calls for the 
picture not to be made until the 
American run is ended. Which means 
that Par cannot show the film till 
well into 1939, which is what Zukor 
is objecting to, with the deal hang- 
ing in the balance. 

Meanwhile, the show has been 
running at His Majesty’s theatre for 
nine and half months, and has al- 


Saturday 











with options to take up| 


ready grossed $800,000. 


‘Dead Hand’ Misses, 
But Still Good Fun 


London, Oct. 12. 
opened at the White- 
hall theatre (7) and probably will 
miss success by a very small margin. 

Play is a melodrama of implausi- 
bilities but is good entertainment. 
Just misses the hit class. 


BERLIN’S SHOW REVIVAL 


Berlin, Oct. 1. 
Rehearsals are under way for the 
new season at the English theatre. 
First production, opening Oct. 
will be Shaw’'s.*You Never Can Tell.’ 
Edward P. Melotte will direct. 





‘Dead Hand’ 








vr 








Tokyo, Oct. 1. 
‘Foreign distribs here haven't be- 
gun to recover from the shock ad- 
ministered by the government in 
banning imports of all foreign flick- 
Such drastic 


ers. action was en- 
tirely unlooked for, the worst ex- 
pected being a flat turndown of 
around 50% of import applications 


on file. Although government an- 
nouncement fixed the period of the 
ban as three months, all indications 
point to a much longer period, prob- 
ably until April 1. 

Foreign distribs were 
entirely flat-footed, as there are 
around 150 unreleased subjects in 
the vauits. Under normal conditions 
this would be sufficient to supply 
the market for about four months, 
but with careful booking and elimi- 
nation of many double bills, this 
supply could be made to last for 
nine months. 


not caught 


Even though all pix now here are 
played, the coin situash must yet be 
hurdled and the Finance Office isn’t 
showing much inclination to loosen 
up in that respect. One Jap sales 
manager, however, stated that he 
had been informed that remittance 
permits would soon be forthcoming, 
but indicated that the amount would 
be but $500 per month for each dis- 
trib. This is such a ridiculously 
small figure that it’s very doubtful 
if the matter has even been consid- 
ered by the authorities. Finance 
Office consistently remains mum on 
the subject. 


With the definite 
all distribs that they will have to 
get along, for some time, without 
additional imports, and with future 
conditions so uncertain, it’s a cinch 
that their orgs will be considerably 
revamped. Several smaller outfits 
are even talking cf the possibility of 
closing up shop entirely. 

Producers here are not in any too 
happy position to take advantage of 
a shortage of foreign product, due to 
rapidly rising costs. Raw stock Is 
skyrocketing, and because Jap man- 
ufacturers don’t make a satisfactory 
negative, most of this Is coming 
from outside, thus bringing it under 
the control of the Finance Office on 
remittance matters. To hold down 
requirements as much as _ possible, 
producers have yoliuntarily agreed to 
limit all features to 7,000 feet. 

Home Office hasn't issued any defi- 
nite instructions to exhibs regard- 
ing shortening of programs, although 
it is known that authorities have had 
matter under consideration for some 
time. Prospect of product shortage 
may hasten a decision, but exhibs 
show indications of putting up a 
scrap to retain present three hours, 
even if reissues have to be used to 
keep it going. 


G-N’S $300,000 DEAL 
FOR BRITISH PRODUCT 


London, Oct. 1. 

Reggie Baker, joint managing di- 
rector with Basil Dean, of A. B, 
F. D., has a cash guarantee of be- 
tween $250,000 and $300,000 from 
Grand National as advances on six 
British pictures contracted for dis- 
tribution in the U. S. next sea- 
son. The deal is subsidiary to the 
existing tie-up between the two out- 
fits. 

A. B. F. D. has contracted to dis- 
tribute 40 G. N. productions here 
next season, 


knowledge by 








Metro Leases Newsreel 
Theatre for 10 Years 


London, Oct. 12. 
New newsreel house, seating 500, 
is being erected for Arthur Claver- 
ing on a site adjoining the Empire 


theatre. 


On completion it will be sublet to 
M-iro for 10 years at $600 weekly 
rental. 


Par’s Odeon Outlet 





London, Oct. 12. 
Paramount and Odeon (Oscar 
Deutsch) Theatres are talking 
about a possible deal for routing 


| Par product under a franchise basis 


15, | thro igh this circuit. 


Odeon comprises 150 or more the- 
atres. 
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DAILY NEWS 


“‘The Music Hall has a hit in ‘Stage Door.’ . . . One leaves the theatre with 
‘a feeling of satisfaction at having witnessed a perfectly grand show . . . 
All the performances are so absolutely right that it is hard to choose 
among them . . . Ginger Rogers is superb in the handling of the snappy, 
incisive dialog Bevin keeps the audiences in stitches . . . Miss Hepburn 
rises to dramatic moments with a fine show of histrionics . . . One of th the 
‘most entertaining pictures of the Fall season.’’ —Kate Cameron 


N.Y. TIMES 


Not n merely a brilliant picture, but as well a magnificently devastating 
reply on Hollywood’s part to all the catty little remarks that George 
Kaufman and Edna Ferber had made about it in their play... . itis s wittier 
‘than the original, more dramatic than the original, more meaningful thar than 
the original, more cogent than the original.”’ —Frank S. Nugent 


HERALD-TRIBUNE 


‘4 ‘Brilliantly written, directed and acted . . . a far more satisfying en enter- 

tainment than the play . . . it has such a burden of emotional power er that 

it betters its stage profotype as an exciting and moving tribute | to | 0 the 
‘abiding fascination of the theatre . . . A brilliant, witty and moving show.” 
—Howard Barnes 


DAILY MIRROR 


prartong f in its daring, the idea of teaming arty Katharine Hepburn and 
realistic Ginger Rogers in the Ferber-Kaufman ‘Stage Door’ has proved 
‘an inspired one. Their roles might have been written for them. Backed by 
C great cast walen includes Adolphe Menjou, the os give the the show 
lof th their lives eee - All ! the fans will relish ‘Stage Door.’ ~". << In acting, dit 9, direct- 
ing, * writing, it represents the finest flower of movie craftsmanship.” 


—Bland Johaneson 
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“STAGE DOOR”... NOW PACKING 
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WORLD-TELEGRAM 


“RKO has kicked over most of the traces of Edna Ferber and George S. 
Kaufman’s ‘Stage Door’ and remodeled the essential idea into one of the 
liveliest and most ingratiating talkies of the season .. . A vastly enter- 
taining picture, and one that moviegoers, as well as playgoers, will 
underwrite as a Hollywood triumph over Broadway.’’ —George Ross 


JOURNAL-AMERICAN 


‘‘A stimulating, hugely entertaining picture .. . It brings Katharine 
Hepburn back fo the spot she occupied . . . It brings new laurels to Ginger 
Rogers .. . It brings still more applause to Adolphe Menjou. . . . Under the 
expert guidance of Director Gregory La Cava ‘Stage Door’ takes its place 
as one of the season’s best.’’ | —Rose Pelswick 


N.Y. SUN 


““One of the funniest, best-made films that has come along for quite a 
while. The Music Hall, accustomed to fine pictures, can make ‘Stage 
Door’ quite at home, which is just as well. This is a picture that should 
remain at the big theatre for twe or three weeks . . . It would be missing 
a lot to miss this one.’’ —Eileen Creelman 


N.Y. POST 


“if you are thinking of going to the movies once in the next three weeks, 
this is it! . . . It’s the top in entertainment . . . The picture gives just about 
everything you want for ninety-one minutes. Whereupon you can sit 
back and wish that all the other pictures attempting the hill-and-dale run 


from comedy and tragedy, and return, could achieve the same balance.”’ 
—Archer Winsten 
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FILM REVIEWS 





THERE GOES GROOM 


RKO release of Albert Lewis production. 
Btars Ann Sothern, Burgess Meredith, Mary 


Boland, Directed by Joseph Santley. 
Screen play by S, K, Lauren, Dorothy 
Yost, Harold Kusell, from original by 
David Garth: camera, Milton Krasner. Re- 
viewed in Projection Room, N. Y., Oct. 8, 
*37. Running time, 64 mins. 

Betty Russell......csceeesseee! Ann Sothern 
Dick Mathews... .ccccccces Burgess Meredith 
ts Be Sey every rye re Mary Boland 
ce  SPET Ter cre reee Onstow Stevens 
Potter Russell. 66. sddee vee William Brisbane 
0 ee eee rere Louise Henry 
ro SE PER rrr rrr re Roger Imhof 
Billy Rapp...... ...-Sumner Getchell 







p EB ae ea eee George Irving 
i Poet) Ser eeee Leona Roberts 
BOGNO «onc ccccpiceesentetdecenrd Adrian Morris 





‘There Goes the Groom’ looks 
likely to wind up unfortunately. 
It'll droop right into the duals, gen- 
erally, upon release, and probably 
won't get the recognition it deserves 
at all. The yarn is well-worn around 
the edges, but so buoyantly and skill- 
fully acted by each least or large 
member of the cast, so smartly di- 
rected and generally entertaining, 
that it’s a shame the sum total isn’t 
sufficiently magnetizing to lift the 
pic from its ordained fate. 


It’s farce of fast order and the 
whole-hearted manner in which a 
good cast threw themselves into 
their jobs helps a great deal. Bur- 
gess Meredith, in the male lead, is 
doing his second film chore and the 
role is completely reversed in tone 
and type from his Hollywood break- 
in role in ‘Winterset.’ Meredith has 
the same youthful personality in the 
light part that he has on the hick- 
ory boards. 'And he does his role 
up brown. 


He’s cast as a kid a few years out 
of college who went to Alaska and 
gutted a gold mine. Buys a yacht 
and comes bounding home to claim 
Louise Henry on the strength of a 
vague campus promise of three 
years before. She’s interested in a 
| ecgernene = (Stevens) but, urged by 

er penurious mother (Boland), she 
tries briefly to get interested again. 
Meantime her younger sister (Soth- 
ern) has set her sails for the same 
port. 


Meredith and the family, which 
certainly doesn’t exclude the girls’ 
Big Bright Brother (William Bris- 
bane), who’s spearing to take a bite 
out of the lad’s bankroll, soon are 
leading so helter-skelter a farcical 
life that Roger Imhof, an old handle- 
bar mustachioed panner from the 
Kiondike whom Meredith brought 
back with him, has a hard time 
keeping the lad normal and rea- 
seonably thrifty. 


Finally after a series of funny se- 
quences involving wedding rehears- 
als, psychiatric treatments for 
Meredith and episodes on the yacht, 
the right girl gets the boy. 

The lines are, in the main, exceed- 
ingly bright and pepper up the 
otherwise hackneyed plot. Miss Bo- 
land especially stands out more de- 
finedly than she has in recent re- 
leases due to the more illumined 
dialog given to her. 

The direction, camera and produc- 
tion are all first-rate. Theatres ca- 
tering to smart clientele should espe- 
cially look into ‘There Goes the 
Groom.’ Bert. 


EBB-TIDE 


(IN COLOR) 

(WITH SONG) 
Paramount release of Lucien Hubbard 
production in Technicolor. Features Oscar 


Homolka, Frances Farmer, Ray Milland, 
Lioyd Nolan, Barry Fitzgerald. Directed 
by James Hugan. Story, Robert Louis 


Stevenson and Lloyd Osbourne; adaptation, 


Bertram Millhauser; camera, Leo Tover; 


special music, Ralph Rainger and Leo 
Robin. Reviewed in Projection Room, N. 
Y., Oct. 8, ’87. Running time, 91 mins, 

Capt Thorbecké........ «s.--Oscar Homolka 
Faith Wishart..... accoeeesFrances Farmer 
Robert Herrick...... ecececcces Ray Milland 
Attwater..cccocscece eocccecees Lloyd Nolan 
Dasenanecskestaansetes Barry Fitzgerald 





‘Ebb-Tide,’ in which Oscar Homol- 
ka makes his bow under a Holly- 
wood contract, is an ambitious pro- 
duction effort that relies more on 
striking backgrounds, good color ap- 

lication and performances by a 
Pandful of players than it does on 
story development or other factors. 
It misses being a big picture, though 
above average, because the plot is 
not strong enough, the situations 
Jack compelling force and the love 
story isn’t the kind that guarantees 
gatisfaction. 

The story and the manner in which 
jt is brought to the screen are some- 
what unorthodox, result being that 
audience appreciation may be ques- 
tionable except for consideration of 
iwo notable characterizations, that of 
Homolka and Barry’ Fitzgerald. 
Quite palpably the development of 
the two characters done by these ac- 
tors has been more important than 
other matters, not the least of which 
is the romantic interest dealt to 
Frances Farmer and Ray Milland. 
This is secondary to the free rein 
given Homolka and Fitzgerald in 
creating the characters of ua di 
praced captain and a_ conniving 
Cockney, respectively. The perform- 
ances these skilled artists give be- 
comes the outstanding feature of the 
pic‘ure. 

Homolka, the capt. who has lost 
his ship, plays his part more method- 
jcally and less naturally than does 
Fiizgerald, but is strong all the way 
jn the character he sets up. Fitzger- 
ald, however, nearly steals the pic- 
dure from Paramount's recent im- 
port. Former is one of the famed 
Abbey Players. Homolka was pre- 
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viously with Gaumont-British in 
England. 

| The action opens on an island in 
the South Seas, where Homolka, 
| Fitzgerald and Milland, latter an 
| English outcast, have become beach- 
combers. Their escape comes when 
the island commissiu:s Homolka to 
take a visiting pestilence ship away 
from the shores which it endangers. 
Learning the cargo is champagne, 
Homolka and his comrades conspire 
to take the ship to Peru instead of 
Australia, its destination, with the 
thought of selling the cargo and the 
schooner as well. Plot is built 
around these plans, the fruitless an- 
tagonism of the girl, daughter of the 
captain who had died, and the grad- 
ual change of mind that comes over 
Milland after becoming smitten. 


Melodramatics figure around the 
drunkenness of Homolka and his 
Cockney conspirator, a typhoon 
which nearly wrecks all plans plus 
the ship, and an encounter with a 
psychopathic heavy on an uncharted 
isle who murders the Homolka-Fitz- 
| gerald pa:r, leaving Milland and Miss 
|Farmer to do as they please. In 
|many ways the action leans to the 
|unnatural, in respect being too far- 
fetched. The storm scene is effec- 
tively photogravhed, yet lacks real- 
ism. The smallpox with which the 
ship was afflicted when it was shooed 
away from a frightened South Sea 
Isle is forgotten after that and no 
one seems to be dying from it, let 
alone _ suffering. Moreover, the 
schooner appears to be manned by 
an incredibly short crew without 
| worry in that direction becoming the 
iconcern of anyone. Although the 
production has scope and importance 
|of background, as well as suspense, 
it does not seem to have the neces- 
sary pace. This may be due partly to 
the amount of attention given the de- 
velopment of characters, Homolka’s 
deliberate manner of performance, 
the lack of strong dramatic clash and 
a feminine interest that isn’t up to 
hopes. Miss Farmer is no more than 
satisfactory in what she does or has 
to do, being far from impressive. 
Milland tops her considerably as 
hero interest. Lloyd Nolan, the man 
who rules a roost of three natives 








on his lost isle, is excellent. He 
reaches footage in the last reel. 
The coloring throughout adds 


much to the canvas of the sea pro- 
duction, this picture being the type 
that lends itself admirably to rain- 
bowing. South Sea Island scenes and 
those on the tramp schooner are par- 
ticularly well photographed. 

Ralph Rainger and Leo Robin 
wrote a snecial title number for the 
picture called ‘Ebb-Tide.’ It is heard 
vocally only on the sign-off when 
an unseen chorus does a brief ver- 
sion of it. Char. 


ALCATRAZ ISLAND 


Warner Bros, 
production, 
Litel, Mary 
Dick Purcell. 


release of Cosmopolitan 
Features Ann Sheridan, John 
Maguire, Gordon Oliver and 
Directed by William Mc- 











Gann. Story and adaptation. Crane ‘Wil- 
bur: film editor, Frank Dewar. Reviewed 
in Projection Room. N, Y., Sept. 16, ’37. 
Running time, 64 mins, 

BIO ATION... vie ccescccccscteoesd Ann Sheridan 
Ann Brady.......«. eeeeee-Mary Maguire 








‘Harp’ Santell..... Fag Dick Purcell 
Fred MacClane Addison Richards 
‘Tough ‘Tony’ Burke....... a E. pte 
Miss Maruatd...cccccosccccsees Joris Lloy 
Warden Jnckw#on....e- Charles Trowbridge 
The Red Head. ..cccccccscecs oon ag oe 
Crandall. ..ccccsece ecccccees- HUWare ceane 
Ti, S. Attorney. .ccccccccccseces 1s nag vt 
"Gat’ Brady... .cccccscccescccsseed ohn e 
George Drake. .....csccccsess Gordon Oliver 
‘Alcatraz Island’ shauld about 


complete the Warner file on prisons 
that may have some box office about 
them, company having done ‘San 
Quentin,’ ‘20,000 Years in Sing Sing,’ 
‘Devil’s Island’ and a few others of 
life in stir, including ‘Fugitive from 
Chain Gang.’ Because it deals with 
the Dreyfus case, ‘Zola’ also pos- 
sesses that flavor. That is a new 
season's release, as is ‘San Quentin.’ 
This one makes it three in a row ata 
rather fast clip. The gross poten- 
tialities are just fair, with the title 
expected to help more than anything 
else. 

Having a penchant for following 
the headlines, WB this time stops to 
consider the way the Federal gov- 
ernment stepped in to round up 
racketeers and built Alcatraz as a 
suitable spot where the tougher ones 
could be tamed. Every effort is mace 
to give the picture an authentic Alca- 
traz background, as has character- 
ized other Warner prison releases, 
but, due to weakness of story, an 
average directorial job and failure 
to inject desired menace, it has its 
drawbacks as entertainment. The 
| none-too-well-known members of the 
‘cast. from whom b.o. draught is not 
'to be expected, provide perform- 
ances that lend the most impressive 
note. 

If nothing else, ‘Alcatraz’ furnishes 
further proving-ground for some 
newer players in films, and, though 
he doesn’t get much footage, , brings 
fresh lustre to the personality of 
George E. Stone. Long in pictures, 
Stone stands out sharply in prison 
sequences and has the best of the 
few good comedy lines contained in 








the scrint. Ann Sheridan, John Litel 
and Mary Maguire. freshmen in 
| films. are all excellent, but Miss 


Sheridan has had better roles in her 
| brief career, including in ‘San Quen- 
tin.’ Picture is more concerned with 
Lite] and Miss Maguire in a father- 
and-daughter situation. Miss Ma- 
fuire, looking around 16, has been 
dubbed ‘Australia’s Mary Pickford’ 
bv the Warners. The désignation is 
okay. The young actress from down 





Miniature Reviews 


‘There Goes the Groom’ 
(RKO). Entertaining farce, 
well and intelligently trouped 
by Burgess Meredith, Ann 
Southern, Mary Boland. 

‘Ebb-Tide’ (Par). The first 
for Oscar Homolka in America, a 
story that is more pretentious 
as to production than dra- 
matically. Does not suggest 
big b.o. In color. 

‘Alcatraz Island’ (WB). Prison 
melodrama of only passable 
entertainment worth. Probably 
will be fair at b.o. 

‘Small Town Boy’ (GN). Oke 





story lost in the production 
shuffle. Second-rate dualer. 
‘The Wrong Koad’ (Rep). 


Weak crime-doesn’t-pay dualer 
with Helen Mack, Richard 
Cromwell and Lionel Atwill. 

‘Two Minutes toe Play’ (Vic). 
Two minutes is right. 











under, who was in ‘Confession,’ is a 
very appealing type and has a screen 
voice that lands strongly. 

One of the troubles with Crane 
Wilbur’s story and the direction by 
William McGann is that Litel is tar- 
geted for sympathetic interest which 
is never very definitely aroused. He’s 
the racketeer who’s sent to stir by 
Federal government on an income 
tax violation just as he’s beginning 
to go soft over the daughter he has 
succesfully hidden from himself in 
boarding schools for many years. 
The sympathetic interest goes en- 
tirely to the daughter. At the out- 
set the situations developed are very 
promising, but in attempting to point 
a moral—even for a racketeer—the 
story struggles along without the 
benefit of real dramatic energy. 
Threat of one of the hero racketeer’s 
henchmen to get even with him 
forms the basis for plot matter which 
aids in a Federal conviction for Litel, 
then in transfer from the nicer con- 
fines of Leavenworth prison to the 
tougher routine of Alcatraz, followed 
by accusation there of a murder he 
didn’t commit, and, finally, a wishy- 
wasny exoneration of nearly every-. 
thing. 

The prison scenes at both Leaven- 
worth and Alcatraz are interesting, 
notably at latter, where the producer 
shows the folks what ‘the rock’ is 
like, but the action is lacking in ree] 
punch. A district attorney, who by 
some considerable stretch of things 
contrary to normal exnectations, 
helps send Litel to prison, then 
throurh love for his dauchter, works 
for his freedom. Gordon Oliver 
nlays this part. but he’s too bovish 
forad.a. J.escer roles are hondled 
ably hv Dick Purcell. Doris TJovd, 
Pen Welder, Matty Fain and Viedi- 


rir Sokoloff. Char. 
FOOTLOOSE HEIRESS 
Warner Bros. production and rele se, 

Features Craig Reynolds, Ann Sheridan, 


Anne Nagel, William Hopper. 


Directed hy 
William Clemens. 


Screenplay hy Robert- 


son White, camera, Arthur Edeson. At 
Fox, Bklyn, dual, week Sept. 30, ’37. Run- 
ning time, 61 mins. 

Bruce ‘Butch’ Baeder...... Craig Reynolds 
ee eae Serre, eee Ann Sheridan 
Linda Pierson...... Cerocccceced Anne Nagel 
Jack Pierson....ceceseeees William Hopper 
John C, Allvn....seceeess-Hugh O'Connell 
Chastio McCarthy. vccccccccsnce Teddy Hart 
Tuke Peaneather.......cccscos Hal Neiman 
Justice Abner Cuttler.......... Frank Orth 
WE BIO sock scecicce William Eberhardt 
Pr, COCOONS io a0 000055 0o¥ es Lois Cheaney 





This is the kind of a picture that 
might have been made off the arm 
and for that type of picture not bad, 
considering that it’s intended only 
for multiple programs. 

Same old story where the hero 
turns out not to be the lowly fellow 
he at first appears to be, but a rich 
and worthy individual besides. Hero 
is a railbird who mifids somebody 
else’s business and by doing so wins 
the friendship of the eccentric father 
of a_ self-willed debutante. The 
pappy is an advertising man, or 
something, because he finally gets 
the lad to write radio copy for him 
to hold a client (the hero also be- 
ing a copywriter, just like that). 
Familiar finale. 4 

Craig Reynolds and Ann Sheridan 
both are ingratiating. Hugh O’Con- 
nell as pon Allen is burdened with 
th principal comedy role but he 





doesn’t have the material. Shan. 
Granl National release of Zion Myers 
production. Stars Stuart Erwin. Features 
Joyce Compton, Jel Prouty, James Blakely, 
Clara Blandick, Dorothy Appleby. Directed 
by Glenn Tryon. Adapted by Tryon, from 
original by Manuel Komroff; camera, Ed- 
ward Snyder: production manager, Gaston 
Glass: film editor, James Morley: sound, 
W. H. Wilnmiath: musical supervision, Al 
Meyer. At Paramount, Brooklyn, week 

Oct. 7, '57, dual. Running time, 61 mins. 
| REGED cessccuceutevstescs: 04 Stuort Erwin 
| MOLY cescscccsscssesccesse « Joyce Compton 
| Bip, AremBtrOR., cc ccecececcesser ee Jel Prouty 
| Mrs. Armstrong.............Clara Blandick 
S PEED pdccecccecersccveress ONS Eeapee 
PSAMATA cecccsscccseccsees Dorothy Anppleby 
LM. French... ccscstccaceses Clarence Wilson 
EMOTE cb ccsesecchcecccccteces Paul Hurst 
BIORNG nos cc ceocegsciccsecesis Edward Waller 
BOD Seer c cd sisecssessccsececves Eddie Kaae 
CHOPPER cccccccsqecccevecs George Chandler 
HEMGED ccoccccetcoecssecce Eerville Alderson 
NE = 6 on. ob6 04000 chiovsvceses Victor Potel 





Strong story nullified by weak pro- 
duction. Result is merely a so-so B 
pie for runner-up spotting in nabe 
duals. Even at that it won't pull 





the business it might, because it 
lacks name value and hasn't any 
definite selling point. 


Story, from an original mag yarn 
called ‘The $1,000 Bill,’ has a piquant 
(though hardly new) idea which keen 
adaptation and capable production 
could have built into a boxoffice 
kayo. Basis of the plot is the char- 
acter development of a _ diffident 
smalltown lad who finds a $1,000 
bill. Suddenly a man of consequence, 
he asserts himseif-for the first time 
in his life and discovers he’s a de- 
mon go-getter. 


That shred of story, if adapted by 
someone with a g2nse of characteri- 
zation and subtleties of wit, if given 
adequate production, knowing direc- 
tion and a lustrous cast, could have 
been turned into one of those oc- 
casional comedies that critics and 
word-of-mouth send into big grosses. 
But apparently, the studio didn’t 
really believe in its possibilities, for 
the yarn has been slipped one of 
those once-over-lightly treatments 
and the answer is just a regretful 
nix, 

As the worm-will-turn hero. 
Stuart Erwin injects all the life he 
can into a bloodless character. Per- 
formance is understanding and has 
commendable variety and tempo. But 
it suffers from its surroundings. 
Joyce Compton does as well as could 
be expected with the pastel part of 
the heroine, while Jed Prouty, Clara 
Blandick and Clarence Wilson turn 
in the sure jobs of dependable 
troupers. Glenn Tryon’s direction 
isn’t much better than his adaptation. 

Hobe. 


Shadows of the Orient 


Monogram release of Larry Darmour pro- 
duction, Features Esther Ralston, Regis 
Toomey, J. Farrell MacDonald, Oscar 
Apfel, Sidney Blackmer. Directed by Burt 
Lynwood. Original by L. E. Heifetz. 
Adapted by Charles Francis Royal. Camera 


James S. Brown, Jr. At Central, N. Y, 
week Oct. 9, ’37. tunning time, 70 mins. 
Wa TORE. ddctacunbras Esther Raleton 
PS Pe ae ee Regis Toomey 
Sullivan ...cccccce J. Farrell MacDonald 
BOONE: MCGET ” bicdcdntesscivna Oscar Apfel 
SEIDE DEGGM sadccccoes eds Sidney Blackmer 
DUAR covccgddecceccce Eddie Featherstone 
TOMO indo hub 66664K94608 05s t04 Kit Guard 
OMEED ded neescsdedideeenss Matty Fain 
Gees MME a edccecvetedeceses James Leong 





Amazingly rudimentary in action 
and dialog, this picture is almost 
amateurish in spots. For the sure- 
seater multiple grinds only. It’s 
about smuggling Chinese into the 
U. S. by plane. 

Esther Ralston, daughter of a 
judge, in an unnamed locale, gets 
mixed in a raid on a Chinese gamb- 
ling spot. The fantan place is head- 
quarters also for Sidney Blackmer, 
chief of the smugglers, who planes 
Chinese illegally into the U. S. Regis 
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THE WRONG ROAD 


Republic release of Colbert Clark produce 
tion. Features Richard Cromwell, Helen 
Mack, Lionel Atwill. Directed by James 
Cruze. Screen play by Gordon Rigby and 
Eric Taylor; original by Rigby; camera 
Ernest Miller; supervising editor, Murray 
Seldeen; film editor, William Morgan: mu- 
sical director, Alberto Colombo. Reviewed 
in Projection Room, N. Y., Oct. 7, °37, 
Running time, 62 mins, 


Jimmy Caldwell.........Richard Cromwell 
Ruth Holden,., Helen Mack 


Mike Roberts. ccccctccccscces Lionel Atwill 
ee ees eseeee+sHorace MacMahon 
GEERT TET Ce OPT ee Russ Powell 
pe POPE Ceri te ke Pee errr Billy Bevan 
Bre, Faster, os. cvse Sebseves +Marjorie Main 
REGEENOON oh de* 64d eb-e4604666000> Rex Evans 
District Attorney.........<. Joseph Crehan 
OGRTMION, occ dcbceceseese cscceod Arthur Hoyt 
Big HORO.eccdeseiesceceesccccsc BV Saylor 
SUGGS eee iescinvetesesiacees Selmer Jackson 
ig yt err rrye Ty Pre ere eee Chester Clute 





Not much can be said for this 
crime-doesn’t-pay-even-if - you - get- 
away-with-it picture. A minor 
dualer, Boy and girl, in this one, 
decide that with her family broke 
and prospects of promotion for the 
lad who is a bank clerk, negligible, it 
would be a smart move to lift $100.- 
000 from the bank where he works. 
They do this apparently with the 
greatest ease, but instead of the old 
shoe, the authors have picked an 
old-fashioned music box for the 
emateur crooks to hide the swag in. 
This they expect to recover after 
serving out their sentences. 

As planned, they resist all at- 
tempts by third-degreeing to make 
them disclose the hiding place and 
are sent up for terias, frankly ad- 
mitting they have the douch socked 
away. By serving out their few 
years in prison to earn it, they fig- 
ure to pay their debt to society, 
harm nobody and be on easy street 
when they get out. 

Trouble from_ several _ sources 
overtakes them. First the music box 
eludes them and is sold at auction 
following the death of an antique 
dealer with whom they left it. 
Blackie, a former cellmate of the 
lad’s, shows up and wants a cut of 
the swag. Finally a special officer 
of the surety companv, who in some 
mysterious manner always turns up 
at the right moment, introduces the 
moral aspect and says that until the 
youngsters return the money they 
won’t have any inner contentment. 

Despite the weak scrivt, Lionel At- 
will, as the parole officer, turns in 
a good acting performance, and Hor- 
ace MacMahon, the villain of the 
piece. does okay. Richard Cromwell 
and Helen Mack seem pretty bored 
with their drab dialog, which is no 
wonder. Not much can be said for 
this triviality, even for the duals. 


Versprich Mir Nichts 
(‘Promise Me Nothing’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

Berlin, Oct. 1. 


Terra-Filmkunst release of Meiteor-Film 





Toomey is the immigration inspector 
who solves all by falling for Miss 
Ralston. 
That’s the outline of the story, 
which is just another cops-and-rob- 
bers tale. Picture treads slowly and 
Regis Toomey is an obvious lover. 
Miss Ralston is a coy _ heroine. 
Neither becomes the role. Blackmer 
and J. Farrell MacDonald havn't a 
chance to defend themselves here 
and they have to take the rap, too. 
The acting is uniformly bad. 

Drab interiors and shabby ex- 
teriors. Camera work nothing to 
hoast about. Shan, 


BOOTS AND SADDLE 


(WITH SONGS) 


Republic release of Sol C. Siegel produc- 
tion, Stars Gene Autry. Features Judith 
Allen, Ra Hould, Smiley Burnette. Di- 
rected by Joseph Kane. Story, Jack Natte- 


ford; screeh play, Natteford and Oliver 
Drake; camera, William Nobles. Reviewed 
in Projection Root, N. Y., Oct. 8 ‘37. 
Running time, 60 mins, 

SOOO 0.04666 66 ce vsccdadsciceeesss Gene Autry 
an PTR ee Smiley Burnette 
WOCRIOS BIOs 205 0ctcccicsasdes Judith Allen 
Panetiwtabesocabadesnedecneeests ta Hould 
Ce SN 46 056 ydss 0 cba ceves Guy Usher 
POON. 6 6006606066 4d 0evi creed Gordon - Elliott 
WE Ns 05.06:669 0002008 cenuveat John Ward 
EEE 654000600800 66085 0808 Frankie Marvin 
dieu RE Le PUT eee Chris Marvin 
Sergeant......s..++ee0+---mtanley Rlystone 
SOO GRGIOG. 66.0 cc cts cnteiccces Bud Osborne 





Another of those convey-nothing 
titles which hide a good picture, 
westernly speaking. Everything in 
the production bespeaks a more than 
average investment. Autry is too 
good an asset for Republic, hence it 
would be a good idea to embroider 
him equally well in subsequent re- 
leases. 
Allen’s (currently getting page one) 
should help where the title discour- 
ages. 

In a couple of spots the film will 
tax credulity even of youngsters. 
Autry’s first romancing with 
Allen, thanks to dialogicians, is 
askew, but in the main picture is 
plenty horsey and tricky to sate the 
Alamo addicts. 


Autry is given the added advan- 
tage of good pop tunes. ‘Give 


NA: 
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while mounted star lounges over his 
saddle. Other tune, ‘You’re The One 
Rose That’s Left in My Heart,’ in a 
nitery setting, is also cleverly han- 
dled. 

Cast, like rest of film, of better 
grade. Both Miss Allen and the New 





Zealander, Ra Hould, kid, turn in 
good performances. 


His own name and Miss | 


Me | 
My Boots and Saddle’ is well sung | 





production, Director, Wolfgang Liebee 
neiner. Features Luise Ullrich and Viktor 


i de Kowa, Screen play, Thea von Harbou, 
Camera, Friedl Behn-Grund. At Gloris 
Palast. Running time, 105 mins, 

MIOMIRG. «+ inc dedtcecoecevecess Luise Ullrich 
Martin Pratt..... evccsscoos Viktor de Kowa 
Mrs Felder, scsccesessicces Heinrich George 
DP. Bice secssceedes Hubert von Meyerinck 
Consul] BrenowW «00600 siccsccsss Will Dohm 
Vera Brenkow.......+..- Charlotte Daudert 








This legit hit seems okay at the 
pic b.o., too. Thea von Harbou, in 
charge of the book, turned the trick 
well and Wolfgang Liebeneiner with 
the help of a competent cast has 
developed it into a money-maker. 


Yarn opens in the Pratt studio, 
where Martin, so absorbed in his 
canvasses, does not notice how his 
wife, Monika, is gradually wasting 
away from starvation. Even when 
she rounds up a butter and egg man 
who is just dying to part with a 
husky wad, Martin refuses to sell— 
the pictures are not good enough, 
says he, though admitting that he'd 
find them pretty fair if daubed by 
somebody else. This gives Monika 
a brainstorm. Martin’s signature is 
M. P. The initials could be her own. 
So, with a painting under her arm, 
|she braves her way into the presence 
of the awe-inspiring art dealer, 
Felder. He’s not only wild about the 
picture and buys it, but arranges an 
exhibition so that the Pratts are 
soon rolling in lucre and Monika has 
become a celebrity. 

But Martin becomes jealous of 
Felder’s attentions to Monika and 
leaves her. In the meantime the 
Lucas-Cranach prize is bestowed 
upon her, whereupon she blurts out 
the whole truth to the committee, 
telling them that she had entered 
into this nefarious scheme only to 
keep the wolves from the door. It 
looks as if Monika is headed for a 
|sweet session in the cooler when 
Felder comes to her rescue, con- 
| Vincing all concerned that art is art 
after all, and it makes no diff who 
|holds the brushes and wins the 
|prizes. He also arranges the in- 
;evitable reconciliation. ‘ 

Luise Ullrich, one of Germany's 
most capable thespers, makes a great 
|deal of an already juicy part. She is 
lonly disappointing in the grande 
j}c€ame role, to which. fortunately, 
little footage is allotted. Viktor de 
Kowa as the young artist is charm- 
ing and in toto covers his assign- 
ment okay. The high spots are the 
| Ullrich-de Kowa scenes. which are 
;excellently megged and have bits of 
| business that are pips. 

Heinrich George as the art dealer 
sives a fine portrayal. Those ef- 
fectively draved around the central 
roles are Will Dohm, Charlotte Dau- 
dert and Hubert von Meyerinck. 
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I Fratelli Castiglioni 


(‘The Castiglioni Brothers’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 

Rome, Sept. 27. 
Produced by Amato Film; distributed by 
F.N. LC. Directed by Corrado D'Errico. 
Dialog, DErrico., based on comedy by 

Alberto Colatuoni; camera, Vaclav Vich. 
Ismaele Castiglioni.............Ugo Ceseri 
Mario Castiglioni...........Camillo Pilotto 
Camillo Castiglioni......-Armando Migliari 
Fuivio Castiglioni.........Amedeo Nazzari 
Nina.... .- Luisa Ferida 
Fish. cceseves eccces coccceoees-vanna Vanni 
Provincial Lawyer...-...+-Enrico Viarisio 


(In Italian) 

This film is based on Alberto 
Colantuoni’s comedy, which has been 
translated into six languages and 
played all over Europe. But the 
film is more than mere theatre 
transported to the screen, director 
having used all the possibilities of 
the screen and added . atmosphere 
which could not possibly have been 
achieved on the stage. Beautiful 
photography of Vich and excellent 
musical accompaniment do much to 
build up atmosphere. 

Story centers about the four Cas- 
tiglioni brothers, as ruthless and un- 
scrupulous a bunch of hotheads as 
can be imagined. Their uncle, 
Pompeo, drew a winning lottery 
ticket, worth 2,000,000 lire, but be- 
fore he could cash in on the ticket 
he died. And after his death the 
ticket was nowhere to be found. 

Great consternation among the 
four brothers. Great family meet- 
ings and consultations as to where 
the uncle might have left the ticket. 
All his clothes, all his belongings 
are searched. Even Nina, the cousin 
who has had an illegitimate child, 
and whom the ruthless brothers have 
expelled from the family, is called 
in. They hope she may have an 
idea what the wicle could have done 
with the ticket. But the poor girl 
* has no more idea than the rest, and 
the righteous quartet make her feel 
thoroughly miserable. Only her 
cousin Gisa, of all the family, is nice 
to her. 

Finally a letter is discovered say- 
ing the ticket was sewed into the 
lining of Uncle’s blue suit, and after 
more family consultations it is dis- 
covered that this was the suit Uncle 
was buried in. At noon of the next 
day the term for presentation of the 
winning ticket is to expire. Brothers 
call in the village lawyer for advice. 
But the youngest brother, Fulvio, 
who is the most impulsive, decides 
that action is best, so goes off to the 
cemetery to dig up Uncle. A little 
later the two older brothers, Mario 
and Ismaele, decide in favor of 
action, too. When they get to the 
cemetery they find the grave has 
already been opened. Then they see 
Fulvio leaving. 

They call another family confer- 
ence, and Fulvio is called to ac- 
count. He produces what he found 
in the blue suit—not the ticket, but 
a letter announcing that Uncle will 
phone tomorrow. 

Next day sees the castiglioni fam- 
ily—more or less _ jittery—sitting 
around the phone. When it finally 
rings, a sepulchral voice announces 
that the ticket has already been 
turned in. Great fury on the part 
of the brothers. 

Whereupon Uncle’s lawyer arrives 
and announces that he had instruc- 
tions to cash the ticket, that the 
family is to enjoy the use of the 
interest on the fortune, provided 
they recognize Nina’s baby as the 
owner of the estate. Film ends with 
the assembled family at the railway 
station to receive the baby heir on 
his arrival from town. 

While the film is not suitable for 
the American market, it is, never- 
theless, excellent. Scenes showing 
the four brothers striding through 
the streets in their long, dark capes, 
cycling down the rural lanes to the 
cemetery, holding midnight confer- 
ences by candlelight, are all delight- 
fully weird and creepy. Graveyard 
scene has plenty of scares, without 
being too slapstick. Luisa Ferida 
makes a very appealing and spirited 
fallen cousin, and Amedeo Nazzari 
as Fulvio, the youngest and most 
hot-headed of the brothers, cuts a 
very dashing figure. Camillo Pilotto 
as Mario, and Enrico Viarisio as the 
provincial lawyer give the best char- 
acterizations. Music and photog- 
raphy excellent. Heln. 


YOUTH ON PAROLE 


Republic release of Phil Rosen produc- 
tion, directed by Rosen. Features Marian 
Marsh, Gordon Oliver, Margaret Dumont, 
Peggy Shannon. Screen play, Hershel Reb- 
Uas; cameraman, Edward Snyder; addi- 
tional dialog, Henry Blankfort, Jr. Re- 
viewed in Projection Room, N. Y., Oct. 8, 











"37. Running time, 60 mins. 

ee ee aes Marian Marsh 
Phillip Henderson............ Gordon Oliver 
Landlady peueeiNes seban ees Margaret Dumont 
SUEET s 6 28050650c06esne0nee Peggy Shannon 
-« segaapae FEET Oe PT Tee Miles Mander 
3” eee eater paee:. Sarah Padden 
PE SER aon Wade Boteler 
M ae Blair.....cccsescscccseee Mary Kornman 
ee ee PI -t arperne as Joe Caits 
SUNS Fab itpdc Socdalicestseus Milburn Stone 
cgay ty Ot OEIC Harry ‘Tyler 
POMONN Se sic ceyiyigthsnevn cts Ranny Weeks 
Law Festive eeceseaeeerese Theodor Von Eltz 
Di tiicited¢anbhhedeaheaakants Ula Love 
OE. etninkssancdadecs, Paul Stanton 


With only the name of Miss Marsh 
to attract, ‘Parole’ can’t hope to pass 
the light end bracket of the dual 
depots. It will hold its own in that 
Classification, however, and helps 
build Gordon Oliver as one of the 
minor juve actors. 


Story goes to extremes in building | 


‘hardships confronting former 
Prisoners, however youthful and in- 
nocent, when they return to outside. 

Tials are laid on too thickly to im- 








press as anything else but syrup for 
the commiserate love story mag 
addicts. To average filmgoer it’s a 
little too much ill wind and not 
enough entertainment. 

Framed into the cooler, two white 
collar workers try to rehabilitate 
themselves on release. Although 
strangers on entering, boy and girl 
find solace in each other after first 
few disappointments on exit. Love 
follows but only complicates until 
boy exonerates himself and the girl 
by uncovering the real culprits. 

In all but action scene at end di- 
rection is standard. Cast is handled 
well, although Miss Marsh and Miss 
Dumont get out of line occasionally. 
Camera work is so-so, including sev- 
eral library snaps. 

There’s very little suspense be- 
cause the climax is arrived at too 
swiftly after kid gets going on his 
own sleuthing. After seeing so much 
elevator-like ups and downs of the 
pair, the finale comes with a snap, 
leaving one a little behind the ac- 
tion. 

Miss Marsh does well enough con- 
sidering her lines, and looks well in 
the plain business frocks selected 
by wardrober. Oliver also turns in 
a fairish performance. Peggy Shan- 
non and Margaret Dumont play their 
roles without exciting themselves or 
anyone else. Hurl. 


Two Minutes to Play 


Victory release of Sam Katzman produc- 


tion. Stars Herman Brix, Features Eddie 
Nugent. Directed by Bob Hill. Story and 
adaptation, William Buchanan; production 
manager, EK. W. Rote; camera, Bill Hyer; 
film editor, Charles Henkel. At Strand, 
Brooklyn, week Oct. 7, ’37, dual bill, Run- 
ning time, 69 mins, 

Martin Granville.......s..eee- Herman Brix 
Jack Gaime® cocccccccccccves Eddie Nugent 
Pat Meredith ....ccccesescens Jeanne Martel 
Fluff Harding..........eeee> Betty Compson 
Hank Durkee.........eeeeeees Grady Sutton 


Lew Ashley Duncan Rinaldo 


Buzzy Vincent .....-ceeceeees David Sharpe 
BEAD: occ obeys esd 4b cccecesiase Sammy Cohen 
Coach Rodney.......+. eeees-Forrest Taylor 
Gaines Senior.....csccseccess Richard Tucker 
Granville Semior......cescssecees Sam Flint 


Signals off. Also story, production, 
direction, playing, camera, lighting, 
sound—in fact, just about everything 
is off. Few more pix like this and 
individual communities in these 
United States will be setting up their 
own quota laws. 


For the record, the idea (courtesy 
term) of this one is the rivalry of 
a couple of young red - blooded 
studes. There’s also something or 
other about the glory of dear old 
Franklin U. and the affections of a 
flirtatious co-ed. Oh yes, and the 
fond poppas of the lads were also 
hated rivals in their undergrad days 
—and they keep it up throughout the 
pic. Well, the hero wins the game 
with (surprise, surprise) two min- 
utes to play, and all animosities are 
forgotten. Fadeout, but “. 

obe. 





Yodelin’ Kid from Pine 
Ridge 


(WITH SONGS) 


Republic release of Armand Schaefer pro- 
duction. Stars Gene Autry. Directed by 
Joe Kane. Story, Jack Natteford; screen 
play, Natteford, Stuart McGowan and Dor- 


rell McGowan; camera, William Nobles; 
songs, Autry, Smiley Burnett, Frank Har- 
ford, Jack Stanley, William Lava, At 
Arena, N. Y., dual, Oct. 11-12, ’37, Bun- 
ning time, 62 mins, 
ee PPT errr Gene Autry 
yy MEERUT ERUCEL TT Smiley Burnette 
Milly Baynum........ceceees Betty Bronson 
TOR Parkers... ccccccscccses le Roy Mason 
AUtEY, Bliccccccscccesceses Chas. Middleton 
Bayliss Baynuit......+see+-: Rus, Simpson 
Tenn. Ramblers......-+e¢+ Tenn, Ramblers 
Jef€ Galloway.....eseeeees Jack Dougherty 
COME ceccccccesccesccsecess Guy Wilkerson 
LUuUKC@ ccccccccccccescsecs ..-Frankie Marvin 
Sherif ccccccccccecvees aaaedeue Henry Hall 
Sam PTRTTTTT TT Tire eeerecese Snowflake 
There’s a minor lesson in geog- 


raphy for the kids in the foreword 
of ‘Yodelin’ explaining that the 
Carolinas and Georgia, story loca- 
tion, also have cattle ranches. There 
is nothing else since even the prom- 
ising names featured, Betty Bronson 
and Gene Autry, disappoint in this 
release for the triple-bills, 

Unhampered by a too familiar 
story, director and others concerned 
might have done more with the ma- 
terial. Instead it looks like nothing 
was done anywhere, net result be- 
ing that nothing gets anywhere. 

Lack of direction is seen every- 
where in acting of both featured 
players and _ supporters and the 
ridiculous business allowed in the 
story. Usual swingy western music 
and singing of Autry is way off 
standard. There’s not a memorable 
musical moment with exception of 
Tennessee Ramblers’ tramp band 
rendition. 

Even Gene Autry can not stop a 
mountain feud between cattleman 
and ‘turpentiners, but that is what 


film portrays. Raging forest fire 
adds to the hazards among which 
are guns vs. his bare hands. Kids 





snicker at that. The early Spanish 
arch in a Georgia town, very ob- 
vious stock shots from ‘Annie Oak- 
ley’ filrn, and the totally unbeliev- | 
able and stupid finish of gunman | 
chase between Autry’s wild west 





show pals. using blank catridges, and 
the rustlers are other untimed 
laughs. 


Betty Bronson never played a less | 
important or less convincing part as | 


ONE MAN JUSTICE 


Columbia production and release. 
Charles Starrett. Directed by Leon Bar- 
sha, Story, William Colt MacDonald; 
screen play, Paul Perez; cameraman, John 


Stars 





Stumar. At Arena, N. Y., dual, Oct. 8-9, 
*37. Running time, 59 mins. 

SUEY CUMIIIR io v0 ks 6 i040 Charles Starrett 
Mary ey ae Barbara Weeks 
Neai EPEC AE RE Hal Taliaferro 
Ce Rrra ae Jack Clifford 
I. ck Pies <5 ocideweatin lf Alan Bridge 
BP WINE: 04.0 aWasesiiciesa Walter Downing 
Bridget $0966666646460 (540660006 Mary Gordon 
MNS 6 540 w'bbwis aces Caxh¥ter an Jack Lipson 
hi eee eee eeccee Edmund Cobb 
Hank Skinner......... ecceccese Dick Curtis 
Lefty Gates éce0ee ° ++++.Matson Williams 
Ge CIN ods Fareed eeane Harry Fleischman 


This is probably the fist fightin’est 
western yet which, coupled with 
some unusual story treatment and 
directing gimmicks and the Starrett 
moniker, should make for some of 
the best returns which the double- 
duty stands afford. Runoff is a vir- 
tual fistic exhibition which makes 
the bona fide fight reels look tame by 
comparison. When the kids start 
talking about what they saw in ac- 
tion, picture can’t help doing biz. 

Characterizations are never per- 
mitted out of bounds bv director 
Barsha, new to the sage field but 
displaying an astute knowledge of 
what goes and what does not. Ex- 
pert guidance can be seen through- 
out production and not at a great 
cost. Budget was probably observed 
but there is no evidence of scrimp- 
ing, what with different looking sets, 
etc. 

Opening with a terrific street 
brawl wherein Starrett slaughters a 
renegade and halts the attempted 
gunplay of another, action never 
stops. Effects of plunging through 
horse post rails, doors, etc., is realis- 
tically carried out. Punching looks 
so McCoy it always hurts. Gunning 
while mounted, jail escape where 
sheriff is slugged, timed gun fight 
between Starrett and town’s terror 
for supremacy of good over bad, are 
all sure clicks with juves. 

Crookedness and disregard of law 
is so open that honest people of 
Mesa welcome presence of Larry 
Clarke, newcomer and spittin’ image 
of late Ted Crockett, disappeared and 
thought dead. When he proceeds to 
clean up it’s a sweep that is un- 
equalled for action starting in town, 
extending to what was Crockett’s 
ranch, neighborhing stakes and back 
to town. Calls in his own pals from 
Texas to help clear up mess which 
includes making all baddies named 
on sheriff’s list walk out of town 
minus guns and horses for keeps. 

Turns out that Starrett is really 
Ted Crockett who, when slugged five 
years previously, lost his memory. 
Crockett’s wife, true to him despite 
similarity between her supposed de- 
ceased mate and Starrett, finally gets 
her reward but not before turning in 
a good account of herself in a minor 


spot. 

Jack Clifford is easily the best of 
the cinematic constables with his 
dry manner and smooth, believable 
performance. Others equally good 
including Dick Curtis and Alan 
Bridge, heavier. 


CLUB DE FEMMES 


(‘Girls’ Club’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Arthur Mayer and Joseph Burnstyn re- 
lease of ’S-E-L-F production, Stars Dan- 
ielle Darrieux, Else Argall. Features Jo- 
sette Day, Junie Astor, Eve Francis, Kissa 
Kouprine, Betty Stockfield. Written and 
directed by Jacques Deval. Associate di- 
rector, J. Kruger; director of production, 
L. Schlosberg; musical director, Marius- 
Francois Gaillard. Reviewed in Projection 





Room, N. Y., Oct. 8 ‘37. Running time, 
85 mins. 

Dr. Gabrielle Aubry...... Valentine Tessier 
CIBINOs sinc cewcccoses eeeee- Danielle Darrieux 
Carol ROYCE. .cccccccsocessssesres Georgette 
Juliette. .cccce PPYTTITTTIT ETT Josette Day 
Helene.......-+ PTY TTT TTT Junie Astor 
Jacqueline...... ecoseee+Martine Mouneyres 
Prancoise@....cere eocccccscce Marion Delbo 
Mme. Fargeton..ccocesescocece Eve Francis 
LBC. cccccccesccscscccoses Kissa Kouprine 
ALICE. -cccccsesccstvenevesserces Else Areall 
Robert. ..ccccsccccccevecsess Raymond Gall 
POR occ ccsasesseveoscedees Betty Stockfield 





(In French, with English Titles) 

This is lively, satirical entertain- 
ment, based on the loves of bachelor 
girls in a Parisian clubhouse for 
women. Despite the most vigilant 
precautions ky careful chaperones, 
love, barred irom the door, creeps 
down the chimney. 

It was written, produced and di- 
rected by Jacques Deval with skill- 
ful artistry and a distinctive conti- 
nental touch. Casting, sets, cos- 
tumes and production are excellently 
and imaginatively handled. In parts 
the pace is a bit rapid, with occa- 
sional abrupt transitions. This is due 
to plot complicatons, but does not 
seriously affect the merit of this ex- 
cellent film. 

Picture develops the love-lives of 
several inmates of the club. One is 
mischievously romantic. The second 
soes on the loose. A third. a la 
‘Maedchen in Uniform.’ is attracted 
to a girl friend. All of them get in 
trouble. 

Danielle Darrieux. of ‘Maverling’ 
distinction, gives a sweet and thor- 


ouchly env>eing performance as mis- | 


chievons Claire. the first of these 
sirls. She introduces her lover into 
the clubhotse in feminine distuise. 
Ravmond Coll. the orlv mon in the 
nlav. is well selected for this nart. 


when Claire’s love-child is borr in 
the clubhouse harred to men. The 
stork resnerte the club’s rules, how- 


a hillbilly on the side of the cow-| ever. and delivers a girl. 


men. | 
the regalia of a circus owner”, was 
never unfunnier. Hurl. | 


Smiley Burnette, lost behind | 


art 
wealthy 


The second virl. Cretsa. is an 
student. who goes in for 


Americans and nobility. 








; nice views 


, bach, 
part in a pleasing humoresque vein. 


Depicted as! 


frivolous, her trouble comes when 
she is jilted by a titled octogenarian. 
Played by the lovely English actress, 
Betty Stockfield, cameramen wisely 
take plenty of photographic advan- 
tages with her figure. 

Elsa Argall (Mrs. Deval in private 
life), in her screen debut scores 
heavily and adds much distinction 
to the picture as the third girl who 
is attracted to her friend Juliette. 
Latter is well played by Josette Day. 


Junie Astor, Kissa Kouprine and Eve | 
Francis all deserve mention, as does | 


Valentine Tessier. 
the sympathetic Dr. Aubry, resident 
woman house physician, who helns 
the giris when they get into diffi- 


culties. and fits into the picture well. | 


Worth seeing for its bevy of 


French lookers, of whom there are | 


140. Picture has a serious side, which 
is handled with a delicate 
‘Club’ is.a clever, sophisticated pro- 
duction and ought to go well in 
America with the art bunch. 


MAMMY 


(With Songs) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, Oct. 1. 


Budapest Films production and release. 
Scenario, Gabor Vaszary; adapted from 
Rezso Torok’'s play; directed by Janos Vas- 
zary: music, Denes Buday, Jeno Sandor; 
camera, Istvan Eiben, 
LS Se a Sart Fedak 
SUI 66s abdn 606844500 0¥ RR ROOS 1 Szepes | 
GOUOP TUCGES. svcc<ccccasesewecee Jeno Torzs 
Gaapat TOGA oc ccccecsawe ceed Jeno Pataky 
es RRO cecsncacdsvaneand Piroska Vszary 
er me ye eri Istvan Barsony 
Sarre ee a Peti 
EMME s a 465046. 40606406060000% 60 Annie Reth 
Sn mae'scebee 66000003005 0404 Marv Varo 
BONOGOR . oss anscicescdcderacd Bela Mihalyffy 


(In Hungarian) 

Budapest Films, new producing 
firm working on a larger scale than 
any other here, declared it would 
make bigger and better features than 


average local product. ‘Mammy,’ 
first, falls short of this aim. It’s just 
the sort of silly story, slow moving, 
improbable, as are most of the other 
home-made pictures. 

Sari Fedak, Hungary’s ace musical 
comedy star in the first quarter of 
the century, is starred. She is a cap- 
ital actress, and the part might fit 
her if the story were not so exag- 


gerated. Her makeup and clothes 
are wrong, too. 
She plays Mammy, a_ golden- 


hearted rough diamond of an old 
lady, who returns with her equally 
rough-diamond grandson (Pataky) 
to a distinguished European father 
(Torzs), who had been unaware of 
his existence. He wants to educate 
the boy and teach him decent man- 


ners, but no one can manage the 
young Texas cowpuncher except 
Tlonka (Lia Szepes), whom wise 


Mammy engages to tame him, think- 


ing that a pretty girl will succeed | 


where dull old schoolmasters failed. 
She succeeds so well that, with 
Mammy’s help, the boy marries her. 
Texas boy’s golden-heart-under-a- 
rough-exterior is mainly exvoressed 
by putting his feet on the table and 
smashine crockery. Pataky 
away with it as well as he can. He 
is young, good looking and attrac- 
tive, new to the screen, and a dis- 
tinct asset. So is Lia Szepes. already 
lost to Hungarian pictures, since she 
is under contract to Metro. Jacobi. 


Wenn Wir Alle 


Waren 


( ‘We Can’t All Be Angels’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Casino Film Exchange release of Tobis- 
KMuropa film, Stars Heinz Ruehmann, Leni 
Marenbach; features Harald Paulsen, Di- 
rected by Carl Froehlich. Adapted from 
novel by Heinrich Spoerl. Production man- 
ager, Friedrich Pflughaupt; asst. director, 
tolf Hanéen; camera, Reimar Kuntze; mu- 
sical director, Milde-Meissner; sets, Kranz 
Schroedter; editor, Gustave Lohse. At 
Casino, N. Y., week Oct, 8, ‘37. tunning 
time, 07 mins, 
Christian Kempenich .... 





Engel 


Heinz Ruehmann 


Hedwig, seine Frau ...... Leni Marenbach 
Marie, Dienstmagd ........ Lotte Rausch 
ROMEO BOMNE ceccvscccccecs EKlsa Dalands 
Falottl, Gesangslehrer .... Harald Paulsen 
RUPHOTINGMED ca cccccccceces Hans llerten 
ATMASTICRIOE sc cccecccccocecesss Will) Dohrn 
ATED GEE 4 icc cccdcscecs Paul Mederow 
Polizeikomissar ..... Ernst Weldow 





Justizrat Genius Hugo Froehlich 
(In German, No English Titles) 
Gay German picture has some 

amusing situations and a pleasant 

Rhineland spirit which make a fair 

but overlong comedy. Just why it 

should, in the eyes of the Vaterland 
officials receive the highest possible 
rating and be touted as ‘extremely 
valuable for the State and for Art’ 
is something only Herr Goebbels, 
whose censors rate all local produc- 
tions, can explain. 

It all grows out of the misappre- 
hensions of Herr Christian Kempen- 


|} ich and his wife, each of whom has 
overnight, | 


been away from home 
after which mutual suspicions of in- 
fidelity are aroused. There are sev- 
eral good laugh situations in 
picture before the final denouement 


| when hubby forgives wife for hav- 


ing done nothing, and wife forgives 
hubby for his one night’s trespasses. 

Picture is a fair production, with 
poor sound track. There are some 
of the Rhine, a quaint 


German town and some shots in a 


Cologne nitery. The print used was 
| rather poor. 
A touch of nlessant absiurditv comes | 


Heinz Ruehmann does 
Christian Kempenich. Leni 
as his wife, gets 


well 
across 


Harald Paulsen, as the singing 


teacher who complicates matters to 
form the triangle, has an agreeable 


voice and is mildly amusing. 


Latter portrays | 


touch. | 


gets | 


this | 


as 
Maren-, 
her 
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_ ROARING SIX GUNS 


| Ambassador release of Maurice Corn pros 


| duction, Featuyes Kermit Maynard, Mary 
| tlayes, Sam Flint, John Merton, Directed 
by J. P. Mecuowan, Story, James Olivee 


Curwood; screenplay, Arthur Everett: cam- 


era, Jack Greenhalgh; editor, Richard G. 
| Wray. At Kiva, Lincoln, dual. Running 
| time, 58 mins, 
| Buck Sinclair ...... anes Kermit Maynard 
| Beth ..cccsccccceccseccccceses Mary Hayes 
| Mingel® iso0s00c40086s004-40% oe Sam Flint 
Bo ee a er » John Merton 

Wiidoant. s cdivwddesstas<dudeaata Bud Buster 

RPAPUNOM  .cckce bebo ceses stneee Robert Fisk 
Commiaslone? ;5 cic 6d06 460s edcer ca Ed Cassidy 
| Mee ei oss keene eres . Curley Dresden 

Bill TiTiiiitT ek Dick Morehead 
MOCO is cae caancee Charles (Slim) Whitaker 
a re es es Earl Hodges 
Pee. 05.0 66.00 cetearvévas chau Rene Stone 
} 


A little slow for a western, which 
| Should above all things have action, 
| ‘Roaring Six Guns’ will find most of 
the fans accepting it on a run-of-mill 
basis. Fact that those who attend 
| western pic showings seldom show 
much qualms about quality, is big- 
gest thing in its favor. 

_ Kermit Maynard, by a fine line, 
is usually a better performer than 
the more illustrious Ken, but he’s 
| still no rafter-shaking thespian by 
; any means. Here he’s faced by an 
)irate father of his best girl, who 
wants to get some government range 
land for grazing. Maynard wants the 
gal and the ground, Opposition forms 
around Sam Flint, the father, and 


| his unscrupulous partner, John Mer- 
| ton, Latter is one of the screen’s 
most often worked heavies, and 


capable, 


Femme is Mary Hayes, not so bad 
| to look at, but a little light as an 
| actress. While he lasts, Bud Buster 
gives a good accounting, but finally 
winds up as a bulls-eyed target. 

Film will have to have dual sup- 
port in most cases, Barn, 


| PLOMIENNE SERCA 


| (‘Hearts Aflame’) 
(POLISH MADE) 


| Kinopol release of Polska Filmowa pro- 
duction, Features Elzbieta Barazczewsk a, 
Miesezyslaw Cybulski, Bieczyslaw Malecki 
Directed by Romuald Gantkowski. Screen 
4 by Gantkowski; dialog, Adam Sied- 
feckl, songs, Mieczyslaw Wegrayn; music 
Michal Michal Jaworski; Joe da Jakob 
Janilowicz, Reviewed in Projection Room, 
: Y., Oct. 8, '37. Running time, 90 mins, 
W anda Porebska...,.Elzbieta Barszczewska 
Kazimierz Porébaki.....0c0.. Pawel Owerllo 
Teresa POCORN es 0.0 666.0800 0 Helen Zahorska 
Zosia eT SERPS Halina Kamioska 

Kpt. Lukasz Smigielski,............... 
Tadeusz Bialoszczynski 


Krystana Smigtelska.......... Zotia Lindorf 
Artakserkses Kukulka,..Stanislaw Lapinskt 
Michasia SC 0bSeeceeesoeees s».-Alina Zeliska 
Stanislaw Korezynski..Mieczyslaw Cybulski 
Jerzy Orzechowski..... Mieczyslaw Maleckt 
Witold Marewicz......Mieczysiaw W egrzyn 





Wojciech Cletrzewa...Stanislaw Jaskiewics 
Wlodzimierz Stepinskt 


Junosza Stepowski 
Franciszek Dominiak 


(In Polish, with English Titles) 

: Vigorous 90 minutes of Polish mil- 
j itary propaganda. Despite its banal- 
ities, huzzahs for God, country and 
the army, it manages to be a pretty 
good film. It undoubtedly pleased 
the Polish audiences at home, for 
whom it was intended, and Polo- 
philes the world over will like it. 
Nobody else will care. 

Picture, of which the totalitarian 
Polish government has a substantial 
piece, is the prototype of any made 
in a militarized country. More ap- 
propriate title would be ‘Poland in 
Goosestep.’ Idealized officers control 
not only their fledglings’ behavior, 


Sierzan Zwardon 








'but their mental attitudes at social 
tunctions. Chivalrous swinging 
around the wall flowers is made 


compulsory, and the boys have to 
like it, 

War maneuvers, attacks in gag 
| masks, and the like occupy a sub- 
| stantial portion of the film, with the 
_last 10 minutes devoted to parading, 
| reviewing and showing off the tanks, 
infantry and planes to the best ad- 
| vantage, Here it suddenly develops 
, that the hero of the story is not the 
| hero at all. Actually he’s Poland’s 
| martial, Smigly-Ridz, whose mugg 
comes on at the finish, together with 
display of the Polish flag. Evidently 
intended to bring down every Po- 
| lish house, this substitutes for the 
'clinch. Anyhow, the cadets whose 
heartthrobs make the plot don’t get 
married. They have joined up in 
the regular army first. 

Story is simple enough, and deals 
with the rivalry of two Polish cadets 
in the officers’ training corvs for the 
same wench. Fierce contest eventu- 
ally is concluded and the two are 
reconciled after injury to one in a 
melodramatic fire. 

Young Polish lads seem to behave 
pretty much as do any other young 
men of the day. Those in training 
even have Princeton crew haircuts, 
Or maybe it’s a copy act at Prince- 
, ton. The net impression is that Po- 
land is a marching man’s world, in 
which lovely girls sigh and express 
the wish that women could be in the 
army, too. Mighty pretty girls they 
are, especially Elzbieta Barszcsewska, 

Actors are all good and the picture 
has some splendid genre photogra- 
| phy. A few older rushes are slipped 
in for atmosphere, but on the whole 
it is technically creditable. One un- 
usual looking boy who appears for 
only a brief moment in the grande 
stand reviewing scene might be 
worth a talent scout’s 0.0. English 
titles would look better if all were 
i spelled right. 
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WEEK 
OF 
RELEASE TITLE 
8 27/37 PRODUCER 
IT’ DISTRI 
KING SOLOMON'’S M a “i TYPE - 
aren peel MINES Wm. Periberg TALENT DIR are 
OF THE GB Col ECTOR \. HE 
ATLANTIC HE DAWN Harry GB Comedy TIME , saci 
FLI Rapf RE 
wage Hr A peeps * Mf Sradbury MGM Bo es Pg Pe ig Lederer MINS. BY Dirt 
AKE A illiam Berke Mono odrama ’ -R. Young-R E ae eae "ARIETY 
THINK FA WISH Em. C erke M Wester B. Cabot-J ig-Robeson ». Nugent 
inane MR. MOTO to ong astern pos . Ce R. Stevenson 
ake | GOLD Sol apmaee RKO Melodrama D. Merrill-L al , R R Cahn 80 6/30 
a CONFESSION Sam en seth = Melodrama B. Breen-B. Rathbeue SA’ Dupont - 
. M. Ashe U estern . Lorre-V. F ~thg ont pate 9/22 
9/3/37 IT HAPPENED IN Te her = wy orama & Ballew-H, Ange Men . 8/18 
r N HOLLY WB elodrama S. Sidney-J. McC ir Sathonaan .: 8/25 
GANGW -¥WwoopD Rom-Dr L. Stone-B cCrea . Brethert 66 
GIRL W AY M. Ci : rama grins one-B. Reed William W — 58 8/18 
BOOTS OF aoe cn Col es K. Franeis-I, Hunter L. R. Fo ~ 90 i 
3 BIG A. St GB pomedy oe oe Mz 66 fe 
GOD'S COUNTRY AN Gondor GN Comey R. Dix-Fay Wray at 85 9/29 
SOULS AT SE D MAN Norman Krasna GN a “| essie Matthews H. Lachm:z shea 
LIFE OF THE ae R. N. Bradbur MGM M estern Armstrong-Irene Herv Sonnie Hale 67 
SHEIK STEPS r+ bl Hathaway-Jones Mono A meni rss Maynard ey A. Benn 90 - 6 
TH.N ICE . Kaufman Par oor T acy-Rainer A. Ross 72 18 
PRISONER OF ZEN H. Schlom RKO Rie we . cancion Henry F. Peer 56 
9/10/37 VARSITY coe o Griffith Rep ame G. Revues i . N. Bradbury 15 ar 
COUNSEL FO - Setenick “py Musical andasesd. — A re 3 
THE WO FOR CRIME man Rom-D Henie-Po . Lane V. A. Seiter 89 * 
ACC MEN MEN MA Ww wB Musi r R. C wer-Treacher Irving Pich 86 I 
rent ey HAPPEN  Moetonnld Cel — D. Powell-Waring-Hea S, Lanfeld | 65 728 
OLIS SALU B . Fessier /0 Melod : -Waring-Heal J. Cromwe 72 28 
BORNEO TE . P. Schulbe MGM odrama Oo ———____—_____——~ y W. Keig ell 10 8/25 
WILD Robert Si rg Par Drama . Kruger-J. W ihe ighley 0 9/1 
106 MEM AND A aie + pg AE ones RKO Com-Dr ; i ee a ie = '§$_ Css ol 
WINE, saaginr 4: A GIRL John meee 20th Rom-Dr W. Gargan-O. He urphy Sonn prac ‘ nt 2, ae 
PRA AND HORS = Gusta 20 Outdoor s. Bilieee-M. least ari Zaggart =e 10/6 
9/17/37 IRIE THUNDER ES ca 1. Com-Dr Mr. & Mrs. M. Hunt Pe nek Kenton 68 ; .. 
GAME THA even WB Musical J. Withers-P. Moore. oe apenne 
LOVE Reon aaa 1 Foy WB Comnior Durbin-Stokowski-Menjo PY Ear + 10/6 
THE FIR HT H, L. Deck estern . MacLane-A. Sh u HK Ker 9 9/8 
wy DEAR Miss ALi Cc = Cc D. Foran-E. C eridan . Koster 90 on 
MIS ondor ol an-E. Cla Louis Ki 21 
THIRTEENTH ae ae Hunt Stromberg an on pager ney ouls King 4 9/8 
PS oe Ey ccna Mi Hos —_ Operetta B. Cabot-Beatrice Robert D.R 3 pile 
92 oie taneaint Wales Ww ca sa Mono Comedy J. MacDonaid-Allan_ Jone Bodin y omy ry 2 
/24/37 WOMAN Ed Grai A UA ystery . M. Oliver-J ones R agel . 9/22 
’ ainger Musi G . Beecher . Z. Leona 70 / 
SMALL TO eS tort U usical . Rogers-I G ard 8/18 
WN . Lord W. B: 4. Talbot eo. B. S 140 
TRAILING BOY WB Drama ‘ Baxter-J. Be Alb eitz > 7/28 
THE BRIDE TROUBLE Zion M Drama I. Hervey-K nnett I ert Ray 3 10/6 
yers -y-K, Taylor rv. Cummi 65 
STARS OVE WORE RED Condo GN B. Davis-H. F Mil mings 1 9/6/32 
soot Lana Gone whi 3. Mankiew G Com-Dr : reclame 20 Milt Carruth m 8/ 
N . Mankie N ; Ss . Ed. Gouldi 4 
40 SAUGMYY cus WEST R. N. Biadbury MGM Western ne Compton Goulding o1 
ARIZONA GUNF IRLS Par Mono se J en Maynard Glenn Tryo 8/4 
Paes BEHIND THE —- Wm. Seiter Par seniean ° bh gage’ a A. Rol say 61 - 
10/1/37 BACK IN CIRCULATION BPAY my Rep Mystery. G, Michael-L. Cr R.N. Bradb if 
/ -L. Crabb . N. Brad 100 
SOMETHIN s w Brock P Weste J. Gleas abbe ‘adbury 9/ 
G TO SING . Bischoff U C rn on-ZaSu Pitts C. Reisne 65 29 
MADAME ABOUT WB om-Dr w Bob Steele Edw. Cli 4 62 
A BRIDE F x Schertzin Com-Rom . Gargan-J, Ba Sam N ine 6 9/8 
mM rae AND HANDS! . a McGuinness oan Musical = O'Brien-Blondell. Sid comeer” : 0/8 
SOOEn AND MADAME Figg ee boc ne Sone Drama Cagney-E. D R. Enright 
7 TOUTE On SADDLES Jesse . tany Par. Com- Rom — George.W. Willia Schertzinge = 7/28 
IFE BEGINS OLE Sol C. Si RKO om-Dr nn Nagel-W Hl m Sam 1 r ” i 
IN CO C. Siegel Musi Irene D - Hull 3am Wood 90 9/ 
CARNIVAL Q LLEGE Phil Ro Rep usical unne-R. S Willia 715 1 
UEEN H . sen Weste N. Martini- ° cott m Nigh q 9/2 
52ND STR . Wilson Rep M om G J. Fontai R. Mamouli 55 9 
LIFE O EET Robt. Pres 20th elodrama zene Autry-J. ne 2 oulan 9/29 
10373 LOVE is on ae Ale Hen woes a Melodten _M. Marsh-G. Me svony joa eas "1 i 
/37 enry Blank A rama ros.-P. Brook Phil Ros 59 AY 
LIFE BEGIN Brya nxe WB Musical D. Kent-R. Wil . Hk 5s 10/13 
RENFREW O S WITH LOVE en in Foy Ww Biog K. Baker-P. cox . A. Seiter 61 10 at 
F THE — B Cc Paul r-P. Patterson Nate Watt 80 ~ 
LUCK OF RO MOUNTED M. Con om-Rom Muni-G. S$ Ha 9/29 
ARING nolly . koe . Sondegaard rold Youn / 
PARTNERS CAMP A. Herm Col Bn. eagan-Jun “ Wm ° g 
IN CR an Rom-C _Reagan-June Travis m. Dieterle 80 / 
SATURDAY’S IME J. H. Steel GN om D _~ Nick G 12 10/6 
H e Outd - Mont -—— Grinde 23 pe 
bas Par BOAD. Robt, Si k er. Dutdoor Oo = Nowia-c. Mathes Ray zeroes ne 9/13 
. SIS elod . Davis, Jr.-J. . arey enen arse 
ROLL Lond SPY Colbert Clar RKO rama , Jr.-J. Woodb Al He PE : 
G, COWB S ark Re Football L. Overm ury A pa ; 10/6 
FAREWELL oY . G. Engel P Mel Va an-R. Karns I. V. Willat ot 
I MET AGAIN Sol Le 20th odrama R n Heflin-M. Mar Ralph M 
L MEE SE LYE. AGAIN V. Saville 20th Drama_—s«é@s B. Cromwell-L. Atwilt lw. Killy” 62 
10/15 /37 THEY WON'T + bg bag, on Melodrama . Smith ieneeeenene a row 3 = 9/29 
‘ MURDER IN M arr U Rom-Dr . Banks-f. R Gu oO 10/13 
GREENWICH —— ervyn LeRoy Rom-D J. Bennett . Robson Tin Meins 18 10/ . 
DR. SY VILLAGE y — WB D J John W -H. Fonda im Whelan 
WALLABY J N W. MacD _ rama . ayne-S. B Loga : 
IM OF I onald Cc — C. Rains-G. romley n-Ripley 
DOUBL SLANDS GB ol M . Rains-G. Dickso Art Lubi 
Ran tid OF THE STREET st Barsky oar oo Fay Wray-Richard — Mervyn LeRoy = 
E TRAILS D - Mankiewicz Rom-D Geo rien 1s 8 8) 
IVIDE Wm. Ni MGM J G rge Arliss Al S. Ro /30 
. N. . le eill- — 
paaneaa on KING Ernst Lahitese Mono ate dechia Ohanee th, 3 Loy —, Loment 78 
TRIGGER TR ZAL avid L. Loew A Rom Dr To r-M. O’Connor . Thorpe 58 
10 A. E.I RKO -Dr D m Keene Wm. Nigt 35 
HEIDI 4 nt aHeVOY R Comedy ietrich-H. M R.N gh 9/22 
THAT’S MY Sol Siegel ep R Joe E. B . Marshall . N. Bradbur 
STO R. Gri Re om-Dr «. Brown-Hel Erns se 
10 /22 / — OVER THE GO yd ous bean — Western W. Abel-F. aw ga Fdw a 90 
bata THE AWFUL TRUT? Bryan Foy Ls eo Temahn mem erent G:'Nicholas, Jr 13 1 
KING OF RUTH ——_—_—— WB cee Stay . alco eng yoda «pam Wm. Witney ‘ l 
Ewa arin, me aerate EA 
:  ~ m ‘ ene ra OlKO 
en NQUEST M.&A. Alexa an GN omedy LD nsdn Noel Smith 
NDER TR nder Wester unne-( th 
c BREAKFAST FO AIL B. H. Hyman GN ( Dawe Se Rex-Sheik (ho Grant L ——- 62 10/ 
ME << a Kaufman RKO Western Mt aasteiinetion tends ‘tee oeson 2: si ait. 
RRY-GO ROU ohn_ Stone Rom-D: arsha H s Boyer n Shores 
-ROUND , gm-Dr unt-Gil Cla 
10 29 r THE PERFECT Oa at pe ry Mystery B. meg gy Meo Chas. B Brown 60 
- TRAPP - "eG, Brown. U arc W;, Oland-Joan nag Alfred Sante! 58 
TEX RIDES wa BY G MEN ——— WB conan B. L: ward-Joan Blondell Eugene =, 65 9/29 
LIVE. Phot gy Mg By hag - Col = om-Rom E aman Mong ee Tay Garett 68 +n 
THIS WAY RN ). Finney ° Melodram -Joan Blondell Mic ummings 90 1 ¢é 
THERE GOE , PLEASE H, Rapf GN Wes a Jack H ichael Curti 0/6 
S THE G Mel MGM estern olt-Wynne G 1Z 
RIDIN’ THE ROOM el Shauer Com-Dr Tex Kitt ibson Loui 82 9/: 
ALI BABA LONE TRAIL A. Lewis Par Musi R. Mont “J is D, Collins 29 
GOES TO : A. W.H RKO Musical B gomery-R. Ru Ray Tay! 
WESTLAND TOWN . Hackel R Com-Dr uddy Rogers-B ssell G. Fi or 
CASE L. Schw ep WwW B. M . Grable . Witzmauric 
11/537 THE GREAT GARRICK L. Fox-S. ss. Musical ereaitanm Sothern Joseph Florey 72 
HOLLYWOOD ROUNDUP {. LeRoy WB only ag ss Lang _ Freer acrid 64 ois 
m a ma Ay ster-Carol H avid B ‘13 
, SAILOR GB Col Wes erne-de Havil C. Caba 
mate FIREFLY * Gamend GB a estern —— and Serene Wink pa 
OLD "EM, NA H _ GN om-Mel uck Jones ale 10/6 
FIGHT FOR Yi . VY . Stromberg M . Com-Dr Anna Lee-J ; Ewi 95 9 
DANGER, LOVE AT WORK a. — ea W. Fords. Jewell R. Stevensor = 
NOTHING S ORK A. Lewis r Football J. MacDonald e . Stevenson — 
SACRED H. Wils RKO é L ald-A. Jon Ray Ca 
vi G ilso Com- ew es nno 
» aie aaa ALCA WITH IDEAS D. O. Selznick 20th os — J. beat ae Carlisle R. Z. Leonard 
ll 12 ‘37 TRAZ ISLAND Ed. Grainger UA Com iy A, Be art Lupino K. Neumann 140 7 i) 
LL TAKE ROMANCE—~ Cosmo wn pene > a O i Stoloff = 
MR. BOGGS BUYS aan EE. Riski S..... Melodrama W. Pidgeon-W. __ Wm. Preminger 
THE LAST GA ARREL 4. Riskin C vsisdepitatiihiatemarite John Litel-A -« Barrie S . Wellman 
THE = JANGSTER Ben Pivar ol Music itn aia Sheridan Sylvan Simor 
° DPARRIER MGM GN ‘ al Gra trigger ie Wm. Me . \ 
SP LIVING ON LOVE H Sh ae MGM Com-Dr SB Moore-M. Dougl Peeing, eGann 64 
phy ght eae IN ROCKIES M. fchen wae Sutiee E. G — Chandler Edw.Grifith oe 
rs ” ISLY You y S.C i KO ~ door = son-R. St G. Wiles = 
ST URS s. C. Sieg C p voll L. Carri radne iles 
ADVENTUR A TEACUP Sol Warteel Rep i aq w eon Parker E. Ludwig 
ROUS B K 20th estern ve ourne-J. Du Les Selanc 
LONDE orda Ro G. Aut nn elander 
Bryan Foy we sont‘ C. ‘Gonna ghee “ie a” 
; ‘- : P : “Be r Joe Kane 
a G. Leigh-R. Harrison M. St. Cia 
>. Farrell-B n : ‘lair 
. MacLane mf Saville 
. McDonald 
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GTP Vs. WE. Gets US. Supreme Court 
Review; DeMille, F-WC Sustained 





Washington, Oct. 12. 
Review of one of the four cases 
brought before the U. S. Supreme 
Court by picture interests was 
granted Monday (11), with prior de- 
cisions in three other proceedings 
being sustained. 


Sole film matter which the high | 


tribunal will ogle during coming 
weeks is tiff between General Talk- 
ing Pictures and Western Electric, 
a patent dispute involving validity of 
license agreements to use certain 
equipment covered by the patent 
pool set: up after the radio trust con- 
sent decree was promulgated. Still 
hanging fire is sideline row growing 
out of charges in Indiana that major 
distributors conspired to put out of 
business the Indianapolis Amus. Co. 

Tentatively carded for hearing in 
November; the General Talking Pic- 
tures—Western Electric fuss raises 
the question of whether major 
equipment makers can restrict the 
use of their products and of parts 
turned out by their licensees. De- 
cisions may have profound effect 
upon the future of independent re- 
production systems, 

The question is the legality of 
General’s use of amplifiers bought 
from American Transformer Co., 
holder of a pool license for tubes 
designed for radio receivers. The 
majors contend that use of these 
parts in sound picture sets is illegal, 
since the amplifiers were not manu- 
factured for reproduction purposes. 
Equipment concern charges that the 
law does not allow a patent owner to 
limit the use of devices manufac- 
tured under a valid patent. 

‘Ecstasy’ Nixed 


Cases in which the final bench re- 
fused to intervene are the tax fight 
between the Government and Cecil 
B. DeMille, the Fox-West Coast 
bankruptcy, and the refusal of New 
York State authorities to permit un- 
reeling of ‘Ecstasy,’ imported sex 
film. 

Without giving explanations, court 
turned down requests for review of 
the DeMille matter and the ‘Ecstasy’ 
fuss, and for the second time de- 
clined to consider whether the Fox- 
W.C. matter should be reopened. 
Effect of these actions is to sustain 
lower courts in their denial of re- 
quest for injunction compelling Gov. 
Herbert H. Lehman to grant license 
to Eureka Productions for exhibi- 
tion of ‘Ecstasy,’ in affirming de- 
cision of the U. S. Board of Tax 
Appeals that DeMille is not a tax- 
dodger, and in disregarding charges 
that law violations are being coun- 
tenanced in allowing reorganization 
of the Wesco properties to continue. 

Considerable significance attaches 
to. decisions in the DeMille and 
Eureka cases. In former instance, 
the review denial establishes the 
tight of film directors to amass funds 
with which to finance contemplated 
independent productions. In _ the 
latter situation, Supreme Court has 
granted that State authorities may 
dictate the showing of pictures re- 
gZardless of the fact that films are 
shipped in interstate and foreign 
commerce. 


Laurel-Hardy Reunited 
In New Roach Contract 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy 
have been signed to a straight two- 
year contract to team up in a series 
of comedies for Hal Roach. 

Comic duo went their separate 
ways last April. Under the ticket 
reuniting them they will be given 
hiked budgets on their films. 











Len Schlesinger’s Exec 
Post in WB Home Office 


Joseph Bernhard, g. m. of Warner 
Bros. theatres, has advanced Leon- 
ard Schlesinger to the home 
office in an executive capacity. 
Schlesinger has been in charge of 
the 60 neithborhood theatres in the 
Philadelphia zone. 

_ Starting in the business as a re- 
lief usher at the Missouri, St. Louis. 
in 1921, in five years Schlesinger 
became manager, then manager of 
the St. Louis neighborhood houses, 
then transferred to booking and buy- 
ing for the Skouras Bros. theatres, 
becomine assistant to Charles Skou- 
ras in 1930. A year later sent to 
Philadelphia as booker and buyer. 
In January, 1934, he was promoted 








7. 


M. P. ENGINEERS’ CONV. 
UNVEILS 3D DIMENSH 


Third-dimension sight and sound 
were highlighted demonstrations 
Monday (11); opening day of semi- 
annual convention of Society of 
I“otion Picture Engineers in N. Y. 
Two separate demonstrations indi- 
cated strides taken in getting life- 
like reproduction of originally pho- 
tographed and recorded scene. 

Electrical Research Products un- 
veile« for fizst time its stereophonic 
sound or third-dimensional effect 
with sound, enabling the sound to 
come from point of origin on screen. 
Depth element in screen films, long 
sought, was revealed in third-dimen- 
sion pictures by G. W. Wheelwright, 
of Land-Wheelwright Labs, com- 
pany which has experimented in re- 
cent months with polaroid in per- 
feciing the third dimension for 
screen productions. 

Neither will be marketed till back- 
ers believe industry is fully prepared 
to absorb new expenditures involved 
with either technical improvement. 


Rackett’s Pastel Jaunt 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Gerald F. Rackett, Technicolor 
v.p. in charge of the Hollywood 
plant, departed last week for 
Rochester, New York and London 
in connection with the  outfit’s 
$1,500,000 expansion program. 

Huddles with Eastman experts 
regarding the new Monopak film is 
the Rochester objective. Following 
a stopover in New York for confabs 
with Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, Tech- 
nicolor prez, Rackett boards ship for 
England. 











Natalie Kalmus sailed Friday (8) 
for London to supervise color work 
on two pictures that will be pro- 
duced by Englsh interests. London 
Films will make one, ‘Over the 
Moon,’ with Merle Oberon in the 
south of France, while the other will 
be done in London, ‘Lawrence of 
Arabia.’ 

On this trip Mrs. Kalmus will also 
contact Italian film officials in Rome 
on the first feature to be made there 
in technicolor. 


CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Oct 12. 

Jane Darwell’s player option at 
20th-Fox been taken up for the sixth 
consecutive time. A : 

Robert Yost’s. scripting option 
lifted at Paramount. f 

Metro exercised its option on Bar- 
nett Parker, actor. 

Edward Seward signatured a War- 
ner writing ticket. 

Option of Fidel La Barba, ex- 
featherweight champ, has _ been 
grabbed at 20th-Fox where he’s a 
scripter. 

Edith Skouras joined the 20th-F6x 
writing staff on a term pact. 

Eleanor Harris moves into the 
20th-Fox scripting cohort. 

Mary Brodell of the N. Y. stage 
johnhancocked a playing termer at 
Universal. ; 

Chick Chandler handed a playing 
termer at 20th-Fox. 

Lucille Ball wangled a new term 
playing ticket at Radio. 

Monty Wooley signatured Metro 
player ticket. Q ; 

Joan Fontaine’s option exercised 
at RKO. 

cone Dee 

aying termer. 

. Sroaens MacInerney ticketed to 
Metro stock list from dress extra 
ranks. 

Merna Kennedy returns to films 
on termer ticket at Radio. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Republic has set ‘News in the Air’ 
as release tag for ‘Crashing the 
Front Page.’ 





drew Paramount 





‘Cowboy in Hawaii,’ Sol Lesser 
icture, goes out as ‘Hawaiian 
uckaroo.’ 


Grand National’s Anna Sten star- 
rer, ‘Love Me Again,’ switched to 
‘Don’t Lead with Your Heart.’ } 

Kay Francis’ Warn¢r feature, ‘This 
Woman Is Dangerous,’ now is ‘Wo- 
men Are Like That.’ 

STORY BUYS 
Holiywood, Oct 12. 

Eric Hatch has peddled his origi- 
nal yarn, “The Captain Needs a Mate,’ 
to Paramount as Jack Benny vehicle. 

Karl Freund, Metro cameraman, 
has taken over screen rights to 
‘Beggar's Chance,’ by Fulton Draper. 

20th-Fox purchased “The Boy, the 
Girl. and the Dog,’ original yarn by 
Sandor Fareo and Alexy Denek. 

‘Hall on Wheels.’ fiction story by 


‘o operation of Philadelphia theatres. | Thornton Martin, acquired by Metro. 
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Hearings on Form 
Of Dallas Decree 
Open Today (Wed.) 


Course of action which be fol- 
lowed on any appeal from the 
federal court decree in the Interstate 
Circuit case at Dallas doubtlessly 
will be determined after the hearing 
on the form that the degree will 
take. This hearing opens today 
(Wednesday) in Dallas. 

The exceptions taken to the decree 





and the full content of the decree, 
once it actually is signed, probably | 
will determine the eventual cours: | 
of action to be followed by the major | 
producer-distributor companies. The ! 
government Thursday (7) submitted | 
to the legal departments in N.Y. the | 
form of decree to be suggested. 
While not setting forth the actual 
content as it probably will be sig- 
natured by the court, it provided the 
basis for arguments to be submitted 





today by the majors. 

Attorneys for the majors again 
met last Thursday for another 
lengthy session, without reaching 
any decision as to how an appeal 
shall be framed. Wiih the decree 
yet to be entered and exceptions 
taken, opinion of many legal lights 
was that no definite stand can be 
taken until late this week or early 
next. 

A concentration 
man power in Dallas has on the 
ground, among others, Y. Frank 
Freeman, Neil F. Agnew, Austin C. 
Keough, J. J. Unger and Leonard 
Goldenson, attorney from h.o., who 
acts as assistant to Freeman. 


While Freeman stated prior to 
leaving Saturday (9), accompanied 
by Goldenson, that he was going 
down on general theatre matters, 
presumption is that the h.o. contin- 
gent will discuss the adverse Dal- 
las decision, its effect on the situa- 
tion in Texas and preparations on 
appeal. Goldenson was in New 
England through the reorganization 
of Olympia Theatres, Inc., in an ex- 
ecutive legal capacity, having been 
brought down to the Par h.o. about 
a month ago. ’ 


It is expected that the Par group 
from New York will return toward 
the end of the week or shortly 
after. Agnew left in advance the 
middle of last week to make stops 
at Atlanta and New Orleans before 
going on to Dallas. 


of home office 





N.Y. Operators’ Union Threatens 





Re-Classification of Theatres 
In Move to Jack Up Scales 





SHEARER’S ‘MARIE’ 
ON DECK AT METRO 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Metro launches a heavy fall pro- 
duction schedule this week with 
three rolling today, ‘Benefits Forgot.’ 
‘Everybody Sing’ and ‘A Matter of 
Pride.’ 

Following in the next 10 days 
will be ‘Marie Antoinette,’ starring 
Norma Shearer; ‘Girl of the Golden 
West’ and ‘Test Pilot.’ 








‘Becky’ Finally Away 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

After 10 days’ delay due to nego- 
tiations to borrow Randolph Scott 
from Paramount, 20th-Fox rolled 
‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm,’ Shir- 
ley Temple starrer, last week with 
Allan Dwan directing and Raymond 
Griffith associate producer under 
Darryl F. Zanuck. 

Cast also includes Jack Haley, 
Phyllis Brooks, Gloria Stuart, Helen 
Westley, Slim Summerville, Bill Rob- 
inson, Alan Dinehart, Dixie Dunbar, 
William Demarest, Peters Sisters and 
the Raymond Scott Quintet. 








‘NEWS’ TRAVELS 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Republic started production on 
‘News in the Air’ last Friday (8) 
with June Travis in the femme lead 
opposite Wally Ford and Arthur 
Lake featured. 

Nick Grinde directs with Armand 
Schaefer in the associate producer 
spot. 





Forman’s Sino-Jap Spieling 

Harrison Forman, March of Time 
cameraman, just back from _ the 
Orient, leaves shortly on a lecture 
tour en route back to the Sino-Jap 
front. Forman brought back the first 
films of the Chinese Communist 
army. 

After completing his chore with 
Columbia as technical director on 
‘Lost Horizon,’ Forman left for 
Mongolia and Tibet last spring and 





has been over there since. 





Gov of Pa. O's Spanish Propaganda 
Film but Deprecates Such Subjects 





Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 

Pennsy Censor Board’s recent ban 
on film, ‘Spanisn Earth,’ was over- 
ruled by Governor George H. Earle 
after he viewed pic at private 
screening in board’s Philly office. 
Film can now be released for gen- 
eral exhibition in Pennsy. 


Gov. was led to give personal 0.0. 
to flicker as result of wide criticism 
of censors for nixing it. Reason 
given for digits turned floorward on 
it was that it was propaganda. Pro- 
administration Philly Record, in edi- 
torial campaign, maintained censors 
have no legal right to ban pic on 
that basis. Charged abrogation of 
freedom of speech. Liberal groups, 
who have already gone to court on 
board’s nix of another Spanish 
Loyalist film, ‘Spain in Flames,’ 
were talking of adding this film to 
their suit. 

This is believed to be first flicker 
ever okayed by the governor over 
disapproval of board. In giving it 
the nod, he said: ‘It is certainly a 
ghastly spectacle; nevertheless, I feel 
that in showing the horrors of war 


the film is a good lesson for us 
Americans. 

‘That it is propaganda for the 
Loyalist cause is certain. For in- 


stance, it shows German planes shot 
down by Loyalists, but, of course, 
does not show Communist planes 
shot down by Fascists. 

‘Most important of all, I do not 
feel ‘Spanish Earth’ in any way en- 
deavors to recruit our young Amer- 
icans to fight and die in alien causes, 
as did ‘Spain in Flames.’ 

‘For these reasons I have instruct- 
ed the Board of Censors to release 
the picture. I await with interest 
the time when Herr Hitler sends us 
a picture glorifying Nazism. Will 





there be the same clamor about free- 
dom for alien propaganda as there is 
now? 

‘I regret that this country is rap- 
idly becoming a dumping ground for 
propaganda pictures, sometimes sub- 
tly disguised, which attempt to sell 
to the American people the doc- 
trines of Communism, Fascism and 
Nazism.’ 

Judge Louis E. Leventhal, sitting 
in Common Pleas Court, heard an 
argument on appeal from the state 
censor board’s ruling which has pro- 
hibited the public presentation of 
‘Spain in Flames.” Judge Leventhal 
reserved bis decision, but it is gen- 
erally believed that the pic will get 
the official OK since Governor Earle 
ordered the ban off on the other 
Spanish propaganda film, ‘Spanish 
Earth,’ 

‘Spain in Flames’ was originally 
banned by the censor board last 
February because of propaganda and 
too grim shots of dead and mutilated 
bodies. 








No witnesses were called at yes- | 


terday’s hearing although it was at- 
tended by Mrs. A. Mitchell Palmer, 
censor board chairman, as well as 
representatives of the American 
Civil Liberties Union. 





Johannesburg, Sept. 25. 
South African Minister of the 


Interior has been requested to decide 


if the film, ‘Defense of Madrid,’ 
passed by the S. A. board of film 
censors is suitable for public exhi- 
bition. Pic was screened in Johannes- 
burg in aid of Spanish war charities. 
Strong objections placed it as 
Bolshevist propaganda. 

Trade and Labor sections back the 
xic, say it is of common news inter- 
est, and solely shown for raising 
inoney for charity. 





; 
| 
| 


|Georgia Prison Commission, 


An entire re-classification of thea- 
tres in the Greater New York area, 
a possibility elsewhere as well, is 
threatened by union operators as a 
means of jacking up the scales that 
apply. The result would be that even 
if an increase were not granted, the 
cost of booths for all but a small 
handful of de luxers would be auto- 
matically increased. 


In setting up contracts, the highest 
scale applies to the de luxers, while 
a lower rate of pay figures for other 
first runs and graduated scales down 
the line for subsequents depending 
on their importance and run. Pros- 
pects of a concerted campaign for 
re-classification of theatres in New 
York, Brooklyn and nearby boroughs 
became known during the past week 
when representatives of the Moving 
Picture Machine Operators of N. Y, 
Local 306, in meeting with managers, 
began negotiating to raise the rating 
of houses in ils jurisdiction. Al- 
though a 10% raise has already been 
granted operators in all but de luxe 
houses for this year, a re-classifica- 
tion would bring the booth cosis up 
further. 


While the 10% increase is being 
paid now in all but de luxers, noth- 
ing has been set on latter and their 
payrolls carry the old pre-Sept. 1 
figures. Now, the operators im- 
mediately want to increase the size 
of the de luxe group, putting into the 
classification with such houses as the 
Music Hall and Roxy various other 
theatres in N. Y., Brooklyn and The 
Bronx, 

Into the De Luxe Class 


Among theatres paying less than 
the de luxers at present, but whose 
classification the operators want 
raised immediately, are Loew’s State 
(2d run on film), the Paradise in the 
Bronx (Loew's); Met and Kings, 
Brooklyn, both in the Loew chain; 
Paramount, B’klyn, a Si Fabian op- 
eration, and the RKO Albee, B’klyn. 

A battle with the managers is not 
unlikely since, if theatres were 
stepped up in rating all along the 
line, the booth costs would be im- 
portantly increased throughout the 
entire Greater New York zone, 
Similar re-rating in other keys with 
a view to swelling the basic scales in 
houses, aside from any increases, 
might follow the plan as inaugurated 
in New York, depending on what 
success Local 306 has in its campaign. 

Negotiations with stage hands for 
the film theatres in New York have 
gone no further than a demand by 
Local No. 1 for a 15% increase retro- 
active to Sept. 1. This boost was 
denied by the managers and No. 1 
has not reported back since then, but 
believed that a compromise agree- 
ment may be reached shortly. 





‘Chain Gang’ Plaintiff 
Wins Point in 100G Suit 


Atlanta, Oct. 12. 

Vivian L. Stanley, member of 
won 
another point in his $160,000 suit 
against Warner Bros, Pictures, Inc., 
and six other defendants for alleged 
libel in connection with the showing 
of ‘I Am a Fugitive From a Chain 
Gang.’ The Georgia Supreme Court, 
Thursday (7), denied a writ of cer- 
tiorari to the defendants on appeal 
from the Court of Appeals. This 
action sends the case back to the 
Fulton superior court for trial on its 
merits, 

Commissioner Stanley filed the 
original suit in Fulton court, where 
the defendants demurred to the peti- 
tion, but were overruled. The Court 
of Appeals upheld the lower court 
and the defendants appealed to the 
state supreme court, - 

Other defendants in suit are Vita- 
phone Corp., Vitagraph, Inc., Rialto 
Theatre Corp., R. B. Wilby and Earle 
M.. Holden. Pic was shown at 
Georgia theatre here, which was 
being managed at time by Holden 
for Wilby. Theatre, now dark, is now 
under Lucas & Jenkins’ banner and 
Holden is manager of their Capitol. 





KEENAN SEC OF CHI A.F.L. 
Chicago, Oct. 12. 

Joseph D. Keenan, formerly secre- 
tary of the electrical workers union, 
local No. 134, has been named sec- 
retary of the Chicago Federation of 
Labor. 

He takes over duties of the late 
Edward H. Nockels., 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


While many exhibitors are hopeful that something will be done either 
by independents or majors about giveaways, current move of Independent 
Theatre Owners Assoc. to eliminate them is not regarded too seriously by 
major circuits. Claim of ITOA is that 240 have agreed to quit giveaways, 
This is described as a mere publicity bally by certain exhibitors in Man- 
hattan, being based on their past experience with the organization. 

Previously, the ITOA has shown inability to get members to stay in 
line on certain things. It witl be recalled that several times recently the 
association said they were going to quit giveaways and games associated 
with them. Big difficulty is that numerous independents, either with ITOA 
or not associated, fail to see the logic in giving up these means of at- 
tracting extra business and combating better or newer product in major 
circuit houses. 








Waging a new campaign to organize home office employees, the Book- 
keepers, Stenographers & Accountants’ Union is trying to steam up pros- 
pects by sending out headlines of which the following are typical: 

‘Par, Metro o.k. wage tilts for Coast office workers. 

‘Warner Bros. h.o. increases salaries. 

‘Wage boost at Mexican exchanges averts strike. 

‘All New York exchanges sign with union.’ 

The B. S. & A. U. reminds that these headlines tell a thrilling story of 
wakening motion picture employees and that by joining the union ‘you 
can do what others already have shown can be done.’ 





Chief of the story department at a major studio has found himself in 
the doghouse with his superiors as the result of having turned the chill 
on a number of topflight Broadway stage shows on which he had first call 
and which have turned out to be Al picture material. When hit shows 
were offered for his consideration he questioned the authenticity of the 
offers and when delivery was guaranteed by agents the story executive 
merely grinned. Agents thereupon peddled their wares at other studios 
and now are giving the exec a return cold shoulder although his studio is 
still raising a howl for stage stuff from which smash films can be fashioned. 





Bad manners that formerly characterized the smartaleck yokelry at 
Hollywood previews now are manifesting themselves in a highly objection- 
able fashion from special studio preview sections themselves, and the sit- 
uation is getting so bad that numerous squawks have been set up from 
those who attend previews on business. Used to be that the whispering, 
conversational buzzings, ill-timed laughs and general loud talk came from 
the cash customers but now it’s the studio folk who commit the nuisances, 
with claque applause one of the worst and silliest practices indulged. Most 
of the disturbance has been traced to studio smalifry, 





Since the official Italian motion picture Fascist organ, the Giornale dello 
Spettacolo, generally hints broadly before putting into practice, the 100% 
subsidization. of the Italian motion picture industry is pretty well indi- 
cated. The Giornale stated baldly in its recent issue that ‘there were vast 
advantages’ to be had in the placing of the nation’s entire pix industry 
under a Fascist supervision. Account cited the shortcoming, incompetencies 
and sundry other problems of the biz would be obviated if the Fascist 
government came in as ‘rescuer.’ 





Anna May Wong is doing a monumental burn because Stage magazine 
used a photograph of a Japanese girl and captioned it with Miss Wong’s 
name. Stage, in wired explanation and apology, said the photograph was 
made of a Japanese girl in Paris where the original caption was attached. 
Mag will run Miss Wong’s phiz in its next issue explaining that she’s a 
patriotic Chinese girl soon to be seen in Paramount’s ‘Daughter of 
Shanghai.’ 





England’s committee on the 2,000-foot reel and its suitability for exhibitor 
use in Great Britain is siill stalling, according to latest word received by 
the Hays organization. Situation remains status quo as English exhibs 
continue using the old 1,000-foot spools. It means that the films are made 
up on the old 1,000-footers in exchanges here before going to theatres in 
England, the same procedure which is followed in many other foreign 
countries. ; 





Fisticuffs arose between Sid Rogell, business manager of the RKO-Radio 
studio, and Felix Young, producer on the lot, when Young insisted on 
driving his car through the gate contrary to regulations, Rogell first tried 
to laugh off the dilemma created by Young’s insistence, but no dice, and 
Rogell planted a right on the producer in a convincing manner, Car did 
not get on the lot. 





Twentieth-Fox has assembled almost an entirely new group of expert 
iceskaters for ‘Bread, Butter and Rhythm,’ the new Sonja Henie starrer, as 
echo of an argument about overtime on the~last Henie film, ‘Thin Ice.’ 
Skating extras who toiled in that one raised a row over their pay and 
received no satisfactory adjustment with the result that they nixed invi- 
tations to appear in the new one. - 





Credit for the stunt of offering $250 in prizes for the best dressed woman 
attending Grauman’s Chinese and Loew’s Staite theatres in L. A. during 
the run of ‘Vogues’ goes to Russell Phelps of the Wanger staff. Candid 
cameramen stationed at theatre doors bulbed the femmes as they passed 
in. Usherettes reported that seldom have they observed so many dressed- 
up females at matinees. 





Jimmy Wall, manager of the Penn, Ambridge, Pa., was elected com- 
mander of the American Legion Post in that city at the same time Daniel 
J. Doherty was named national head of the Legion. Wall and Doherty 
were both born in Woburn, Mass., sold newspapers there together and 
played high school football and baseball side by side for four years. 





It cost Fanchon & Marco in St. Louis $1,000 to learn that natives prefer 
MG stars who are first shown at Loew’s, an opposition house. Cost was 
entailed by clerical help in tabulating votes in recent poll to determine 
the likes and dislikes of patrons of F&M houses. 





Leon A. Flax, representing Major Pictures (Emanuel Cohen) has closed 
a deal with Whitman Publishing Co. for publication rights to an autobi- 
ography of Kitty Clancy, child player under contract to Major. 





Warner Bros. reissuing its old Edgar Bergen-‘Charlie McCarthy’ Vita- 
phone shorts, on strength of the radio popularity. Only then, Bergen got 
the entire billing instead of the present ‘McCarthy’ vogue. 





Coast Exchange Sale 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 

Syndicate headed by Samuel Berk- 
owitz has taken over the All-Star 
Features Distributing Co. in a pur- 
chase deal with George D. Mont- 
gomery, who has operated the out- 
fit since 1912. 

All-Star now rates the most im- 
portant indie distrib in the L. A. 


M-G Pares Percentages 





Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 
Metro has revised its selling sched- 
ules, lopping off 5% from its high 
percentage rentals for the 1937-38 
season and accepting 35% instead of 

the 40% that formerly prevailed. 
Houses rating under the 40c. ad- 
mission classification benefit by the 
new policy. Metro has further come 
to the aid of the small exhibs by re- 





allocating a number of films on the|area. Company will handle Conn, 
37-38 program to lower classifica-| Victory, Imperial and other indie 
tions, product. 


| Mullin, operates the Paramount New 





Chi Exhibs Again Foolin’ 


Around with Clearance 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

Attempt is being made locally to 
rearrange the releasing system, and 
to change the standard week of the 
30c admission houses (C-week of 
pre-release) from the present Sun- 
day start to a Friday start. Alled 
and the indie subsequent run hous2s 
are howling their heads off at this 
possibility, and from present indi- 
cations it’s unlikely that this move- 
up of the C houses will be accom- 
plished. 

Houses in C-week are basing their 


————_=—5 





~The Girls Eye View 


By Marian Squire 





Mishaps at the Music Hall 

An Indian dagger dance starts off the Radio City Music Hall stage show. 
The girls wear modernistic vari-colored satin trousers, with bibs and green 
sashes; but feather headdresses and Rose Akersten singing ‘Indian Invo- 
cation’ supply the Indian atmosphere. And to make doubly sure, there's 
a huge figure of a wooden Indian on stage. 

An unrehearsed bit was added to one of the numbers on opening night 
(Thursday). It’s Victor Herbert week, and Evelyn Case had just soared 





campaign on the fact that the other 
two houses in pre-release, A-week a! | 
55c and B-week at 40c, start the'r | 
weeks on Friday. However, the gen- 
eral releas2 houses, charging 25c and | 
less, object to this proposed move of 
C-week from Sunday to Friday, 
since it would give the 30c houses 
a full weekend advantage over the 
subsequent run theatres. And these 
houses are putting up such a yowl 
that it’s practically a cinch that the 
campaign will be a bloomer for the 
C-weekers., 


Pinansii Heads NE. Body 


Sam Pinanski, who with Martin J. 














England M. & P. chain, is the new 
president of Allied Theatres of ILlas- 
sachuseits, Inc., which has headquar- 
ters in Boston. John H. Devlin, 
Loew’s New England theatre execu- 
tive, was made vice president; Stan- 
ley Sumner of the University, Cam- 
bridse, treasurer, and Joseph H. 
Brennan of Allied Theatres of Mass., 
secretary. ~The exhibitor body is a 
unit in the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America in which Pinan- 
ski is active. 

In addition to newly elected of- 
ficers who serve on the board, di- 
rectorate includes leading chain and 
indie theatre men in the New En7z- 
land zone, including Charles W. 
Koerner, Max Mellincoff, M. J. Mul- 
lin, E. A, Cuddy, H. M. Addison, 
George A. Jones, B. E. Hoffman, 
George E. French, John J. Ford, Al 
Somerby, James H. Doyle, John S. 
Giles and George V. Brown. 





Cleve. Stickup Epidemic 








Cleveland, Oct. 12. 

Different technique is used by a} 
stick-’em-upper.in rolling boxoffices 
of nabe houses. Wearing a dark hat 
that haif disguised his face, gunman 
began talking to cashier of Warner’s 
Uptown as if she were a long-lost 
sister. Nonchalant pose fooled by- 
standers, who couldn’t see his gun 
which persuaded Gertrude Grusse 
to hand him $75. 

Same slicker pulled same stunt on 
Knickerbocker, taking $25 from Ade- 
line Chertoff in box office. Exhibi- 
tors so worried about number of 
robberies that they’re asking for 
more police protection. 


Schlesinger Upped 


Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 

Leonard Schlesinger, in charge of 
Warner Bros. nabes in this territory, 
has been upped to assistant to Joe 
Bernhard, WB general manager in 
New York. 

John Flynn, district manager un- 
der Schlesinger, replaces him here. 
Steve Barutio, district manager 
under David Weshner, zone manager 
in charge of downtowns, takes 
Flynn’s place. Larry Graver, Stan- 
ley Theatre manager, goes into the 
spot vacated by Barutio. Al Reh, 
manager of the State, set for the 
Staniey post. 


Ira Cohan’s Free Feed 


i Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 

Exhibs in tri-state territory are 
plotting testimonial dinner to Ira | 
Cohan, manager of 20th-Fox office | 
here, at William Penn hotel on Dec. | 
6, to honor him on 17th anniversary | 
with same company. Nine of these | 
years he spent in Pittsburgh ex- 
change. C. V. Kellenberg is general 
chairman, 

Testimonial dinner market has 
been rather low around here of late. 
It's the first in more than a year, | 
or since John Maloney’s, of MGM. 




















Edwards’ Coast Expansion 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
W. J. Edwards, theatre operator, 





has purchased a site in the Valley | 


into “Sweet Summer Breeze’ when someone dropped a fairly large piece 


of scenery back stage. Miss Case, of course. 


went right on as though 
nothing had happened. 
And nothing else did happen—that is, until the noxt number when 


another minor mishap took place. Whirling through a waltz to ‘A Kiss 
in the Dark,’ Naldi, of Mary Raye and Naidi, suddenly sat down on the 
floor, a step which was obviously not in the routine, judging by Mr. 
Naldi’s expression. Miss Raye’s waltz costume is beautifully simple, de- 
pending on line and cut for decoration. The bodice is low and square, 
and the circular skirt, layers and layers of sheer white. 
no ornament in her sleek black madonna-dressed hair—a 
from the present trend to make the head look like a spring 
an aviary. 

For the finale, 


She wears 
departure 
garden or 


the Rockettes burst into view as dolls standing on 
shelves in a huge box, one row in white, one in pnk and one in blue 


| doll dresses, banded in silver with perky stiffened sikxiris showing ruffled 


white panties. Shelves lower 
‘March of the Toys.’ 


to let the girls off for a tap routine to 
Ginger Rogers’ ‘Stage Door’ Click 

The popular conception that Katharine Hepburn is a great actress 
and Ginger Rogers merely a clever hoofer must underg) a radical change 
after the advent of ‘Stage Door,’ current at the Music Hall. Miss Rogers’ 
forthright naturalness makes Miss Hepburn’'s ‘lady’ very artificial and 
stagey. It is possible that the blame should fall on direction rather 
than Miss Hepburn, it being a west coast theory that ‘lady’ is a charac- 
ter part. She goes through all the accepted Hollywood motions of being 
a ‘lady,’ but her famous throaty voice makes her sound like a very tough 
lady, indeed. 

Wisecracks abound in the home for aciresses on the way up—and 
down—and most of them are fresh and funny. Ginger Rogers gets every- 
thing there is to be gotten out of the ones alloticd her. 

As usual, Miss Hepburn remains severely tailored throughout, even 
her evening things being high at the throat and simply decorated. One 
of her most attractive suits it light with a full black fichu, fitted jacket 
with a tiny pleated peplum and a flat bow at the waist in the back. 

Ginger Rogers dances in black sequin hizh hat, bolero and fitted 
trousers, and drinks champagne with the philondering Adolphe Menjou 
in starched white chiffon with full circular skirt and two bands of ma- 
terial forming the precariously low bodice. : 

Gail Patrick, as the lady from whom Miss Rogers purloins Menjou, 
wears an abundance of sumptuous furs, hats for the most part being 
small draped turbans, Margaret Early, as ‘Mary Lou’ contributes in a 
refreshingly authentic southern accent to the procecdings. 

A beautifully done bit is staged for Andrea Lecds, es the discouraged 
actress who decides to end it all. But as a wholzc, the evening belongs 
to Miss Rogers and Menjou. 

There’s a ‘neatest trick of the week’ pulled in the play in which Miss 
Hepburn is supposed to be acting. She ad libs an cniire dramatie scene, 
but all of the other performers manage to pick up cues and deliver 
their own lines as written. Nice going. 





Previewing at the World's Fair 


The World’s Fair now assumes an air of authenticity. There is a pea- 
nut vendor stationed at the gates as you apnrcach the huge electric blue 
and white Administration Building. He refuses to say whether he has 
been granted the concession stoutly maintaining that he is ‘only selling 

eonuts.’ 

Y Four sample exhibits are now on view, one drawing the greatest num- 
ber of gapers, male and female, being ‘fashion.’ ‘Fashion’ is a group of 
mannequins in a space less than 20 feet long, length doubled by trick- 
ing the eye with a mirror ingeniously placed at one end. Five exact 
replicas of the same model were turned over to five leading department 
stores for gowning, idea being to show how much different draperies 
can change the lines of the same figure. Five shades of copper velvet 
are employed, ranging from cream to a deep almost red. The five dummy 
iadies are dun-colored with startling, copper lips. They're going to have 
copper finger nails too, as soon as they get around to it. 

Despite the best efforts of Bonwit Teller, Saks Fifth Avenue, Henri 
Bendel, Bergdorf-Goodman and Jay Thorpe to change the lines of the 
figure through different gowning, the model remains persistently in a 
debutante slough--remember? Caved-in diaphragm, outroiling tummy 
and drooping neck. Intimation seems to be that that stance will be with 
us again in 1939—just as you thought the regal carriage was here to stay. 

Latest suggestion to the fair committee is that shoes be checked at 
the gate and moccasins rented for the day to save the visiting tootsies., 
Committee fled in horror from the notion. They had a mental picture 
of all the thousands of visitors (they hcpe) trying to find the right shoes 
when it came time to go home. 





Same Triangle, New Clothes 


Again Virginia Bruce loses the handsome doctor, but this time through 
no fault of her own. She's the nurse in ‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse,’ instead 
of the spoiled wife, as she was when she lost out in ‘Between Two Women.’ 

Miss Bruce is persistently businesslike in tailored frocks, and Loretta 
Young, the wife, is persistently beautiful in lots and lots of expensive 
wardrobe. Several ot her giddier hats elicit snickers, such as an enormous 
Spanish effect with high crown and veil falling to her hips, and a matador 
with rolled up brim, high crown and fringe dangling from the top of 
the crown to her chin. 

As an impetuous and boyish young surgeon—the very best, of course— 
Warner Baxter is required in one scene to become very, very lit. There 
are about three actors in Hollywood who can do swell drunks. Mr. Baxter 
is not one of them. 

Much time is spent in getting over the idea that Baxter is frequently 
called by duty from his charming wife’s side. A line or two could weft 
have indicated this situation and speeded up the action considerably, in- 
stead of going through a dozen or so operations, assisted by Miss Bruce, 
complete with all the technical details crisply dictated to a stenographer 
after each one. But then they’d have had to fill in with something else, 
and that would have been a nuisance. 

Miss Bruce gives a new slant on what the well dressed surgeon’s as- 
sistant will wear. Her neat uniform is topped by a white draped turban. 

All this goes on while Miss Young waits at home in lounging pajamas 
with black, patent leather-looking beplumed jacket: in hostess gown with 


Center section on Tujunga and will) flowered cutaway coat falling into a train; and various other fetching and 
erect an 800-seater costing close to| ornate waiting-for-doctor-to-come-home costumes. 


$50,000 with equipment. 
is building houses | 
in Los Angeles and Rosemead, " 


Edwards also 


L. A. suburb, 


Miss Bruce and Miss Young, both in luve with Baxter, have several ultra- 
modern discussions about the matter First Miss Bruce goes away and 
with the situ- 


then Miss Young starts to leave—but they end un happily 
ation we.l in hand—vight back where they started from 
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Posted the Highways 


sting the lobby floor -with a 
‘ren or tad sheet is old stuff, but the 
Capitol, Wilkes-Barre, adapted safety 
messages to a_ three sheet for 
‘Stella Dallas’ and pasted 50 of these 
on the concrete roadways, the safety 
angle obviating police interference. 
Stunt was evolved by Al Cox, for 
the house, and Leo Pillot for United 
Artists. Paper stayed up long 
enough to get the message over be- 
fore being defaced by traffic. 

Local transportation lines offered 
free passage to the theatre between 
9:30 and 10:30 a.m. and 1-2:30 in the 
afternoon, assuring full houses at 
the openings, and the string of 
people swarming from the cars and 
buses into the theatre had an ex- 
ploitation value, as well. 

Six boys promenaded the football 
field just in advance of a game, and 
the usual radio broadcasts were ef- 
fected, as well as the serialization. 

A special drive was made on trade 
hook-ups, cuts being loaned all mer- 
chants who were willing to come in. 
It brought nearly 14,000 lines of free 
space. This drive also brought in a 
number of valuable windows, and 
some stores used imprinted bags. 
Ringed photos were used by three 
stores, with a change of pictures 
daily, and a drive was made on fac- 
tory workers through talks at the 
plants. The ringed photos were also 
used in the plants, pictures being 
taken in the plant and posted on the 
bulletin boards. It all worked out 
to big business. 





Meanie Cops 


Spokane. 

H. D. McBride’s big stunt to ex- 
ploit ‘The Devil Is Driving’ failed to 
get under way when the police de- 
partment withdrew their coopera- 
tion at last minute. 

McBride had it all set for 32 
traffic policemen to hand out 
courtesy traffic tickets to motorists 
observed driving correctly. Tickets 
good for admission to Granada thea- 
tre to see film. Names would be 
published in The Press. Day before 
stunt was to start Police Chief Ira 
Martin, upon orders from Police 
Commissioner A. B. Colburn, de- 
cided that the department could not 
take part. 


Football Tactics 


Louisville. 

Strand usually has second choice 
of product in this town, as big stuff 
as a rule is set in Fourth Avenue 
Amusement Company’s Rialto. How- 
ever, E. J. Kalberer and his assistant, 
Carrol Hannah, worked out a cam- 
paign on ‘Life Begins in College, 
which was productive of the biggest 
Friday opening in the past year. 

Three boys were used, wearing 
misfit football uniforms with signs 
on their backs, and carrying a foot- 
ball, on Thursday (30th) and open- 
ing day Friday (1). The lads 
worked six hours each day, from 11 
to 2 and from 3 to 6. They simu- 
lated a huddle on principal corners, 
then in football playing fashion 
came out of the huddle, had a fight 
over the football, and one boy would 
dash madly to the next corner with 
the ball tucked under his arm, with 
the other two in hot pursuit. The 
gag easily copped attention of down- 
town shoppers. and proved to be a 
most novel method of exploiting the 
Picture. ; 

Tie-ups were arranged with nut 
shops on the main stem, with large 
window display cards featuring the 
Ritz Brothers ‘Nuts to you,’ and 
calling attention to a jar of nuts. 
Those estimating the number of nuts 
in the jar were presented with 
tickets to the show. 








Loew’s Hustlers 


Intensively driving on the fall fes- 
tival in Loew’s N. Y. theatres, Oscar 
Doob’s department shows that the 
local houses have staged 90 parades 
to mark the season, one an eques- 
trian parade, several bicycle turn- 
outs and general processions, all with 
bands. In addition most theatres 
used some special ceremony in the 
lobby to make a fuss over a tape 
cutter or some such event, using 
local political and other celebrities 
as a central figure. 

All houses were extensively deco- 
rated with pennants, etc., and most 
used autumn leaves for a_ svecial 
lobby motif. With extra good pic- 
tures on the early schedule this vear. 
the theatres had cause to extend 
themselves, and they made it a rec- 


ord breaker for attendance and re- 
ceipts. 





Columbia’s Stooges 


Columbia Pictures announces the 
tying up of some 300,000 grocery 
Stores to their special book with 
Pillsbury’s farina. The milling com- 
pany will supply stores with deco- 
rative displays on the Three Stooges 
Shorts and supply huge quantities of 
@ mechanical toy based on the trio’s 
antics. Will include mention in its 
radio programs and do other promo- 
tional stuff. 

Columbia, 


working throvgh the 
heatres, will 


have trailers, lobby 


Posters, autographed photos and sim- | 
'show of the evening was underway. 
The loss was estimated at $350. 


ilar aids, making a super-feature 


Campaign for the bobtails. 





EXPLOITATION <0 evs w. saree | 


Baby (Pig) Giveaway 

An_interest-arousing and_busi- 
ness-building stunt put on Monday 
night (11) at the Fordham, N, Y., an 

O first run nabe, by Solly 
Schwartz, had the police and the 
Children’s Society (S.P.C.C.) mak- 
ing a case out of the matter in ad- 
vance. The S.P.C.C. wanted to see 
the baby the house was advertising 
it would give away Monday night, 
while the police were querying on 
how RKO could get away with giv- 
ing a baby away. 

The stunt was that the theatre 
didn’t say it was going to be a baby 
pig, instead of a human, but pro- 
voked plenty questions by promis- 
ing prizes with the babe that would 
include a complete baby’s wardrobe, 
bottle sets, toiletries, sterling baby 
silver and three months of diaper 
service. A lucky stub holder drew 
the whole works. 

Business an the day was 25% over 
a normal Monday or around $1,400. 





Just Wishing 


New Haven. 
Ben Cohen put ‘Make a Wish’ 
across at the College with a couple 
cf tie-ins on the ‘Wish’ angle. First 
was an Oakley contest on quotations 
of famous wishes in history or liter- 


ature. Second was a Santa Claus 
window display captioned, ‘Make 
your wish early this year.’ Cohen 


also used the film to inaugurate a 
booster club in honor of Bobby 
Breen. Members were given cards 
which, when punched ten times for 
— admissions, gave eleventh trip 
ree. 





Football Stuff 


Wilmington, Ohio. 

A newspaper contest which cost 
the theatre $5 in cash and 10 pairs 
of ducats, but which obtained for it 
over 200 inches of free news»aper 
art and publicity, was successfully 
conducted in Wilmington, Ohio, by 
William Nasses, manager of the 
Chakeres-Murphy theatre, and 
Kroger Babb, zone publicist for 
Chakeres Theatres. 

Contest, run in connection with 
the approaching engagement of ‘Life 
Begins in College,’ exploited this film 
as the year’s big football thriller and 
offered prizes to newspaper readers 
submitting the best accounts of the 
most ‘sensational football finish’ they 
have ever witnessed. 

Over 3,000 entries were received 
and judged by local football coaches 
and officials. Every kind of a hair- 
raising finish a football game could 
possibly have was submitted by the 
contestants. 


| Theatre Changes 


Pittsburgh. 
Pat Natarro, for the last five 
years assistant’ manager of the War- 











ner, has been sent to East Liberty 


by WB to take over the Regent. He 
succeeds Sam Gould, transferred to 
the Kenyon on the Northside to re- 
lace William Mahoney, resigned. 
With withdrawal of Joe Blowitz 
from WB managerial staff after @ 
decade to make his home in Cali- 
fornia, his post as manager of the 
Manor, another of circuit’s nabe 
spots, has been assigned to Allan 
Davis, shifted from the new Squirrel 
Hill job. This, in turn, has been 
handed to Jules Green, upped from 
the asst. mgr. ranks. Another to 
move up in Warner ranks 4 Harold 
Friedman, asst. at Squirrel-Hill, who 
moves downtown as mgr, of Ritz. 





Los Angeles. 

Bill Hendricks has moved in as 
manager of Warners Downtown the- 
atre replacing Jimmy Hicks, ree 
signed. Howard Ralston shifts from 
Ritz, San Bernadino, to Hendricks’ 
spot at the Granada, Santa Barbara, 
and John Robinson takes over the 
San Berdoo post. 





Philadelphia. 
Walter Yost, Harrisburg exhib, 
building new house in Harrisburg. 
Dave Titelman, former manager of 
Harry Fried’s Lawndale, now hold- 
ing similar post at Fried’s new Sub- 
urban Theatre, Ardmore. 





Newnan, Ga, 
Lam Amusement Co., owner of 
Gem theatre here, has purchased 
Alamo theatre from Newnan Amuse- 
ment Co. Consideration was $50,000. 





Syracuse, N. Y. 

Schine circuit of Gloversville an- 
nounce that work will start Nov. 15 
on construction of new picture 
house, its third, in Cortiand, N. Y. 
Plans call for a one-story building 
costing $70,000 to be ready in March, 
1938. 





Newcastle, Pa. 
John M. Ball 3d resigned as direc- 
tor of publieity for Cathedral (New- 
castle Theatre Corp.) to become asst. 
mgr. to D. Cohn of the Penn 
theatre here. 





Charlotte, N. @ 
Fire broke out Oct. 5 in the pro- 
jection room of the Palmetto, 
Chester, a few minutes after the last 
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BAN DRINKING SCENES 


Oklahoma State Pasterate Petitions 
Pix Preducers 








Oklahoma City, Oct. 12. 
Exclusion of drinking scenes from 
motion pictures was demanded in a 
resolution voted unanimously last 
week by more than 100 state pastors 
at the closing session of the annual 


synod conference of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A., held here. 

A copy was prepared for forward- 
ing to Will Hays. The censure was 
aimed at scenes in film productions 
which portray drinking as ‘the smart 
thing to do.’ Drinking by screen 
idols encourages use of liquor among 
impressionable persons, the resolu- 
tion said. It stated: 

‘We wish to express our apprecia- 
tion of the action of motion picture 
authorities in making marked im- 
provements morally in recent screen 
productions. 

‘We approve the high type of pic- 
tures that have been produced in the 
last two years. However, we deplore 
the frequent showing of drinking 
scenes as disgusting to many patrons 
and when indulged in by screen 
idols as tending to create in the 
minds of youth the idea that drink- 
ing is necessary to be smart and up- 
to-date. 

‘The heavy toll on highways caused 
by drinking and the poverty brought 
about by the same evil should be 
sufficient reason for barring any- 
thing from the picture industry that 
encourages the use of alcoholic bev- 
erages. 

‘We therefore, realizing that great 
importance of the motion picture, 
hereby respectfully request that 
drinking scenes be barred from pic- 
tures.” 


Mpls, Again Nixes 
Further Theatre 





Bldg.; to Appeal 





Minneapolis, Oct. 12. 
Concurring in its license com-|} 
mittee’s recommendation, the city 


council by a vote of 16-10 went on! 


record against the construction of 
any more new theatres here, reject- 
ing the application for a permit for a 


de luxe house (independent) 
planned for an uptown business 
street adjacent to an_ exclusive 


neighborhood. The defeated theatre 


group, which has been fighting for 
more than a year to obtain the per- 
mit, has announced that it will carry 
the scrap into court and attempt 
to mandamus the _ council into 
issuing the license. 

A number of other independent 
groups desiring to build new up- 
town theatres here also have had 
their applications rejected by the 
council license committee. If a 
favorable court ruling is obtained at 
least four new neighborhood show- 
houses will be constructed, it is in- 
dicated. 

The Minnesota Amusement Co. 
(Publix) and independent exhibitors 
alike, combating further’ theatre 
building here, have argued with the 
aldermen that the city already is 
considerably overseated and has 
more theatres in proportion to popu- 
lation than the vast majority of 
other cities. They claim that theat- 
rical business conditions do not war- 
rant any additional theatres and that 
further construction would jeop- 
ardize their investments and result 
in a lower quality of film entertain- 
ment generally. 

Those desiring to build aver that 
they have the right to use their 
properties as they may desire when 
it comes to engaging in 
business enterprises. They declare 
those now owning and operating 
theatres are no more entitled to a 


monopoly than individuals and cor- | 


porations in other industries. 





Par Sets Up ‘Happened’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 


Paramount’s “They Knew What 


Happened’ goes before the cameras | 
tomorrow (Wed) with James Hogan | 


directing. 

Cast includes Lew Ayres, Louise 
Campbell, Virginia Weidler, Ed Ken- 
nedy, Cecil Cunningham, Elizabeth 
Patterson, Esther Howard, Fay Hol- 
den, Roscoe Karns, Porter Hall, Jo- 
seph Crehan, Jan Duggan, Jed 
Prouty and Louise Beavers. 


legitimate | 
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Playing It Safe 





Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Mildred Brown, Carthay 
Circle usherette, was spotted by 
a Warner talent scout, given 
tests, and urged to quit her job 
for a film career. 

‘Heck, no, nothing doing,’ she 
retorted. ‘I should give up $18 
a week that I’m sure of.’ 











IN DETROITS 
ANTI-BANKO 


Detroit, Oct. 12. 

First convictions in new police 
drive on screeno and similar theatre 
devices were obtained in ordinance 
court here last week, with the fining 
of three local theatre operators. A 
similar case brought against Jacob 
Schreiber, op of three houses, was 
adjourned till Oct. 22. 

Fined $20 each and warned to dis- 
continue the game immediately were 
Burton W. London, manager of Lin- 
coln nabe; Clare Winnie, manager 
Dix theatre, and Melvin Doerfier, 
asst. manager of Courtesy, nabe. 


a concerted drive against theatre 
lotteries, begun coupla months ago 
by first-run houses and big nabes, led 
by George Trendle, prez of United 
Detroit chain (Par). Claiming un- 
fair opposish, leaders of drive have 
| been waging a war on the devices 
for more than two years, about a 
year ago getting a state supreme 
court ruling against ‘bank nights,’ 
etc. 

Nathaniel H. Goldstick, assist qit 
corporation counsel, said the prose- 
cution will continue until the games 
are ended entirely now ‘that court 
| has ruled screeno as falling within 
the lottery laws.’ Walter E. Kelley, 
representing theatre managers, con- 
tended element of consideration re- 
quired by law in lottery was not pres- 
ent, declaring it was not necessary 
to buy admish to play game. Loud 
speakers, he said, made it possible 
for persons in the lobby to play 
game without any payment. 

Judge Thomas F. Maher, upholding 
Goldstick’s contention, ruled that 
the purpose of the game is to attract 
patrons, whose admish payments con- 
stituted consideration under the law. 


Goldwyn’s ‘Graustark’ 
Remake; Stewart Script 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Samuel Goldwyn will remake 
‘Graustark,’ from the George Barr 
McCutcheon novel. 

Scripting job has been assigned to 
Donald Ogden Stewart, Merritt Hul- 
burd picking up the production on 
returning from his European vaca- 
tion. 











Third ‘Moto’ Tees Up 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
With Peter Lorre again in the title 
role, 20th-Fox rolls “Thank You, Mr. 
Moto,’ third of the Moto series, next 
Friday (15). 
Sol M. Wurtzel produces. 





ROD BUSH’S AGENCY BERTH 


Rodney Bush joins the Buchanan 
advertising agency in New York 
| Nov. 1. in charge for that agency of 
| the 20th-Fox account. Meantime he 
planning a short cruise, having 
wound up with Walter Wanger last 
week. 

Bush’s contract as eastern repre- 
| sentative and  publicity-advertising 
| representative ran to Noy. 7, but it 
| was paid up to that date. 
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Sindlinger’s ‘Time’ Post 
Albert E. Sindlinger appointed di- 
| rector of promotion and advertising 
| for March of Time by Producer 
| Louis de Rochemont 
| (Tuesday ). 


| New post carries managing direc- 


| torship of Photo Reporter, monthly, | 
| Misbehaves.’ 


| issued to schools. 


3 CONVICTIONS 


Convictions are the first results of | 








yesterday | 





Balladeering Mustang Stars OK BO: 
Autry Started It, Others Now Click 


Distribution home offices have 
noted a decided trend in popularity 
of cowboy singing stars in the last 
few years, based on actual sales and 
fan mail. Gene Autry (Republic) 
started the vogue. He was the first 
of the singing boys to achieve favor- 


itism, his phonograph records help- 
ing in building him. 

Tex Ritter (Grand National), Jack 
Randall, and Tom Keene (Mono- 
gram) and Dick Foran (WB) are 


other fave balladeering mustangers. 
Randall is a boots-and-saddler who 
is credited with having studied voice 
in Italy. 

The 1937-type westerns are those 
having a cowboy who can wield a 
guitar and warble in the off-mo- 
ments when he is not punching the 
villain or shooting it out with his 
rival. Yodeling cowboy stars on per- 
sonals in the middle west, southern 
area and as far east as Chicago, have 
helped build strength with exhib- 
itors. Thus far these p.a.’s don’t 
mean much in the east, but they are 
rated stalwart draws elsewhere. 


Autry Held by Republic 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Report that Gene Autry, now rated 
among the top giddyap  warbiers, 
had signed to make two pictures for 
Paramount, one in December and 
the other in January, brought swift 
denials from Herbert I. Yates, char- 
man of the Republic board, and 
Autry last week. 

William LeBaron, Paramount pro- 
duction chief, said Autry would not 
work for Paramount if there is any 
hitch in his Republic tieup. Yates 
wired all Republic exchange man- 
agers that Autry will make pictures 
for no studio except Republic dur- 
ing the life of his contract which 
still has five years to run. 


TALK ABOUT L.A. VS. SE. 
TWIN CITIES’ B. 0. FEUD 


Minneapolis, Oct. 12. 
Minneapolis-St. 


Paul rivalry igs 
cropping out in a new theatrical 
way. St. Paul civic organizations 
are up in arms because Minnesota 
Amus. Co. (Publix) has been show- 
ing pictures in its Minneapolis 


houses houses in advance of the St. 
Paul presentations, 

Claiming that St. Paul people as 
well as transients are attracted to 
Minneapolis because the latter gets 
the new picture releases first, the 
St. Paul organizations claim that this 
city has been getting a business 
break and is enjoying a trade ad- 
vantage. The St. Paul Association 
of Commerce, arguing that the policy 
is detrimental to their city, brought 
pressure to bear on John J. Friedl, 
Publix general manager, to change 
it. 

As a result of the fuss kicked up, 
pictures now will play Minneapolis 
and St. Paul day and date as far as 
practicable, Friedl has announced, 
Thus, St. Paul has won the fight. 


PIX TRUCKIN’ 


Like Studios In Midst of 
Highway Carrier Cycle 


Looks 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Picture biz is facing a cyele of 
films based on the adventurous char- 
acter of night cross-country trucking 
transportation, with Paramount lat- 
est to enter the parade announcing 
‘Highway Racketeers.’ 

Now scheduled in addition are 
‘Highway Pirates,’ Warners: ‘Any- 
thing Can Happen,’ Metro: ‘Hithway 
to Hell,’ Radio, and an untitled truck 
story being worked up for procuc- 
tion by the Irving Briskin unit at 
Columbia. 


CO-ORDINATING PAR PUB 


Bob Gillham has decided to re- 
main on the Coast two or th-ee 
weeks longer coordinating forces 22d 


making some changes in staff du.‘es. 
With this in 


view on syniciccte 
publicity, Gillham sent for Tom 
Waller, of the h.o. staff, who left 
Friday (8) by train. Waller will 


; Spend about a week at the studio 


Rep Tags Air Beaut 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Daphne Lane, first prize winner 
in a contest to determine the nation's 
most beautiful air hostess, drew a 
one-picture ticket at Republic. 
She plays herself in ‘The Lady 
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oA bow to the Motion Picture Industry 


... from the SCRIPPS-HOWARD NEWSPAPERS 





CRIPPS-HOWARD takes pride in the 18-page This feature supplement is of vital interest to all who 
Hollywood Forecast which appears in all 22 are associated with the Motion Picture Industry. 
Scripps-Howard Newspapers, on Wednesday, But it holds an even greater interest to the millions 


October 13th. of picture fans who live in the 22 Scripps-Howard 
We are deeply grateful for the whole-hearted Cities, from coast-to-coast. 
cooperation of the great Moving Picture Producers - The Scripps-Howard Newspapers wish Holly- 
who collaborated in making this Hollywood Fore- —_ wood the success it so richly deserves, during the 
cast so lively, so authoritative, so timely. coming year. 


SCRIPPS:-HOWARD 


: NEWSP A PERS MEMBERS OF THE UNITED PRESS......... OF THE AUDIT 
BUREAU OF CIRCULATIONS...AND OF MEDIA RECORDS, INC. 


NEW YORK World-Telegram UNDIANAPOLIS . Times TOLEDO... .News-Bee MEMPHIS Commercial Appeal ALBUQUERQUE Tribune 
CLEVELAND .... . Press CINCINNATI... . Post COLUMBUS .... Citizen HOUSTON...... Press KNOXVILLE News-Sentinel 
PITTSBURGH ... . Press KENTUCKY POST Coving- AKRON . . . Times-Press WASHINGTON... . News EL PASO . . .Herald-Post 
SAN FRANCISCO. . . News ton edition, Cincinnati Post BIRMINGHAM. .. Pest FORT WORTH.:.. Press SAN DIEGO .::: Sun 


BUFFALO. .... .. Times DENVER ......News MEMPHIS .Press-Scimitas OKLAHOMACITY. . News EVANSVILLE. . . . Press 



































4 























National Advertising Dept., 230 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK ¢® CHICAGO ¢ SAN FRANCISCO ¢ DETROIT ® LOS ANGELES * ATLANTA ¢ PHILADELPHIA ¢ DALLAS 


























4 








Wednesday, October 13, 1937 











=—— 


SURVEY PRICE 


BOOST BY 
PAR NW 


Minneapolis, Oct 12. 

The Minnesota Amuse Co. (Pub- 
lix) is taking a survey of the circuit 
to determine in what situations ac 
mission price boosts are advisable 
Each situation will be considered in- 

dividually, John J. Friedl, the chain’ 
aenaatl manager, has announce 
Rising operating costs justify or 
price tilt, it is pointed out, but . yn- 
ditions are such in much of the ter 
ritory that the traffic won’t bear ne 
additional customer load. 

In a comparatively few instances, | 
Minnesota Amus, already has upped | 
the admission slightly, but it has} 
hesitated to move generally. Inde-| 
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liens Indies’ 11th Meet 
In Indianapolis Oct. 26 


Indianapolis, Oct. 12 

The 11th annual convention of the 
Associated Theatre Owners of Indiana 
will be held here Oct. 26, according 
to R. R. Bair, president. Theatre 
men representing Michigan, Ohio, 
Illinois and Kentucky will attend the 
meetings which will be held in the 
Variety Club. 

The convention is in charge of 
Mare Wolf, Carl Niesse, Maurice 
Rubin and Bair. Banquet will be in 





the Claypool hotel during which 
Bob Newhall, sports commentator 
| from WLW, Cincinnati, will speak. 


‘9 Cael les Probes 
On IBEW Biz Agent; 
Exhibitor Complains 


St. Louis, 
Arthur Schading, 
of the local IBEW, 


Oct. 12. 
business agent 
is under investi- 


pendent exhibitors in the territory | ; gation by two grand juries, one here 


have been waiting for it to take the 
lead and have indicated they would | 
follow along with the big circuit. 





Salt Lake City, 
Intermountain Theatres, 


Oct. 12. 
Inc., 


Salt Lake City, have upped admish 
prices at three principal downtown 
theatres. Heaviest tilt in effect at 
Utah, formerly Orpheum, where loge 


op- 
erators of the six largest houses in | his 
| vandals broke into the building, 


| and the other at Clayton, St. Louis 
County, as result of statements made 
to authorities by Henry R. Wendt, 
operator of the Osage theatre, a pix 
| house in Kirkwood, Mo. 

Wendt charges that a day before 
theatre was opened last Jan. 7 
tore 
electric wires out of the walls, broke 
| fixtures and jerked switches from 
|two projection machines in the 


seats, formerly costing 55c have been | pooth. On the advice of friends 
advanced to 75c. Wendt, who had hired union elec- 

Orpheum and Paramount, 50c each | tricians to do the work in his house 
now, the general contractor refused 





Par’s 18th in Detroit; 
Netco’s 18th in New York 


Detroit, Oct. 12. 

United Detroit chain (Par) wil 
add its 18th house to Detroit area 
circuit, with erection of a new 800- 
seat house in the Birmingham and|} 
exclusive Bloomfield Hills section. | 
Plans for new ‘intimate type’ house 
will be completed this week and con- 
struction will start immediately, 
with completion expected around 
first of year. 

UD chain recently added the 1,500- 
seat Cinderella nabe on the east 
Side, and is now building a new} 
house on the northeast side of town. | 
‘Addition will give George Trendle’s | 
circuit almost complete coverage in| 
all the various sections of the Detroit | 
area and suburbs. 











The Netco theatre chain subsidiary | 
in Paramount, operating in upstate 
New York, will be swelled to 18 the- 
atres next month when a new house 
opens in Arlington, N. Y., across the 
street from Vassar college. It is a 
600-seater and will be called the 
Juliet on a suggestion for name made 
by Pres. McCracken of Vassar. 

In Poughkeepsie nearby the same 
eircuit has the Bardavon and the 
Stratford. Netco is operated for 
Paramount by George Walsh. 





St. Louis, Oct. 12. 
Harry Greenman, indie operator, 
has added another house to his string 
which brings the number to six. 
Latest acquisition is The Studio, in 
Pine Lawn, suburb. Greenman has 
purchased the building and ground 
and takes possession Friday (15). 
Greenman plans a string of 10 
houses and in less than a year he 
has achieved more than 50% of the 
goal, 





Incorporations 





CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento 
Famous Artists Corp.; capital stock, 


000 shares: subscribed, $4. Directors 
larry E. Edington, eS harles K,. Feldman, 
F, - Vincent, Ralph H. Blum. 
eee 
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FOR SALE—U PTOWN THEATRE, 
Providence, R. I. 1,450 seats. For- 
merly managed by  Keith-Albee 
Corp. Sacrifice for quick sale. Terms. 





| 

| 
upped a dime. atte 

| 

| 


to do so, visited Schading to ask 
what the trouble was all about. 

Wendt’s statement to authorities 

is that Schading said ‘the building 
— be put back in good grace if 

Wendt would pay $2,000.’ Wendt said 
lhe didn’t have the money and later 
| returned with a friend who has cor- 
roborated his statement that Schad- 
ing allegedly said, ‘You will pay or 
; your show won’t open.’ 

Again Wendt said he _ ignored 
| Schading’ s suggestion, hired non- 
| union electricians, who worked day 
| and night and the theatre opened on 
| schedule. As the vandalism oc- 
curred in St. Louis County and the 
$2,000 conversation here, both inde- 
pendent political subdivisions, au- 
thorities of both places are asking 
| their grand juries to look into the 
matter. 

Jurisdictional trouble between the 
IBEW and the Sign Hangers’ Union, 
both affiliated with the AFL, has re- 
sulted in so much damage to electric 
signs and sign companies that A. J. 
Davis, president of the Industrial As- 
sociation of St. Louis, has requested 
William Green, president of the AFL, 
to settle the strife which is resulting 
in loss of business by the sign com- 
panies. The employers are willing to 
hire workers of either branch but 
when they do so they find their prop- 
erty damaged. 

Several sluggings have resulted 
from clashes between members of 
the IBEW and the Sign Hangers’ 
Union and several weeks ago the 
plants of three sign companies were 
bombed almost simultaneously. Local 
gendarmes have had Schading and 
his aides in for questioning without 
| being able to learn who have been 
| the pineapple-tossers. 








Some Chinese Cinemas 
Still Open for Business 


Although few prints are going into 
China’s war zone, pictures already 
in that area are being circulated and 
some film theatres are open, accord- 
ing to latest advices received at M.. & 
home offices. A few houses are still 
open in Shanghai although the 
spasmodic bombing of Canton has 
halted a few cinemas. 

Japanese operations are not inter- 
fering with normal life in South 
China, say recent advices. 

Of the two, China and Japan, the 
‘latter is regarded as having the most 
| money, most modern theatres and 

naturally the greater source of in- 
!eome to American distributors. 
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ANTI-DUALS’ LEAGUE 
PROMPTS SINGLE PIX 


Due to the pressure exerted by 
the Anti-Double Feature League of 
America, new policies have been 
adopted by the Century Circuit, 
Owner and operator of a string of 
eight houses on the south shore of 
Long Island, New York, and the 





Franklin theatre, Nutley, N. J. 
Emanuel Friedman, district manager 
for Century, announced that only 
single bills will be shown for the} 
next five weeks, and J. Hamilton 
Cherry, manager of the Franklin 
said that his house will run single 
features for three days and the re- 
| mainder of the week will be devoted 
to dual bills. 

Two Nutley, N. J., men, William R. 
Clay, 28, makeup editor on the Nut- 


ley Sun, and George H. Siegel. 30. 
insurance broker, are 
the formation of the 
started out as a local 
which received such 


league which 
project, but 
acclaim that it 


mushroomed throughout the nation. | 


Sixty-five chapters of the league 
have been established as far west as 
San Francisco, south to Virginia, 
north to Massachusetts, but the main 
strength is concentrated in metro- 
politan New York. 


Indies iil at Col? S 


16% Cancellations Nix’ 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 

Indie exhibs are nursing a couple 
of peeves against Columbia Pictures 
for changes in standard contracts. 
Elimination of the customary 10% 
cancellation clause from contracts of 
the distributing outfit is the first | 
beef. 

Owners are also riled at the forced 
buying of trailers for Col’s serials, 
but are primarily burned over can- 
cellation ousting. 


—— 





Saenger-Loew-Singer 


Take Over St. Chas., N.O. 


New Orleans, Oct. 12. 
A combination of the Saenger, 
Loew and Mort Singer interests 
which operate here has taken over 
the St. Charles, one of the oldest 
houses in this key. Deal acquiring 
it from independents has been closed 
a da new corporation is being or- 
ganized with E. V. Richards, head 
of Saenger, in control of operation. 
Policy, which may include vaude- 
ville, will probably be discussed here 
later in the week when Y. Frank 
Freeman, Paramount vy. p. over the- 
atres, arrives on a stopover from 
D:llas en route to New York. Rich- 
ards, who is planning a trip to New 
York, may go up with Freeman or 
follow him shortly. 





In Familiar Footsteps 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Leatrice Joy Gilbert, 13-year-old 
daughter of Leatrice Joy and John 
Gilbert, has been cast in a featured 
role in Metro’s ‘Benefits Forgot,’ her 
first important film work. 

Film went before the cameras 
yesterday (Monday) with Clarence 
Brown directing and John W. Con- 
sidine, Jr., producing. Cast includes 
also Walter Huston, Beulah Bondi, 
Lewis Stone, Charles Grapewin, 
Guy Kibbee and Ted Healy. 


‘Penrod’s’ <a oy) 


Hollywood, Oct. 
has set ‘Penrod al 
Danny’ as the second of a Penrod 
film series costarring the Mauch 
twins with William McGann set to 
direct immediately following com- 
pletion of the first, 
Twin Brother,’ now 
cameras, 

Crane Wilbur and Ernest 
are screen playing. 


Warners 


before the) 


Booth 


Mono’s ‘County Fair’ 


Oct, 12. 
direct 


Hollywood, 
Howard Bretherton will 
‘The County Fair,’ initialer of 
productions to be made for Mono- 
gram by E. B. Derr. 
‘Fair’ rolls today 
‘My Old Kentucky 
as Derr’s next. 


FEMME IN STRIPES 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
‘Condemned Woman,’ an original 


(Tues.), with 
Home’ skedded 


{by Lionel Houser dealing with be- 
hind the scenes life in a women’s 
| hoosegow, will be produced by Rob- 
| ert Sisk at RKO. 

Lew Landers will direct a cast 


topped by Sally Eilers 


responsible for | 


‘Penrod and his | 


four 








Chicago, Oct. 12. | 


Reissues are getting a bigger play | 
lin this town than in any season in 
|} recent years, due in part to a minor 
| shortage of product caused by heavy 
|} programing of double features, and 
}in part because they fit in with an 
|exhibitors’ desire to put out le 

|cash. In line with the latter reason 


operators have found that net profit 
on duals with one feature 
have been greater than one 
| current releases, 
tle more 
done. 


a reissue 
with two 
even though a lit- 
exploitation had to be 


Especially have the reissues been 
| getting a heavy play during the last 
weeks when kids were barred from | 
| theatres because of the infantile} 
paralysis epidemic. Operators claim 
that their neighborhood house audi- 
ences are behind the times in pic 
tures just enough so that they're 
| more conscious of Wallace Beery in 
| ‘Hell Divers’ than they are of | 
| Deanna Durbin in ‘100 Men and a}! 
Girl.’ 

| With the kids in the audience, the | 
same isn’t true, but in making a 
special play for adults during “the | 
kidless weeks, exhibitors found th: at | 
| resisues rate as a best bet, and in- 
| tend to continue the policy somewhat | 
| in hopes that they’ve developed a/| 
|new audience. 


Pioneer in the field here was the 
| State-Lake, combination vaudfilmer, 
which ran programers and played up | 
the flesh attractions, First reissue, | 
‘Hell Divers’ came near breaking the | 
house record, two following reissues 
did almost as much business, 

Since that time, neighb< hoods | 
have jumped at the reissue idea, and 
have found the policy paid when 
they could get the right features. 


during the past three years. Added | 
to that, 
which has had top campaigns in ex- | 
ploitation and publicity during for- | 


| mer runnings. 





Only contract reissue on the books 


| some 


| vocally, 


| while 


They’re picking stuff that’s not too! qoubles in 
old, most of it with a release date | money still goes to the house with 





Duals Eat Up Too Many New Pix, 
Reissues in Chi Prove Strong B. 0.: 
Anti-Twins Stance a Civic Issue 


are the Fox features starring Will 
Rogers, but there's some talk of 
reviving those in which Jean Harlow 
appeared. As a general rule ex- 
hibitors shy away from any uch 
move, however, feeling that no star, 
except Rogers has been successful to 
the box office after death, and that 
they’d rather not take the chance. 
Weekend ads in dailies showed 
nine re¢ ies playing in theatres in 
Chicago. Titles included ‘Night at 
the Opera,’ ‘Hell Divers,’ ‘Captain 
Blood,’ ‘Ambassado1 Bill,’ ‘One 
| Night of Love,’ ‘Thirteen Men’ and 


| ‘Manhattan Melodrama’ 


Battle of double features in this 
territory has been now taken up by 


the Child Welfare Committee and 
the 30ard of Managers of the 
Woman's City Club. Board, under 
|the chairmanship of Mrs, Alfred 
| Wagenfuhr, has come out with a 
blunt stand against the twin bills 
because of two points: (1) Double 
features tend to slow down family 
attendance as a unit, and (2) the 


twin shows keep the children in the 
theatres too long. 


Exhibitors, especially the smaller 
indie houses, are making as much 
hay as possible out of this Woman's 
City Club pronuncaimento, and in 
instances are actually trying 
|to stir up additional public feeling 


|on doubles, 


Strangely, the public 
remains the same: They are 
still against double features. When 
they're talking. But instances of 
a single feature house operated 
against double feature houses have 
proved in nearly every case, that 
the people talk singles, they 
buy doubles. Where all houses are 
singles, the people are evidently sat- 
isfied enough to get their variety 
program, but in cases of singles vs. 
actual operation, the 


reaction, 


the bargain bill. This is the gen- 


the reissue must be one | eral statement of all exhibitors, and 


they admit without hesitation that 
the elimination of doubles depends 
strictly and solely on unanimous 
action by the exhibitors. 
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Today — “GOOD EARTH” 
—STARTING THURSDAY-—- 
JOAN CRAWFORD 

in Metro-Goidwyn-Mayer's , 
“THE nee" gaa RED’ 


Franchot TONE. "Robert YOUNG 





“DEAD END” 
Horace Heidt and Orchestra 
STARTING THURSDAY 
Bing CROSBY — Martha RAYE 
in “DOUBLE OR NOTHING” 
| also Big Stage Show featuring 
Wini Shaw 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








TODAY = 9:30 A.M, 


"ALCATRAZ ISLAND’ 


STRAND ® 25c 


B’ way 47th St. to! Pm. 


Warner Bros, 
Sensational 
Scoop 
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PARAMOUNT,:"”: | 
“SOULS 


AT SEA” 


diary 





IN PERSON 
Jane Froman 
Benny Meroff 


AND HIS 
ORCHESTRA 


George 
COOPER BAFT 











Starts Thurs.—First N, Y. Shewing 
“OVER “NATION 
THE GOAL” AFLAME” 


with John Scat Davis Nation's Menace 
j and June Travers Exposed 


| ' e e aeetmemenenennramiatll 
ri rion 

C rite AYA 25e 

Opens 9 A.M, Midnight Shews to 3 P.M. 














M, Pul MONI, 


THE LiFe OF SutLE 


MAT. 
TODAY 








Twice Dally 2:40-8:40 9. m. 
Buy Seats in Advance 


HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 
Oway. at 5! St.—Cirete 7-5545 
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"STAGE 
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Spectacular Stage Productions 

















Held Over 24 2d Week 
“Life Begins 
in College” 


THE 
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| ONLY $ 
CZAR 


Need fcr Stronger Trade 


Association Fully Realized 


—Nature of Reorganization Now Under Consid- 
eration—N.A.B. Prestige at Low Ebb 


Special assessment of $100,000 
as well as an increase of 50% 
in. dues is in prospect for N.A.B. 
members because of the near- 
émoty treasury at the moment. 

Lack of funds made the ‘czar’ 
idea ridiculous te the men whos 
understood what that would 
cause. 


Appointment of a ‘czar’ of broad- 
casting this week seemed improbable. 


But such a figure may jn due time 
make an appearance through and as 
the mouthpiece of the now-crystalliz- 
ing organization of the bigger, richer 
and stronger ‘affiliate’ stations. 

What is happening in New York 
at the Waldorf-Astoria is, it is gen- 
erally sensed, the gradual knitting 
together of the broadcasters, who 
demand firm leadership and an end 
to incessant bickering and monkey- 
wrench-throwing. 

A cleavage is visible between the 
Main Streeters and the big leaguers. 
Out of that may result the drugging 
into innocuous desuetude of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 
as it now exists, in which the Main 
Strect influence forms a body of re- 
sistance to the things bigger stations 
desire and the compact, integrated 
trace cchesion they feel absolutely 
necessary. 

Prestige Down 


N. A. B. has lost prestige terrifical- 
ly, due to -the whole Musicians’ 
Union crisis. It is charged that it 
has neglected to study and prepare 
and equip itself to cope with the 
threat. At the Chicago convention 
last June, although fully warned of 
Joe Weber's intentions, the N. A. B. 
scarcely troubled to dignify the 
problem with any real attention. A 
policy of drifting underlined the in- 
ability of the N. A. B. to act. It was 
beset with cliques, distrust and in- 
ertia. That, of course, was behind 
the ‘czar’ agitation. 

M. H. Aylesworth was the name 
most mentioned as a possible ‘czar,’ 
but his friends brought in a negative 
report from him. Aylesworth is 
said to have a sweet spot now with 
Scripps-Howard. And he knows 
radio too well to care much for the 
role his rooting squad suggested. No 
other name was seriously put for- 
ward Sunday and Monday. 

Members of the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters will be faced 
with the problem of deciding whether 
they want a complete reorganization 
of the association before the current 
industry meet at the Waldorf Astoria 
dissolves. NAB’s board of directors 
at a Sunday night (10) get together 
voted to recommend that the or- 
ganization be completely revamped 
and that the new system of opera- 
tion revolve around three newly- 
created boards. 
upped 50% in order to take care of 
a badly depleted treasury. 

Under the revised setup as pro- 
posed by the board there would be 
a labor relations board, an economics 
or research board, an engineering 
beard, a public relations board, and 
a legal board. Each of these would 
engage its own all-time expert and 
the latter would report direcily to 
the board that hired him. It is hoped 
that with the introduction of the new 
organization system the NAB’s value 
and activity will be revitalized and 
the evil of administration by clique 
will vanish. Through the organiza- 
tion the current heads of the asso- 


HERBERT ROSENTHAL 





Also that dues be | 


ciation to prevent the insurgent In- 


from developing into a permanent, 
dues-paying project, with consequent 
lors of income and prestige to the 
NAB. It was conceded at the meet- 
ine of, the board that the present 
setup of the association had proved 
both impractical and cumbersome. 


$1,000 in Treasury 


Financial need of the organization 
was brought forcibly to attention 
when it was disclosed that although 
the NAB had been taking in $80,000 
a year in dues the treasury was 
down to $1,000. It was also revealed 
that the association had spent $50,000 
| to promote the NAB’s transcription 
| library, which uses non-copyrights 
|exclusively and was originally cre- 
ated as a_ protective mechanism 
against future trouble with ASCAP. 

Increase of the membership dues 
would raise the association’s income 
from that source to $120,000. Each 
of the new boards of departments 
would be budgeted from this money. 


TALENT WINS 
STRIKE YS. 
AGENCY 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

Slice, from the excepted standard 
of $10 per performance, to a low of 
| $5, for live show airings of ‘Kitty 
| Keene, Inc.,”” a Blackett-Sample- 
| Hummert Chicago produced serial 
|for Procter & Gamble, had the cast 
| up in arms. All refused to cash 
| checks, and, after a couple squawk 
| enslone among themselves, met with 
| B-S-H executives and demanded the 
cuts be restored. They were. 

Contract players for the show re- 
ceived the regular $10 fee, only oc- 
casional players and minor roles 
were offered the five spot. 




















Mary Dolores Hanford, soprano, 
switched from WICC, Bridgeport, to 
WEVD, New York. 


1,000 IN N. A. B. CASH BOX: 











BLAH AT MOMENT, MAYBE LATER 


SORRY, BOYS! 


Reggie Schuebel Isn’t in New York 
For the Convention 


Reggie Schuebel, radio head of the 








| Milton Biow agency, left Saturday 
| (9) for a countrywide tour in con- 
dependent Radio Network Associates} nection with the Bulova watch ac- 


count. She will be gone about a 


| month with most of the traveling 


done by plane, 


After a tour of the middlewest, 
Miss Schuebel will swing out to 
Denver and then up to the Pacific 
northwest. Her return will be 
through the south, following stops 
at San Francisco, Los Angeles and 
Dallas. 


ETHERIDGE 
RAPS N.A.B. 


Mark Etheridge of WHAS, Louis- 
ville (the parent corporation), tore 
into the National Association of; 
Broadcasters at the Tuesday morn- 
ing meeting. He was both vigor- 
ously frank and sarcastically biting. 
Complete do-nothingism in the face 
of the present crisis emphasized, he 
said, the failure of the trade organ- 
ization and ‘its amazing lack of 
united front on the serious problems 
facing all.’ 

He stated the Affiliates’ negotiating 
committee had exhausted every 
means only to retreat defeated be- 
fore the lethargy and the bias of the 
N.A.B. administration. 

He hoped that the trade associa- 
tion could be saved and the affiliates 
organization would be only a 
temporary necessity. But he left no 
question that the bigger stations 
would not be found again, if they 
could help it the helpless victim of 
an organized attack from the outside. 

Kentuckian, reversely, was blunt 
about the A.F.M. He termed their 
demands ‘arbitrary, high handed 
and blackjacking.’ 

John Elmer, N.A.B. prez, preceded 
Etheridge. They were the only 
speakers of a short morning session. 











Bill Dyer, sportscaster at WCAU, 
Philly, piped his regular nitely com- 
mercial from WABC while in New 
York play-by-playing World Series 
for Columbia. 





Radio Industry in a Mess, WBEN Heads 


Declare in Letter to Broadcasters 





This is no time to beat around the 
bush. 

If independent radio broadcasters 
know anything, they know that their 
industry is ina mess. The condition 
will become worse rather than better 
unless we take ourselves by the boot- 
straps and apply effective, corrective 
measures. 

This is written without hostility 
toward NAB, but the facts are that 
the association, for one reason or an- 
other, has failed to meet every crisis 
that has confronted the industry. It 
| isn’t functioning now and there is 
| next to no hope that it can be of as- 
| sistance in solving problems which 





PROMOTED AT CBS Oe beligea ts te as plain as the 





Herbert I. Rosenthal officially as- 
sumes on Jan. 1 post of general man- 
ager of Columbia Artists, Inc., sub- 
sd of CBS which revs and agents 
talent. Rosenthal has been with Co- 
Jumbia for seven years, last two as 
ess stant director of program opera- 
tions. 

Soot Rosenthal will fill has been 
vacant since Ralph Wonders quit las: 
winter to join Rockwell-O’Keefe. 
Since that time CBS v.». Lawrence 
Lowman, who includes Artists, Inc., 
in hs jurisdiction, has been keeping 
@n eye on the department. 


;nose on your face that the broad- 
'casters need an effective associa- 
| tion, headed by the best qualified 
/man in the country for such a job. 
| We believe Merlin H. Aylesworth to 
|be the man. We believe he could be 
| drafted for such a service under the 
| proper set-up, which is the only kind 
| we ought to consider. We believe we 
ought not to waste time seeking 
| futile formulas that probably won't 
|produce anything better than we 
have had. There is a place for NAB 
in the picture, but it must be a re- 
vitalized NAB, headed by inspired 
j}and informed leadership. 

If the NAB doesn’t submit to the 


(Letter which follows was sent out generally last week from Buffalo. Al- 
though probably received by most broadcasters, for the benefit of the 
current convention and the broadcasting trade generallu, the expression 
seems worthy of inclusion in the record.) 


major operation necessary to save 
the industry from the dangers that 
threaten, those of us who sense what 
is transpiring must press on without 
it. Ther is not time to. wait until 
next year. 


We believe that the correctness 
and force of the conclusions and be- 
liefs here stated are self-evident, 
and rest upon that, because this is 
neither the time nor occasion to 
bring forward innumerable argu- 
ments that might be advanced in 
support of these propositions. 

If you agree, let us go to New 
York to support such a plan and put 
it through. This is the time to act. 
If industries with such diverse in- 
terests as baseball and the movies 
knew how to clean up one of their 
greatest problems, we ‘believe there 
is enough intell:gence among inde- 
pendent broadcasters to face the 
issue squarely. This simply is for 
each man to surrender a few pet 
ideas and be willing to pay a rea- 
sonable amount as insurance against 
all kinds of dangers that threaten. 

We're going to hang separately if 
we don't hang together. 


A. H. KIRCHOFER, 
Vice-President. 


FE. H. TWAMLEY, 





Station Director. 








PRO AND CON ON RADIO CZAR 











Mustn’t Say ‘Czar’ 
Word ‘Czar’ has become extremely distasteful to many broadcasters. 
They prefer that their prospective front man should bear the innocuous 
title of counsellor. 





Smaller Stations Suspicious 
Czar or counsellor, the smaller stations don’t seem to fancy the proposal. 
Always suspicious they fear that the C-man would become, however dis- 
' tinguished, the private boiled shirt of the big stations and/or the networks. 








Weary of Do-Nothingism 
There is likelihood that the small stations will balk at the C-man and 
that the more dominant group of stations, sick and weary of the indus- 
try’s drifting will organize separately to bring the C-man principle into 
reality. That implies a flank attack on the N. A. B. 
Help Wanted—Must Be Bright 
Speculation has naturally been rife as to who the C-man,. if and when 
annointed, should be or would be. Should be and would be were not 
viewed as necessarily identical. Prior antecedents of any candidate must 
be weighed. Somebody from-the radio business, broadcasters point out, 
would almost certainly mean somebody favored by one clique and hated by 
another. Somebody outside the radio business and not ‘up’ on what’s what 
would be handicapped by ignorance and would be -peculiarly susceptible 
to whoever put him in or, better, got and held his ear afterwards. 








Not Following Will Hays Model 

It does not seem probable that the broadcasters can or will emulate the 
Motion Picture Producers and Distributors of America (the Will Hays of- 
fice) in either the scope and costliness of that far-flung lobby or in the 
drastic delegation of internal authority and external power of attorney. 
A C-man must inevitably overshadow the position of managing director of 
| the N. A. B. and by the same token, it has been argued, the N. A. B. itself 
must either be taken over or will become a competitive spokesman for 


the industry. 


Some of the bigger boys are in a 
critics to take a jump. They recall 


able of a first class schism. 


Big Fellow—Little Fellow Clash 
Clear-cut cleavage between the small towners and the big towners was 
predicted as one possible outcome of the New York special convention. 


mood to tell the obstructionists and 
the two Chicago conventions. C-man 


issue almost as much as the Musicians’ Union, which may, relatively, go 
lightest on the biggest and heaviest or the smallest, seems potentially cap- 





—— 


Indies Stay Away in Mobs 





Only 215 Stations Represented at New York Broad- 
casting Convention 


-. 





Lawyer Colin Upped 


Ralph F. Colin, general counsel 
for CBS, was made a director by the 
network’s board last week. 

S. R. Dean was promoted at the 
same meeting from comptroller to 
assistant treasurer. 


FRISCO OIL SHOW 
GOES HOLLYWOOD 


San Francisco, Oct. 12. 

Signal Carnival, NBC _ variety 
show, currently sponsored by Signal 
Oil will originate in the web’s Holly- 
wood studios beginning next Sunday 
(17). Program, until this week 
known as the Carefree Carnival, has 
been aired from the Community 
Playhouse in the Western Women’s 
Club building here. 

Move south is being made at the 
request of the agency handling the 
Signal account, Logan & Stebbins. 
whose headquarters are in Los 
Angeles. A new cast will be used, 
with the exception of the musical 
director, Meredith Willson, who has 
been commuting between Hollywood 
and San Francisco for the weekly 
broadcasts, and Charles Marshall 
and Vera Vague (Barbara Jo Allen), 
both of whom are under contract to 
Signal. Arnold Maguire, NBC pro- 
ducer, will go south to handle the 
shows. 














Schillin Agency Shifts; 
Tappe Replaces Reid 


New re-alignment at Schillin Ad- 
vertising Agency, New York, moves 
up Louis Tappe, who has been con- 
tinuity chief, to chief of program- 
production for the agency. Lewis 
Reid, who has held down production 
post for about a year, is out. Pear] 
Greenwald, secretary to Tappe at 
WHN, now joins. Schillin agency in 
same capacity. 

Changes also bring C. A. Kracht, 
formerly of WHN and Columbia 
radio sales, to the sales force at the 
agency. Anna Weinstein, secretary 
to A. B. Schillin for the last four 
years, has resigned, with Gertrude 
Freidlander taking her post. 





it for a month while his 
vacashes in New York City. 





i 


Independent’ broadcasters -have 
stayed away from the special New 
York N. A. B. convention in platoons, 
This was dramatized when the count- 
up at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel 
Tuesday morning showed only 215 
stations out of 700 in the country 
with representatives. Many delegates 
held proxies for as high as five sta- 
tions. 

Staying away of the non-affiliates 
is based on their reasoning that they 
have received no direct communica- 
tion at any time from Joe Weber or 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians and that, if, as and when neces- 
sary to hire musicians, they will do 
biz with their locals. 

Network affiliates have carried the 
entire burden of negotiations. 

N. A. B. officials argue that the 
boycott of the New York convention 
by the non-affiliates is sufficient de- 
fense of the N. A. B. failure to take 
action. In the face of disunion and 
two clearly differentiated bodies the 
N. A. B. could not take the initiative, 
they aver. 





Dec Levy Near Accerd 
With C.1.0. Panel Union; 
Balks on Hiring System 


Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 

WCAU panelmen, now 100% signed 
up in American Communications As- 
sociation, CIO affiliate, met in initiai 
confabs with Dr. Leon Levy, prez of 
outlet, last Friday. Levy granted 
742% wage increase, and agreement 
was virtually reached on all except 
three points. 

Doc objects to clauses in contract 
which would forbid ACA members 
going to work through a picket line; 
objects to hiring through ACA hall, 
and objects to paying cash for over- 
time: wants to give men time off in- 
stead. 














Clear Channel Meeting 
Names Louis Caldwell 





Clear channel group of stations at 
a meeting in the Waldorf-Astoria 
Sunday night (10) appointed Louis 


Bob Hall, radio editor of the San |G. Caldwell, Washington lawyer, to 
Francisco Call-Bulletin, is rg pe aor it at the wavelength re- 
wife 

Mrs. | held in Havana. 

Hall is visiting Jean Ellington, NBC 


allocation convention slated to be 


Meeting was called by Ed Craig, 


warbler, formerly of San Francisco.’ of WSM, Nashville. 
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Network Cost: 
CBS, $350,000, 
NBC, $650,000 


Offer of: NBC and CBS to share 
their affiliates’ added cost for mu- 
gsicians to the joint amount of $200,- 
000 was accepted with practically no 
dissent by the Independent Radio 
Networks Affiliates in meeting at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Monday (11). NBC’s 
eontribution figures $120,000, with 
Columbia putting up the balance. 


In the Columbia camp it is esti- 
mated that by the time the issue of 
increased musicians employment is 
settled the network will have come 
out of the controversy with a debit 
of between $350,000 and $400,000. 
This includes the $180,000 extra that 
CBS has agreed to spend for mu- 
‘gicians in New York, Chicago, and 
Los Angeles. 


NBC bill in that direction is ex- 
pected to range between $650,000 and 
$750,000. The two nets last week 
compromised with the AFM on the 
originating stations demand of the 
union to make it an _ additional 
$60,000 a year for each of the staff 
orchestras in these spots. 

AFM is asking Mutual to up the 
musicians expenditures at WOR, 
Newark, WGN, Chicago, and KHJ, 
Los Angeles, the web’s three origi- 
nating points, by $85,000 a year. 


BAD NEWS IN SEALED 
ENVELOPES FROM CPA 


About the only tense moment pro- 
duced by the meetings of the affili- 
ated stations on the AFM agreement 
occurred Monday morning (11) when 
slips concealed in envelopes were 
passed out among the attending 
broadcasters. These slips showed 
what share of the promised $1,500,- 
000 each affiliated outlet might ap- 
proximately expect to pay for musi- 
cians under a ratio system worked 
out by Ernst & Ernst, certified pub- 
lic accountant that had been retained 
by the group. 

Figures given the stations were 
based on their net income for the 
year prior to Aug. 31, 1937, and also 
allowed for what they were already 
spending for musicians. Formula de- 
vised by the CPA’s made it 5.49% 
of the net receipts. 

Ernst & Ernst will also have the 
responsibility of determining what 
part of the $200,000 contributed by 
NBC and CBS will be allotted to 
each affiliate in meeting its increased 
cost for musicians. 


F.&F. Cough Med on CBS; 
Mento Everitt in Lead 


F.&F. cough drops debuts on a 
network Oct. 18 with a series of 
dramatic scripts labeled ‘Jenny Pea- 
body’ over 42 Columbia stations. 
Program, placed by Blackett-Sam- 
ple-Hummert, will ride quarter-hour 
niches on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. Till now the sponsor has 
used only spots, locally paced, in 
its air campaigns. 

Mento Everitt, vet radio character 
actress, will essay the lead role in 
the serial. 














Abbey Players Ogle Air 


Abbey Theatre Players, legit 
troupe from the Emerald Isle current 
On Broadway in a cycle of Irish 
plays, are being offered for radio 
by the Curtis & Allen agency. 

Group is being offered to do play- 
lets as guests on network variety 
programs. Scenes from their reper- 
tory of dramas are included. 





Levys Look In 
Ike Levy, WCAU, Philadelphia, 
made this his first attendance at a 
broadcasters meet since his walkout 
from the NAB convention in Chi- 
Cago in the summer of 1936. 


Doc Leon Levy was also on hand. | 


Station never resumed its member- 
Ship in the NAB. 


¥ 





| IN NEW YORK 


Bob Convey, KWK, St. Louis, 

Bill Scripps, WWJ, Detroit. 

E. H. Twamley; WBEN, Buffalo. 

Hugh A. Halff, WOAI, San Antonio: 

Clarence Wheeler, WHEC, Rochester. 

Cc. D. Martin, WNBF, Binghamton, N, Y,. 

Harvey Wixson, KHQ-KGA, Spokane. 

Triford Jones, KTRH-KPRC-KX YZ, 
Houston, 

John Shepard, Yankee 

E. J. Gluck, WSOC, 

John J. Gillen, 





Network 
Charlotie, N. C. 
WOW, Omaha. 


Edgar T. Bell, WKY, Oklahoma City. 

s. D. Gregory, WOWO-WGL, Fort 
Wayne. 

Herb Hollister, KANS, Wichita, Kans. 


G. Richard Shafto, WIS, Columbia, S. C, 
Harry Sedgwick, CFRB, Toronto, Ont. 
E. B. Craney, KGIR. Butte, Mont. 
Ralph R. Borston, KQW, San Jose. 
W. C. Bridges, WEBC, Duluth, Minn, 
Lisle Baker, Jr., WHAS, Louisville. 
William W. Behrman, WBOW, Terre 
Haute. 
Martin L. Burbank, WJAR, Providence. 
J. Cc. Bell, WBRC, Birmingham. 
Mark Etteridge, WHAS, Louisville. 
Willard D. Egolf, KVOO, Tulsa. 
Cc. M. Everson, WHKC, Columbus. 
Don 8S. Elias, WWNC, Asheville, N. C. 
Earle .Winger, WDOD, Chattanooga. 
T. C. Ekrem, KVOD, Denver. 
Howard A. Sherman, KTHS, Hot Springs. 
Beeman Fisher, WOAT, San Antonio. 
tyeorge Forge, WEBR, Buffalo. 
Dean Fitzer, WDAF, Kansas City. 
Russell L. Lowe, KFH, Wichita. 
Harry Spence, KARO, Aberdeen, Wash. 
Hoyt B. Wooten, WREC, Memphis. 
Earl S. Glade, KSL, Salt Lake City. 
Lambdin Kay, WSB-WAGA, Atlanta, 
Palmer Hoyt, KGW-KEX, Portland. 
H. W. Batchelder, WFRBR, Baltimore. 
Donald B. Albert, WTMJ, Milwaukee. 
P. Weiss, WSYB, Rutland, Vt. 
Lewis Allen Weiss, Don Lee Network. 
Arthur B. Church, KMBC, Kansas City. 
I. R. Lounsberry, WGR-WKBW, Buffalo. 
Hope H. Barroll, Jr., WFBR, Baltimore. 
F. W. Borton, WQAM, Miami. 
Franklin. M. Doolittle, WDRC, Hartford. 
Cedric Foster, WTHT, Hartford, 
William Fay, WHAM, Rochester 
Frank Megargee, WGBI, Scranton, 
E. J. Gough, Hearst Radio. 
James C. Wagner, WHBY-WTAQ, Green 


Bay. 
Cc. T. Lucy, WRVA, Richmond. 
Hal Leyshon, WIOD, Miami. 


H. William Koster, WPRO, Providence. 
Norman A. Thomas, WDOD, Chattanooga. 
J. L. Reinsch, WHIO, Dayton. 
W. J. Damm, WTMJ, Milwaukee. 
Martin L. Leich, WGBF-WEOA, 
ville. 
Gene O’Fallon, KFEL, Denver. 
J. T. Lyons, WCAO. Baltimore. 
Earl C. Reineke, WDAY, Fargo. 
J. T. Ward, WLAC, Nashville. 
J. M. Moroney, WFAA, Dallas, 
Fred Leiber, WGN, Chicago; 
Detroit. 
F. C. Streibert, WOR, 
Lloyd Thomas, WROK, Rockford. Il. 
J. D. Bloom, Jr., WWI. New Orleans. 
Alexander Sherwood,. Chicago (Consultant 
to stations). 
Vincent Callahan, WWI, New Orleans. 
Harold E. Smith, WOKO-WABY, Albany, 


Evans- 


CKLW, 


New York City. 


mm. Be 

Gregory Gentling, KROC, Rochester, 
Minn. a 

Ga. W. Martin, WAVE, Louisville. 


D. S. Poyner. WMBH, Joplin, Mo. 

E. J. Frey, WBRY, Waterbury. 

John T. Calkins, WESG, Elmira, N. Y. 

Campbell Arnoux, WTAR-WRTD, Nor- 
folk, Va. : 

Ray P. Jordan, WDRBI. Roanoke, Va. 

H. J. Brennan, WJAS-KQV, Pittsburgh. 

Robert M. Thompson, WJAS, Pittsburgh, 

Leo Fitzpatrick, WIR, Detroit. 

J. H. Ryan, WSPD, Toledo. 

Sam R. Rosenbaum, WFIL, Philadelphia. 

H. J. Powell, KGGF, Coffeyville, Kans. 

E. Flannigan, WSPD, Toledo. 

John Patt, WGAR, Cleveland. 

S. D. Quarton, WMT, Cedar Rapids. 

Luther Hill, KSO-KRNT-WMT, 
Moines. 

Don Searle, WIBW. Topeka. 

Edgar L. Bill, WMBD. Peoria. 

Jack R. Howard, WMPS-WMC, Memphis. 

John E. Fitzer, WKZO, Kalamazoo. 

George Kelly, Jr.. WCSH, Portland, Me. 

John Storey, WTAG, Worcester, Mass. 

Vernon H. Smith, WREN, Lawrence, 
Kans. 

M. C. Coleman, WATL. Atlanta. 

Richard H. Mason, WPTF. Raleigh. N. C. 
Walter Evans, WOWO-WGL. Fort Wayne. 

Harry Wilder, WSYR, Syracuse. 

Norman Reed, WPG, Atlantic City. 

William C. Gillespie, KTUL, Tulsa. 


Des 


Dale Robertson, WIRX, Utica 

John Kennedy, WCHS, Charleston 
William K. Donovan, WCOA, Pensacola. 
Thompson L, Gurnsey, WLBEZ, Bangor, 


Me. 
T. W. Symons, Jr., KFPY, Spokane. 
Harold Wheelahan, WSMB, New Orleans. 
Cc. G. Phillips, KIDO, Boise. 
Harold Hough, WBAP, Fort Worth. 
Clair R. McCollough, WDEL, Wilmington. 
Glenn Snyder, WLS, Chicago. 
Burridge D. Butler. KOY, Phoenix. 
H. K. Carpenter, WHK,. Cleveland, 


J. O. Maland, WHO, Des Moines. 
W. B. Dolph, WOL, Washington. : 
R. E. Bausman, WIRE, Indianapolis 


Don Withycomb, WIFIL, Philadelphia. 
J. L. Bowden, WKBN, Youngstown. 
Stuart Sprague, KSFO. San Francisco. 
Samuel Woodsworth, WFBL, Syracuse. 
Leon Levy, WCAU, Philadelvhia. 
Martin Campbell, WFAA, Dallas. 

L. B. Wilson, WCKY. Cincinnati. 
Lester FE. Cox. KGBX, Sprinfield, Mo 
Don Davis, WHB, Kansas ‘its 

Paul W. Morency, WTI, Hartford. 
Dalton LeMasurier, KDAL, Duluth. 
Allen T. Simmons, WADC, Akron, _ 
Edney Ridge, WBIG, Gre nsboro, N. CC 
J. W. Runyon, KRLD, Dallas. 

Tom C. Gooch. KRLD, Dallas 

O. Taylor. KGNC, Amarillo, Texss 

J. T. Griffin, KTUL, Tulsa. 





. . , 
Tracy in ‘Arrowsmith 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 


had Fred MacMurray set for ‘The 
General Died at Dawn’ on the Oct. 
18 broadcast but had to substitute 
when story couldn’t be cleared. 

In guest section on ‘Hollywood 
Hotel’ Oct. 29 will be Brian Aherne 
| and Olivia de Haviland in a sequence 
from ‘The Great Garrick.’ 





Lux has Spencer Tracy in the | 
lead for their airing Oct. 25 of 
‘Arrowsmith.’ J. Walter Thompson 








| ployed 


| have two desirable results: 
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Burden on Station Overhead 
Should Have Many Re- 
sults—See Historic Com-)| 
parisons with Old Film| 
‘Presentation Policy’ 
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FEAR LOCALS 





By BOB LANDRY 


Assuming—as seems reasonable— 


that the broadcasting industry will | 
ultimately patch up an understand- 
ing with the American Federation of 
Musicians and as a result thereof 
staff orchestras will become com- 
monplace all over the country, the 
question now comes up as to the 
practical results in terms of local 
station-showmanship. 

It is widely believed that the staff | 


orchestras — bitter financial pills | 
though they are at the moment for 
stations—will unquestionably’ en- 


courage a considerable increase and 
variety in local programs, 

At the same time it appears prob- 
able that by reason of added over- 
head imposed upon the networks, 
heaviest losers in the Musician situa- 
tion, the network level of sustaining 
service may fall off. Curtailment of 
budget in that direction is expected. 

Possibility of a network charge to 
local station on a per-program-ac- 
cepted basis for sustainers would 
further stimulate local stations to 
local production activities. 


Get It Back! 


VARIETY 29 








ee 





7% 


ACK IN SHOWS 





ba 








Radio Psychosis 





Rated among the prize cracks 
pulled during the broadcasters’ 
meet at the Waldorf-Astoria 
was the one that Harold V. 
Hough, of WBAP, Ft. Worth, 
delivered regarding a  pro- 
nounced tendency in indie sta- 
tion ranks. 

Hough said that he has yet to 
see the time when three or 
more broadcasters, after being 
together for a half hour, could 
refrain from diverting the con- 
versation to the subject of 
hiring a lawyer or an engineer. 


LOHR FAVORS 
AT SOURCE 
PAYMENT 


Lenox R. Lohr, NBC prez, was 
disclosed at the general convention 
of the broadcasting industry as hav- 
ing his own solution for the music 
copyright problem. Lohr was quoted 
as having declared himself in favor 
of having the commercial fee for 
music applied at the source of the 

















With a staff orchestra on the pay- 
roll nine months a year and with an 
eager and aggressive desire to get 
all, or part, of the cost back in the 
form of sponsorship stations will un- 
questionably exploit their orchestra, 
build programs around them, and do 
everything practical to turn unwel- 
come necessity into an eventual 
asset. 

Perhaps an equivalent value to the 
old time vaudeville may emerge. 
Fact that stations will have musical 
resources may also increase the num- 
ber of travelling singers and enter- 
tainers—a clan now mostly limited 
to hillbillies—that migrate between 
the stations. 

Arrogant Locals 


Attitude of the local unions is ob- 
viously feared by the broadcasters. 
While feeling that the national union 
and Joe Weber personally have been 
reasonable and courteous the idea is 
widespread among radio men that | 
the officers of musicians’ locals in | 
small cities and towns are often ar- | 
rogant, dictatorial and offensively | 
rude, 

Out of the current settlement it is | 
hoped by broadcasters that Weber 
can do something to make the locals 
less disagreeable in manner and less 
autocratic. Station men have been 
especially fearful of the ‘no arbitra- 
tion’ policy of the A.F.M. Some sta- 
tion men around the Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel this week have freely ex- 
pressed an anticipation of hard- 
boied rub-it-in tactics from their | 
locals. 

Another problem certain to de- | 
mand solution js what happens in 
towns where the existing local can- | 
not possibly supply musicians of 
either the number or quality re- 
quired. In the event the smaller 
cities drain off some of the unem- 
surplus of Chicago, New 
York, etc., that would presumably 
(a) a} 
social result—it would relieve unem- | 
ployment rolls and (b) a showman- 
ship result—it would re-distribute 





; program and deducting the pro rata 
| Share from each station’s compensa- 
tion. 

As Lohr has it figured the tap 
could be diminished for individual 
stations by showing the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers how this method would 
appreciably reduce its bookkeeping 
and collecting costs. ASCAP would 
also be certain to collect all com- 
ing to it. 

Broadcasters’ contract with the 
society has two years to go, but 
Lohr is said to be of the opinion 
that the method of collecting het- 
work commercial fee could be re- 
vised at this time. Previous NBC 
administration stoutly opposed the 
source idea. 





ONE WORRY LESS 


Respite for Broadcasters on Off-the- 
Air Problem 

Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
ciation will not attempt to negotiate 
a license for off-the-air recordings 
until after the broadcasters have 
settled their problem with the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians. Harry 
Fox, MPPA gen. mgr., figures that 
the musicians employment demand 
presents enough cause for brain 
racking on the part of station men 
at this time and that, even if he 





Symph Sponsor Jeopardized By 
Musicians Situation in Philly; 


Union Spurns 5% as WFIL Cut 


Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 

Possibility that of weekly 
Philly Symphony concerts skedded 
to start on 22 National Broadcasting 
Company stations next Monday (18) 
will be postponed or cancelled com- 
pletely loomed this week. 

Failure of WFIL here as yet to 
come to agreement with Musicians’ 
Union, thus depriving symphs of an 
outlet in its home city, causing the 
trouble. Pennsylvania Company for 
Insuring Lives and Granting Annui- 
ties, sponsoring bank in this terri- 
tory, won't put up coin if show isn’t 
heard here. And inasmuch as com- 
pany is principal contributor may 
cause nixing of entire works. 

Only quick action by Joe Weber 
or national exec board of American 
Federation of Musicians apparently 
can save situash now, admitted Don 
Withycomb, WFIL g. m. Reginald 
Allen, manager of orchestra, told 
Variety that, so far as he is con- 
cerned, he has contract and intends 
going through with it. Symph is 
depending largely on cash received 
from this progrdm to help smooth its 
usual deficit. 

Bankers’ show last year was a 
Similar headache‘here. Then it was 
carried on Columbia. Inasmuch as 
WCAU, Columbia link in Philly, had 
no house band at time, rule of Toot- 
ers’ Union made it necessary to pay 
orch double. New ukase prevents 
airing at any price over a station 
without union band. 

Offers 5% 


Following settlement 
long feud with musickers and 
avowed anxiety of Withycomb to 
sign up, too, because of impending 
Philly concerts, things looked bright 
for a settlement. But sides now 
planets apart. Withycomb offered 
A. A.A. Tomei, union prexy, 5% of 
gross, in accordance with expected 
national agreement. 

This amounts to only about $15,000 
a year, or $300 a week, in WFIL’s 
case. Which would give it only six 
or seven men. Last year, Tomei 
pointed out, station had 14 men At 
$37 a week. In other words, over a 
year station would have spent $26,000 
(actually had band only six months). 

‘We're certainly not going to take 
just a little more than half of what 
we got last year,’ Tomei told 
Variety, ‘unless we’re forced into it 
by the national board. The new 
arrangement is designed to help us, 
not hurt us.’ 

Illustrating further the impossi- 
bility of accepting the deal Withy- 
comb offered, Tomei pointed to new 


series 


of WCAU’s 





WIP and WPEN contracts. Both are 
much smaller outlets. WPEN has no 
nets and WIP only the _ intercity. 


Former’s termer calls for 12 men at 
$60 (play double time), and WIP’s 
for 10 men at $37. WIP contract also 
requires that men be finished by 6 
p. m. every day. 

Withycomb sent a two-page letter 
to Tomei and a copy to Wever, 
claiming local’s refusal to accept 5% 





got a deal under way, it wouldn't 
mean anything as long as there was 
a possibility of restrictive action by 
the AFM. 

Survey by Fox has diclosed that 
stations were taking musical pro- 
grams off the air for future broad- 
casting without obtaining the re- 
quired ‘permission from copyright 
owners. 





canvassed the available musical tal- 
ent of their communities are not uni- 
formly enthusiastic. 

Many inland musicians are musi- 
cians as a sideline to barbering, sell- 


talent outside a few over-congested | ing real estate or working on the 
centers. | police force. They are, in the opinion 
Revive the M. C.? | of broadcasters, extremely rusty and 

It is thought, too, that the staff | sour. 
orchestras may, and logically should, | Hi'lbilly music is likely to be a 


make the conductor a local person- 


ality. Leaders who can sing, talk, | low them into membership, denying | 

entertain or display master of cere- | they are musicians. Yet for many 

monies versatility ought to be in for | farm and back country stations hill- 

a boom. | billy music is a prime item of audi- 
Broadcasters who have already ' ence appeal. 


problem. Many locals will not al- 


| 


offer was keeping men out of work, 





WKY, OKLAHOMA CITY, 
HEARS FROM UNION 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 12. 
| More pay! Or else more union 
men! 

That is latest edict handed WKY 
by local musicians’ union following 
controversy over the Approved 
Laundries sponsorship of The Four 
Aces, song and instrumental team. 

The act, playing at Ormonds, new 
niterie, was ‘loaned’ to the laundry 
program to build up publicity for 
the niterie. No payment is involved, 
authoritative sources state, 

Union kicks because four union 
men are being thrown out of work, 
and demand something be done 
about it. So far nothing has been 
| done. 
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RADIO'S FEAR OF FISCAL BALLYHOO 
A SELF-TARGET FOR POLITICIANS, ETC. 





Harold Hough’s Resolution at New York Baan | 
—Doubtful If Networks Would Cooperate—Their 


Securities Listed 


Growing sensitivity among broad- 
casters toward outsiders knowing too 
much about the financial returns of 
the radio industry 
resolution which Harold V. Hough, 
WBAP, Fort Worth, introduced yes- 
terday (Tuesday) at the general 
meeting of the industry at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria hotel. Hough’s resolu- 
ti-. urged that the industry stop re- 
ferring to its time turnover in terms 
of dollars bu. instead compute and 
publish its broadcast business in 
terms of unit hours. 

Movement to curb the publicity 
given the business done by broad- 
casting and also the profits has been 
in the making for some time, but it 
wasn’t until recently that the cry in 
that direction became both fearful 
and urgent. Washington office hold- 
ers have been anything but hesitant 
in seizing upon such figures as fa- 
vorable ammunition for some cause 
or another inimical to commercial 
radio. These citations of income 
have become common at Federal 
Communication Commission hearings 
and in Congressional demands for 
separate educational facilities, taxa- 
tion of wavelength franchises, strict 
regulation of license transfers and 
whatnot. 

Toe Much Ballyhoo 

What has intensified the income 
suppressive movement even more 
than the Washington hullubaloo is 


WJR’s Statement 


Detroit, Oct. 12. 

With sales amounting to 
$1,043,013 in the first nine 
months of this year, as com- 
pared with $917,029 in the cor- 
responding period a year ago, 
WJR reports a net profit of 
$390,399 during the period,’ 
after depreciation, federal tax, 
ets., but before undistributed 
profits surtax. 

The net is equal to $3 per 
share on 130,000 shares of com- 
mon outstanding, about half of 
which were sold to public year 
or so ago in the first public sale 
of radio station stock in U. S. 
history. 

Profit for the first three quar- 
ters this year compares with 
$322,439, or $2.48 a common 
share, for the same months in 
1936. The firm declared the 
regular quarterly dividend of 
40 cents a share, payable Oct. 
30 to stock of record Oct. 20. 








is reflected in a| 








mitted to the public by the age 


ncles, sta 


tions and chains, does not show that por- 
tion being actually received by the stations 
but makes a misleading analysis, as no 
count is published of the percentage going 
to the stations, percentage for commissions, 
or the percentage for line charges, which 
is misleading to the public, the Federal 
Communications Commission, and the ad- 
vertisers; the refore be it 

i Resolved, That it is the wish of the Na- 
| tional Aanociation of Broadcasters that the 
standard yard stick of measurement on 
broadcast business, in the future, be com- 
puted and published in the terms of unit 


hours instead of gross dollars; be it further 

Resolved, That the National Asscciation 
of Broadcasters urge all agencies, member 
stations and non-member stations to adopt 
the policy of presentation of unit hours, 
instead of gross dollars; and be it further 

Resolved, That a request be made to the 
National Broadcasting Company, the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System, the Mutual 
Broadcasting System, and any other chain, 
to use the practice of presenting any vol- 
ume in phrases of unit hours instead of 
gross dollars; be it further 





Resolved, that the president of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters appoint 
a committee to confer with the chain man- 
agement and to present to them the views 


of the National Association of Broadcasters. 


AUSSIE HIGH COURT 
OKAYS RACE AIRING 


Sydney, Sept. 30. 

High Court of Ausrtalia decided by 
majority verdict that airing of race 
description from outside a track en- 
closure was legal. 

The Victoria Park Racing Club re- 
cently appealed against a decision 
by Supreme Court of N. S. Wales 
dismissing an application for an in- 
junction to prevent Commonwealth 
Broadcasting Network from airing 
descriptions of races from a tower 
outside the track. High Court de- 
cision means that airings may con- 
tinue, although it is certain that the 
Victoria Racing Club will appeal 
against the decision of the High 
Court, and that other clubs will sup- 
port the appeal. 

Race descriptions are tremendous- 
ly popular with all classes. Govern- 
ment has been trying to stop start- 
ing price betting without much suc- 
cess. Protests against aircasting 
races have been mainly from relig- 
ious bodies, but the fans themselves 
have protested against any govern- 
mental interference with radio de- 
scriptions. Race-track controllers 
are not in favor of airings because 
they hurt attendance. 














Imogene Coca, Wm. Lynn 
As Radio Comedy Team 


Imogene Coca, legit-musical come- 
dienne, and William Lynn, who had 








the experience which the industry is 


now passing through with the Amer- 


ican Federation of Musicians. Major 
figures in the broadcasting business 
hold that the AFM would not have 
singled out the industry for its oner- 
ous demands if the industry hadn't 
paved the way with its ballyhooing 
of growth and prosperity. Also that 
if something isn’t done to put the 
quietus on business and profit pub- 
licity broadcasting will be faced with 
similar pressure from other unions. 

Broadcasters who have sat in with 
Joe Weber and his AFM executive 
board report that the latter invari- 
ably answered any plea for abate- 
nent with citations from the press 
and even the NAB’s own monthly 
bulletin showing time sales for both 
network and spot on the substantial 
upbeat. Weber repeatedly aired the 
viewpoint that broadcasting was 
reaping big profits and it was noth- 
ing but fair for the industry to di- 
vert some of the prosperity to the 
employment of more musicians. 

It is generally doubted whether 
the networks will abide by the terms 
of the resolution, even if it is passed. 
Both have stockholders and either 
directly (CBS) or indirectly (RCA) 
have listing on the Big Board, and 
indications are that while the trend 
is upward, particularly, nothing will 
be done to discourage any activity in 
that quarter. 

Hough resolution follows: 


Whereas, It has been the custom of agen- 
cies, broadcasting stations, and the man- 
agement of the chains to use the term 
‘dollars’ in referring’ to gains and losses 
an amount of broadcasting business; and, 

Whereas, This method does not present a 
true, fair. accurate picture of the _ busi- 
ness of the hroadcasting industry, partic- 
wlariv, in relation of the receipts to the 
stations. 


Whereas, The published revenue, as sub- 


the lead in ‘Three Men on Horse,’ 
have been paired as a radio comedy 
act. 

Curtis & Allen agency, which 
melded and is offering the team, 
looking at comedy material to sup- 
ply the pair for two auditions set. 





Mrs. L. B. Wilson in N. ¥ . 

L. B. Wilson of WCKY, Coving- 
ton-Cincinnati, is accompanied to the 
convention by Mrs. Wilson, the for- 
mer Jean Wilson of the dramatic 
stage. 

Stopping at the Plaza. 








Killer of Radio? 





In Forum this week is a very 
interesting letter on what may 
kill off radio, as it did vaude- 
ville. 

The sameness of the comedy 
show formule, all more or less 
like the Benny-Allen shows, is 
taken to task by VARIETY’s cor- 
respondent. 


Mary Roberts Rinehart 
Cuffoes ‘Tish’ Rights 
For WPA-CBS Show 


Mary Roberts Rinehart has do- 
nated the radio dramatization rights 
of her novel, ‘Tish,’ to the WPA 


radio project. CBS has consented to 
carry the progrom on a 10-10:30 p. m. 
niche every Thursday, starting this 
week. 

Columbia was originally ap- 
proached by the WPA with the air 
dramatizatign of James Truslow 
Adams’ ‘Epic of America,’ which the 
author also gave the project. CBS, 
upon hearing of the ‘Tish’ gift, chose 
that one since WPA offered the net- 
work anything it had for the chance 
to ozone on a chain. After the deal 
was set Mutual was approached on 
the ‘Epic’ series, and has agreed ten- 
tatively to start the series on Nov. 7. 


Spot on CBS is the first network 
nook WPA has had since NBC 
dropped the ‘Professional Parade’ 
last April, at that time announcing 
that the program, which aired on 
the blue band Wednesdays opposite 
Fred Allen, was not worth the ex- 
pense entailed. 


Spokane’s Big Excitement 


Spokane, Oct. 12. 

Edmund Lowe, Bob Burns and 
Mary Carlisle will be brought here 
by Bing Crosby for his homecoming 
celebration Oct. 20-24 and to appear 
as guests on the Kraft Music Hall 
Oct. 21. Jimmy Monaco and Johnny 
Burke, songwriting team, will also 
accompany Bing. Trotter’s orches- 
tra will use chartered plane to come 
from Hollywood and return imme- 
diately after broadcast. 

Extensive plans are being made 
for a $5 a plate banquet for Bing, 
special repeat of his radio show, and 
appearance at the Gonzaga Univer- 
sity-San Francisco University foot- 
ball game Oct. 24. All proceeds to 
Gonzaga, his alma mater. No place 
has been selected for Kraft broad- 
cast yet. No local studio is big 
enough. 


Winchell Back Nov. 14 


Walter Winchell returns to the 
Jergens’ air show Nov. 14 after a 
two months’ hiatus during which 
period George Fischer substitutes 
and Winchell will have completed 
his 20th-Fox film, ‘Love and Hisses.’ 

Lennen & Mitchell has been talk- 
ing to O. O. McIntyre for a radio 
program; also Ed Sullivan, among 
other newspapermen and columnists, 
but it’s for another sponsor and not 


























the Jergens’ Journal. 





WHN, New York, May Go NBC 





Loew Outlet Would Be 


NBC is talking with WHN, New 
York, about making the station avail- 
able to clients on either the red 
(WEAF) or the blue (WJZ) that want 
to supplement their coverage in the 
metropolitan area. Proposition was 
put to the Loew outlet as a sort of 
sequence to arrangements previously 
made for WHN to carry along with 
WEAF the Metro studio show which 
Maxwell House Coffee starts bank- 
rolling over the red link Nov. 4. 
Doubling the clearance of this pro- 
gram over WHN was made part of 
the deal between Metro and General 
Foods. 





bring in WHN on an optional basis 





Optional Supplement to’ 
Either Red or Blue 





is interpreted as suggesting the ad- 
mission that there are several blind 
spots in the two 50,000-watters’ cov- 
erage of the country’s most thickly 
populated markets. NBC not so long 
ago went to considerable expense to 
overcome this and other like situa- 
tions as far as WJZ was concerned. 

Transamerican is reported to have 
received assurance from WHN that 
any tieup with NBC would not 
hamper the station’s relations with 
the WLW Line. Herbert Petty, as- 
sistant director of WHN, declared 
Monday (10) that while the hookup 
with WLW would be maintained in- 


In industry ranks NBC’s move to| tact he would take the position of 


first come first served. 





| 


CBS Stock Behaviour Scrutinized 





Interest in Columbia Broadcasting System stock, both A and B, has 
been wan since the securities went up on the Big Board at the outset of 


the summer. There are around, of 


course, the usual rumors that a kill 


is being planned by speculators, but through either bull or bear binoculars 


that supposition appears groundless. 


What does appear as likely explana- 


tion is the manner in which CBS’ expenditures are mounting along with 


its grosses. 


Angle is, although the increase in gross for the initial six months of 
1937 exceeds the take for the similar period in 1936 by $4,476,727, the net 


difference is only $436,963. 
Comparative statement of CBS for 


the periods: 


| Profit from pth yA for the six months, 
after provision for depreciation amount- 
ing to $203,860.59 in 1936 and $248,452.66 











in 1937 


Deduct—Provision for Federal 
Tax and Surtax; estimated 


Net profit for the period. 


*Earnings per share.. 
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Income 





7————26 weeks ending——____, 
June 27, 1936 July 3, 1937 
oese , $13,163,457.22 $17,640.184.35 
et’ $2,453,212.65 $3,001,899.62 
ey 57,592.27 92,711.11] 
$2,510,804.92 $3,054, 610.7 73 
os Fae 423,954.68 530,797.25 
$2,086,850.24 $2,523,813.48 

First Entire First 
26 weeks 53 weeks 26 weeks 
‘Keatea $1.22 $2.20 $1.48 


* Calculated upon the 1,707,950 shares of $2.50 par value stock presently 
outstanding or to be outstanding upon completion of exchange of old $5.00 
| par value stock. 
Money this year was spent in Hollywood on Coast set-up equipment, 
but almost equally as much was spent during the ’36 period, and at that 
time returns from the investment weren’t nearly as much as they have 


been this year. 


but one was last year, too. 


In New York a legit theatre was bought for broadcasting, 
A big blow to the profit column this year was 


the $2,000,000 prexy William S. Paley put away for television expenses, as 
he testified before the F.C.C. Tele experiments are going on and they 


are costly. 


Numerically, employment figures haven’t risen appreciably in the year, 
nor have salaries boomed, nor has the network hired expensive brasshats. 
Expensive series of sustaining Shakespeare was last summer, and hence 
included in the books for this half of ’37. 


This week CBS stock tumbled to all-time low. 





RECRUIT TO RADIO 


American Chicle Is Sponsoring for 
First Time 








American Chicle Co. is airing its 
first radio program—Lou Little, Co- 
lumbia grid coach, on a quarter-hour 
for eight Friday nights over Mutual 
stations fed by WOR. Heretofore 


the sponsor’s only ether placements 
have been a few spots on southera 
stations, 

Little dopes following-day foot- 
ball games. Just before signing with 
American Chicle, he had a-deal hot 
with B.B.D.&0O. to ozone for Brown 
& Williamson Tobacco, which was to 
have aired over WOR only. Last 
fall the coach was on for the same 
agency in behalf of White Owl 
cigars, 

John T. Casey, public relationist, 
handles Little. 


JAMES HAYS A SUICIDE; 
LOST EYE ACCIDENTALLY 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 

‘ Missing for three days, body of 
James M. Hays, well-known in radio 
circles here, was found in the Alle- 
gueny river here last week. Suicide 
was attributed by friends and rela- 
tives to despondency over ill health. 

Hays entered broadcasting work 
here about eight years ago as an an- 
nouncer at WCAE and in 1932 mar- 
ried Florence Schmallhurst, secre- 
tary to Jesse L. Kaufman, then sta- 
tion manager. From there he went 
to Sun-Telegraph as radio editor, 
severing that connection ts become 
head of Gulf Oil Company's radio 
department. 

Last year he had charge of air 
production department of Walker- 
Downing advertising agency in Pitts- 
burgh, resigning that post several 











months ago. During the World War 
Hays served as a lieutenant com- 
mander in the navy and had written 
several sea stories, recounting many 
of them on the air with late Will 
Rogers when latter was sponsored by 
Gulf. 

A recent accident cost him an eye. 
He leaves a small son in addition to 
his widow. Before leaping to his 
death, Hays telephoned his wife and 
told her: ‘No matter what I do, I am 
thinking of you and my boy.’ That 
was the last she heard of him un- 
til his body was found 72 hours later. 





ASCAP Fighter in N. Y. 
Harold Davis, the Seattle attorney 
who handled the anti-ASCAP cam- 
paign in the State of Washington, is 
in New York for the big goings-on 
this week. 
He’s at the Taft. 





ANTI-DIVORCE 
RADIO BALLY 


San Francisco, Oct. 12. 
Special audition of the new Suss- 
man & Wormser dramatic show, ‘I 
Want a Divorce,’ which debuts Sun- 


day: (17) over the Coast NBC-Red 
web, will be piped from the network 
studios in San Francisco to. Holly- 
wood Wednesday (13) for the ears of 
radio editors and trade papers in 
both cities. First script in the series 
was written by Peter B. Kyne, who 
will be present at the audition here. 
Boys will be guests of the Emil 
Brisacher agency at a dinner follow- 
ing the preview. 

‘I Want a Divorce’ will be aired 
twice weekly, Sundays at 8:15 p.m., 
PST and Wednesdays at 7:45 p.m. 
using quarter-hour dramatizations 
by Kyne, Elsie Robinson, Hugh 
Wiley, Carlton E. Morse and other 
w.k. writers. Idea is to point out that 
divorce is often unnecessary, with 
each case dramatized ending in 
reconciliation. 

Heavy merchandising campaign is 
planned in connection with the 
broadcasts, including a ‘perfect mate’ 
contest to be plugged both on the 
air and in newspaper ads. Six- 
column, 16-inch ad announcing the 
contest will be spotted in principal 
dailies in key cities on the Pacific 
Coast by the Brisacher agency. 


RADIO’S SEX APPEAL 
CAN’T MAKE GRADE 


N. Y. World-Telegram, which has 
been carrying in its Saturday edi- 
tions a full-page devoted to radio, is 
ceasing using stills to brighten up 
the layouts. 


Reason js that radio was not pro- 
ducing enough leg and bare-back art 
of the sort the Tele wanted. Sheet 
wanted stuff comparable to the 
Hollywood handouts, and radio p.a.s 
couldn’t get such stills from air per- 
formers. 














O’Keefe to Europe 





Walter O’Keefe, who winds up for 
Bristol-Myers over the NBC-red 
Nov. 10, has arranged to leave the 
following week for a European va- 
cation. 


He'll cable his Scripps-Howerd 
column from the boat and the other 
side. 
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POLICEMAN 





Knee-Deep in Committees 





Probably at no other gathering 


another. 
Among the groups that took up 
station men were: 
Mutual or Columbia services. 
Contract Negotiating Committee 


pating arrangement with NBC and 


casters, each one representing a 


but including non-members. 
Board ef Directors of the NAB. 





multiplicity of group and faction meetings as that which marked the 
general industry pow-wow at the Waldorf-Astoria. 
who attempted to keep track of these groups and their exact func- 
tions found himself headed for confusion. 
the conventioneers it became a matter of hopping from one huddle to 


Independent Radio Network Affiliates: stations 


the previous IRNA meeting to discuss details of the agreement with 
the American Federation of Musicians and work out a fund partici- 


IRNA Allocations Committee: assigned to develop a yardstick for 
determining what part of the guaranteed increase of $1,500,000 each 
station would be expected to pay for musicians. 

National Committee ef 48: composed of indie non-affiliated broad- 


John Elmer, NAB prez, doubling as chairman, 
Clear Channel Group: self explanatory. 
Open Convention of the Broadcasting Industry; called by the NAB 


Asseciated Stations of the NBC-Blue Network: called together for 
an informal dinner staged by NBC last night (Tuesday). 


of broadcasters has there been the 
Average delegate 


For a certain number of 


more or less time of the assembled 


taking the NBC, 


for the IRNA: those delegated by 


CBS. 


different state in the union, with 








LAWYERS MUCH 


IN EVIDENCE 


Discussions of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians’ pact by the 
indie affiliated stations took on the 
aspect of a side convention of one 
of the bar associations. The lawyer 
count at the various meetings of the 
contract negotiating committee meet- 
ings never came to less than five. 

Other counsellors occasionally con- 
tributed an opinion, but the official 
coterie of if-and-or interpreters con- 
sisted of Sol A. Rosenblatt and Sam 
Jaffer, retained by the negotiating 
committee; Sidney Kaye, CBS staff 
attorney; Gardner Prime, of NBC’s 
legal staff, and George Norton, of 
WAVE, Louisville, who doubled as 
another law adviser to the commit- 
tee. 


KIRO’S DISC-THROWING 


Seattle Station, Newly Network, 
Unloads Via Athletic Contest 











Seattle, Oct. 12. 

Seattle will witness a wax pancake 
throwing contest. Those in charge 
of the affair said they thought a 
world record for an event of this 
kind might be claimed. 

KIERO, which has been a record 
station, with some local talent at 
intervals, has accumulated one of 
the largest record libraries in this 
section. With the station going Co- 
lumbia, and no need for thousands 
of discs, ‘Tubby’ Quilliam, manager, 
suggested a throwing contest from 
the roof of the Cobb building, one 
of Seattle’s skyscrapers facing the 
Puget Sound six blocks away. As 
the studio is located in this building, 
the pancakes will be taken up on the 
elevators and the judges will award 
suitable prizes to the persons fling- 
ing the discs toward the Sound. 

Variety's Seattle representative is 
to referee. 





Russ Hodges’ Sports Siege 
Chicago, Oct. 12. 


Addition of a 30-minute daily 


period of racing from Sportsman’s | 


Park to the WIND schedule gives 
Russ Hodges five and a half hours a 
day on the air five days a week, plus 
Saturday and Sunday football. 
Station carried city series, racing, 
race results, rebroadcast of world 


series games and sports commentary. | 


Most of it’s sponsored, 
isn’t squawking. 


so Hodges 





Roy Maypole Joins WCFL 
Chicago, Oct. 12. 
Roy Maypole added to WCFL, 


Labor station, staff as announcer to | 
handle special events program with | 


Ed Burke. Station planning to go 
in more for stunts and events with 
the coming power increase to 50,000 
watts. 

Maypole was formerly 
Affiliated regional net, and WHBF, 
Rock Island. 


with NBC, | 


| MRS. HAYMOND PROTESTS 


| 
| 





| Visitors Were Outraging KMO’s New 
Studio Decor 





Tacoma, Oct. 12. 

Visitors to KMCG-s new studios 
here were breaking Mrs. Carl Hay- 
/mond’s heart the way they tossed 
| around lighted cigarettes on the new 
| furnishings. When a gal buried one 
in the new carpet the station own- 
| er’s missus urged a station ‘no smok- 
| ing’ rule. 

Management was dubious about 
enforcement, but everybody seems to 
| obey. If they burn anything now 


| it’s their own pockets. 


SRD CONVENTION 
IN YEAR FOR 
N.A.B. 


A reprieve for the N.A.B. and a 
reorganization in January or Feb- 
ruary became the official sense of 
the present meeting in New York 
at the Tuesday session. Convention 
will make three within a year. It 
will be held in the middle west. Pos- 
sibly Cleveland. 

Meanwhile Mark Etheridge, Ed- 
ward Allen, Ed Craney, Walter 
Damm and John Shepard are a com- 
mittee of five to devise means and 
ways of reorganizing the trade assn. 

A new election in January, prob- 
able appointment of a salaried presi- 
dent, loomed. 














FINANCE NON-AFFILIATES 


Cash Aid From N. A. B. for Negoti- 
ations With AFM 

Lloyd Thomas of WROK, Rockford, 
as spokesman for the non-affiliates, 
did some nice footwork Tuesday af- 
ternoon to get the weary affiliates— 
the dominant .group—to okay the 
| financing of the negotiations of the 
‘indies with the AFM. 

Affiliates tried hard to get out of 
voting on that one. 
Money will come from N. A. B. 
treasury. 











Stromberg-Carlson Sets Exec. 

Rochester, Oct. 12. 
Lloyd Spencer, sales manager of 
Gross Sales Inc., New York and New 
England representatives of Strom- 
berg-Carlson company, has been 
named general sales manager of 
Stromberg-Carlson. Position has 
| been vacant since 1934 when George 
A. Scoville was advanced to vice- 

president and general manager. 

Radio and telephone divisions of 


the company have separate sales 
managers. 
' — —EE 

Frank Goodson, Operator KFXR, 
| Oklahoma City. latest to join ranks 


| of married. 


Finally okayed. | 


IERWISE ALM, 





Will Be Concluded with 


Musicians Union 





ARBITRATION 





By BEN BODEC 


day (Tuesday) among the more au- 
thoritative leaders of the 
that, regardless of whatever in- 
surgency might arise from the ranks 
of non-network affiliated stations, 
the crisis between broadcasting and 
the American Federation of Mu- 
Ssicians is over. These leaders ex- 
pressed themselves as equally confi- 
dent of a general endorsement of 
the AFM agreement, at least, in 
principle, before the adjournment of 
the convention of the radio indus- 
try which officially opened at the 
Waldorf Astoria hotel (N. Y.) yes- 
terday (Tuesday ). 

Sharp conflict of viewpoint and 
politicals between the present ad- 
ministration of the National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters and the vast 
majority of those composing the 
Independent Radio Networks Affili- 
ates was markedly evident in the 
maneuvers which preceded _ the 
opening of the general convention. 


The IRNA in an all-day session 
Monday (11) voted to accept the 
broad points of the agreement 





3 Busy Gents 


Johnny Gillin of WOW, 
Omaha, and Arthur Church of 
KMBC, Kansas City, have been 
notable for their strenuous ef- 
forts at the Waldorf to fore- 
stall the breaking up of the 
N.A.B. 

Sam Rosenbaum of WFIL, 
Philadelphia, has been one of 
the hardest workers in the ac- 
tual union dickerings and bick- 
erings. 








AS PREVAIL 


Firm conviction prevailed yester- | 


industry | 








worked out with the AFM, but in- 
structed its negotiating committee to 
prevail upon Joe Weber, AFM prez, 
to delete or revise certain clauses 
from the standard contract. 
Objections involve legalistic ele- 
ments which have caused consider- 
able qualms among the network af- 
filiated broadcasters. Also the refusal 
|of the AFM’s executive board to in- 
sert a clause granting individual sta- 
tions the right to arbitrate any dif- 
ference or grievances between them- 
selves and the AFM’s local branches. 
Policing the Biz 
It was the overwhelming senti- 
ment of the convened affiliates that 





which placed them in the involun- 


were not only arbitrary and im- 
damage suits under the Clayton Act. 
Under the terms of the agreement as 
it now stands no other obligations 





|tion’s obligation to the musicians’ 
union, 
agreement were deemed a violator 


| 


by the union any network or station | 


|} doing business with the alleged 
but to cut off all relations 

Affiliates felt that such breaches 
should be matters concerning the 
union only and that by making the 
whole chain of the industry respon- 


sible for its weakest links, the AFM 


that no one has before ever dared 
to apply to employer-employee re- 
lations. Idea, it was agreed, was 
neither equitable nor economically 
sound, 

It was generally believed among 
the affiliates that, since they have 
| approved the expenditure of $1,500,- 
000 more a year for musicians during 

(Continued on page 40) 





the clauses in the uniform contract | 
tary position of policing one another | 


practical but might expose them to} 


could take precedence over a sta- | 


If one party to the general | 


| miscreant would have no alternative | 


was seeking to introduce a pattern | 


ROLE ODIOU 








> 





| 


Favors Na 





Regardless of Action of | 
Non-Affiliates Industry 
Leaders Believe Terms 


ASCAP’S Own Paper 





ASCAP Journal has made its 
|| first appearance, new monthly 
|| house organ for the American 
| Society of Composers, Authors 


and Publishers. Obviously 
primed for goodwill propa- 
| ganda. 


| Several charts are included to 
indicate what happens to music 
when it’s plugged much on the 
air, in relation to sales. 











WARING - WDAS 
CASE HITS 
INDUSTRY 


| Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 
Radio stations cannot air records 
made by an orchestra without per- 
mission from that orchestra, Pennsy 
State Supreme Court ruled Friday 
(8) in 


much-debated question. Case con- 


cerns Fred Waring effort to prohibit 
station WDAS here from using his 
discs. WDAS fight was taken up by 
| National Association of Broadcasters 
| when suit was started several years 
|ago. It was argued for them by for- 
|mer Attorney General William A. 
| Schnader here last spring. 

| Although the station derived no 
immediate profit from use of Waring 
| music, Justice Horace Stern’s opinion 











and was in active competish with | 
Waring and advertisers who might | 
desire to use his orch. 

NAB argued that by becoming a} 
member of National Association of | 
Performing Artists, Waring had au- 
tomatically assigned to that group 
whatever rights he may have had in 
the records, and therefore had no 
right to interfere. 

Decision stated that NAPA ‘un- 
doubtedly should have been a party 


consider Waring to be ‘identical’ in 
interest with it. 

Property rights claimed by stick- 
swisher ‘admittedly are not the sub- 
ject of protection’ under existing 
copyright laws, opinion stated, but 
‘reservations or _ restrictions 
posed by him’ on the reproduction 
of the waxings limited their use. 





} 


|said: ‘The problems never before 
| have been presented to an American 
|or English court.’ 


See Hedges’ NBC Return 


William S. Hedges, who recently 
resigned from WLW, Cincinnati, was 
reported yesterday (Tuesday) as 
slated to return to NBC in the post 
| of assistant to Frank Mason, v. p. in 





i 





| charge of station relations. 


| managed and operated stations be- 
fore he quit last spring to become 
| gen. mgr. of the Cincy outlet. 





KYW Feeds 20 to NBC 
Philadelphia, Oct. 12: 
Two more _ sustainers—bringing 
| total up to almost 20—being pumped 
now by KYW to NBC red. 


| organist, which started last Thurs- 
|day (7) and Carlile and London. 
|ivory duo, with Frances Carroll 
chirping, which preems today. 

Glen Snyder, WLS, Chicazo, 
around boosting Lambdin Kay. 
WSB, Atlanta, for the job of indus- 
try czar. 





sustaining lower court on | 


| 
said, it did get an indirect benefit, | 


to the suit,’ but that the court would | 


im- | 


Concerning the suit, Justice Stern | 


Hedges, who was manager of NBC, 


Latest additions are Arthur Hinett., | 


Tek Radio Frowns on Anti-ASCAP 


Proposal in State Legislature: 


tional Tactics Only 


+ sinning 


Opposition to an anti-ASCAP bill 
introduced in the Texas state legis- 
lation last week was voiced Monday 
(11) by a group of Texas broadcast- 
ers attending the general industry 
convention at the Waldorf-Astoria. 
Acting on the sentiment of this co- 
terie, O. L. Taylor, head of KGNC, 
Amarillo, and president of the 
Texas Broadcasters Association, 
wired the legislator responsible for 
the measure that his confreres were 
completely out of sympathy with 
any such law and that he would fa- 
vor the TRA by putting the thing 
on the shelf and forgetting about it. 
| Texas station men on hand at the 





convention expressed themselves as 
| amazed at the procedure. Idea of 
the bill had never been taken up 
with the regional association, nor, 
as far as it was known, had any one 
jin the group advocated its introduc- 
| tion. Feeling among them was that 
| nothing was to be gained by trying 
| to harass ASCAP through the pass- 
| age of local legislation, but that the 
whole copyright campaign should 
be confined to national or Congres- 
| sional pressure. 

| Measure, as introduced by Pen- 
| rose ‘B. Metcalf, representative from 
the San Angelo district, seeks to im- 
| pose a tax of 25% on the gross col- 
|lections made in Texas by any per- 
|son, organization, or corporation 
jacting for one of more copyright 
owners. 





MEDIA RECORDS 
“MAY LOG RADIO 





Media Records, Inc., tabulators of 
newspaper linage, mulling an idea 
whereby checks on ether time can 


| be tabulated for sale to stations, etc. 


Plan, not yet worked out nor more 
than tentatively broached to any- 
body, involves a system of keeping 
track of total station airings, both 
commercial and sustaining. Would 
be somewhat a la the logs now kept 
by broadcasters for FCC inspection, 
Media Records is currently hunting 
|for a feasible system to put this 
| scheme into operation. 





OFF THE LETTERHEAD 


|S. M. Aston Goes to Detroit in Re- 
| vamp of Rep Firm 











| Chicago, Oct. 12. 
Gene Furgason takes over top 
billing of the rep firm of Furgason 
| & Aston, with the station rep outfit 
| to be known in the future as Gene 
Furgason & Co. 
| §. M. Aston will head the Detroit 
territory, while James Wade and 
Pete Wasser head the New York 
eastern territory as vice-presidents. 
Bill Lintecum chiefs it in the Kancas 
City office. 








Latham Joins €. W. Hill 


Jack Latham quits as spot time 
vyuyer for Young & Rub:csm oat the 
cnd of this week to become a tant 
| to George Washington Hill, Jr., vp. 
|in charge of advertising for the 


| American Tobacco Co. 

Latham, who is also well known 
to the industry as a yachism:n, has 
been with Y&R for over five years. 


Ilantey Fill In at WBEM 


Chicazo, Oct. 12. 

Svecial events staff WBEM added 

1,22 } ley to act as J 1 H ng- 

ton’ observer during football 
pron 

| brother of Dick Hanley, for- 

irthwestern C n, and will 

to hold down his sales job 


tat E xX we 


ek days. 
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with IAN HUNTER * ZASU PITTS * LEO CARRILLO 
MARLA SHELTON « PAT PATERSON: JACK WHITE 
ELLA LOGAN - COLLETTE LYONS - SID SILVERS 


AL SHEAN ana KENNY BAKER 


Plus! A mad, merry galaxy of Entertainers that made 


52nd St ' 
HAROLD YOUNG = Screenplay reet famous! 


* Directed b 
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JACK OAKIE 
With Stuart Erwin, Raymond Hatten, 

William Austin, Helen Lynd, Kath- 

erine Kane, Harry Barris, Georgie 

Stoll’s Orch. 

30 Mins. 

CAMEL 

Tuesday, 9:30 P.M. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(William Esty) 

Grade of humor hasn’t been el- 
evated. Last year the program never 
found its legs for really hearty go- 
ing. Experiments were made, cast 
changes were fairly frequent, and 
the show often gave quite obvious 
evidences of being ‘in the works. 
All those factors negated it some- 
what for full audience appeal and 
grasp. 


Program is still, at this season's 
start, ‘promising.’ It’s an original 
enough idea and a fecund field for 


amplifications of entertainment via 
singers, choruses, comedy sequences | 
and stooges. That the program con- 
tinues never-arriving is a problem 
for the producers. 

Oakie, as the debt-dodging prexy, 
has a capable retinue of supporters 
in Stuart Erwin, as a corn-fed foot- 
baller similar and seemingly drawn 
on from the character he played in 
‘Pigskin Parade’ (20th); Helen Lynd 
as a femme straight; William Austin 
as a pontifical, science-spouting pro- 
fessor; Raymond Hatton as a harass- 
ing sheriff; Pat C. Flick as another 
stooge. Katherine Kane is a con- 
tralto blues bawler, Harry Barris a 


semi-scat swing singer. That’s a line- | 


up that can be worked on. 

Program caught last week (5) pre- 
sented such weak comedy bits that 
often the tag-lines were mumbled 
into their beards by the players as 
though they were ashamed of the 
material’s watery qualities, 

Fact ‘Oakie’s College’ precedes a 
half-hour of Benny Goodman and his 
orch, also under Camel sponsorship, 
should make the framers of the first 
program strive to hold the audience 
for the last half. Goodman has his 
following and he delivers, but there’s 
something in keeping those tuned in 
for the first portion holding to their 
dial-settings throughout to be claimed 
for the last half automatically when 
the Swing King and his crew of cats 
get into the groove. Bert. 


HOUSEBOAT HANNAH 
Transcriptions 

Mon. Through Fri., 9:45 a. m. 
PROCTER & GAMBLE’S LAVA 
Daily, 9:45 a. m. 

WGY, Schenectady 

(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 

Title suggests a lusty, earthy 
character, but as the discs untrack, 
‘Houseboat Hannah’ is a rather syn- 
thetic creation set among other 
dramatis personae in the type of 
sketch which has come to be con- 
sidered surefire with the average 
housewife-listener. Typical daytime 
cheap budget show. A thing possi- 
bly in ‘Houseboat Hannah's’ favor, 
as spotted here, is that it leads off 
the morning marathon of homey 
hoke. 

This one deals with the struggle be- 
tween Mrs. O'Leary, moving in from 
a houseboat, and hoity-toity women 
neighbors, determined to snub her 
and to protect their children from 
Hannah’s ‘witchlike’ influence. A 
one-armed husband, Dan, _ ithe 
O’Leary and neighbors’ youngsters, 
and friends of the O’Learys from the 
other side of the track (including 
Mrs. Pasquale, of Shantyfish road), 
figure in the action. A foregone con- 
clusion that the stout-hearted Han- 
nah will be able to match wits with 
her opponents and that heart throbs 
will be plentiful. 

Sketch starts slowly and not too 
clearly, on voice contrasts, until Mrs. 
O’Leary, Mrs. Pasquale and Dan 
come into the scene. Even then it 
is Jeisurely paced. Episode in which 
a little girl dissects her mother’s 
motives and tactics is psychologically 
unsound. Actress playing title role 
uses something of a ‘stave Irishman’s 
brogue,’ as does Dan. Real Emerald 
Islers will probably not feel flat- 
tered. 

Enisodes run 10 minutes. Rest of 
time taken to plug Lava, to explain 
previous action, and to space a piano 
signoff. Jaco. 





‘YOU DON’T SAY’ 

With Sid Walton 

Pronunciation Contest 

BARNEY’S CLOTHES, Inc. 

Thursuay, 9 P.M. 

WMCA, New York 
(Austen) 

Bigger audience would probably 
provide heartier laughs for this pro- 
nunciation contest. It’s another of 
the how-smart-are-you affairs which, 
along with spelling bees and other 
quizzes are now common on the air. 
Sid Walton, imported from Balti- 
more, is Mr. Wordmaster for this 
one, in which contestants are asked 
to pronounce correctly not over- 
difficult words. 

Program went on Sept. 
will continue nightly for 
until Xmas. 

Six syllabic twisters are selected 
by lot nightly from about 100 who 
show up at the studio. Only restric- 
tion is that they must live in the 
borough or suburban area for that 
night’s contest. Nightly winner gets 
a Burrus watch, weekly winner a 
Stromberg-Carlson and champ gets 
$100. 

Walter Kelley of Barney's ad de- 
artment is in charge, though Emil 
Mocul of the Avin Austen agency is 
given credit for the idea. Sam Brown 
is the announcer assigned by the 
station. 


20, and 
14 weeks 





GEORGE JESSEL 

With Dorothy McNulty, Norma Tal- 
madge, Amy Arnell and Tommy 
Tucker Trio, Tommy Tucker or- 
chestra, Eddie Cantor (guest), 
Josephine Starr, Edward Steven- 
son (guest) 

Variety-Comedy 

30 Mins. 

CRAWFORD CLOTHES 

Sunday, 6 p.m. 


| WOR-Mutual, New York 


(Redfield-Johnstone) 
Barring the error of putting 60 
minutes’ worth of material into half 
that space, this stanza sounded as 


| good on the opener (10) as anything 





| 
- 





|job from Sam Carleton. 


yet piped over the Mutual wires. 
Errors can easily be eliminated, be- 


'cause there’s good production for a 


backbone. And competition from the 


big chains at this time _ period 
|}amounts to only one first-line show 
—the Joe Penner opus. 

Commercial background of ‘30 


Minutes in Hollywood’ (label for the 


|series) is similar to the department 


store program on Mutual a couple 
of years ago. Which is to say that 
a lot of local sponsors cut their 
blurbs into a package sent around 
the web wires. In New York, 
Crawford clothes pay the bills. In 
Detroit it’s a brewery. And so 
forth.. Rocke Productions built the 
stanza and did much of the peddling, 
while Redfield-Johnstone acts as 
agency for everybody. 

Jessel, in his first full-length web 
assignment, gave a good account of 
himself backed by a fair scripting 
Same goes 
for Dorothy McNulty, his comic vis- 
a-vis. Jessel can plug a tag-line or 
a comedy twist with emphasis, while 
Dorothy McNulty comes as close to 
sounding like Gracie Allen as any 
femme on the web ether. Resem- 
blance, of course, is by way of a 
coincidence. 

Pattern of the program sounds like 
a hash of the Benny, Cantor and 
Burns-Allen shows. and this is the 
major weakness. Unscrambling the 
omelette should be the producer’s 
next task. There’s simply too much 
of everything. Jessel has a couple of 
stooges, one of whom is labeled 
‘Schlemiel’ in a hebe role which is 
too close in every respect to Benny’s 
Schlepperman. Singing of Josephine 
Starr, a seven-year-old kid, sizes up 
as one of Cantor’s prodigies. With 
the McNulty voice somewhat echo- 
ing Gracie Allen, the whole program 
too closely appr-aches a _ pot-pouri 
from NBC-CBS topnotch comedy. 

Remedy here is simply one of de- 
tail, rather than revamping a po- 
tentially able show in its entirety. 


| With half as many wheels, it would 


Another unfortunate turn in the 
opener was a fashion interview be- 
tween Norma Talmadge _ (Jessel’s 
wife) and Edward Stevenson (RKO 
i stylist). While the former had 
plenty of poise and a nice voice, the 
latter’s stuff aired as though he had 
a lily in his hand. Interlude any- 
way is one of those lah-de-dah 
things that would fit better in the 
wastebasket. If Norma Talmadge is 
to be on the show. she has the equip- 
ment for a legitimate role rather 
than phoney gab. 

Eddie Cantor came in for a brief, 
and okay, guest interlude (on the 
condition that Mutual not advance 
publicize his appearance). Tucker 
orchestra performed nicely, with 


¥ a much better clock. 








Tucker himself doing a bit of clown- 
ing. Sticking Josephine Starr into 
a spot where this infant had-to strain 
through the ‘Street Song’ from 
‘Naughty Marietta’ was nice show- 
off stuff, but it'll sound like cruelty 
to children to keep this up. For her 
age she ought to be assigned simpler 
stuff, now that the show-off is over. 
Edga. 


HAROLD BETTS 

Songs, Piano 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 12:45 p. m. 
WHN-WLW Line, New York 

Betts is an air vet, having been 
broadcasting a decade or more on a 
flock of stations, chiefly in the mid- 
west. WHN is now broadcasting 
him out of the Big Burg to the 
WLW-Line. 

It’s a mild, nationally standard 
sort of one-man program, with Betts 
pleasantly warbling to his own 
Steinway-stabbing. Dress-up is the 
song-travelog trick, with Betts an- 
nouncing visits to various parts of 
the country and warbling songs na- 
tive to and suggestive of the locales. 

When caught he was in the west- 
ern badlands, which, next to Dixie, 
are riper in material than any other 
spot in his broadcasting Baedeker. 
‘Home on Range’ and ‘Last Round- 
up,’ ete., served nicely. 


ARTHUR MARKEY 
Sports Commentator 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Daily, 715 p.m. 

WJAR, Providence, R. I. 

This one rates as a leader among 
the sports programs going over the 
local ether waves. Markey, sports 
editar of News-Tribune in Provi- 
dence for 14 years, is handling this 
job with breezy and refreshing style 
characteristic of his writing in sports 
column. Diction good, and comment 
is kept at a racy clip. 

Markey covers entire sport field of 
the day, interspersing his comment 
with items of interest to local fans. 
For the most, however, he makes 
observations on national happenirgs 





of a topical nature. Marc. 





Those Entrance Receptions 





audience applause. 





Several of the heavy sugar productions are wasting time and an- 
noying the rank and file of listeners with their Gaston-Alphonse stuff. 
Gotten so certain programs write the scripts to give the star, the lead- 
ing lady, the orchestra, the tenor, the announcer and each separate 
stooge an individual welcome, a deliberate pause to encourage studio 


Repeated week after week the build-up, while flattering to the 
performers, is not helping the show. 





Nor helping radio. 








MARY MARGARET McBRIDE 

Commentator 

15 Mins. 

MINUTE TAPIOCA 

M- W-F, 12 Noon 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 

When caught (11), the former 
newspaperwoman who came up in 
the world after a start on the Paris 
(Mo.) Mercury, concluded by offer- 
ing a recipe booklet to her listeners 
and said ‘please, please, please’ wri‘e 
in to me.’ 

That nicely describes the manner 
in which Miss McBride tries to 
please (better known as ‘Martha 
Dean’ when on WOR). Miss Mc- 
Bride might profitably find for her- 
self some ‘wrong’ to occasionally 
editorialize against; as is, her copy 
is sweet to an occasional danger of 
being cloying. And being so nice 
and complimentary and cheerful in 
her comments means her mentions 
—and they’re too frequent—of the 
product are too gooey, even for the 
ironing-board brigade. 

Commentator has a prime pair of 
pipes and a swell air personality 
and a swell record as a saleswoman. 
So it may be captious to emphasize 
as defects exaggerations which very 
likely are the essence of her success 
in peddling cookies. Bert. 








| Follow-Up Comments 


‘Night at the Inn’ on WCAE, Pitts- 
burgh, has wisely recognized need 
fo: comedv in half-hour show, with 
result that sketch describing the do- 
ings of the ‘Snaffles’ family has sup- 
planted the customary heavy drama- 
tization. Penned by Frank Siegel, 
skit has Carl Dozer, Stephanie Dia- 
mond and-Jimmy Fitzgerald, as Ed, 
Susie and Jimmy _ Snaffles, the 
plagued husband, dumb-dora wife 
and hard-boiled kid, respectively. 
It’s geared for laughs and introduc- 
tory idea had plenty of them, with 
gal getting the lion’s share with a 
voice that suggests Jane Ace and 
Gracie Allen without being an imi- 
tation of either. Opening adventure 
had to do with ‘Susie buying a set of 
books, only to have hubby discover 
that an insurance policy he had just 
purchased called for free delivery 
of same volumes. 

Cast seemed to be feeling its way 
around a bit in opener, but should 
come around and give Ojid Shay’s 
musical half-hour a much-needed 
laugh punch. 











Georgie Price has a corking switch 
on the amateur gag, using the ama- 
teur script writer as the focal point. 
It’s a free-for-all, the selected tyro 
authors contribing four minutes of 
comedy material. Instead of the 
gong, Price has a showmanly ‘groan’ 
(siren) as the hook. WOR offers a 
contract as a grand prize. Idea is 
new and novel and should help land 
Price a commercial. Show has been 
a Sunday night sustainer but is on 
a new Monday groove in view of 
Georgie Jessel’s new MBS regional 
commercial hitting N.Y. at the same 
Sunday hour, 6 p. m., from the Coast. 

Morton Gould’s orchestra is a 
zippy combination backing up Price 
whose expert manner of song sales- 
manship and_  ingratiatingly easy 
style of comedy should command 
commercial underwriting. Andrews 
Sisters are a new sister team in sup- 
port with their scat singing. 





RCA’s Magic Key program a 
week ago Sunday (3) cashed in 
heavily on up-to-the-minute news 
events by presenting recent French 
cinematic importation, Danielle Dar- 
rieux, enroute to Hollywood for 
Universal and a press interview by 
NBC’s own Linton Wells and N. Y. 
Times’ chief European correspon- 
dent, Frederick T. Birchall, between 
N. Y. and Geneva. 

If initial U.S. performance of Mlle. 
Darrieux is any gauge of what is 
to be expected in her film chores 
on this side then her chances of 
clicking are in the proverbial bag. 
In one French song she practically 
poured charm into the mike with an 
extremely light and altogether pleas- 
ant voice and manner. Sight unseen, 
she’s plenty oke and if her phiz 
matches her voice she’s a gem. Air 
break should help her in western 
ventures. 

Other interesting event 
in series of international gabs be- 
tween the two journalists. In analy- 
tical answers to Wells’ interrogations 
on European war situation, Birchall 
completely overshadowed the ques- 
tioner. 


was first 





Norman Terry, formerly with Oak- 
leigh French Advertising Agency 


newest addition to KSD, St. Louis 
Sales staff, 





d as & Lig - 7 
and the Laclede Gas & Light Co., is | and a novelty for the air, amidst the | 


| 


; WABC, New York 


‘accomplish its purpose. 





| 


‘bands, 


WE, THE PEOPLE 

With Gabriel Heatter, Mark Warnow 
Novelty 

30 Mins, 

SANKA COFFEE 

Thursday, 7.30 p.m. 


(Young & Rubicam) 


One of last season’s more success- 
ful samples of the novelty group re- 
turned last week (7) with but three} 
changes. Gabriel Heatter has re- 
placed Phillips Lord as the perma- 
nent m.c., it has an evening spot on | 
CBS instead of running Sunday) 
matinees over the NBC-blue and 
Mark Warnow has been brought in 
to bolster the incidental music. Gen- | 
eral Foods is still footing the bills, 
though Sanka coffee has been sub- 
stituted for Calumet Baking Pow- 
der for the plug alliance. | 


Standard of production is up to| 
that which prevailed for last season. | 
items dealing with human behavior, | 
adventure, opinion and whatnot are} 
skillfully fashioned for listener con- | 
sumption, with much restraint 
shown in not resorting to melodra- 
matics and others exaggerations for 
sensationalizing purposes. Good 
judgment is used in aligning the 
types of personal adventure exhibits 
with the result that tragedy, humor 
and curiosa are pretty well mixed. 


Initial program. dealt with the 
daredevil cameraman who had a 
narrow escape when his balloon 
stunt went awry, a woman who suf- 
fered a jail term because of mis- 
taken identity, a public library 
worker who finds the remarks of 
book borrowers amusing, an eye- 
witness of the Chicago Fire who 
knew Mrs, O’Leary’s cow, and an 
Idaho farmer who turned the mis- 
fortune of sinking terrain into aj 
sideshow promotion. Also a mem- 
ber of the Lost Battalion, who in 
sombre tones expatiated on the hor- 
ror of war and wound up with a 
plea for peace. 








| contestants 
| three like-sounding words, with rap- 
|idity predominated in the so-called 
|sames and grabbed most laughs and 


——— 


‘LET’S PLAY GAMES’ 
With Jane Martin 
Parlor Games Novelty 
15 Mins. 

VAPEX 

Friday, 3:45 p. m., EST 
WOR, New York 


Reminiscent of question-bee and 
spelling bee studio seances, even 
down to filling in missing stanzas 
of familiar songs and the cash 
prizes, this entry should provide 
some amusement for tunner-inners 
and the studio crowd. Smacks too 
much of these other predecessors to 
rate as A-l novelty. Jane Martin 
conducts the games and questioning 
with eclat, though perhaps a bit too 
school marmish at times. 

Tongue twisters, in which four 
were asked to repeat 


applause. Nearest to outright game 
was that of guessing from a definite 
description the object or person de- 
scribed. Awards go to those sending 
in’ best game ideas and $25 to prize 
competitor on broadcast. There’s 
also Miss Martin’s booklet on games 
if the box tops are sent in. 

For a small budget local show, 
however, this one is probably getting 
good value dollar for dollar on 
WOR. Wear. 


YOUTH PARADE 
With Jack Flynn 
15 Mins. 
BRESLAW BROTHERS 
Saturday, 8 a. m. 
WGY, Schnectady 
(Leighton & Nelson) 

Chain furniture outfit, which has 
made great strides through continu- 
ous use of radio on WGY since 1929, 
is sponsoring its first children’s pro- 
gram. Parade marches on same spot 
filled by a musical clock the other 
days of week. ‘Smiling Jack Flynn’ 
(Ed Flynn) drum majors the pro- 
cession. 

One caught did not move with 
quite the speed, the warmth and the 
human interest expected. Two slow- 
ing-up factors were the direct ad- 
vertising, and, more so, the repeated 
announcements on manner in which 
six to sixteeners can obtain an audi- 
tion. There were about four spiels 
of latter type. Took four minutes to 
get the Parade strutting. 

A fair array of talent came up to 
the mike, but too much cold studio 
atmosphere seemed to creep in, No 
applause for or by the kids, and lit- 
tle of that high-good-time spirit 
which should prevail. A small’ au- 
dience might send youngsters’ Spirits 
soaring. Best and longest bit was 


What dramatizations were inter-| harmonica plaving. solos and duets, 


polated proved fitting and well done. | 
Mark Warnow did aptly by the} 
musical selections, while Gabriel | 
Heatter just about filled the bill.| 
One plug interlude had Heatter giv-| 
ing personal testimony to the virtues 
of Sanka Coffee, while the other} 
was delivered by Harry Von Zell. | 
who stressed the lack of caffein and 
the non-insomnia producing quality 
of the brew. Odec. 





ZION VARIETY SHOW 

Music, Singing, Dramatized News 
30 Mins.—Local 

ZION NATIONAL SAUSAGE 
Monday, 7:30 p.m. 

WMCA, New York 


Designed to reach the ear of Jew- 
ish families, this new variety show 
has several new angles and should 
It will ap- 
peal to those counted on heaviest as 
consumers of the meat products ad- 
vertised because bulk of singing, 
choral work and quartets is in Yid- 
dish. Artists on program are sup- 
posed to come from the east side 
stage, with Abe Ellstein, native 
composer, credited with having 
participated in framing the broad- 
cast. 

What is announced as sort of Hebe 
‘March of Time’ consists of a weekly 
news dramatization of Jewish events. 
On premiere broadcast, new events | 
in Palestine, Hugo Black’s reference 
to his friendship with a Jewish resi- 
dent in the south and a sketchy 
handling of the butchers’ strike in 
N. Y. were included. All well en- 
acted though the latter event might 
well have been dropped considering 
the sponsorship and the manner in 
which the commercial was_ im- 
mediately rung in, 





Aside from several nicely blended 
voice combinations and such artists 
as Anna Faber, Bobby Miller and 
Oscar Julius, highlight of vocal 
work was the voice displaved by 
youngster Bobby Miller. Wear. 





JOSE ESCARPANTER 
Rhumba Orchestra 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WJZ-NBC, New York 
From a new Cuban nitery in mid- | 
town Manhattan, La Conga, comes 
one of the crack rhumba bands of 
the land, Jose Escarpanter. It’s little 
wonder the NBC is giving this} 
combo an ideal sustaining spot for a/ 
periodic series of broadcasts. 
Escarpanter sounds smooth and | 
ultra, assisted vocally by Hilda Sa-. 
lazar and Panchito, two femme vo- | 
calists. His tempos and rhythms are | 
very daiquiri, and the usage of the} 
odd conga drums (actually the jaw- | 
bones of a horse) is a new and un- 
usual effect for the radio. It’s a 
surefire b.o. builder for La Conga 


cavalcade of post-10 p.m. dance | 


Abel. | 


jin 


by Italian lads from Schenectady 
Boys’ Club. Return dates by pre- 
vious week’s winners—a boy singing 
to his guitar accompaniment and a 
seven-year-old girl warbling a pop. 
Two final mikers were older girls 
singing standard numbers, but their 
stays were brief. A minimum of ex- 
hibitionism among eight entertainers 
heard. 

Flynn, a clear-voiced chap, intro- 
duces juveniles and explains pro- 
cedure to secure an audition. He 
might strive for a more ‘fatherly’ 
approach. Two merchandise awards 
are dangled weekly. At end of eight 
weeks individual winners will com- 
pete for more valuable mans 

aco. 


‘THE FUN BUG’ 
Musie-Comedy 

30 Mins-Local 

Sunday, 1:00 P.M. 
BARNSDALL PETROLEUM 
KTUL, Tulsa, Oklahoma 


This local program is a credit to 
station. Compares favorably with 
programs of much bigger commu- 
nities, 

An orchestra, Colone! Courtesy as 
m.c., a tenor-bass group in a singing 
debate, an eight-year-dld_ singing 
youngster, adds up to nice program. 

‘The ‘Fun Bug’ stuff comes in with 
a musical bug who buzzes about and 
suddenly lights upon someone in the 
cast. generally in low spirits, where- 
upon that individual forgets his 
gloom and despondency and bursts 
forth into cheerful music or song, 
whichever the case may be. 

Generally, such programs overdo 
themselves to such an extent as to 
pall on the audience, but theres no 
such over-dose in this. Fair. 


| ‘SOUVENIRS’ 


With Mischa Kottler’s Melody Strings, 
Winifred Heidt, C. Herbert Peter- 
son, Wynn Wright, Rita Alcock 


| Music, Songs, Reminiscences 


30 Mins.—Local 


| Sustaining 
| Tuesday, 7:15 P.M. 
| WWJ, Detroit 


As one of WWJ's new-policy shows. 
which won't be moved from the 
7:15-7:45 p.m. daily bracket, regard- 
less of commercial prospects, ‘Souve- 
nirs’ ranks among station's better all- 
around shots. t’s been on ozore 
before, and returns with added 
sparkle. 

Although its appeal may be some- 
what limited, show is more than a 
pleasant relief from usual stuff. Built 
around Grandad and Nancy, en- 
acted by Wynn Wright and Rita Al- 
cock, respectively, and recalls the 
past with story’and song. Both turn 
meritorious work, especially 
Wright, who’s also show’s produce! 
and station’s production manager. | 

Old-time tunes by Mischa Kottler's 
Melody Strings, Soprans Winifred 

(Continued on page 53) 
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Mrs. Holt Organizes Chicago Actors; i REANIZES MIKE 


National Angle on Local Complaints MEN IN CHICAC 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

Governing Board for Chicago 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists local had first meeting Thursday 
(7) night, with Emily Holt flying in 
to attend. Board appointed commit- 
tees to investigate working condi- 
tions of members, and will make a 
plan for future wage and working 
agreements to be submitted and rati- 
fied by National Board and Chicago 
local. 

So far, AFRA has made no offi- 
cial agencies here; consequently, 
none of them has taken any official 


soon as the newly appointed com- 
mittee works out the policies and 
demands, and had them ratified by 
the National Board, those policies 
will be made known and put in 
force. 

According to AFRA regulations, 
the various locals will refer all com- 
plaints to the National council for 


handling, rather than try to enforce | 


them through local channels. It is 
not known as yet just where the 
National Council will be located 


ters will be in N. Y. 

Board of Chi local also scheduled 
a special open meeting for singers 
only, to be held tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) night. 





Stirton Joins Saphier 


James Stirton last week quit as 
talent-peddler at NBC Artist Service 
to take charge of the New York of- 
fice of James Saphier, talent man- 
ager. 

Saphier himself is on the Coast, 
taking care of that office himself. 


However, as} 


+ 





CHARGE WKRC, CINCY. Peget oe 
FIRED UNION-JOINER - Scetine Jucndiction One 


a Various Crafts Within 
| Cincinnati, Oct. 12. Broadcasting 

| A charge of discharging an em- aoe 

| ployee for union activities was filed 

| here Friday (8) against WKRC and RECONSIDERS 


|CBS with Phillip G. Phillips, re- | 
|gional director for the National 
| Labor Relations Board. 

| Mrs. Emily Holt, secretary of the 
American Federation of Radio Art-| , : 
ists, filed the charge. She claims Chicago local, American Federation 
that William Seymour, news writer, 
was discharged by WKRC after be- 
| ing active in forming the Cincy 
| chapter of the AFRA. Seymour re-| _ d eff : bia ing Sekt 8 

| ported that the station management | sound effects men as associate mem- 
| told him he was dismissed for a | bers of his musicians’ local. 

| mistake in writing. |} First group coming in with Pe- 
John McCormick, general manager trillo are some 28 employees of Co- 
|of WKRC, answered the charge with llumbia Broadcasting here 
| a statement that ‘the station’s agg . : 

is not to interfere with union ac- | and for whom the music union head 
tivities’ and added that he deferred|has already obtained 20% wage 
making staff changes which he had oosts. National Broadcasting Co. 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 


radio union situation by signaturing 


radio producers, announcers and 


System 





next. Petrillo is ignoring the 
| American Federation of Radio Art- 
j} ists as 


| he assumed his present office. 





; being a union of no im- 
Chicago, Oct. 12. portance. 
Henry Jaffee, head organizer for| AFM exec claims the AFRA 


American Federation of Radio| leadership is too inactive and is 
Artists, went to Cincinnati iast week | without sufficient organizing ex- 
to investigate Bill Seymour case. perience in the union field to be ca- 
pable of putting up a strong fight. 
Petrillo is convinced that it is nec- 
essary for him and his union to enter 
the radio employee picture to fore- 
stall any CIO activity in the field. 
Fears that if the CIO organized 
large groups of radio employees it 
| might take over the whole radio 





Milland’s Silver Date 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 


Ray Milland will do the Silver 
theatre playlet Nov. 21. 


Joan Fontaine is set for Nov. 28. 











James C. Petrillo, president of the | 


of Musicians, has stepped into the | 


: ; ‘ : jand I] E vil Janized | 
? be | under consideration since May, when | and Mutual men will be organized | 
but, in all probability, the headquar- | 














| 


| 


| 





Jurisdiction? 


American Federation of Radic 
Artists already has the AFL 
jurisdictional nod in the an- 
nouncer field and claims to have 
a large proportion of NBC an- 
nouncers organized. Ben Grauer, 
George Hicks, Nelson Case, 
Alan Kent and Robert Waldrop 
are members of the New York 
local board, while James Wall- 
ington is one of the national 
officers. AFRA also claims a 
large membership in the CBS 
and Mutual announcer ranks. 

American Guild of Radio An- 
nouncers and Producers, which 
Petrillo says is a CIO affiliate, 
has its largest announcer mem- 
bership in CBS. Ted Husing 
and David Ross are the best 
known. 























lineup by showing it had a major- 
|ity of radio employees under its 
| jurisdiction. 

| By stalling this move, Petrillo 
|feels he is protecting the AFM 
| jurisdiction in radio. He claims that 
ithe American Guild of Radio An- 
|nouncers and Producers is a CIO 
| affiliate despite the declaration of 
| Guild officials that it is an indie 
| group. 

| Chicago music 
| contacted 


union exec was 
by announcers at NBC 
about six months ago and was re- 
| quested to organize them, but at 
that time he declined. Since then 
the CIO activities have increased to 
such an extent that he has recon- 
sidered and stepped into the radio 
scene. 


;* 











Scrint Writer Loses Suit Charging 
Slander’ Through Gibbons Ad Libs 


Suit for $150,000 damage which 
aul seriptist, had brought 
Floyd Gibbons, Benton & 
and Colgate-Palmolive-Peet 
was dismissed by Justice Ferdinand 
Pecora nm Nae Court 
last week. In a lengthy decision the 
court expressed itself as unable te 
see wherein Locke had been slan- 
dered when Gibbons had departed 
from a continuity which Locke had 
written for him. 

Litigation stemmed from a broad- 
cast which Gibbons did as part of 
Colgate’s “True Adventures’ series 
Jan. 28, 1937. Locke charged that 
he had been engaged to prepare a 
script describing the disastrous ef- 
fects of the Ohio Valley flood around 
Cincinnati but that when Gibbons 
went on the air he gave the impres- 
sion that he was actually witnessing 


jclea 
OCR, 


Supreme 


i the scenes involved, 


Ruffner Gets Title 
Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Tiny Ruffner has been made a 
vice-president of the Ruthrauff & 
Ryan agency. 
West Coaster will stay here and 


supervise all western radio produc- 
tion for the agency. 








KOMA’S FOOTBALL RESUME 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 12. 
Wayman Ramsey, sports com- 
mentator for KOMA, is presenting a 
new Saturday night football broad- 
cast half-hour period in which scores 
and comments of the day’s games are 
given, 
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MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


Proudly Presents 
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‘The Premiere of the Year”’ 


SATURDAY 
OCTOBER 16TH 


Casino-on-the-Park 





In Person 


MR. RICHARD 


HIMBER 


and his 


ESSEX HOUSE ORCHESTRA 


In His First Hotel Appearance 
in Three Years 


Featuring 
STUART ALLEN 


Radio's Foremost Soloist 


= 
ALICE MARION 


Songstress Sophisticate 


a 
ADRIAN ROLLINI TRIO 





__ ESSEX HOUSE 
- 160 CENTRAL PARK SOUTH | 





























MR. RICHARD HIMBER and _ his 
Orchestra return to the LUCKY 
STRIKE “YOUR HIT PARADE” 
Saturday, December 25, over CBS 
from coast-to-coast, and is starred in 
a new PARAMOUNT SHORT com- 
pleted October 25th for nation-wide 
release. 


\ 





VINE STREET 
CROSSTALK 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Charlie Vanda and Jon Slott shar- 
ing the Carnegie prize award for 
Columbia’s (KNX) ‘White Fires,’ 
called one of the year’s best educa- 
tional dramas. 

Wynn Rocamara now hustling tal- 
ent: for NBC artists’ bureau. : 

Jack Albertson breezed in from 
the east for a few air chores and a 
visit with his sister, Mrs. Ken Eng- 
lund. 

Don Becker back at the Warners’ 
studio producing the audition show 
for Lucky Strikes. 

Jack Dolph, KNX exec, flew to 
Portland for the’ funeral of his 
brother, killed in an auto crash. 

Buddy Twiss and Joe Parker, NBC 











announcers, sold a quarter hour, 
twice weekly program. to Globe 
Mills. 


Tom McAvity and Jack Runyon 
moved their Lord & Thomas radio 
crew t. Hollywood boul quarters. 

Lewis Allen Weiss, Don Lee chief- 
tain, hopped east for the meeting of 
Mutual biggies and NAB confab. 

Rush Hughes doing his commen- 
tating in pictures after washing up 
on the air. He'll be seen and heard 
in Metro’s ‘Rosalie.’ 

Edward G. Robinson, now that 
he’s a Ruthrauff & Ryan air worker, 
took a guest shot on Al Jolson’s pro- 
gram Oct, 12, 

Don Martin in from Kansas City 
for a barker role at KMPC. 

Hal Block says that Hollywood is 
the land of optional illusions. 

John Conte doing the commer- 
cials for Grapenuts, his fourth week- 
ly payoff. 

Arthur Kemp and Paul Wilson 
prowling the Coast for Radio Sales. 

Tiny Ruffner met his match in 
Donald Cope, Showboat producer. 
Both dust out the dandruff six feet 
six inches above the turf. 

Atherton Hobler and F. B. Ryan, 
agency execs, passing a few days 
with their Coast operatives. 

Harry Maizlish back from New 
York with brief case bulging with 
new biz for KFWB. 

Sheilah Graham flew to Chicago to 
see what she can do about that 15- 
second wait on the Campana pro- 
gram. 

George Fischer being groomed for 





a new commercial by Lennen & 
Mitchell. 

O. B. Hanson, chief engineer for 
NBC, looking over the new studio 
site. 

Tom Revere trained back east on 
Benton & Bowles air biz. William 
Baker, Jr., in to take charge of the 
Hollywood office. 

Jean Hersholt signed for the new 
Standard Oil (vaseline) _ series, 
which debuts here next month. 

Katherine ‘Sugar’ Kane set for 13 
weeks as Camel Caravan thrush. 

Raymond Paige will don grease 
paint for Bobby Breen’s ‘Lucky 
Star.’ He also scores the film. 

Bing Crosby takes his Kraft music 
hall crew to Spokane Oct. 21 so he 
can receive degree from Gonzaga, 
his alma mater. 

Louise Squires and Harry Lang 
auditioning their script show for in- 
terested food account. 


CBS STRENGTHENS 
ITS FOREIGN END 


CBS has hired William L. Shirer, 
for ‘ign newspaper correspondent, as 
its Central European rep. He will 
work under Ed Morrow, CBS chief 
abroad. 

Shirer is w. k. in Germany and 
Austria and will headquarter in Vi- 
e na. CBS took him on because the 
network’s relations have been notably 
weak in the countries Shirer will 
operate in. Joe Goebbels, boss of 
Nazi propaganda, has_ repeatedly 



































nixed Columbia bids to shortwave to 
the U. S. special events. NBC has 
thus been scooping CBS, and the lat- 
ter wants to get in the swim. 





| Patrician Peek-a-Boo 
Chicago, Oct. 12. 


Patricia Ann Manners has been 
set with new Hollywood chatter pro- | 
gram for the Gay-Time frock com- 
panv here. 


Will do a weekly shot on WBBM. 


| Miss Manners is writing her own 
material, under the show tag of 
‘Pertinent Peeks by Peek-a-Boo,’ 


with the good notices differentiated 
from bad by Jabeling them ‘hisses’ 
and ‘kisses.’ Hits every Sunday 
afternoon, through the Hartman 
| agency. 








— 


Frank Braucher, Once Radio-Baiter, 
New Sales Boss at WOR, New York 





Ford Smart 





Widespread opinion of the 
broadcasting trade is that Ford 
and other sponsors were 
shrewd in passing up the 
World’s Series this year. As 
doped in advance it was a dull 
affair with few outstanding mo- 
ments and little enthusiasm be- 
cause of the second successive 
intra-city rivalry. 

Even the one game the Giants 
won offered radio listeners 
little. excitement. 


NBC-CBS PACT 
ON SALESMEN 
COLD? 


Long existent understanding be- 
tween NBC and Columbia against 
raiding each other’s sales staffs seems 
to be off. John H. Bachem, who has 
served NBC as a salesman and sales 
executive for the past six years, is 
going with CBS’ sales department. 
Under the old understanding a man 
had to be out six months before the 
other network would consider taking 
him on. 


Bachem’s last title was assistant to 
Roy Witmer, v.p. in charge of NBC 
sales, with the sales manager of the 
branch offices reporting to him di- 
rect. Prior to the entry of Ken 
Dyke into NBC, Bachem was eastern 
sales mgr. 


MANTLE LAMP 1ST OF 
CHI FEEDS TO LINE 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 
Inaugural of Mantle Lamp’s new 
weekly 15-minute series Friday (15) 
night will be first Chicago produced 
show for WLW-Line. 


Set by Presba, Fellers & Presba ad 
agency for WIND origination, show 
is to be called ‘Friendly Philosopher’ 
with talent list to include Homer 
Griffith, Phil Kalov quartet, and 
Leonard Smith, organist. 


Gene and Glenn at WOW 


Omaha, Oct, 12. 

Gene and Glen, who aired via 
cornbelt network last spring, are 
back in town headquartering at 
WOW for two week spell. Lined up 
for daily broadcast via WOW, and 
string of personal appearances in 
nearby towns. Ak-Sar-Ben sponsor- 
ing ether work as plug for annual 
horse show, Oct. 10-15. Duo will 
likewise climax stay here with p.a. 
show at the Ak Coliseum closing 
night of show. 


Booked solid on personals in near- 
by stix houses and making route as 
shuttle circuit dashing out from 
Omaha for each date, and returning 
for next broadcast. 

Team spent summer in Cleveland 
at Great Lakes Exposition. Now 
heading West for Coast connections. 


Status Quo at WLW 


Cincinnati, Oct. 12. 

WLW denied a rumor circulating 
through the trade over the past 
weekend that the superwatter was 
on the verge of resuming stockhold- 
ing and close programming relations 
with the Mutual Network. 

Fred Weber, Mutual gen. mgr., was 
in town to see Powel Crosley, Jr.. 
last Thursday. 
































Influx of ex-magazine salesmen, 
execs, etc. into radio got into the 
bigshot class on Monday (11) when 
WOR, New York, named Frank 
Braucher, formerly v.p. and director 
of the Crowell Publishing Co., as v.p, 
in charge of sales, Braucher takes 
up the reins next week. 

In the mag biz, Braucher was 
noted for his connections with two 
movements: (1) the fight, three 
years ago, of the big publishing 
houses against radio; and (2) his 
knowledge of the consumer protest 
groups. In neither of these cases 
did Braucher openly get on the piat- 
form, but in each instance he was 
prominently identified with behind- 
the-scenes maneuvers. 

Led the Attack 


In the mag-radio fracas, the fight 
was carried on under the aegis of 
the Periodical Publishers’ Associa- 
tion, of which Crowell Pub. was a 
member. Crowell’s salesmen, under 
Braucher, af that time made a to-do, 
like the salesmen of other publish- 
ing houses, against radio’s alleged 
phoney statistics. In the consumer 
smooth-over campaign, Braucher had 
close contact with the protestors 
through Anna Steese Richardson, 
Crowell’s emissary of goodwill and 
platform woman. 

Braucher had a rep in the mag 
biz for his sharpness as a contact 
man. Rumor in other publishing 
houses is that he quit Crowell when 
the Maxwell faction, with which he 
Was supposedly identified, was eased 
out of control by the Beck faction. 

Shift of Braucher into broadcast- 
ing accentuates an axiom that first- 
line radio salesmen are drawn from 
the ranks of magazines, at least 
more frequently than from the news- 
papers, Virtually every major rep 
house and chain has several ex-mag 
people on the peddling roster. 





George Tolin, KYA, San Francisco, 
is being used by the Associated Oil 
Company in between-halves com- 
mentary spots on some of its local 
gridiron broadcasts. 














It was declared at | 


the station that there was no ‘change’ | 


in its relationship with Mutual. 





Strouds Go Sanborn 


Stroud Twins have been added to 
the Chase & Sanborn program Sun- 
days from Hollywood. Go on this 
w:ek and run until the first of the 
year. 

Comics got their break recently on 
the Vallee show. Sammy Weisbord. 
of the Morris office, handling. 


ied States for the Price 
of One City 


i, —— 





HAIL, COLUMBIA! 


Now, WNBX offers the pro- 
grams of the Columbia Broad- 
casting System. 


This means more listeners for 
a station already heard regu- 
larly by 70‘%, of the popula- 
tion of Vermont and New 
Hampshire. 


A BIGGER audience, a BET- 
TER buy, than ever. 


The ONLY CBS outlet in Ver- 
mont or New Hampshire—the 
largest station in either State. 


WNBX 


SPRINGFIELD, VT. 
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PAYROLL JITTERS AT NBC 





—_—_—_—_—_— 








Radio Daffodils | 


Memphis.—Rev. C. E. Hurley advertises as follows: 
The broadcasting station: Heaven. 

The music: God’s love for man. 

The audience: Everyone. 

The static: Sin. 














New York City.—Phyllis Roque, for past four months vocalist at WHN, 
has been getting buildup from station p.a. Al Simon as the girl with 
radio’s most beautiful legs. Miss Roque new demands that publicity men- 
tion her voice. 





Washington—It is doubtful if Justice Hugo Black will acknowledge the 
following publicity telegram from Mark Warnow and Harry Salter: ‘Caught 
your act. Think you are wonderful, too.’ 





Seattle—Arthur Dailey, manager, announcer, salesman, bookkeeper, pro- 
duction manager, etc., of one-man station KEEN, after office hours relaxes 
at home with his short-wave set. 


Denver—In asking for a boost in power from 500 to 1,000 watts, Dr. Ray 
B. White, director, declared Pillar of Fire Church station KPOF, Denver, 
has ‘prevented suicides, welded broken families and has been a vital moral 
force in Colorado.’ 

Charlotte, N. C.—Proving something no doubt Clair Shadwell reports 
that a fan trapped in an overturned automobile killed time while awaifing 
rescue by listening, upside down, to WBT. 

New York City—Myra Kingsley, WOR astrologer, declares: ‘If radio per- 
formers would tell the truth about their ages their horoscopes would show 
up a lot better.’ 

Seattle—Four Bellboys, radio singing act, got 30 days in the local lock- 
up. Granted a request they demanded a copy of VARIETY. 





San Antonio—With the thermometer hovering in the 90's last week, one 
of the local radio station announcers was plugging local store advance of- 
ferings for Christmas. 


KMBC’s Artist Bureau 


Kansas City, Oct. 12. 





| Pittsburgh, imported to handle the 
ten-percent arrangement, 

Arthur Church station, KMBC, Only other local station with an 
has taken on an artists’ bureau. | artist's bureau is WHB and is 
Jimmie McConnell, late of KDKA, | handled by Charles Lee Adams. 


SUSTAINING COSTS 
DOWN TO 320,000 


Letouts in 





but 
on Sustaining Programs— 


ments, Particularly 


Causes Flurry of Specu- 
lation 


ECHOES 





In addition to putting through a 
| wholesale slashing of the personnel 
| payroll, NBC has undertaken to op- 
erate on a sustaining talent budget 
of $20,000 a month, exclusive of mu- 
sicians’ costs. Indications are that 
before the network’s latest economy 
campaign is brought to an end the 


NBC Artists Service. Among the 
letouts in this division were Ches- 
ter Stratton, Fred Niblo, Jack Pot- 
ter, Ernest Cutting, Ed Sickles, 
James Stirton and Al Cook. There 
were also several stenographers and 
clerks. Other departments that 
came in for wide clipping were 
statistical and cost accounting, while 
press and program are two on the 
proscription list which are slated to 
get a going over by Friday (15). 

Among those who drew the chalk- 
mark on the sustaining artists pay- 
roll were Jimmy Kempner and 
Carol Deis, while choral groups were 
practically eliminated. 

Speculation immediately w as 





Many Depart- | 








Radio Sponsors Reported Behind Play, 
But It's a Carefully Guarded Secret 





| aroused as to the motivation Two | Walter Craig, the radio producer 
were widely credited; (a) that the| wil) direct and present a legitimate 
;employment of such personages as stage show this fall. It’s called 
| Dr. James R. Angell and Arturo) «pornstorm, and was written by 
| Toscanini and expensive gestures to) o aon N ee ia tecietina ee 
education, etc., had thrown the|* on Noble, a banker of Detroit, 


payroll roster will have been 
slashed by 30%. 

Where the ax took its heaviest 
toll, from the salary angle, was the | 





operating budget out of line and (b) with little theatre experience via the 


that it was all preliminary to things| Players Club of the Motor City. 
happening to and within the NBC Craig refuses to divulge financial 


blue network. backing of the play or the officers 
NBC, in explaining the dismissals, | of the corporation putting up the 
holds that the company is now em-/jcoin. It is reported that a group of 
ploying in its New York office many |-radio sponsors are behind the pros- 
more than it did last year, even with |.pective production. Apparently the 
the grand total of 46 employees fired. | one thing they don't want is public 
Network also pooh-poohs any alarm | mention of the fact. 
that serious payroll fence-mending| No legit theatre, 
is being done. At the present time | cast has been sét. 


ie bate aed ae DO WE NEED OUR OWN 
TRIP BY NELSON HESSE 


firing is over, In the Radio City 
of Hesse & McCaf- 


office there are at present 1,222 on 
the payroll. 
, left for Hollywood Sunday (10) 
to make a preliminary survey be- 
Doty, was cut away. fore deciding whether to establish a 
G. B. McDermott, who had been | local office or turn over the Coast 
with NBC nearly seven years, and representation of H & McC acts to 
had been its national spot sales chief; another talent agency. 
in Chicago, was also shown the door, If Hesse elects to set up his own 
His duties will be taken over by Ken} branch he'll stay on the Coast for 
Carpenter, who also has official rat- | Several weeks, getting the project 
ing as top man of network sales in under way. 
the midwest. Witmer Clement, mem- = 
ber of the local sales staff, is also | 
out, 


opening date or 


Chicago, 

NBC last week suddenly, and 
without ceremony, dropped some 15 Nelson Hesse, 
persons from its payroll. Entire sta- | frey 
tistical department, headed by Carl 


Oct. 12. 





Charley 
back on 


Kerr, 
air with 


vet orch leader, 
daily show over 
WCAU, Philly. Kerr arranges, di- 
rects, announces, writes continuity 
and produces entire 15-minute daily 
show. 











Alfred ©. Rogers added to sales 
staff of KTOK, Oklahoma City, 
comes from Penn Tobacco Company. 























50,000 WATTS 














or business men who 
love the beautiful upward 


swing of a sales curve... 


CAV nae 


ROBERT A. STREET. Commercial Manager 
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SMITH-SEGAL DEFEND TACTICS IN NEW | 


REPLY TO F.C.C; 


Assert Innocence of Conniving—No Intent to De- 
ceive or Mislead—Various Charges Due for Venti- 


lation Oct. 19 


Washington, Oct. 12. 


Flat-footed denial of any intent 
to deceive or mislead the Federal 
Communications Commission by 
using dummy applicants was en- 


tered with the government body last 
week by Paul M. Segal and George 
S. Smith, 
neys, in answer to citation threaten- 
ing disbarment. 

In formal response to amended 


charges, two assailed lawyers testi- 
fied they were acting in good faith 


when_ representing Commercial 
Broadcasters, Inc., of Moorhead, 
Minn., Great Western Broadcasting | 


Association, Inc., of Utah, and Geral- 
dine Alberghane, of Pawtucket, R. 
I. Disclaimed any knowledge that 
their applicants were not acting on 
the level, repeating prior plea for 
dismissal of the charges, which are 
due for ventilation next Tuesday 
(19). 


Giving detailed explanation of 
their handling of the three addi- 
tional cases, the two barristers ad- 
mitted that in both the Great West- 
ern and the Commercial matters 
there was eventual plan to shift 
control of corporations to present 
licensees. In the Alberghane in- 
cident, they disclaimed any back- 
ground knowledge, insisting that 
they only acted as counsel after ar- 
rangements to file the application 
had been completed. 


Not Unethical 


Another denial that use of an 
artificial corporation to file construc- 
tion permit applications is unethical 
or illegal was made by the Segal- 
Smith team. Simultaneously they 
declared they never have taken ad- 
vantage of possibilities of hindering 
or obstructing rival applications and 
added refutations of prior charges 
growing out of their connections 
with Richard M. Casto, applicant 
for facilities at Johnson City, Tenn., 
and with Palmer Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, which wanted outlets at Lew- 
iston and Portland, Me., as well as 
in Wyoming. 


Detailed response to the charges 
eontained the following explanations: 


1, Commercial Broadcasters, Inc., 


, chartered in Delaware, 


prominent radio attor- | 








| 


was created 
at request of WDAY, Inc., Fargo, 
N. D., which asked in February, 1935, 
about possibilities of obtaining facili- 
ties at Moorhead, Minn. At client’s 
suggestion, applicant company, with | 
100 shares of no-par capital stock, 
was born, with papers signed by | 
E. C. Murphy, employee of the 
lawyers’ office. Application for 100- 
watt outlet on 13190 in the Min- 
nesota town was filed Feb. 26, 1935. 
Previously pending were two other 
pleas for same facilities, those of 
George B. Bairey, Valley City, 
N. D., filed Nov. 13, 1934; Robert 
K. Herbst, Fargo, N. D., filed 
Jan. 5, 1935. Nothing done by Com- 
mercial Broadcasters injured Bairey 
or Herbst, or interfered with sub- 


|sequent application of Roberts-Mc- 








Nab Hotel Co. for a 1310 plant at 
Jamestown, N. D. 


2. Great Western Broadcasting 


Association, another Delaware com- 
pany, was set up at the instance of 
Sidney S. Fox, principal owner of 
Intermountain Broadcasting Corp., 
which operates KDYL, Salt Lake 
City, as initial step toward pressing 
pleas for new 106 watters at Logan 
and Provo, Utah. Stock was regis- 
tered in hands of Helen R. Duvall, 
one of the Segal-Smith office staff. 
When hearing was held in January, 
1935, Examiner George H. Hill was 
informed of plan to shift the stock 
to Intermountain. Fact that appeal 
has been taken from Commish denial 
of both Great Western applications 
shows that Segal and Smith have 
acted in good faith, doing nothing to 
hurt rivals in the involved Utah 
scramble. 


3. Only Segal-Smith connection 
with the Alberghane case was ap- 
proval of the form of application for 
daytime station using 720 kc at Paw- 
tucket and formal entry as counsel 
in the matter. Attorneys said they 
did not prepare the application and 
in about three months they were in- 
formed of plan to drop the request 
which was not pressed at hearings 
this past summer. Nothing in this 
matter injured Bay State Broadcast- 
ing Co., which sought identical 
facilities for a Providence outlet. 

Giving the Commish further facts 
about Casto and Palmer Broadcast- 


DENY FIRM UNETHICAL’ 





| fide 


| son City, 








ing, which were mentioned in the 
original show-cause order, barristers 
said they still feel, after further in- 
tensive investigation, that they are 


not guilty of any improprieties 
in representing these applicants. 
Averred added probing confirms 


their belief that Casto was a bona 
applicant who intends to go 
through with plans to set up a John- 
Tenn., station. 
that the Commish once before heard 
complaint about Palmer and by re- 


Pointed out 


FLIRTING WITH CBS: 


REVERSE SURPRISE PARTY 


Surprise Party for Guest of Honor 
Overwhelms Miss Giles 








Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 

WFIL studio employes decided to 
give Gabber Vernon Crawford a sur- 
prise party for his birthday this 
week. Stymied for a site, they de- 
cided to use apartment of Music Di- 
rector Erva Giles. Guest-of-Honor 
Crawford and his guide arrived same 
time as Hostess Giles. 

Hostess fainted; Crawford 
| grinned. He knew about the 
prised party; she didn’t. 


WELT, NEW HAVEN, 


only 
sur- 








|fusing to dismiss this firm’s applica- 


tion tacitly once vassal of handling. 


KOL-KIRO, 
SEATTLE, OFF, 
ON CBS 


Seattle, Oct. 12. 
Although its contract w**h the net- 


work had until Dec. 31, 1937 to go, | 
KOL closed down its facilities to 
Columbia Sunday (10) and started 


carrying Mutual-Don Lee programs. 
CBS was prepared for the con- 
tingency with a line into KIRO, 
which was slated to take over from 
KOL Jan. 1. CBS programs clearing 
over KIRO early Sunday without a 
break in the service. 

KOL advised CBS several weeks 
ago of its intention to switch to 
Mutual. Columbia’s reply was a 
statement that any such move would 
be in violation of the contract be- 
tween CBS and KOL, with a copy 
of this letter being sent to Fred 
Weber, Mutual gen. mgr. In the ex- 
change between CBS and KOL there 
was also talk on the latter’s part via 
Attorney Kenneth Davis (now in 
New York) of bringing suit for 
damages against the network. Also a 
threat to cite KIRO in conspiracy 
litigation. 





Alan Scott Gulf-Backed 


Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 
Alan Scott, commentator of WFIL, 
Philly, went commercial last Mon- 
day. Airing Mondays through Fri- 
days for Gulf Refining at 10.30. 
Formerly heard sustaining at 7.30 
p. m. 
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and penetration. 


Mic higan Radio 


coverage with maximum density by 
virtue 


and Popularity. 


Not for nimrods—But for manu- 
facturers who want to “Spread 
Their Shot” and not lose density 









Network spreads 


of Home Station Location 


WRITE FOR MARKET 
AND COVERAGE DATA 


HUNTING SEASON 


IN MICHIGAN !!! 








8 Stations In 
Michigans 8 
Largest (ities 


WBCM [:: 
WFEDF The 
WJITM_ The 
WIBM Th 
WKZO The 
WELL The Only Station in Battic Creek 
WOOD-WASH [:,233,,5" 
WXYZ Key Station. Detroit 


Only Station in Bay Ct 
new 


Only Station in Flint 
Only Station in Larsing 
Only Station in Jackson 


Only Station in Kalamazoo 


tien in 


Operated Continuously —Just Like Coast to Coast Networks 





New Haven, Oct. 
of WELI joining 
system, if and when 
grants indie’s application for 
time, again noted when CBS fed 
| World’s Series to station. 


12. 
Co- 
FCC 


Probability 
lumbia 


has been held up pending solution 
of transmitter re-location problem. 

CBS has been hungering for a 
southern Connecticut vent ever since 
its former Bridgeport-New 
| outlet, WICC, hooked up with NBC- 
Blue last January. Network even got 
its Hartford basic rep, WDRC, to 


latter plan was withdrawn when 
WELI began its FCC negotiations. 

| Another Columbia possibility has 
been WBRY, Waterbury-New Haven 
full-time kilowatter up on the 1530 
band. Latter has asked FCC for 
boost to 5 kw., assuring plenty of 
coverage. However, WELI appears 
to be prior and, furthermore, 


close to jurisdiction of WDRC. 





WJR’S POLITICAL POLL 


Hires Students for Quiet House-to- 
House Stunt 








Detroit, Oct. 12. 

Poll prior to Detroit's mayoralty 
election last week, grabbed front- 
page banner splurges for WJR in 
local sheets day before election. 

traw vote was especially oppor- 
tune in view of frenzied interest in 
this year’s vote due to CIO’s an- 
|}nounced intention of taking over 
city’s government via a mayoralty 
and five council candidates. Poll, a 
house-to-house affair, was conducted 
on the q. t. for a month in 116 
scattered precincts. 

WIR hired 16 University of Detroit 
engineering students to make canvas, 
studes being paid on an hourly basis 
and repeated checks were made to 
confirm accuracy of poll. Total of 
22,040 votes were cast in the poll, 
and station issued a detailed printed 
summary showing probable winners, 
why and how. 





Verdi’s Forgotten Opera 


Broadcast in Vienna 
Vienna, Oct. 1. 


State Radio produced one of 
Verdi’s forgotten operas ‘Luise 
Miller,” which had its premiere in 


1849 in Naples, and never played 
since. . 

Professor Kabasta directed. Cast 
consisted of Alsen, Godin (state 
opera), Levko Atosch, Staeren and 
Maria Tauber, 

Opera was written shortly after 
‘La Traviata.’ 





Press Agent Excavates 





Schenectady, 
Construction of WGY’s new five- 
studio building has been retarded 
due to soil conditions encountered 
while excavating. Site is on the old 
Erie Canal bed, which had been 
filled in and engineers decided that | 
it would be necessary to sink 200 | 
foundation piles, 

All sorts of stuff has been dug up | 
by the steam shovel, including por- 
tions of old barges, 
money, etc. 
has made clicking publicity releases. 


Oct. 12. 





Bob Convey Makes Award 
St. Louis, Oct. 12. 


presented the annual KWK trophy 
service to the St. Louis Advertising | 


Club’ at a meeting of the ad club 
last week. Shatzman is a member | 





souri Pacific railroad company. 
At the same meeting Convey was 


of Governors of the club. 


full | 


Washing: | 
| ton action on 900-kilocycler’s request | 


Haven | 


apply for a New Haven booster, but | 


WBRY’s seat in Waterbury is pretty | 





Confederate | 
Finding of such curios | 





Robert Convey, president of KWK, | 


to Harry Shatzman for ‘outstanding | 


| 


of the publicity staff of the Mis- | 


} 


installed as a member of the Board! 


t 
‘ 


~ = 


Prelim Steps 
Taken in Chi 
Pedagog Setup 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 
Representatives of all Chicago sta- 
tions met in offices of Dr. William 
H. Johnson, superintendent of schools, 











last week to make plans for sys- 
tematic adult education by radio. 
Council to direct radio education 
was appointed. Headed by Harold 
Kent, principal of Prussing elemen- 
tary school, and Allan Miller of Uni- 


versity Broadcasting Council, and in- 
|cluding teachers representing each 
|} elementary school, and representa- 
| tives of each radio station, the coun- 
cil is to work out methods and sys- 
tems for the work. 

At next meeting, which is sched- 
| uled for Oct. 19, council will have a 
| skeletonized plan down on paper, 
| ready for presentation to Dr. John- 
son. With this in hand, Dr. Johnson 
| is to appear before the City Council 
with 
| office of radio director in 

cago Board of Education. 


NOT SURRENDERING 
ONE-BREATH BLURBS 


recommendations to create an 
the Chi- 








Oklahoma City, Oct. 12. 
One-breath chainbreak ads on 
local stations are here to stay, de- 


spite protests. Some squawks have 
been received at the chain stations 
from network advertisers to the 
plugs before and after chain pro- 
grams but unless more_ serious 
threats are forthcoming no action 
will probably be taken. 

| WKY and KOMA have thought 
| some of discarding the practice after 
six p.m. but have made no move to 
do so. KTOK and KFXR derive a 
goodly part of their revenue from 
one-breathers the latter not being 
network aligned. 

Trend for the present seems to go 
right ahead, ignoring any protests 
except to keep plugs down to a 
minimum. WKY ties in Pepsodent’s 
Amos-Andy cast with a local drug 
store blurb which often calls at- 
tention to the Pepsodent cast to 
follow. 


Tito Guizar Quits B. A. 


Tito Guizar left Buenos Aires Oct. 
8 by plane for Hollywood, where he 
reports to the Paramount lot for 
film work. 

Singer was down in B. A. for eight 
weeks, doubling between Radio El 
Mundo and the Cine Opera theatre. 
He returns again next year. 











WCAU Adds Talent 


Philadelphia, Oct, 12. 

WCAU has inked five new chirp- 
ers to terms for coming season. All 
to be aired over station exclusively. 
Set are Robert Grover, Margarie 
Dunn, Ann Gilpin, Craig Campbell 
and Junia Culbertson. 

Dornan Brothers and Mary, pipe 
trio, preemed coupla weeks ago and 
now on regular sked. 











Currently Writing 


JACK HALEY 
LOG CABIN SHOW 
In Hollywood 


NBC—Coast-to-Coast 
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uffalo, That Big Dramatic Script 
Town, Goes On to Bigger Scripts 


| 
Bingham, director of the local his- | 
| torical society and come up with a/| 
series of sketches about the Niagara 
frontier when redskins roamed the | 





Buffalo, Oct. 12. 
Locally produced drama is looking 
up. WGR, WKBW, WBEN and 
WEBR all putting the stress on as- plains. 


sorted emoting as the fali season | ‘The Mysterious Island,’ by Jules | 
gets under way. Prize package per- | bree has been adapted as a nine- 
7 y } €piso ay J ? 
haps is ‘And Now Goodbye,’ adapted | pis e Sunday night tidbit for 
aps | “f Porte WGR. Ardis Smith, dramatic critic 
from James Hilton's novel, rights to : : 
~ +i ¢ ,-. | Of The Times, and his wife, Kathryn, 
which have been acquired by Her-|-° : 
: ; i , ... | former Times radio editor, doing the 
bert Colin Rice, WGR-WKBW pro- : 3 
f d Rs: ; ing | Goctoring. When they finish this 
duction manager. Cast now being ; pron 
; law ean’ cesentation they'll get to work on ['wenty 
chosen 10F cme 4 . _| Thousand Leagues Under the Sea.’ 
WBEN and AE are stressing) rie County Bar Association is 
education in their dramas. ee planning another 13-week series of 
new Poe var gee djrector, hs aytns dramas telling what a good guy the 
Darrow, has aug up some plays ~llawyer is. Such a series was pre- 
: ‘ Iniver rw * 
pared at Ohio State University when | sented last fall and won nation-wide 
he served there. | ia x! oe Ped, |comment. Idea is to counteract some 
duced Monday nights under Ul- | of the bad rep lawyers have been 
on ter opps Rey one is a a | getting through stories about shy- | 
graphical sketch Of lamous person. | sters) ambulance chasers, etc. 
Newspaper tieup on this series in- Only delay now is getting some- 
cludes a_ picture-question game.}| body to do a script that will be sat- | 
Photo of the night’s hero is pub- | isfactory to the lawyers’ committee | 
lished, along with ten graduated | of ten. 
facts about his life, each succeeding | 
one more likely to give away his | 
| 
identity than the last. | 
If you can tell the name of the 
character from the photo, you grade | 








a FOS OP ers Minneapolis, Oct. 12. 
yoursell ty bos sgrnye pong: 7 Mid-West Recording, local makers 
No. a ite Seek 8 Se. ONS 90 On. | of electrical transcriptions, have fur- 
pe eee | nished Pontiac with what are be- 

| lieved to be the first one-minute 
| singing commercials to be used for 


Indian Lore Used 
WEBR is going in for historical 
drama. Actor-director Al Zink has 
gone into a huddle with Robert W. 








United States. ' 





Over-Eager Actors 





Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 

Plan being tried here by sev- 
eral stations of running own 
drama group or stock company 
from which to draw talent is a 
floparoo, claims WFIL.  Sta- 
tion declares it has learned by 
experience idea doesn’t work 
cut because most of talent is 
so amateurishly anxious, it’s 
continuously in production de- 
partment’s hair. 

Latest to attempt gag is WIP. 
It had about 900 applicants, it 
claimed, for its WIP Dramatic 
Association. About 50 were 
chosen. They’ll have first con- 
fab Saturday (16) to learn dra- 
matic work, scripting, sound ef- 
fects and production. 














WOR ADDS SPIELERS 


WITH ACHIEVEMENTS 


WOR, New York, this week took 


|} On pair of announcers in Herb Mor- 
| rison and Charley Godwin. 


Morrison came in for some fame 
last May via his eye-view recording 


of the Hindenburg disaster, when he | 
| _ - 7 
was sent to Lakehurst field by WLS, 
Chicago, to record a routine land- | 


ing of the airship. Godwin 
from WJSV, CBS-owned station in 
Washington, D. C. Mikeman was Co- 
lumbia presidential announcer for e 
year, intro’ing F.D.R. on CBS for his 
fireside chats. 





Mrs. Helen McCabe has been 


spot announcements throughout the | named secretary to Joseph W. Lee,| WMT broadcast a phone-relayed de- 


scription of the fire. 


manager KTOK, Oklahoma City. 





- 


| weekly. 


came | 


Radio Bingo Overloads Local Phees; 
Flourishes in Anti-Bank Nite Town 


’ 
vv 








NEWS IN RHYME 


Hartford, Oct. 12. 


Entire telephone system in Hart- 
ford and West Hartford thrown out 
of commish Friday (8) via over- 
loading caused by ‘K-Plan,’ new radio 
number game at WTHT. Estimated 
Philadelphia, Oct. 12. that minimum of 27,000 calls at- 


WCAU, Philly, Launching Six Local 
Programs This Week 


—. 











Six new 


shows set for WCAU|tempted to station in connection 
ether starting this week. Include | With 15-minute aerial version of 
‘Singing Parson,’ twice weekly; Bingo. 


‘Golden Music,’ with new house band Southern New England Telephone 
directed by Bob Golden, twice week- | Co. filed complaint with Hammer 
ly; ‘Get Going,’ afternoon agency, representing sponsor, Kay 
with Larry Vincent, Kitty Jewelry Co., with new phone set-up 
Marjorie Dunn, Dan ordered for first trial Monday (11), 
house band. ‘K-Plan,’ strictly for local con- 

‘Pepper Rhymes the News,’ will | sumption because of limitation to 
have newscasts in rhyme three times | Single telephone system, geared to 
a week with orch and soloists. Con- | Phone numbers of subscriber-listen- 
tinentals Orch, with Don Bovay and | ers. Announcer reads series of digits, 
Robert Grover will be on twice | and string coinciding with telephone 
Charles P. Shoffner will do | Number means free prizes (merchan- 
‘Topics in Season.’ | dise) for first ones calling in with 


good news. 
WMT’s Fire Loss 


reviews 
Cooper, 


Kelly and 








Complaints from listeners who 
can’t participate in three-a-week 
| bonanzas because they have no tele- 
aati |phone augmented by criticism of 
i those who object to games of chance. 
Waterloo, Ia., Oct. 12. \" Sette Aalaseasine angle is that 
WMT Little Theatre was destroyed | ,,° ; bat 4 , 
; ; rere | Hartford county’s officia) attitude 

when the industrial exhibition build- | See ' 
ing at the Dairy Cattle Congress has been Connecticut’s toughest to- 
burned last wauie Pike soe eatin | ward Bank Night, Bingo, etc. WTHT 
= : . aaa a is owned by Hartford Times, which 





much engineering equipment be- ; 
: | gave number game plenty of ad- 
longing to the station. | © 8 E 
| | vance, 
Though every show § scheduled | 
from the congress went off the air, 
Charlie Haaser newscaster at 


WTHT, Hartford, 
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Studio Famine Grips H wood: Chains 
In Huge Dither, All Sites Snapped Up 





Hollywood, Oct. 12. 


As if there weren’t enough head-| 


aches in this mushrooming radio vil- 
lage, up jumps another one that 
really has the boys frowning. It’s 
the small matter of where to broad- 
cast from. Months ago the network 
and agency biggies knew what was 


| 

coming but did nothing about it.| 

Deluge was definitely rolling this| 

way but the dike builders were look- | 
ing out the window. 

Take the case of National Broad-| 

casting. They knew their Sunday} 


sghedule would be a frightful mess, | 


’ - " « ~ ; 7 = ' ; - ¢ as 
and try as Don Gilman, Coast chief,| seats to accommodate the George | biz slant. Has 


would to remedy the chaotie condi-| 
tion before the shows started barg-| 
ing in he couldn’t ruffle the painful | 
dignity of New York. 

His first move to alleviate the| 
travail to come was a tieing up of 
the new studios erected by Warners 
on their Sunset boulevard lot. So 
far so good. Then came news of the 
Metro-Maxwell House deal and the 
worrying started in earnest. Where 
to put it? Gilman got busy at once, 
but met failure at every turn. Hol- 
lywood Playhouse, under lease to 
Federal Theatre Project, was avaii- 
able but treasury department heads 
in Washington insisted that signoff 
must carry tag that show originates 
in a Federal theatre. That killed the 


deal quick. 
Another Goes Cold 
Next Gilman turned to Henry 


Duffy’s El Capitan theatre, currently 
shuttered. Sure they’ll deal — on a 
long term lease. That was out, too, 
for NBC needed a studio for the 
MG colossal only until that time 
that the picture outfit built their 
own on the Culver City lot. Now 
Gilman doesn’t know which way to 
turn. Hollywood spots are all taken, 
the rival chain, Columbia, having 
four of the choice sites sewed up. 
Columbia’s Don Thornburgh also 
has his troubles, even with four 
houses at his command. When Phil 
Baker let out a yelp after one airing 
from the funereal downtown Fi- 
gueroa Playhouse he really dumped 
a problem in the Coast chief’s lap. 
Some bright youngster remembered 
that KEHE has a fine studio with 300 
seats. Thornburgh got busy. Along 
about the same time it dawned on 
NBC that here is something which 
has too long been overlooked. Net 
result is that both chains are using 
the spot for Sunday transconti- 


|Family’ in 








nentals. NBC spotted its ‘One Man’s 


the organ auditorium. 
Beker took the big studio. 


Called Out at Home 
Harry Maizlish, KFWB manager, 


| found himself in the hole after turn- | 


ing over his two studios to NBC 


of one of his own commercials, Sun- 
set Oil variety show. By adroit} 
manipulating he planted the gang in| 
Fig Playhouse. 

Mutual wasn’t altogether in the | 


clear on the housing condition and | 
struck a deal with Fox-West Coast | 
for their Filmarte theatre with 800) 
Jessel opus. 

Some wag suggested that NBC go| 
under canvas with the Metro-Max-| 
well House show. Don Gilman didn’t | 
laugh when the crack was made—|! 
that’s how serious it is. 





Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

NBC has taken over the El Cap- 
itan theatre on a short term lease 
to use as a radio playhouse for Coast | 
emanating shows. 
and Maxwell House program 
other transcontinentals will be 
cated in the Capitan. 

Turn to radio of Henry Duffy house 
leaves Hollywood with only a single 
legiter. 


and 
lo- 


dozen years but last season failed to 
clear the red line and shuttered for 
several months. Duffy took no 
chances this year and let out at an 
assured rental. 





MORE REXALL PLATTERS 


Two New Series of Recorded Shows 
Plug Special Sales 








Rexall through Street & Finney 
agency will augment its twice-a- 
year schedule for one-cent sales with 
two further series of transcriptions 
to ballyhoo ‘birthday sales.’ First 
hits in February. 

Practice has been for some years 
to wax five 15-minute programs for 
each specific occasion, Walter Craig 
will continue to produce. In all there 
will be 20 quarter hours for con- 
centrated placement on four seasonal 


points. 
Don Ross, Don Vorhees, Walter 
Cassell and Willie Morris will cut 


the birthday series at RCA, New 
York, early in December. 





FURNITURE STORES SPEND 
MORE MONEY WITH KLZ! 


@ Denver furniture stores, 


partment 
ing, 


jewelry stores all 


de- 
cloth- 


ready-to-wear and 


stores, men’s 
ladies’ 


spend more 


money with KLZ than with any 


other station 


and 


- « « for the one 


only reason retailers can 


consider: 


1A serves 


Under Management Affiliated with WKY, Oklahoma City and the Oklahoma 


Publishing Company @ Representative-E. Katz Special Advertising 


Agency 


| WSOC has new 


New Metro show | 


The Ei Capitan was a con- | 
sistent money maker for the past | 





Boo! 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 

Who’s afraid of the big, bad 
mike? Sid Skolsky, for one, is. 

So as to steel himself against 
the mental ogre, Bromo chat- 
terer buries himself in a huge, 
over-stuffed chair, has-a goose- 
necked mike warped around so 
it falls just off his lower lip 
and reads his script from a 
music stand. 

















|and had to cast about to take care| DORA MAUGHAM AS | 
RADIO TALENT AGENT} 


| Slated to start on Nov. 1, 


vet vaude and 
has joined the 
It’s her first 
headliner for 


Dora Maugham, 
cafe single-woman, 
Harry Bestry agency. 
been 


years. 
Songstress 
by Bestry to radio. 


is selling acts repped | 





Wrii-cn te Order 
Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 12. 
sustainer called, 
‘What’s the Name of the Song?’ 
Byron Smith is announcer vocalist, | 
and Clemmie Reid, is pianist and | 





| singer. | 


They offer to concoct original | 
songs for anyone who will send in 


a suggested title, lyric or melody. 





Policeman Role | 





} 





(Continued ffom page 31) 





ithe next two years and have agreed | 
to the formula for apportioning this | 
money among them, the AFM board | 
will be inclined to compromise on 
lthe objectionable features of the 
standard contract. 

$15-or-Under Exempt 

AFM’s general agreement totally 
exempts from having to employ mu- 
sicians those stations whose quarter 
hour rate is $15 or less. This, it is 
estimated, will remove some 100 sta- 
tions from the AFM’s reach. Quite a 
number of the small non-affiliates on 
gathering for the industry meeting 
expressed themselves as not worried 
in the least by the threat of a strike. 
They pointed out that any pressure 
attempted by the AFM against them 
would prove futile in their localities 
as their communities were pretty 
much isolated from either industrial 
activity or union sympathy. 

It was the opinion of the network 
affiliates that the AFM should not 
expect them to exert pressure on 
the non-affiliates in the matter of 
lacceptance of the AFM _ general 
agreement or uniform contract. Nor 
should the affiliates be penalized for 
anything the non-affiliates refused to 
do. The AFM will have achieved its 
major objective by getting 3,000 more 
musicians employed by the networks 
and affiliated stations. 

AFM has other means of ‘getting 
at’ the unreconcilables, such as cut- 
ting off their supply of transcribed 
program libraries and commercial 
shows. Once it has settled with the 
networks and the affiliates on the 
issue of increased employment the 
musicians’ international should, it is 
argued, be willing to assume the en- 
tire burden of getting the rest of the 
industry into line. 

Committee which took part in the 
negotiating of the deal with the 
|}union and also the development of 
|a formula for apportioning the $1,- 
500,000 -consisted of Samuel Rosen- 
baum, WFIL, Philadelphia; Mark 
Etheridge, WHAS, Louisville; L. B. 
Wilson, WCKY, Covington; Ed Craig, 
WSM, Nashville; Emil Gough, Hearst 
Radio, Inc., and John Shepard, Yan- 
kee Network. 

IRNA’s negotiating committee 
won't beable to do anything toward 
carrying out the instructions of the 
group until next Monday (17) when 
Weber is slated to return from Den- 
ver where he is attending the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor convention. 
It is on this same date that he is 
scheduled to meet with the manu- 
facturers of phonograph records and 
transcriptions and advise them as to 
pee procedure they would have to 

follow in servicing radio stations. 











| Latter meeting will undoubtedly be 





Shanghaied 


————it 


Transmitter 





Despite U. S. Attachment, 
XERB Woes 


It Winds Up in Mexico— 





BESS JOHNSON TO N. Y. 


Lady Esther Will Be Missing From 
Cosmetic Commercials 





Chicago, Oct. 12. 

Bess Johnson, who has been do- 
ing ‘Lady Esther’ and “Today’s Chil- 
dren,’ goes east for a new show 
under the 
eye of the Benton & Bowles agency. 

According to present plans there 
will no longer be any ‘Lady Esther’ 
on the cosmetic show, with Basil 
Loughrane, radio producer for Lord 
& Thomas, scheduled to handle the 


| former Lady Esther announcements. 





Sleeping Sickness Of . 
Participant Keeps ‘Hobby’ 
Director Wide Awake 


Tom Keating, chronic sufferer from 


ness and a participant on premiere 
program of Dave Elman’s ‘Hobby 
Lobby’ series on CBS and WOR, 
which sarted Oct. 6, almost bolaxed 
the first show on CBS, and was 
dropped from the repeat broadcast 
at WOR when overcome with a last- 
minute _ spell. A standby actor 
stepped into the hobbyist’s role when 
his undisclosed illness bettered him. 

Director wasn’t apprised of Keat- 
ing’s condition until too late in the 
day to alter arrangements. How- 
ever, a standby was kept ready when 
it was learned that Keating went off 
into a deep sleep several times daily 
with little or no warning. Actor 
was kept handy from 5 p. m. until 
rebroadcast, and fitted in on the 
latter after Keating's ill-timed sec- 
ond collapse. 

Two hours before first show was 
aired at 7:15, Keating went into a 
coma and was placed in a studio 
rest room. Emergency actor was 
summoned but not used when Keat- 
ing came to 20 minutes before the 
show was skedded and insisted on 
going on. He jumped to the mike 
when his turn came before anyone 
could stop him, and finished his bit 
as a ‘proverb debunker.’ 

On the repeater at WOR at 10:30 
p. m. he went off again 20 minutes 
before the broadcast and remained 
sleeping for about one hour and a 
half, during which the sub was uSh- 
ered into his role, but not before 
director Elman was a nervous wreck 
from tenseness of situation. 


FELIX CAIGNET TAKES 
CUBAN SHOW TO B. A. 


Havana, Oct. 12. 

Felix Caignet, writer of the Chan 
Li Po radio mystery series recently 
sponsored by Palmolive-Peet and 
Bristol-Myers in Cuba, leaves Ha- 
vana next week to journey to Bue- 
nos Aires, where his program will 
be aired over Radio El Mundo for 
Bristol-Myers’ Ipana products. Ini- 
tial contract calls for eight weeks, 
and may be extended. 

Program is an air counterpart of 
the Charlie Chan film series, in 
which the identity of the title role 
actor is kept secret. Agreement with 
Bristol-Myers calls for hush-hush on 
name. Two-man team built up tre- 
mendous rep in Cuba before being 
taken for the S. A. market. It was 
heard in Cuba for three years. 











Kapner te Get Married 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 
Leonard J. Kapner, manager of 
WCAE, Hearst station here, and 
Dorothy Yelig, music librarian, have 
just announced their engagement. 
They'll be married in New York 
on Thanksgiving Day at the Little 





' postponed, 


Church Around the Corner. 


vv 


Los Angeles, Oct, 12. 

Station XERB, which was to origi- 
nate in Hollyrood, remote control 
below the Mexican border, and then 
blast back to 11 western states with 
the aid of a 100,000 kilowatts, may do 
so after all. 

Station was first scheduled to take 
the air Oct. 1, but got into money 
troubles. Harry Kronick and Fog- 
horn Murphy got an attachment on 
XERB’s equipment in Los Angeles 
and the court appointed a receiver 
who in turn appointed the VU. S 
marshal to guard the equipment 
which was in a storehouse on Long 
Beach boulevard. The marshal had 
the stuff under guard until the issues 
were settled in court. 

Among the items was a transmit- 
ter worth $34,000 and Kronick and 
Murphy had that sewed up as tight 
as a bathing suit. 

Mexican group figured that U. S. 
marshal and sheriffs are even dis- 
posed to doze on Sundays and 
skipped across the border, raced to 


intermittent attacks of sleeping sick- Los Angeles and rustled the trans- 


mitter out of the storehouse. Before 
any Americanos could discover the 
loss the gay caballeros had sneaked 
across the border with the trans- 
mitter. 

Kronick and Murphy have called 
in everybody from G-Men to Texas 
Rangers to get back the transmitter 
or else, but with the good neighbor 
policy in the’ saddle in Washington 
counter-border raids and reprisals 
seem out. 


M’DOUGALL & WEISS 
FORM AGENCY BIZ 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 
Two resignations from the local 
Henri, Hurst & McDonald agency 
result in the establishment of the 
new advertising agency of Mc- 





agency are Charles H. McDougall, 
who was vice president in charge 
of creative work, and Ed H. Weiss, 
vice president as account exec and 
radio department chief. 

Having opened agency offices in 
the Wrigley building here, with New 
York quarters to be established be- 
fore the first of the year. 


Doris Havens Breaks Leg 


Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 

Doris Havens, staff organist at 
WCALJU, seriously injured in an auto 
accident on the Main Line Sunday 
night. She is in Bryn Mawr hospital 
with a broken leg and severe lacera- 
tions of face. 

Injuries throw WCAU sked con- 
siderably out of kelter, as Miss 
Havens was playing six Ben Alley 
shows a week and was set to begin 
a new series of daily morning pro- 
grams Monday. She was married 
just three weeks ago. 


(a 


COUNT 
MOST 








Montreal 


NBC 
Red and 








Dougall & Weiss. Partners in the: 











Chosen by “Variety” as 
NEW YORK’S 
NO. 1 SHOWMANSHIP 


ie) 


W775 





STATION 


DIA 





Ll 1010 


} 
| 
} 
(- 


E NEW Y 











a, 


Affiliated 


ORK MARKET 


with Loew's 


Theatres and the Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer Studios 


1 BR 
N YO 


ADW 
K 


AY 
CITY 


a ee 4— 


By emt 




















~~ “a 


o~ 





7: October 13, 1937 


RADIO 











Domestic Hinter McBride Spends $400 
Weekly for Traveling ‘Advance Agents’ 





In order to overcome the lethargy 
of radio editors and publicity sources 
generally to a daytime program, 


Stella Karn is sending out two trav- 
eling representatives to whoop up 
interest in the Mary Margaret Mc- 
Bride program for general foods 


over CBS. Mary Van Slyke is now 


on the road. A second woman will 
leave in a week. 

Plan is modelled after 
mate theatre touring 
which have agents out 


the legiti- 
companies 


depending on the size of the city will 
be devoted to each “f the 57 cities 
in which t! e General Foods program 
is released. 

Heretofore limited to WOR, New 
York, and broadcasting under the 
nom de station of Martha Deane, the 
householder hinter is budgeting over 
$400 weekly for the road build-up. 
Neither the sponsor nor the agency 
contribute to this 
tion sages. 


PCSTEUMOUS GERSHWIN. 
SCHEDULED FOR OCT. 17 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Chase & Sanborn broadcast of Oct. 
17 will air for the first time two 
numbers written by the late George 


Gershwin for RKO’s ‘Damsel in Dis- | 


tress.’ 
Posthumous songs are ‘Nice Work ; 
If You Can Get It’ and ‘Foggy Day.’ 





Emerson Smith to Reno 


Omaha, Oct. 12. 

Emerson Smith, former KOIL an- 
nouncer and news man, dropped in 
at studios during layover between 
trains. Heading for Reno to join 
staff of KOH, managed by Wally 
Warren, also formerly of KOIL. 

Spring and summer Smith has 
been in radio at Manitowoc, Wis., 
and Dubuque, Ia. 








! in advance. | Transamerican, Intercity and Yankee. | 
As with the legits one or two days | 


special exploita- | 


POLYGAMOUS WFIL 


Carrying on Romances With Six 
Networks Simultaneously 








Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 
As soon as it can straighten out 
the line angle in connection with the 
| New York State Network WFIL will 
| be taking service from six different 
| links. 
| Others are the NBC-blue, 





Mutual, 


WFL’s multi-affiliations likely es- 
tablishes a record for the business. 





lraci “a ile 





Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 

George Lasker has been named by 
John Iraci, new owner of WPEN., as 
commercial manager of station. He 
succeeds Charles Stahl, who resigned 
two weeks ago after disagreement 
|; with new boss. Stahi also acted as 
station’s g.m. Iraci will assume that 
post himself, it is understood. 

Lasker was formerly salesman for 
WFAB, New York, and also repre- 
sented WPEN in that city. Since his 
arrival he has added to sales staff 
Jack Lewis, A. Kosseff and Charles 
Borelli. 

Station now taking programs by 
direct wire from Iraci’s other outlet 
in New York, WOV. 











| 
| Script Readers at WLW 


Cincinnati, Oct. 12. 

New additions to the staff of an- 
nouncers on WLW and WSAI, under 
direction of Peter. Grant: Allen 
Franklin, formerly of KVOO, Tulsa, 
Okla., and with WKRC, Cincy, for 
two weeks; Charles Stewart Lake, 
from WBNS, Columbus, O.; and 
‘James McCulla, from WCPO, local. 

Novelty Aces, four boys and a girl, 
instrumental and vocal, lately of 
Chicago, join the talent staff this 





| week, 


ee wee ce ee 





GETS THE BILL ONLY 


Ne Plug for Atlantic Refining on 
Columbia-Penn Game 








Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 

Atlantic Refining will pay charges 
on piping football game this Satur- 
day from New York to Philly, but 
its name won't be mentioned on the 
air. It may also even pay WCAU 
for the time, although this hasn't 
been decided yet. 

Tilt is Penn - Columbia affair. 
WCAU carrying entire Penn home 


sked for Atlantic this season. Al- 
though Columbia refuses to allow 
any sponsored game from its sta- 
dium, to keep interest in Penn built 
up for future airings, Atlantic has 


agreed to pay line charges and even 


| buy time without commercials. 





World Series and Penn playing at 


Yale last Saturday caused general | 
shifting of programs here. KYW, 
which regularly airs Villanova] 
games, took Series instead. WCAU, 


which regularly carries Penn games, 
and was carrying Series, didn’t have 
either, but broadcast Villanova game. 

WIP, which had no sports pen- 
cilled in, took baseball, which was 
pumped from WCAU, WFIL, with 
Series booked, got Penn-Yale game 
instead. This was sponsored by 
Socony - Vacuum, although every} 
other Penn game is b.r by Atlantic. 


POLICE BAN VOX POP 
AS TRAFFIC SNARLER | 


Toronto, Oct. 12. 


WNEW Denies Time-Shortage Claim: 


Cross-Sues Barneys, Clothier Firm 


As an answer to the suit filed last 





Supreme Court alleging the sponsor 
had infringed on its announcer’s 
voice and had caused a duplicate 
transcription record of Block’s an- 
nouncement to be made and used on 
numerous occasions over rival sta- 
tions. The station wants to collect 


$147,090, or $10 for each of the 
times, 


contracts. 
Clothing sponsor in suit seeks to 
force WNEW to return’ $105,000 


which it paid on contracts covering 
the period since January, 1934, to 
last August. It contends time shori- 





|} ages were made on daily 


| | stance, 


15-minute 
programs of 


and Sunday half-hour 
from one to two minutes 


Ellis characterized the Barney suit | 


14,709 | 
Barney’s allegedly violated its | 





week by Barney’s Clothes. Inc.,| 
which claims station WNEW had 
deprived it of considerable time 
contracted for during the _ past 
three years, the station and Mrar- 
tin Block, its announcer, through 
Emil K. Ellis, attorney, on Friday! 
(25) filed a counteraction in N. Y. 





as absurd. He also asserted that the | 


charge of omission of programs and 
announcements were untrue and that 
the continuity of the programs was 
| furnished by Barney’s and that each 
| program was completed in its al- 
| lotted time. Attorney stated that the 


cit. wie be pe sponsor failed to take into account 
into a mess of trouble when he con- the theme music at the beginning 
| ducted a vox pop show on the city’s | and end of each program and the 

“ |} time given to station identification. 


|main drag. With six minutes to go | 





before signing off, John Law stepped | 
in ordering McClain to move as he 
was obstructing traffic. 

Cop’s none too friendly words were 
picked up by the mike as was the 
argument set up by McClain. The 
boys were still going at it when the 
studio signed off. 

Edict laid down in the police 
chief’s office next day was that vox 
pop shows are taboo in future. 





Lawrence Peay, new engineer a 1,800; from Jan. 


KTOK, Oklahoma City. 


As to the alleged shortages of spot 
| announcements, Ellis said that these 
announcements were exchanged for 
preferred positions on the station by 
agreement with Barney’s and its ad- 
vertising agent. 


Sponser’s Claim 





Sponsor, through Ex-Judge Jonah 
| J. Goldstein, specifies that under a 
| contract covering from Dec. 30, 
1935, to Jan. 14, 1936, it received 
only 1,021 announcements instead of 

15, 1936, to June 
13, 1936, 1,207 announe>n-n‘s were 








VARIE TY 


wise 








made instead of 4,253, agreed to, 
and from January 14, 1237, to July 4, 
1937, it received only 227 ‘spots’ in- 
stead of 315. These are exclusive of 
the alleged shortage on period time. 

Block, the announcer, according to 
Ellis, made a record announcing 
parts of a commercial to be broad- 
cast exclusively over WNEW. With- 
out Block’s or the okay, it 
is claimed, Barney’s caused to ke 
made a duplicate of the record for 
the use on rival stations. 

Two actions are the first of the 
kind instituted in N. Y. State. The 
Court is asked to decide whether an 
announcer’s voice or the record of it 
is the property of the sponsor during 
the life of a contract, or whether the 
station is exclusive owner of the 
voice. Despite the dual dispute, the 
clothing house entered a new one- 
year contract with the station last 
August 


station’s 


mach OLD RENT SUIT WON 


BY OKLA. LANDLORD 


Oklahoma City, Oct, 12. 

Dr. G. A. Nichols, city real estate 
man, yesterday won a five-year Fed- 
eral court battle for a $7,392 judg- 
ment against four radio companies 
which at one time operated station 
KFJF, now KOMA, in his Nicoma 
Park 

He contended the money was due 
him from the National Radio Corp., 
the National Radio Manufacturing 
Co., the Radio Corporation of Okla- 
homa and the Southwest Broadcast- 
ing Company. 

Under the terms of a contract ne- 
gotiated in 1928, Dr, Nichols claimed 
the station was to be operated in 
Nicoma Park, where Dr. Nichols sold 
the radio site. When KOMA re- 
placed KFJF, it vacated the park site 
and Dr. Nichols alleged breach of 
contract. Southwest Broadcasting 
Company subsequently sold KOMA 
to the W. R. Hearst interests. 











The only way to judge a sales organiza- 
tion is by its sales. 








SOLE AGENTS 


JOHN L. CLARK, President 


Complete Broadcasting Facilities Wired and Transcribed 


NEW YORK 
521 Fifth Avenue 
MUrray Hill 6-2370 


CHICAGO 
333 North Michigan Avenue 
STAte 0366 


HOLLYWOOD 


5833 Fernwood Avenue 
HOllywood 5315 


Transamerican has created and has cur- 
rently in force 49 RADIO ACCOUNTS using 
164 PROGRAMS weekly on broadcasting 
stations throughout the United States. 


TRANSAMERICAN BROADCASTING ano TELEVISION CORP. 
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Engineers, Captained by Craven, 





See Bright Outlook for Orderly 
Shortwave Set-Up in Hemisphere 





Washington, Oct. 12. 
Preliminary work on platform for 
which the United States will cam- 
paign at the forthcoming Havana 


radio conference was launched last | 


week, with evidence that American | 


interests will present a solid front in 
faver of the principles found in the 
Craven engineering report. 

With principal emphasis on in- 
tricate technical aspects, groups of 
engineers representing different 
branches of the U. S. radio biz began 
consultations with each other under 
auspices of the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission. Commissioner 
T. A. M. Craven, as head of this 
country’s negotiating detachment, is 
supervising the advance confer- 
ences, with Assistant Chief Engineer 


| concern 





Andrew Ring working directly with | 


broadcast industry 
Group sessions go on most of this 


week, with another general get- 
together slated for Friday (15). 


Demands for recognition of power 
limitations and station classifications, 
along with possible restriction of 
use on part of the broadened broad- 
cast band and for joint interna- 
tional action to set up a Pan-Ameri- 
can short-wave network, appear to 
be principal points which U. S. dele- 
gates will emphasze. No signs of 
serious differences of opinion showed 
up at the first general confab Friday 
(8), although there were hints that 
minor squabbles may complicate the 
work of the engineering committee 
of the National Association of Broad- 


spokesmen. |cal features. Chief points are broad- 








casters, currently meeting in New 


York, 
Precise Language 





There were no major objections to 
the tentative draft of the proposed | 
international agreement written last | 
spring by representatives of U. S.., | 
Mexico, Canada and Cuba. Most 
was expressed relative to | 
need for precise definitions and com- 
plete understanding upon language. 
Spokesmen for various American in- 
terests stressed the importance of 
eliminating any conflicts between 
various tongues, so that unexpected 
deficiencies and loopholes may not 
crop up later. ; 


The program which Commissioner 
Craven proposed successfully at 
Havana last March—and_ which 
bears close resemblance to the poli- 
cies which he wants put into effect 
in this country—contains few radi- 


ening of the broadcast band by add- 
ing 540, 1560, 1570, 1580, 1590, and 
1600 kc. channels, establishment 
of three types of frequencies—clear, 
regional and local—and of six sta- 
tion categories with definite limi- 
tations upon wattage all along the 
line. 

Lobby interested in exploiting pos- 
sibilities of short-wave operation 
for non-commercial purposes is 
crusading for adoption at Havana 
of an agreement via which all West- 
ern Hemisphere republics will co- 
operate in using the five frequencies 
set aside by President Roosevelt for 
international service: Communica- 
tions Commission is beng urged to 
work for scheme concocted by the 











Fan-American Union under which 
exch government would install nec- 
essary equipment to utilize 6120, 
9550, 11730, 15130, and 21500 ke rib- 
bons and engage in sort of coopera- 
tive chain operations. 


While possibility of sectional 
feuds still exists, Americans do not 
contemplate any particular difficulty 
in. getting the various Western 
Hemisphere nations to initiate a pact 
which will stabilize radio in this 
part of the globe. Craven’s alloca- 
tion formula holds out hope of satis- 
fying various demands for more 
ether accommodations without re- 
quiring any costly concessions on 





the part of the U. S. His scheme 
to set up 58 clear channels, 33 re- 
gional channels, and 16 local chan- | 
nels has tacit acceptance from the 
other leading Latin American re- 
publics, and the suggested half- 
dozen classes of stations are ex- 
pected to provide ample room for 
all nations if the contemplated 
power restrictions and other tech- 
nical standards are adopted. 


Another objective at Havana will 
be ironing out of compact covering 
use of portion of spectrum imme- 
diately above broadcast band. With 
foreigners calling for consideration 
of possible broadcast operations on 
frequencies between 160 to 240 kc, 





this country will try and work out 
an agreement specifying use of 
channels between 1600 and 4000 
frequencies, now earmarked for 
marine, police, aviation, amateurs, 
etc. American spokesmen already 
have warned they will not be recep- 
tive to proposals for turning the 
bottom .of the spectrum over to 
broadcasting, although step of this 
sort might relieve pressure for 550— 
1600 berths which now are occupied 
primarily by the U. S. 


Non-Residence 
Prejudicial 
To Petitions 


Washington, Oct. 12. 
Evolution of stern attitude toward 
absentee landlords in the radio 


business progressed another step last 
week when the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission announced that 
non-residence was one of the rea- 
sons for recent rejection of plea for 
construction of a new transmitter. 


In a decision which goes a good 
distance toward establishing prece- 
dent, the Broadcast Division laid 
emphasis on the fact that Virgil V. 
Evans, owner of WSPA, Spartan- 
burg, N. C., showed scant familiarity 














St. Louis audiences are supposed to be pretty tough to play 
to, but they have never sat on their hands (figuratively 
speaking, of course) as far as we are concerned. Good 
Showmanship automatically eliminates such a possibility. 


THOMAS PATRICK, Incorporated 
HOTEL CHASE, ST. LOUIS 


REPRESENTATIVE: 


NEW YORK 





PAUL 
CHICAGO 


with conditions in Gastonia. Evi- 
dence failed to show the statement 
of facts noted, that he has ‘sufficient 
knowledge of and familiarity with 
the needs of the area proposed to be 
served,’ 


Blow at carpetbagging in the radio 
biz was based on the fact that 
Evans ‘is not a resident of Gastonia, 





H. RAYMER CO. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


 RWKHA 





nor has he ever lived there.’ Appli- 
‘cant did not propose to become as- 
| sociated with any Gastonia citizen 
| who would be in touch with local 
sentiment. Although he had made 
trips to the town where he desired 
to set up a new plant, Evans could 
not convince the Commish that he 
would be able to provide a satisfac- 


| for strengthening the signal of Cros- 


vain hope of hiding the internal row, 








tory local service. 


—_——> 
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Plug Up Inside News Tips 





MeNinch. 


happens when the Commish sits 


he said. 





Pipelines via which outsiders have learned what goes on behind 
closed doors of the Federal Communications were ordered shut off 
last week in one of initial reform moves by new chairman, Frank R., 


Indirectly cautioning fellow bench members that he will take charge 
of public relations, McNinch issued a stern admonition to all con- 
cerned that he will not tolerate dishing up of information about what 


tinent for outside consumption will be released in formal manner, 
either via his press conferences or through mimeographed handouts, 


Leak-plugging move oceurred Wednesday (6) at first formal session 
of the full Commission, which as usual, was attended by department 
heads and other pick-and-shovel men. 
inner sanctum actions and conversations have gone the rounds of 
lawyers and lobbyists in short order after each weekly tete-a-tete. 


Washington, Oct. 12. 


around the table. Anything per- 


In the past, whispers about 








WSAL Crosley Junior Station, 
Involved in F.C. Engineers Mixup 





Washington, Oct. 12. 


{ 
More trouble for Powel Crosley | 


Jr. came into view last week with 
disclosure that Federal Communica- | 
tions Commission is split over pro- 


posed daytime power boost for | 
WSAI, Cincinnati. 
While Commish generally is in | 


favor of upping all stations allotted | 
only 244 kw. for sunlight use, feud- 
ing among the engineering staff, 
coming on the heels of the fuss 
raised by Commissioner George 
Henry Payne about WLW’s super- 
“ower operation, jeopardizes chances 


ley’s local outlet. Hush-hush is be- 
ing put on by Broadcast Division in 


Looks like the proposition eventu- 


| 





ally will wind up in some examiner’s 
lap, 
Broadcast trio to sidestep the issue 
or via .automatic hearing at insis- 
tence of some other licensee. 

Split between technical experts 
came to a head two weeks ago when 
Andrew Ring, assistant chief engi- 
neer in charge of broadcast matters, 
minimized the seriousness of poten- 
tial interference which the added 
juice might produce. Ring pooh- 
poohed the slant taken by other 
members of the staff who originally 
had warned against the desired 
power increase. 

Originally, the engineering depart- 
ment advised the Broadcast Division 
that, not only because of the pros- 
pective interference, but since there 
is no real need for greater wattage, 
the plea ought to be rejected. Sev- 
eral weeks later, after reported 
political pressure had been brought 
to bear, a second memorandum was 
written, which shrugged off the ob- 
jections contained in the initial 
statement. Revised papers made 
light of the potential trouble for 
other transmitters, observing that 
the anticipated interference would 
be of ‘marginal’ importance and con- 
sequently could be overlooked by 
the Commish. 

On Defensive 

Switch in engineering views re- 
flected in official files has created a 
minor sensation among few persons 
in the know. Investigation is pos- 
sible to find the answer to the ‘who 
did it?’ question which has been 
uttered since the second revort 


either through desire of the) 





came to light. Since he is at least 





nominally responsible for technical 
side of all broadcast matters, Ring 
has been forced on the defensive. 

Political repercussions are antici- 
pated, and the Broadcast Divisionites 
are conscious that their actions may 
provide ammunition for some of the 
Commish denouncers in Congress. 
In view of Crosley’s important moves 
to get in the good graces of New 
Dealers, the way the application has 
been handled is causing concern. The 
fuss over WLW’s experimental use 
of 500 kw. adds further interest to 
the WSAI application, as does Cros- 
ley’s hiring of Charles Michelson, 
Democratic publicity wizard, and 
Charles Sawyer, Ohio Democratic 
national committeeman. 


KLZ WINS OVER DENVER U 


Obtains 








Permission to Broadcast 
Five Football Games 





Denver, Oct. 12. 

KLZ has convinced Denver uni- 
versity officials broadcasting might 
bolster interest and attendance at 
the football games. Four games will 
be remoted from the stadium, and 
one, against Utah U, will be fed to 
Denver from Salt Lake. City. 

In the broadcasting KLZ will use 
four announcers, with play-by-play 
by Warren Williams, vet Rocky 
Mountain region football commenta- 
tor. Commercials will be handled 
by Brian Elliott, with highlights fur- 
nished by Jack Fitzpatrick, and field 
mike interviews being handled by 
Charles Inglis. 





Spielers’ Stance Studied 
Washington, Oct. 12. 

Eight announcers for WRC and 
WMAL entered for the local Henry 
J. Kaufman advertising agency's 

1937 radio announcers’ contest, 
George Gunn, Dorian St. George, 
Byron Rash, Lee Everett, Jim Mec- 
Grath, Ed Rogers, John Hurley and 

Bud Barry are the candidates. 





Russ Davis at KCKN 


Kansas City, Oct. 12. 
Station KCKN, Capper Publication 
outlet, has taken on a_ production 
man. New face is Russ Davis, a 
direct selling announcer. 
Davis was with this station in 1930 





when it was WLBF. 
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A Perennial Blossom of National 


RADIO 








Biz Is Street & Finney’s Adjunct 





- 
bs 





A constant and continuing irritant 
to both stations and. their repre-| 
sentatives is the tieup between 


Street & Finney agency and its 
placement agency, Spot Broadcast- 
jng Co. Street & Finney handles the 
air advertising of Carter Medicine 
and United Drug. All the place- 
ments for the two accounts are made 
through Spot, which takes for itself 
a 15% commission after S. & F. has 
taken its standard 15%. That’s a/| 
total 27.75% mick out of what the 
station gets. 

Station reps are bitter because af- 
ter one of their stations'dips 27.75% 
out of the income from Carter Liver 





Pills or United Drug business, the 
broadeaster is reluctant to dig 


deeper for 15% more to pay the rep 
for the national account placement. 
One of the first points of agree- | 


ments between any station and red 
rep when hooking up is to decid 
whether the rep will get his an! 


from Street & Finney placements. | 
Peering into the matter, it seems its] 
about 50-50; reps get their normal} 
cuts from stations either weak or} 
generous; the hardshelled stations} 
won't pay after they’ve given both} 
the agency and Spot the double com- |} 
mission. 

$160,000 Estimated 

Neither Street & Finney nor Spot} 
will reveal the extent, currently, of | 
Carter Pills’ campaign across the| 
country, using Gne-min, transcrip- 
tions, A close estimate would dis- 
close about 200 broadcasters, for a 
total annual gross placement of| 
$160,000 or thereabouts. United Drug | 
uses 200 stations twice yearly with 
single-week campaigns of musical} 
15-min. e.t.’s on three times each | 
week. Total of this placement is 
$36,000. 

Of the 200 stations upon which 
Street & Finney, in association with 
Spot, at least 50 stations refuse 
adamantly to pay off Spot’s com- 
mission, and get the transcriptions 
nevertheless. Stations which refuse 
and get. biz regardless are those so 
strongly spotted in markets de- 
manded by the accounts that the 
et.'s go on regardless. Stations 
merely scratch out the clause giving 
Spot its cat in the contract, and pay 
off the agency its 15% and no more. 
Columbia-owned stations and those 
repped by Ed Petry flatly refuse to 
¢ut Spot in on any commission. 


TOO MUCH HILLBILLY, 
NOT ENOUGH SERMONS’ 


Chattanooga, Oct. 12. 

Too much hillbilly music and not } 
enough church sermons. That’s the 
complaint of witnesses testifying in 
application of Chattanooga Times 
for permit to operate new radio 
station. 

Will Shepherd, weekly publisher, 
said WDOD and WAPO haven't got 
facilities for sufficient religious stuff. 
Joe Roberts, local bar association 
president, made the crack about hill- 
billy rhythm. 

Roberts also said lawyers wanted 
radio time to acquaint poor of legal 
rights, especially in garnishments. 
The Times seeks permit for 1,000- 
watt station. Locals and WJBO, 
Baton Rouge, protesting. Deposi- 
tion being notarized and sent to FCC. 

















A few 
snobs... 
A few 
morons... | 


heluva lot of 
real folks listen io 
WBIG regularly! 


Write Edney Ridge, di- be 
rector, for full “Facts 
and Data.” 


CRAIG & HOLLINGBERY,.INC Na//fezs. . 
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NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 


| provided 


AL HELFER STEPS IN 


Takes Over for Jack Ingersoll, Whe 
Has Nervous Breakdown 








Boston, Oct. 12. 
Al Helfer, formerly with WLW 
and WSAI, Cincinnati, stepped into 
the Holy Cross football series assign- 
ment (Atlantic Refining) at WEEI, 


Boston, piped through CBS, Satur- | 


day (9), 
Helfer is 


Ingersoll, 


taking over for 
who is recuping in New 
Hampshire from a nervous 


rated. 
fer. 
Helfer is 
day 
tion from WEEI. 


WPRO, PROVIDENCE, 
FRAMES SPECIAL SHOW 


Providence, Oct, 12. 
Exceptional for Providence was the 


Jay 


Wesley 


also handling the Fri- 





,action of Cherry & Webb depart- | 
| ment store last week. 


In a deal with 
Loew’s State theatre and with the 
store paying the talent, line charges, 
slide and other expenses amounting 


}to around $400, a program was staged 
within 
| over WPRO, Cherry & Webb station. 


the theatre and broadcast 


Celebrating the 30th anniversary 
of the store a cavalcade of old time 
| song favorites was arranged by Steve 
| Willis of WPRO. Quartet and organ 
the music. For repeat 
choruses slides were flashed on the 


| screen and the film audience invited 


to join in. Which—after preliminary 


Providence bashfulness—they' did 
heartily. 

Song research material in the 
VaRIETY radio directory was the 


basis of the program. 


WRC-WMAL Sports Dept. 


Washington, Oct. 12. 

Establishment of a sports depart- 
ment, to improve coverage of all lo- 
cal sporting events, was made last 
week by Kenneth H. Berkeley, g.m. 
of WRC and WMAL. 

Time has come, Berkeley said, to 
‘separate sports from the usual spe- 
cial event broadcasts that are car- 
ried over WRC and WMAL and give 
them the special treatment they de- 
serve.’ 

New department will consist of 
Bill Coyle, Bud Barry and George 
Gunn, and Bill McAndrew and Rob- 
ert Cottingham, NBC news editors. 
In addition to increasing coverage on 
local sports, new group will air 
sporting resumes using special UP 
wire. 


WCAU Staff Echoes 


Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 

Bob Golden’s band going into 
WCAU here as new house ork, caus- 
ing general shifting of men in out- 
fits around town. Among changes 
are Al Boss, sax, and Morris Spec- 
tor, tymp, leaving Clarence Fuhr- 
man’s WIP band for Golden’s outfit. 
Fuhrman has replaced them with 
Penny Pendleton and Maurice Get- 
son. Pendleton formerly with Joe 
Frasetto at Hotel Philadelphian and 
with Oliver Naylor. Getson was 
with Lou Schrader at Earle theatre. 

Jan Savitt also reported making 
changes at KYW. 














More Spielers at WDOD 
Chattanooga, Oct. 12. 
WDOD enlarging staff to carry 


| five full-time announcers instead of 


three as formerly. 

Station brought in Tom Daley 
from St. Louis to do sports exclu- 
sively when Chuck Simpson left for 
WIOD in Atlanta. 

Other newies include Buddy Mar- 
tin. from San Francisco and Chicago; 
Lou Kemper from Kansas City, and 
Bob Gregory from WAPI, Birming- 
ham, and other stations. Gregory 
announces part time but does most 
of work in sales department. 


Carroll Mountjoy at WBBM 
Chicago, Oct. 12. 
Newest member of WBBM’s public 
affairs (publicity) staff is Carroll 
Mountjoy. 
Formerly with 
and Detroit News. 


Jack | 
break- | 
down, which hit him just before the | 
present 10-game series was inaugu- | 
is assisting Hel- | 


night (6:15) sports prognostica- | 


Stack-Goble agency 





That’s Love 





Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 
Alex Dannenbdaum, Jr., son of 
WDAS prez, pays. frequent 
visits to the city’s big radio 
shops and radio sections of 
Various department stores. Sup- 
posedly ‘interested in a new 
set,” he turns them all on. 
By the time he leaves every 
radio in the place is blaring the 
programs of his pop’s station. 


KMBC HAS FOOTBALL; 
OTHER DEALS ALL COLD 


Oct. 12, 
has the only local 
package to be signed and 











Kansas City, 
Station KMBC 
football 


delivered this year. Chrysler Cor- 
poration through Lee Anderson 
Agency, Detroit, taking eight-game 


| play-by-plays. Will air games played 
by Big Six teams. 

KMBC contract was only signed 
last week and marked the first ice- 
breaking local stations have been 
|able to do on football airings. Sta- 
he WDAF is reported to have had 

like parcel tied for a tobacco com- 


Seat but was unable to get clearance | 


|from various colleges in this sector. 
| bt NESSES 

| Dorothy Daniels, vocalist with 
| Eugene Jelesnik combo at Hotel 
Taft, New Haven, in own act at 


WELI. 
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NW Needs Hook-Ups but Line Charges 
Staggeringly High; Problem Neglected 





Portland, Ore., Oct. 12. 


What to do in the big open spaces, 
where the plumbing may be outside 
and the wavelengths far between? 
That’s the serious problem of alert 
agencies who realize that one sta- 
tion’s coverage is not all it’s claimed 


wire 
transmitters |] 
But too expensive 


connections to dorp 
desirat le. 





So far major Northwest siations 
| haven't seen this as a problem, but 
| it exists and it’s costing them time. 
| Household products sponsors visu- 


alize a large area as their 
and want dominant ether 


is not their idea of a big time. The 
tank town 100 watter has its place 
as the advanced agency mind well 


knows. It needs wire 


with the city station that can turn 


|out a strong program. How to get 
the wires? That's the hold- up. 
Disparity of line charges staggers 


Rates of 
sound to advertisers like the 
Postal Tel. wires 


| the advertiser. 
1 & Tel. 


| French war debt. 





to be. Pacific Northwest is mountain- 

ous, where wavelengths do funny 
} things. Hence the tie-up of a central | 
| Portland, Ore., station with 


territory | 
coverage. | 
Faint tuning in on indistinct signals | 


connection | 


Pacific Tel. | 


situation seriously. Powerful city 
stations have never put on the bee, 
figuring they can sell their stuff on 
the home wavelength or on some 
inter-city chain. But these deals by 
no means cover the big hinterland, 
where potential customers exist but 
can’t be reached except through 
transcriptions farmed out to local 
100 watters. How to get a tank town 
circuit with wire charges at a price 
within economic reason. 


FOOTBALL SIGNAL LIGHT 
FOR RADIO CONVENIENCE 


Okishoms City, Oct. 12. 

Earl Hull, chief engineer of WKY 
has invented a new signal device for 
use at football games whereby the 
operator, sitting on the sidelines, 
flashes signals to the announcer in 
the press box, 

Signals are received on 
of many lights, the 
light denoting 








a board 
flashing of each 
positions of players 


|} and types of plays. 





at reasonable cost are casually avail- Bellmen, male choral group of 
able after dark. The fact is no big | New Haven Telephone Co., in series 





’wire company has ever taken this at WICC, New Haven. 
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Oklahoma Union Active | 





Oklahoma City, Oct. 12. 

American Radio Telegraphers As- 
sociation, CIO affiliate, has made de- 
mands for a contract upon KFXR, 
Oklahoma City. 

Joseph Harriss, union organizer, 
states that the 13 broadcasting sta- 
tions in Oklahoma are organized 
practically 100%.’ 





_ ARTISTS MANAGEMENT 


BUREAU, ING 





BREAKING 
ALL RECORDS 
ON TOUR 


Oct. 30—Pacific Auto Show 


San Francisco, Cal. 
e a o 


Nov. 19—Drake Hotel 
Chicago, Ill. 
af 2 * 
Dec. 31—Coconut Grove 
Ambassador Hotel 
Los Angeles, Cal. 


| ARTISTS MANAGEMENT 
BUREAU- ING 


17 East 45th Street, New York 
Tel. MU. 2-1888 




























GUS VAN 


STAGE - SCREEN - RADIO 
Central Booking Office, Inc. 


54 W. Randolph St., Chicago, Til. 


| 
| 





equipment, 


| 





F.C.C."S WASHINGTON DOCKET 





WNEW Enlarges Plant 


Extensive enlargement and reno. 





_vation program at WNEW, N. Ya 





DECISIONS 


Washington, Oct. 12. 

Alabama: WBRC, Eloise H. Smith, executrix, Bir- 
mingham, granted involuntary transfer of control of 
Birmingham Broadcasting Co., Inc., licensee of WBRC, 
to Eloise H. Smith, as executrix of estate of Marcellus 
D. Smith, Jr., deceased. 

Alaska: KINY, Edwin A. Kraft, Juneau, granted fre- 
quency change from 1310 to 1430 kc, power boost from 
100 to 250 watts, install vertical antenna and install new 
commish reversing Examiner R. H. Hyde, 

California: Hollenbeck Heights Christian Church, 
Los Angeles, application for new station to be operated 


| on 1170 ke with 100 watts limited, denied as in case of 
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THE KING'S TESTERS 


AND THEIR ORCHESTRA 
with MARJORIE WHITNEY 


BLUE FOUNTAIN ROOM 
HOTEL LASALLE, CHICAGO 


Dir.: Consolidated Radio Artists, Inc. 














default for applicant’s failure to file an appearance, 

Florida: Earl Weir, St. Petersburg, application for 
new station to be operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts 
dismissed with prejudice, as request for withdrawal 
was received less than 30 days prior to scheduled hear- 
ing. 

Indiana: Indianapolis Broadcasting, Inc., Indianap- 
olis, granted new relay broadcast station to be operated 
on 38,900, 39,100, 39,300 and 39,500 ke with 2 watts. 

Michigan: WBCM, James E. Davidson, Bay City, 
granted voluntary assignment of license to Bay Broad- 
casting Co., Inc., a newly organized corporation. 

Missouri: KCMO Broadcasting Co., Kansas City area, 
granted two new experimental relay broadcast stations 
to be operated on 100,000, 200,000, 300,000 and 500,000 
ke, one station using 5 watts and the other 10 watts 
power. 

North Carolina: Jonas Weiland, Kinston, granted new 
relay broadcast station to be operated on 1622, 2058, 
2150 and 2790 ke with 35 watts; James F. Hurley, Jr., 
Salisbury, application for new station to be operated 
on 1500 ke with 100 watts, days only, dismissed at ap- 
plicant’s request. 

North Dakota: KLPM, John B. Cooley, Minot, granted 
frequency change from 1240 to 1360 kc, power jump 
from 250 watts to 500 watts nights, i kw days, change 
in hours of operation from specified to unlimited, and 
installation of vertical antenna and new equipment, 
commish sustaining Examiner J. P. Bramhall. 

Texas: KUT, Austin, and KTSA, San Antonio, appli- 
cation for voluntary assignment of license to Hearst 
Radio, Inc., dismissed at applicants’ request; J. F. 
Rodgers, Harlingen, application for new station to be 
operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days, denied as in case of default for failure of ap- 
plicant to file an appearance, 

West Virginia: West Virginia Broadcasting Corp., 
Wheeling, application for new station to be operated on 
1310 ke with 100 watts dismissed at request of appli- 


| cant; West Virginia Broadcasting Co., Charleston, ap- 





| plication for new station to be operated on 1500 kc 


with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, dismissed at 
applicant’s request. 

Wisconsin: WEAU, Morgan Murphy, Eau Claire, 
granted authority to transfer control of corporation 
from Morgan Murphy to Elizabeth Murphy. 


SET FOR HEARING 


Alabama: Mittelle Franklin Noble, Anniston, new 


| station to be operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts, days 


only, 


Florida: WJNO, West Palm Beach, change frequency 
from 1200 to 1330 kc, boost power from 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days, to 1 kw all times and install 
new transmitter. 

Illinois; WILL, University of Illinois, Urbana, ia- 
crease days power from 1 to 5 kw, using present direc- 
tional antenna system and make changes in equipment: 
WDZ, Tuscola, install new equipment and jump day 
power from 250 watts to 1 kw; WGES, H. J. Guyon, 
Thomas H. Guyon, William F. Moss, Louis E. Moulds 
and Gene T. Dyer (stockholders of Oak Leaves Broad- 
casting Station, Inc., Chicago, authority to transfer 
control from present stockholders to WSBC, Inc. 

Indiana: WBAA, Purdue University, West Lafayette, | 
move station from West Lafayette to near Indianapolis, 
install new equipment, boost power from 500 watts 
nights, 1 kw days to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days, and 
change hours of operation from specified to unlimited. 


North Carolina: Cumberland Broadcasting Co., | 
Fayetteville, new daytime station to be operated on | 
1340 ke with 250 watts. 

Ohio: WCPO, Cincinnati, modification of license to 
increase power for night time operation from 100 to | 
250 watts. 

Pennsylvania: WGBI, Scranton, modification of li- 
cense to increase night power from 500 watts to 1 kw; | 
Young People’s Association for the Propagation of the | 
Gospel, Philadelphia, new station to be operated on 
1220 ke with 1 kw, using directional antenna system all 
times; WIP, Philadelphia, install new equipment and | 
boost day power from 1 to.5 kw. 

Tennessee: WNBR, Memphis, authority to transfer | 
control of corporation to Memphis Press-Scimitar Co. 

Texas: Odessa Broadcasting Co., Odessa, new station 
to be operated days only on 1310 ke with 100 watts; 
KRGYV, M. S. Niles, Weslaco, authority to transfer con- 
trol to O. L. Taylor, Gene A. Howe and T. E. Snowden. 

Wisconsin: William F. Huffman, Wisconsin Rapids, | 
new station to be operated on 580 kc with 250 watts, 
using directional antenna system for night operation. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Connecticut: WDRC, Hartford, new relay broadcast | 
station to be operated on 39,700, 39,900, 40,800 and 41,400 
ke with 15 watts, 

Florida: Panama City Broadcasting Co., Panama City, 
new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 250 watts, 
days only. 

Georgia: WRDW, Augusta, change frequency from | 
1500 to 1240 kc, boost power from 100 watts nights, 25° 
watts days, to 1 kw all times and install new transmit- 
ter and directional antenna for night use. 

Iowa: Mason City Globe-Gazette Co., two new relay 
broadcast stations to be operated on 31,100, 34,600, 
37,600 and 40,600 kc with two watts, and on 1622, 2058, 
2150 and 2790 with 125 watts, respectively. 

Louisiana: WJBO, Baton Rouge, increase power from 
500 watts to 1 kw. 

New Mexico: KRQA, J. Laurance Martin, Santa Fe, 
voluntary assignment of license to I. E. Lambert. 

North Carolina: WAIR, C. G. Hill, George D. Walker 
and Susan H. Walker, Winston-Salem, change hours 
of operation from days to unlimited, using 250 watts. 

Ohio: Cuyahoga Valley Broadcasting Co., Cleveland, 
new station to be operated on 1500 kc with 100 watts, 
daytimes only. 

















WKY’S WEEKLY AT HOME 
TO WOULD-BE ACTORS 





WFBL’s Studio Show 
Syracuse, Oct. 12. 


Fairbanks- Morse electrical ap- 
pliances has its ‘Radio Revels’ over 
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By JANE WEST 
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Oklahoma City, Oct. 12. 
Last week WKY used a two-col- 
urnn six-inch advertisement in local 
papers reading as follows: 


‘Beginning next Friday, October 8, 
and every Friday thereafter, WKY 
will audition talent between the 
hours of 12 o’clock noon and 2 p.m, 


‘If you can sing, play or entertain, 
whether you are an amateur or pro- 
fessional, this is your opportunity 
to get a start toward radio stardom. 
An accompanist will be furnished 
vocalists by WKY. Each one audi- 
tioned will be given helpful advice 
on microphone technique, construc- 
tive criticism and a frank analysis 
of his or her possibilities. 

‘No red tape. Just apply for an 
audition at the information desk in 
WKY ’s studios in the Skirvin Tower 
Hotel.’ 





WKY’s Fourth Annual Renewal 
Oklahoma City, Oct, 12. 
Cain’s Coffee Co. has renewed 
with WKY for the fourth consecu- 
tive year. A five times per week 
15 minute program. 
Talent is Marty and Roger Hall, 











songsters., 


WFBL, Syracuse, N. Y., and booked 
similar show on WIBX, Utica. El- 
mira and Binghamton may be in- 
cluded soon. 

WFBL’s show (variety) originates 
from ballroom of the Onondaga hotel. 
Last year it played to an average 
of 1,500 invitees. 





Mueller Sales Mgr. of KVOR 


will be completed this week. Sta. 


tion has taken over all of one floor, 
doubling office space for this level 
which will be used by sales and 
auditing departments. 

New additions to both the sales 
and business divisions will be made 
before next month. Many of the old 
private offices are being redecorated. 
The cooling system, which has cov- 
ered all studios for two or three 
years, will be extended to the new 
floor housing the business depart- 


‘JOE 
RINES 


MAESTRO-COMEDIAN 
And His Orchestra 


OPENING 


FRENCH CASINO 


NEW YORK 
Thursday, October 14th 


GRUEN WATCH PROGRAM 
SUNDAYS, NBC Red, 5:30-6 P. M. 
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Denver, Oct. 12. 

Fred C, Mueller, formerly in/| 
KLZ sales department, becomes 
commercial manager at KVOR, Colo- 
rado Springs. | 
Peter D, Smythe, of KVOD, Den- | 
ver, has joined sales staff of KLZ,} 
Denver, with Norbourne Smith! 
moving up to KLZ production de- 














VING MERLIN 


Musical Director and Arranger 


Arrangements “‘Custem Made’’ for 
Singers and Dancers 


Hollywood Rep. : NEW YORK 























Irving Kritchmar 
-|9 1304 S. Hudson Ave. 51 KE. 184th St. 
ton, "Colo. KFXJ, Grand Junc | oe ne — Ave oats rT ieee 
AND HiS 





D’ARTEGA 


ORCHESTRA 


Admiracion Shampoo 
6:30-7.00—_WOR 
Commencing 
Sunday, Oct. 17 











NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
HENRY SHEREK, EUROPEAN MGR. 
PERSONAL MGR., ANNA SOSENKO 


LONDON * PARIS ° VIENNA + 





BRUSSELS @ 


CANNES 7 


GUEST ARTIST "YOUR HIT PARADE" LUCKY STRIKE, NBC, OCTOBER 13TH 


HILDEGARDE 


PRESS REPRESENTATIVES 
SYDNEY SPIER and 
DOROTHY ROSS 


BIARRITZ 


” MONTE CARLO 

















v 
tt 


eoseeond Ss 


nm fas =| - 


ws ~~ 


V 
r 
I 
a 
e 
\ 
U 














oo 





Wednesday, October 13, 1937 








COCKTAIL UNI 


MUSIC — DANCE 


TOURS 


VARIETY 45 














Must Have Three Square Feet Per 


vv 


Couple for Big Apple Dancing AY PONSOL INATEN 


Dallas, Oct. 12. 

Dallas dance spot operators are 
wondering if Benny Goodman’s visit 
to exposition was responsible for 
new dance hall ordinance passed last 
week and effective Monday (11). 
Operators figure the dervish routines 
of the swing addicts may have con- 
vinced city fathers dance couples 
need plenty of space to hop and big 
apple. 

Ordinance provides that places 
seating 200 customers or less must 
have a minimum of 300 square of 
dance floor and spots seating more 
than 200 must have at least 400 
square feet of space. This calculat- 
ing will give, theoretically, about 
three square feet to each couple. 

Passage of the ordinance followed 
about two months of torrid argu- 
ment. The fight started when city 
welfare director proposed law 
parring attendance at any public 
dance place by persons under 19 
years of age. 

Director wanted control of the in- 
spectors who are supposed to guard 
the morais of customers at dance 
spots. Final draft of ordinance gave 
control of inspectors to chief of 
police but granted licensing of halls 
to welfare head, a woman. 

Before an operator can obtain a 
permit he must prove that his prin- 
cipal revenue is not derived from 
sale of beer or wine. He must com- 
ply with floor space requirements 
and he must pay an inspector $5 each 
night. Applicant has right of appeal 
to city council if license is denied. 

Ordinance forbids taxi dance spots 
(one now operates here) and per- 
sons under age of 17 can not be ad- 
mitted unless accompanied by parent 
or legal guardian. Places must close 
at 2 am. and larger places (like 
hotels) must pay annual license of 
$250 a year. 


PRESSING CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST BOOTLEGGERS 


Boston, Oct. 12. 

Arthur Hoffman, chief investigator 
for the Music Publishers Protec- 
tive Association, testified before the 
Federal Grand Jury last week in 
connection with indictments being 
asked for two alleged distributors 
of contraband song sheets. One was 
Jerry King, who operated the Em- 
pire Sales Co., of Dorchester, Mass., 
and the other was a Jack Shea, of 
Springfield, Mass. 

King was arrested after he had 
shipped a bundle of the bootleg lyric 
folios C.0.D. to New York. Bundle 
was addressed to an MPPA agent 
Posing as a songsheet peddler. 


Page Max Reinhardt 


Ft. Worth, Oct. 12. 

Larry Lee, at the Lake Worth 

Casino here, has added a sound effect 
man and cartoonist to his band, on 
the premise you've gotta be differ- 
ent to get anywhere in the music 
biz these days. 
_Sound man beats out thunder and 
lightning for ‘Stormy Weather,’ but 
really goes to town with his barn- 
yard effects on a tune about the 
‘Farmer’s Daughter.’ 

Cartoonist Don Gomez sketches 
celebrities at Lee dances, then pre- 
sents the drawings to the subject 
With the maestro’s compliments. 

















Buzzy Kountz Goes West 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 
Buzzy Kountz, Pittsburgh maestro 
Who disbanded his* orchestra here 
more than a year ago, has left for 
Hollywood where CRA plans to build 
4 band around him. Kountz for sev- 
eral seasons was stationed at Hotel 
ebster Hall here, where he built 
Up quite a local rep via the air. 
Understood that difficulties with 
reng~rred local led to his quitting 
e Pittsburgh field. That and fact 


at he lost several good men to 
mame outfits. 








MCKEE RENEWAL UP 


Continuance of Lawyer With MPPA 
Hinges on FTC 





Although his original one-year 
contract expires this month, Joseph 
V. McKee may be retained as gen- 
eral counsel for the Music Publish- 
ers Protective Association. His con- 
tinuance will largely depend on 
whether the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion issues a code of fair trade rules 
to the music industry. McKee had 
much to do with the FTC’s con- 
sideration of the proposal for a pact. 

Renewal of his contract would be 
McKee’s further reward for his 
services in Washington, but the re- 
tainer under the new agreement 
would be $5,000 a year instead of 
the $10,000 that was his for the first 
term. 





; | not afford bands and sell the smallie 
an idea. Boys have also been given 
| 


CURB ENDED 
IN CHl 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

Acting upon a motion made by 
James C. Petrillo, the courts’ here 
last week dismissed a 30-year-old in- 
junction against the Chicago Federa- 
tion of Musicians. Injunction, issued 
in 1906, restrained the CFM from in- 
terfering with members of the Amer- 
ican Musicians union, once the top 
musicians organization in Chicago. 

Since that time the American Mu- 
sicians union has faded away, with 
the CFM having absorbed most of 
the AM members. It was on these 
grounds that Petrillo obtained the 
final dissolution of the injunction, 
and brought an end to a musicians 
union discord and legal battle which 
had stretched back over these many 
years. 


Lila Lee, Coogan Band 
Hurt in Auto Crackup 


San Antonio, Oct. 12. 

When a bus, in which they were 
riding, overturned while rounding a 
curve near Fredericksburg, Tex., last 
week after playing a date at the 
Olmos Club here, Jackie Coogan’s 
orch members suffered cuts and 
bruises. After receiving first aid 
treatment, they continued on to 
Cisco, Tex., to fill an engagement 
there. 

Among those hurt in the upset 
were Lila Lee, film star and fea- 
tured entertainer, and _ Princess 
Luana, dancer and pic actress. Both 
were treated for minor _ injuries. 
Coogan was uninjured. Troupe will 
play dates in Dallas and Oklahoma 
City. 











Berserk Colored Driver 
Slashes Harry Lenetska 


Harry Lenetska, vaude and radio 
agent, was slashed across the lip 
yesterday (Tuesday) by an enraged 
Negro chauffeur. After hospital at- 
tention, Lenetska returned to his 
N. Y. apartment, where the attack 
took place. 

According to the agent, William 
Nelson, the chauffeur, still hunted 
by the police, went berserk when in- 
vading Lenetska’s apartment to get 
some money from Mr. and Mrs. 
Abraham Altschul, guests of Lenet- 
ska. Couple had hired Nelson, ac- 
cording to the report filed with the 
police, to drive them from California, 
arriving in N. Y. Sept. 26 and pay- 
ing off the driver. Since then, ac- 
cording to the report, Nelson has 


been demanding money. He attacked 
the couple at the same time the 
razor was wielded on Lenetska. Mr. 
and Mrs. Altschul are still in Roose- 
velt hospital. 


‘REISMAN WITH VICTOR; 


erly Promoted and Sold 
for Small Combinations 





25 WORKING NOW 





Consolidated Radio Artists has 
launched a drive to expand its mu- 


sical ‘cocktail unit’ department and 
further popularize the pint-size ag- 
gregations in the hotel field. Frank 
Burke, publicist for the firm, has 
been placed directly in charge of all 
new activity and finds himself sell- 
ing for the first time. 

All road and main office salesmen 
| have been instructed to contact all 
the hotels in smaller towns that can- 





| 
| 
| 


okay to sign up any worthwhile 
units which they find in _ their 
respective territories. 

CRA now has about 25 such crews 
on its books, 15 of which are spread 
across the country. Rest are scat- 
tered locally. The demand, however, 
is not so great in N. Y. area because 
of the presence of too many bands, 
available musicians and indie opera- 
tors. In small cities of midwest and 
south gag has caught on and created 
quite a demand. 

Units are also easy to take for 
the booking offices because of the 
fact that they don’t move around 
as much as bands because they travel 
more easily and rarely have to make 
dates exactly on time as do bands. 
Hence they are less trouble. CRA 
is particularly interested in building 
up a volume biz in this field, which 
does not pay much per unit but does 
add up to a neat revenue in numbers. 





OLD SPOT FIXED UP 


4.eo Reisman after five years away 
from Victor returns to the RCA 
label as an exclusive recording artist. 
He has been with Brunswick. 

Reisman was always partial to 
Victor’s outlet for exploitation rea- 
sons, but when Eddy Duchin broke 
away from his band at the Central 
Park Casino (N. Y.) five years ago, 
and Victor allegedly was giving 
Reisman the secondary tunes the 
maestro walked out, 





|Sees Lots of Work if Prop- | 


TS GET PUSH 











FRANK ALBERT RETURNS 


| Australian Completes Visit to United 
States 


Frank Albert leaves this week for 
| the Coast en route back to Australia. 
The Anzac music publisher also 
heads the Commonwealth Broadcast- 
ing System to which Australian net- 
work he has been adding stations. 

While here with Mrs. Albert, the 
music pub added Miller Music, Inc. 
to his catalog, having already con- 
tracts for the other Metro music 
firms—Robbins and Feisf. Albert 
also closed for Mills Music. 

His son, Alexis, 
| with Frank Albert in J. Albert & 
| Sons. Mrs. Albert was ailing while 
in the States, but is now fit again to 
make the trip home. 








COPYRIGHT 
ESSAYS 


Plans for eliciting the interest of 
law students in the subject of copy- 
right through an essay contest has 
been submitted for consideration by 
the administrative committee of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. It’s pro- 
posed as a goodwill building idea, 
with the prize money set aside for 
the winners to be known as the 
Nathan Burkan Memorial Award. 
Burkan, who died last year, was the 
society's general counsel from its in- 
ception. 

ASCAP would provide the theme 
for the contests and allow for a 
prize in each of the 48 states. There 
would also be a national or grand 
prize, with this going to the writer 
of the paper picked by a committee 
of judges from among the 48 re- 
gional winners. 





Flower Girl Now Warbler 
Vocalist with the Lou Breese or- 
chestra in the French Casino, N. Y., 
is Martha Perry, former flower dis- 
penser at the nitery, 
Breese heard her sing after audi- 
tioning a number of other singers 











and promptly signed her. 


Sonowriters-Publishers Patch Truce 


Contract Resumption Cleared—Involved Radio and 


Sync Rights’ 


Controversy between the Song- 
writers Protective Association and 
popular music publishers looks as 
though it will be settled within the 
next two weeks, The two camps 
have arrived at a satisfactory basis 
for a resumption of contract nego- 
tiations. SPA’s council has agreed to 
suspend the operation of the article 
(IX) in its by-laws which commits | 
SPA members to assign the radio | 
and synchronization rights of their! 
works to the association, while the 
publishers are obligated to renew 
their membership contracts with the 
American Society of Composers, | 
Authors and Publishers immediately. | 

Exchange of signatures on a pre-| 
liminary memorandum during the 
coming week will serve to end a 
strike which has been going on 
quietly in Tin Pan Alley since the 
latter part of May when the SPA’s 
council declared that Article IX 
would be enforced in connection 
with all works placed on and after 
June 1, 1937, Publishers have re- 
fused to accept manuscripts from 














lat the Music Publishers 


Ownerships 


imposed under the article were 
recinded, 
Max, Jack and Louis 
Largely instrumental in inducing 


the SPA heads to yield the assign- 
ment demands was a committee of 
publishers consisting of Max Drey- 
fus, Jack Bregman and Louis Bern- 
stein. Compromise agreement ef- 
fected by them was approved at a 
meeting of representative publishers 
Protective 
Association’s quarters last Wednes- 
day (6). By the terms of this agree- 
ment the writers will get 50% of the 
net collected by publishers from the 
sale of transcription and sync rights 
and the publishers will extend their 
memberships in ASCAP for 10 years 
beyond the expiration date of their 
present agreements, Dec. 31, 1939. 
Similar commitments are to come 
from the writers, 


It is also agreed that the new uni- 
form contract between SPA writers 
and publishers will be for 12 years 
and that Article [X will remain in- 





SPA writers unless the obligations 


operative throughout this period. 


is now associated | 


LAW STUDENTS 





COP IAT (UAIVE Anti-Swing Policy of WLW, Cincy, 
A Puzzler to Visiting Dorsey Band 


Cincinnati, Oct. 12 

Odd developments are attending 
the ‘no swing music’ policy recently 
inaugurated by Crosley’s WLW and 
WSAI, 

Jimmy Dorsey's orchestra, which 
opened the Netherland Plaza hotel's 
swank Pavillon Caprice  nitery 
Thursday (7), is picked up nightly 
by Crosley equipment for feeds to 
the WLW Line. These broadcasts, 
however, are not carried by WLW 
or WSAI. The same equipment is 
used to link airings of Dorsey's hot 
tunes with NBC at late night inter- 
vals during the week. 

Over the past weekend WLW tied 


in with NBC to broadcast a swing 
stanza by Tommy Dorsey’s combo, 
equally as hot as the band directed 
by Tommy’s brother, Jimmy. The 
Tommy Dorsey feed was from out 
of town. 


WLW and WSAI carry broadcasts 
of other bands at local night spots, 
most of which also feed to the WLW 
line, 

A few weeks since WLW began 


piping orchestra programs from 
Gypsy Village in Louisville, Ky., 
which were carried by WLW and 


fed to the WLW line. This piping 


ceased last week when Johnny 
Hamp’s orchestra moved into that 
spot. 


By the new Crosley edict on mu- 
sic, swing stuff is not to originate 
in the WLW or WSAI studios for 
sustainers carried by those stations 
and neither is it to be permitted on 
local remotes. The policy has name 
bands visiting here in the dark. 


JACK ROBBINS 
SELLOUT OFF 


Any sellout deal by zack Robbins 





to picture interests has gone cold. 
It was originally an idea that 
stemmed from Frank Orsatti, Hol- 


lyweod agent, who, because of his 
known close connections with Louis 
B. Mayer, was presumed to be acting 
for Metro and possibly 20th-Fox in- 
terests, 

Since then, however, the Metro- 
Robbins music ties have been ad- 
justed so that Jack Bregman gen- 
eral-manages Leo Feist, Inc., exclu- 
sively and Robbins worries about 
the firm bearing his name, Miller 
Music Co., and generally supervises. 
Robbins Music Corp., after all, is 
parent of the Feist and Miller firms, 
and Metro owns 51% of Robbins. 

Robbins had built himself a new 
$5,000 office at Feist’s, in anticipation 
of using that as ‘his headquarters, 
but that’s now Bregman’s location. 
Louis K. Sidney, of Loew’s, will be 
Metro’s contact with Bregman-Feist. 
Bregman heads for the Coast this 
Saturday. 

Robbins meantime is developing 
his popular catalog with three new 
folios, a Bill Haray’s Gay 90's book 
of oldtimers, a Kate Smith Request 
Folio and an Eddy Duchin’s book of 
piano instruction. 


Goldman’s Body Found 


St. Louis, Oct. 12. 

The body of Maxwell Goldman, 
orchestra leader, was recovered in 
Creve Coeur Lake last week six Coys 
after he disappeared after telling 
his wife he intended trying his luck 
at fishing in the lake, which is near 
here. Goldman’s body was found by 
fishermen a mile away from the 
point where an empty rowboat, in 
which he had been seen, was lo- 
cated. Goldman, who was 55 years 
old, directed orchestra at the Grand 
Central and Kings theatres before 
heading a band at the Bevo Mill, a 
swank South St. Louis dining p!lace. 
Coroner John O’Connell of St. Louis 
County expressed the opinion Gold- 
man had suffered a heart attack and 
had fallen into the water. 

The body was cremated at Vale 
halla Cemetery. Goldman was sure 
vived by his widow and two daughe 
ters. 
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Marvin Frederick into Willows,; handled. Also into same spot’s Con- 
Pittsburgh, for an indef stay, replac-|tinental Bar Arthur Ravel trie, 
ing Bob Clayman, out after month’s| booked by Joe Hiller. 
run. Latter has taken on new} 
femme vocalist, Sylvia Rhodes, for-| 





Pueblo Rhythm Boys have opened 





merly with Ace Brigode, who suc-/| the fall season at the Elks club, Enid, 
ceeds Elaine Grey. | Okla. 

Fran Eichler of Pittsburgh into| Stan Norris, Tweet Hogan and 
Hotel Kenmore, Albany, N. Y., for a| Maurice Sherman bands set for 


CRA’s new exclusive spot, Highland 
Park Casino, Quincy, Ill. 


two-month stay. 


Al Turner’s band going into third 
consecutive year at Bachelors’ Club, 
membership nitery in Pittsburgh. 


Sylvia Rhodes, Pittsburgh girl 
vocalist with Ace Brigode, will leave 


otis that outfit shortly to return to her 
William Penn hotel, Pittsburgh home town and sign up with a local 
: os <a} 
yened new Italian Terrace Mon-/| 9Fe4. 
jay night (11), with Dick Stabile in - . 
for at least three months. MCA Al Jahns band at Wright’s tavern, 


Plainville, Conn. 





Artie Mayno combo at Belmont, 
| Bridgeport. 


mn 
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The New Pollack and Mitchell 


| Sonny Rich, drummer, and Bob 
Hackett, cornet and guitar 
|} added to Joe Marsala’s crew at the 
Hickory House, N. Y. 









hotel, Memphis, as CRA’s first sale 
|on exclusive basis. After four weeks 





ee ery gs | Mike Riley follows and is in turn 
Two Other Hits | succeeded by Blue Barron. 
From the 20th Century-Fox =z 
Musical, “Thin Ice”: Cari Deacen Meere plays the 


‘My Secret Love Affair’ 
‘Over Night’ 


|/ MOVIETONE 
MUSIC CORPORATION 


ing his stay there. 





Ivy Collins is new gal warbler 
with Mack Rogers in San Antonio, 
Texas. 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO . Sole Agents 
1250 SIXTH AVENUE 





Horace Lapp band back in Tor- 
onto’s Royal York hotel after a sum- 


RCA BUILDING (RADIO 


NEW YORK 


| 





player, | 


Jerry Johnson opens at Claridge | 


Toledo, O., automobile show for eight | 


days starting Oct. 27, and will double | 
into the Commodore Perry hotel dur- 


| to Vancouver for a hotel job. 








Combined plugs on. WEAF, 
WJZ and WABC are computed 
for the week from Sunday 
through Saturday Oct (3-9). 


*Whispers in the Dark 
(Famous) 
*Moon Got in My Eyes 
(Select) 
*Remeimber Me? 
(Witmark) 
*That Old Feeling 
(Feist) 
*Have You Any Castles, Baby? 
(Harms) 
So Many Memories 
(Shapiro) 
*Roses in December 
rlin) 
an‘t 


Jimmy Namaro opened at Savarin 
| hotel, Toronto, Oct. 8 and Ferde 
Mowry outfit has taken over Em- 
| bassy hotel. 








Jack Wright orchestra 
Chyoti’s Hawaiians in the 
Brewery, N. Y. 


replaced | 
Village 


| 


Dr. Saul C. Colin cocktail-partying | 
Ray Ventura, French orch pilot, on 
| the eve of his sailing for Europe on 
Friday. 





George Hessberger’s band booked (5 




















presents SS ae ee ee te 
tteteetcaeatumaell 


The Country’s No. 1 Hit 


THAT OLD FEELING 


By LEW BROWN and SAMMY FAIN 


LOVELY ONE 


By FRANK LOESSER and MANNING SHERWIN 
Both from WALTER WANGER’S “VOGUES OF 1938” 


ee 
Two Top Songs from Walter Wanger's “52nd Street” 


| STILL LOVE TO KISS YOU 
GOODNIGHT 


I'D LIKE TO SEE SAMOA OF 
SAMOA 


By WALTER BULLOCK and HAROLD SPINA 


MAKE A WISH 


By LOUIS ALTER, PAUL WEBSTER and OSCAR STRAUS 


From RKO Picture, ““MAKE A WISH” 

















Wayne King’s Sensational Novelty 


JOSEPHINE 


By GUS KAHN, WAYNE KING and BURKE BIVENS 
ee 
AND REMEMBER 
“YOU CAN’T GO WRONG WITH A FEIST SONG” 


LEO FEIST, Inc. 


CHESTER COHN, General Professional Manager 
1629 BROADWAY NEW YORK 















































| cut when it’s not. 


CLASS B REQUEST 


Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 

Benny the Bum, who after long 
battle recently signed contract for 
band in Class A bracket, applied to 
Musicians’ Local during past week, 
it was learned, to be shifted back to 
Class B, Union refused. 

Benny informed union he was 
losing money and high cost of music 
pushing him farther into hole. A. A, 
Tomei, local prexy, is said to have 
informed him ‘that he didn’t offer 
his tooters any more when coin was 
jangling rapidly. into till, 








So why 


















































for a 30 weeks’ stay at Lincoln Tur- ap oe Me fom | 
ner Hall, Chicago, opening Oct. 15 posed 
for CRA. *It’s the Natural Thing to Do 
—_—_ (Select) 
Charles St. Clair playing return at My ——- of Dreams : 
(be in 
| Gunter Hotel, San Antonio. onitenemenn aa Broadway 
——_—— (Famous) | ; 
ee ty ey ee eee ee One Rose Left in My Heart | Season’s Loveliest Ballad | 
‘ Shapiro) | j 
Club, Pittsburgh, Nov. 5. *Stop Breaking My Heart | MOON AT SEA : 
(Famous) ; 
J : ‘ tYou and I Knew ‘ide onatitliideiatie ' 
 dacelate artis oateian tae — (Robbins) New Mills Melody Special ; 
raivins Arage 4 » HoSton. *Is It Love or Infatuation? DREAMS FOR SA 4 
(Popular) LE : t 
Hudson-De Lange set for a week So Rare — 2 : : ‘ 
Sal al ballroom one-niters (Rob pins) Tune-terrific! Melodynamic! ‘ 
of New England ballroom vers Harbor Lights Score of the 3rd Edition 
for Charlie Shribman by CRA. (Marlo) COTTON CLUB PARADE! ( 
| *Can I Forget You? She’s Tall! She’s Tan! 
| Shandor cocktail unit opened at PP ee sig 4 | pli 
‘ A ’ 
| Buckingham hotel, N. Y., Oct. 12. a. Dream She §. Terrific! f 
—— Getting Some Fun Out of Life see \ 
| ’ 
Carl Moore into the Indiana Roof pe (Donaldson) I m Always in The Mood } 
ballroom, Indianapolis, Oct. 23. Vieni Vieni { 
(Witmark) For You ‘ 
*Ebbtide | feet | 
| Jacques Renard’s orchestra set for (Popular) : 
S : 
|a two-weeker at Solomon’s ballroom, | a aga Harlem Bolero : I 
j a o ae n11e1R< | (Popular ! 
a cat oF whee Gaara deere *First Time I Saw You | Emery Deutsch’s Swing-Jingle 
| Girectl - 1 s 5 (Santly-Joy) > | : 
| in Hollywood. *Yours and Mine HE $ A GYPSY FROM i 
| (Robbins) | : C 
| Lucky Millinder and Mal Hallet | * Indicates filmusical song. POUGHKEEPSIE : 
| battle musically at Penn A. C., | t Production Number. Sere: Sinatestons. Bite . 
| Philadelphia, Nov. 26. from GB's “GANGWAY” . 
| . 
| | LEO SALKIN ON OWN Lord and Lady Whoozis : 
Lee Elliott opened at Stork Club, | ¢ 
| Providence, Oct. 10, succeeding Paul | gut of Consolidated—Also Affects Moon or No Moon ; 
| Tremaine. Stays indefinitely for | Milton Roemer 1 
| Harry Moss. : Pinky Tomtin’s Top Tune I 
Leo Salkin, manager of the Chi- ’ ¢ 
Bob Sylvester plays for Junior | cago office of Consolidated Radio I M JUST a COUNTRY 
| League, Jacksonville, Fla., Nov. 25. Artists, Ine., quits the organization ‘ 
this Friday (15), while Milton P 
| Sammy Kaye opens at the Statler | Roemer, who had charge of hotel j 
| hotel, Cleveland, Nov. 1 for MCA. = nitery bookings, departed last s 
| : | week, Salkin and Roemer are going I 
, " |back into business for themselves. ‘ i 
Rest Block into Arcadia ballroom |  Saikin’s successor has not been g 
|N. Y., Oct. 12 for two weeks. Harry | named, a 
Reser follows on Oct. 27. 3 








Chicago, Oct. 12. 
Salkin has signatured a number 
|of bands to his personal manage- 
: ‘ - 
; ment, and will open his own office, 
Skeeter Palmer back from Muhle- | as will Gus Edwards, who has also 


|bach hotel, returns to Park Plaza | resigned. Other two leave-takers, 
hotel, St. Louis, second week of No-| George Hillman and Tommy 
vember and stays until February, | Thatcher, are already with Rockwell 
when he goes to Florida. O’Keefe agency. 

No new head has been appointed 
for Chi CRA office. Ann Richard- 
| son, assistant to Charles Green, presi- 
| dent, is handling business currently. 


Richard Himber into the Essex 
House, N. Y., Oct. 15. 


Happy Felton preems at Statler | 
hotel, Buffalo, Oct. 22. | 





Mort Dennis set for Statler hotel, 
| St. Louis, Oct. 30. 








| Harms, Inc., is the first of the clan 
to put a Christmas tune into publi- 
| cation this season. It’s ‘I Want You 
15 for | 12° Christmas’ by Sam Stept and 
: | Charles Tobias, 





| Lee Seott due at De Witt Clinton 
hotel, Albany, N. Y., Oct. 
| MCA. 


; | Jay Gorney peddled his tune, ‘Am 
Dick Stabile opened ai the William | I Bewitched by the Night,’ to Para- 


Penn hotel, Pittsburgh, Oct. 11. | mount to be warbled by John Boles 
in ‘The Yellow Nightingale.’ 








CO 


ANNOUNCING 
A NEW BALLAD 


“THERE’S MUSIC 
IN MY HEART, 
CHERIE”’ 


By the Ace Writers 
JOSEPH McCARTHY 
and 
JAMES HANLEY 


Destined for Peak 
Popularity! 


7-4’ me oe OD, 4 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RCA BYUILOING RADIO CITY 
NEW YORK 











Marvin Frederic opens at the} 





CRA’s newly acquired Atlanta Bilt- | 
; more hotel, Atlanta, Ga., Oct. 31 for 


A New Universal 
! CRA for four weeks. 





with this top score by Jimmy 


YOU’RE 


Johnny Hamp opens at the Roose- 
elt hotel, New Orledns, Oct. 21 on 

CRA-Rockwell combo booking. 
Goes from Gypsy Village, Louisville. 


Vv 
a 








| 
| 
| 





Horace Heidt has added Art Car- | 
| ney, mimic, to his crew for Biltmore 
| hotel, N. Y., engagement. Doubling 
j at Loew's State this week. Carney 


| is brother to Bill Carney of MCA. 





Roger Kortland’s Seaview Country ONCE IN 
| Club ork of Philadelphia will double 
| into Chez Vous ballroom there twice | 
| weekly while one-niting in and) 
around Philly. It’s first union crew | 
to play dancery in three years. 


1270 SIXTH AVEwUec 

















“MERRY-GO-ROUND OF 1938,” produced by BUDDY DeSYLVA 


MORE POWER TO YOU 
’M IN MY GLORY 


A NEW HIT ON THE HORIZON 


By BUD GREEN ant MICHAEL FDWARDS 


Micter Music, Inc. 


Smash Music Film 


McHugh and Harold Adamson. 


MY DISH 





A WHILE 


NEW YORK 














Just Rele 


I’LL TAKE ROMANCE. 


By OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN, 


lt, and 


IRVING BERLIN, INC. 





799. SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW 


ased — GRACE MOORE'S GREATEST SONG 


BEN OAKLAND — From the COLUMBIA PICTURE 


YORK 


TUL 
e 


TAKE ROM 


HARRY LINK, Gen. 


ee ee 


ANCE” 





Prof. Mgr. 
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MUSIC—DANCE TOURS 


VARIETY 47 














Last Week’s 15 Best Sellers 





* Indicates filmusical song. 
others are pops. 





Harbor Lights «sssreecceceseececsevecceeseceseeeees Marlo 
*That Old Feeling Co rececccccccccccccecccccccccnccos Feist 
My Cabin of Dreams Poeevesevecccccecsccccecceccecs BETIM 


*Remember Me? ..... socrcccccccsescccccccosccccocos Witmark 
*Whispers in the BREE ed cscdcceccccceccsccecececcec MAMMOUS 

*Moon Got in My Eyes oeeee VELVETY TTT LTTE TT Tre Tee 

One Rose Left in My Heart........csceceeseseeeeees Shapiro 

*Have You Any Castles Baby?..... Cccccccccccecceses HAMS 
EEO eka dave da ticce tia eee's se vevevccccccees RODDINS | 
You Can’t Stop Me From Dreaming...., + seececesees REMICK 
EF ar OO 6 SIS ck coe le bose éoccance Witmark 
con eS cocececoseCnappell 

eee PU TE GON MOUS. c cieclocess'ccccceccccete eeeeee Dantly-Joy 

*Afraid to Dream ....... aes ecdecekC ete. eT Teer Ty 

*Roses in DECOMNEr ...ccccccccccccscece 600 c0ececcece DEIN 


+ Indicates stage production song. The 











Disc Reviews 


By Abel Green 


Bing Crosby glorifies ‘Still Love | 


to Kiss You Goodnight,’ out of ‘52d 
Street,’ and ‘Remember Me,’ out of 
‘Mr. Dodd Takes the Air,’ both non- 
Crosby filmusicals, with John Scott 
Trotter’s expert batoning for musical 
backup on Decca 1451. 


ford, this time with Sam Koki’s Ha- 
waiian combo in support, 
does well on Decca 1440-1-54, with 
six tunes, pops and picture songs, as 
follows: ‘Stardust on the Moon’ and 
‘So Many Memories’ on one couplet; 
‘My Cabin of Dreams’-‘Harbor 


Lights’ on the second platter, and | 


‘Little Fraternity Pin,’ from ‘Varsity 
Show’ 
aired with ‘Dream Girl of PKA.’ 
In this latter Phil Ohman does the 
orchestral direction. The Foursome’ 
are a vocal assist also on this last 
disk. 

For the swingsters, 
makes his Hammond electric organ 
say uncle, using ‘Satan Takes a Holi- 
day’ and Gershwin’s ‘Somebody 
Loves Me’ as his thematics, both in 
strict foxtrot tempo on Decca 1445. 
Herth is a Chi organist and sets the 
pace in the new school of rhythm 
console work. 

Bunny Berigan on Victor 26677 
does what the title song implores, 
‘Mama, I Wanna Make Rhythm,’ 
coupled with ‘Have You Ever Been 
in Heaven?’ both out of Republic’s 
‘Merry-Go-Round. Berigan and Gail 
Reese split the vocals, and the Ber- 
igan brand of trumpet work distin- 
guishes the arrangements. 





GORDON and REVEL 


CLICK AGAIN WITH 


This sensational score for 
Darry! Zanuck 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox production: 











“You Can’t Have Every- 
thing” 


AFRAID TO DREAM 


THE LOVELINESS 
OF YOU 


YOU CAN’T HAVE 
EV’RYTHING 


PLEASE PARDON US 
--WE'RE IN LOVE 


DANGER— 
LOVE AT WORK 


Miccer Music, Inc. 


1270 Sixth Avenue + New York 








Another | 
Hollywood songbird, Frances Lang- | 


likewise | 


(WB), appropriately enough | 


Milt Herth | 











=?/ Doo.’ latter by Kassel and Mel Stit- 
i?|zel, a yesteryear novelty, now done 





Duke Ellington's ‘Bandanna Ba- 
| bies’ and ‘Must Have That Man’ on 
Bluebird 7182 is a reissue but as 
worthy as if a hot-off-the-master re- 
lease. Ellington, of course, has since 
gone Master-Variety 100% (Ameri- 
can Record Co.). 

Edgar Hayes Quintet on Decca 
1444 is snappy with ‘So Rare’ and 
‘Love Me or Leave Me,’ cutting some 
fancy didoes in the swingology 
| school. Cleancut jam, a la the Benny 
Goodman Quartet-Raymond Scott 
Quintet technique. Bill Darrell vo- 
calizes. 

Ben Pollock, regarded by many 
musicians and Tin Pan Alleyites as 
a pioneer of swing, now labels his 
band the Pick-a-Rub Boys and evi- 
dences anew a unique jam style on 
Decca 1458 with ‘Can’t You Hear Me 
| Calling, Caroline,” and ‘My Wild 
Irish Rose’ as his thematics. Peggy 
Mann vocals. 

Billie Halliday, Harlem songstress, 
| has her own combo now comprising 
| Buck Clayton, Lester Young, Buster 
| Bailey, Freddie Green, Claude Thorn- 
| hill, Walter Page and Joe Jones, as 
| fine an array of cats as could be de- 
sired. On Vocalion 3701 she gets in 
the groove with ‘Who Wants Love?’ 
from ‘Bride Wore Red,’ and ‘Getting 
Some Fund Out of Life.’ 

Fats Waller is a solid sender on 
Victor 25671-9, first couplet out of 
the new Cotton Club score. the sec- 
ond from  Republic’s _‘Merry-Go- 
Round,’ ‘Always in the Mood for 
Love,’ and ‘She’s Tall, Tan and Ter- 
rific’ (Davis-Coots) are the first 
titles, and ‘You’re My Dish,’ with 
‘More Power to You’ the other. All 
in Waller’s infectious, good-humored 
style of pianology and scat-singing 
that has sent him into the top brack- 
ets among record sellers. 

Lionel Hampton, he of the Good- 
man tribe, has his own ideas on 
‘Everybody Loves | Baby’ and ‘I 
Just Couldn’t Take It, Baby,’ with 
the maestro self-featured on his 
vibraphone specialty, plus vocalizing. 
A. Rollini, V. Musso, Z. Fiman, J 
Miller, Jess Stacey and Cozy Cole 
comprise his team on Victor 25682. 

Some of the above jamsters, aug- 
mented by Benny Goodman’s regular 
roster, give out ‘Sugar Foot Stomp’ 
(Walter Melrose-Joe Oliver) paired 
with ‘Can’t Give You Anything but 
Love, Baby’ on Vic 25678. Solid 
Jackson jam. 

Smoother foxtrotology on Bruns- 
wick 7969-74 by Jan Garber, erst- 
while best-seller for Decca, until 
weaned away by American Record 
Co. ‘If I Can Count on You’ and 
‘Rosalie from ‘Rosalie,’ the first 
pair; ‘I’m in My Glory’ and ‘More 
Power to You’ the other. Vocals split 
among Tony Allen, Russ Brown and 
Fritz Heilbron. ® d 

Count Basie’s ‘Good Morning Blues’ 
and ‘Our Love Was Meant to Be 
are in the groove on Decea 1446, 
Earl Warren and James Rushing vo- 
calizing; but it’s that Basie jam that | 
distinguishes this couplet. 

Smooth swingo is Tommy Dorsey’s 
‘Josephine’ and a jam version of ‘If 
the Man in the Moon Were a Coon 
(old Fred Fisher number) wherein 
his Clambake Seven and Jack Leon- 
‘ard scintillate. ‘Who Knows?’ and 
| ‘Still of the Night’ are two other 
Dorsey excerpts on Vic 25663. 
| Art Kassel and his Kassels-in-the- 
| Air are new on Bluebird 7184-6 with 
| "The One Rose’ and ‘Doodle-Doo- 























_ 
= 
© 
= 
<< | 
= 
= 
=. | 
© 
— 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


VARIETY AND COLUMBIA RECORDING ARTISTS 


NOW 


PERSONAL AND EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT OF 


ASSOCIATED RADIO ARTISTS 


HARRY MOSS, Pres. 
1650 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, CIRCLE 7-4452 i 


| 
i 








| by Hal 


in the 1937 manner. ‘I Want a New 
Romance’ and ‘I’d Love to Play a 
Love Scene,’ from ‘Love on Toast’ 
(Sam Coslow-Burton Lane) are his 
other chores. Billy Leach and a male 
trio vocalize. 

In the rippling rhythm manner of 
Shep Fields, Bluebird 7180-5 offers 
‘Always in the Mood for You’ and 
‘Tall, Tan and Terrific,’ from the Cot- 
ton Club show; and ‘Who Knows?’ 
and ‘In the Still of the Night’ (Cole 
Porter) out of Metro’s ‘Rosalie,’ of 
which ‘Who Knows?’ sounds a cinch 
for best-selling Bob Goday’s vocals 
per usual scintillate. 

The coin-operators will go for Lil 
Johnson’s bluesing of ‘Broken Heart- 
ed Blues’ and ‘When I Can Get It.’ 
Latter is the barroom idiom. A 


| snappy piano, drums and clarinet ac- 


comp pep it up further. Vocalion 


| 03710. 


Ambrose and his British orches- 
tra’s versions of Raymond Scott’s 
‘Twilight in Turkey’ and Duke El- 
lington-Juan Fizol’s 
tiptop on Decca 1442. 

More Vocalion 03705 novelty by 
The Kideodlers with ‘Hoko Moko 
Isle’ and ‘Riding the Old Ferris 
Wheel,’ nov-hot dance tunes with 
comedy vocal interludes. For the 
coin machines. 


Happy Felten’s ‘Moon at Sea’ and 
‘Alleghany Al’ are smoother, with 
Felton and Ken Nealy splitting the 
vocals on Vocal. 3702. 


Novelty foxtrotology are Frankie 
Carle’s piano solos with guitar, bass 
and drums accomp on Decca 1456-7, 
medleying ‘Afraid to Dream,’ ‘Loveli- 
ness of You,’ and “You Can’t Have 
Everything’ (Gordon-Revel), with 
‘Feelin’ Like a Million’ and ‘Yours 
and Mine’ (Brown-Freed) on the 
reverse disk. ‘Remember Me’ and 
‘I’m in Love,’ with ‘Moon Got in My 
Eyes’-‘Natural Thing to Do’ is the 
companion release. 

Willie Farmer cuts a nice waxing 
on Bluebird 7181-3 with ‘Have You 
Ever Been in Heaven?’ and ‘Mama, I 
Wanna Make Woo’ on one platter. 
The other is ‘You’re My Dish’ paired 
with ‘More Power to You.’ Shirley 
Erown vocalizes throughout. 


Is That a Biz? 
Musical Dresses 


Capture Fancy 





Byron G. Moon, ad agency man 
and promoter of a style of musical 
design for textiles, wall paper, etc., 
has agreed to rewrite the licensing 
contract which he holds with the 
Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
ciation. Moon was asked to aban- 
don his present method of paying 
royalties to music copyright owners 
so that the latter can be guaranteed 
a minimum fee of $100 for every 
number used in creating a design. 
Under the original terms a manu- 
facturer had to turn out 100,000 


:|yards of a textile before the copy- 


right owner concerned could collect 
that amount. 


Moon introduced the musical de- 
sign idea last year. An object is 
imprinted in such fashion as to 
simulate the notes of a popular 
melody. For example, if the de- 
signer wants to develop a daisy 





‘Caravan’ are | 





motif, the flowers can be placed in| 


a progression which closely follows 


the scale arrangement of the basic | 


melody of ‘Daisies Don’t Tell.’ Fash- | 


ion mags have already given much 


space to the conceit, referring to the | 
finished product as ‘musical dress- | 


, 6 


es,’ ‘melodic scarfs,’ etc. 
Harry Fox, gen. mgr. of the 


| MPPA, found that the contract al- 


lowed for a royalty of only 1/10 of 
1% on a yard, with the result that 
there was little in the project for 


the music copyright owner unless : 


the particular design was turned out 
in huge quantities. 

Moon agreed that the complaint 
was a reasonable one. He explained 
that 30 tunes have alreedy been 
used in these textile designs, and 
stated that in addition to revising 
the licensing agreement he would 
reimburse each owner of the 39 


(numbers at the $100 minimum rate, 


even though the actual manufac- 
turer allowed them much less than 


;} that amount. 





YOUNGSTERS’ AIR PREEM 
Sidney Miller and Mickey Rooney, 


|who claim to be the youngest song- 


|writing team in Hollywood, had 
their newest number, “‘That’s What 


Love Will Do For You,’ air preemed 
Kemp. Miller is 18 
Rooney 16. 


and 





Eddie Cherkose and Charles Ro- 


|soff peddled ‘Autry for Congress- 
|man’ and ‘We're Goin’ 


in Society,’ 


| which Gene Autry will warble in his 
new Republic picture, 
Cowboy.’ 


‘Washington 





‘No Benefits Clause in Contract 





Aimed at Philadelphia Cafe 





> —_—_——__———_——_ 


Music Notes 





Jack Mills has acquired the Ameri- 
can rights to ‘The Greatest Mistake 
of My Life’ from Irwin Dash, Brit- 
ish publisher. James Netson wrote 
the tune. 


Remick has taken ‘Everything You} 
Friend | 
}and Dave Franklin for publication. 


Said Came True’ from Cliff 





Paul Zens joined Kalmar-Ruby, 


being succeeded as music clearance | 


head at KNX by Anne Brenton. 


MacGreen, formerly with Marlo 
Music, joined Remick firm in profes- 
sional department. 





Burton Lane, Manning Sherwin 
and Frank Loesser cleffing Para- 
mount’s ‘College Swing.’ 


Shep Fields and his band are fea- 
tured in Paramount's ‘Big Broadcast 
of 1938.’ 


Charles Tobias and Sammy Stept 
are writing tunes for radio’s ‘Having 
Wonderful Time.’ 


Jack Yellen and Sam Pokrass are 


scripting tunes for 20th-Fox’s ‘Bread, | 


Butter and Rhythm.’ 


Walter Bullock and Harold Spina 
are cleffing ‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ 
at 20th-Fox. 

Whitney Blake is handling the 
publication of Hugh W. Schubert's 
latest tune, ‘Exclusively.’ 








Harry Barris’ new number, ‘Swing 
That Cheer,’ was preemed on Camel 
Caravan. 





Harry Sosnik batoning four Smith 
Ballew recordings at Decca. 


| Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 
Understanding that he will be re- 
quired to play no benefit shows has 
been included in pact placing Joe 
Frasetto’s orchestra in Hotel Adel- 
Cate starting 
(14), Vincent 
has been expelled for 


phia’s Marguery, 


Fhursday Replaces 
Rizzo, who 
six months and fine $1,000 by union 
| for performing under scale. 


Gimmick clause forced in by 
| Union, according to Prez. A. A. To- 


mei, because of constant demand by 


| Jack Lynch, Care Marguery op, for 
| benefit shows. Benefits will be 
|played if okayed by Local Exec 
| Board onl 

y- 

| Another clause provides Frasetto 


|musickers can’t perform at hotel 
functions. Formerly, Cafe Marguery 
| band was allowed to work in other 
| parts of the hotel if standby band 
| was paid. Tomei said attempt being 
| made as far as possible to eliminate 
standbys generally. 


SN ee 

















A Popular Favorite! 


“WHY TALK 
ABOUT LOVE?” 


The Hit of 20th Century- 
Fox’s “Life Begins in Col- 
lege,”’ 

- © 
Just Out! 
“SOUNDS IN THE NIGHT" 
“ON THE SILVER SANDS 

AT WAIKIKI” 


Silver and 
Hits from 
wood Hilarities of 1938." 


NLU 
Sa 


HOLLYWOOD SONGS 


RCA BUILDING -RADIO CITY-NEW YORINY. 
PHIL KORNHELVSER, Gen. Mar. 














Abner 


Dorothy 
Gulman 


“Holly- 




















The Year's Most 


ROBBINS offers— 


Important Music 








IF YOU WERE 


The Greatest Production Score of the Decade 
ARTHUR SCHWARTZ’ and LEONARD STILLMAN’S 
Songs for Radio City’s Musical Romance 


YOU AND | KNOW 
AN OLD FLAME NEVER DIES 
GOOD-BYE JONAH 


“VIRGINIA” 


SOMEONE ELSE 





“Broadway Melody of 


BROWN and FREED SCORE AGAIN! 


YOURS AND MINE 
I'M FEELIN’ LIKE A MILLION 
YOUR BROADWAY AND MY BROADWAY 
EVERYBODY SING 


1938,"" and These Hits: 





GORDON and REVEL’S Greatest Score from Eddie Cantor's 


20th Century-Fox Production, “All Baba Goes to Town” 


VE GOT MY HEART SET ON YOU 
LAUGH YOUR WAY THROUGH LIFE 
SWING IS HERE TO SWAY 





LEADING ALL SONG 


50 


HITS IN POPULARITY 


RARE 








799 Seventh Avenue 





ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


New York 
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48 VARIETY 


VAUDE—NITE CLUBS 





Wednesday, October 13, 1937 











International Casino's Heavy 


Click Has ‘Em All Worried 
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Casino, new 
is hurting | 


| 


The International 
Broadway revue-theatre, 
the French Casino, its most direct 
opposition, and is also cutting into 
the other Broadway cabaret-restau- 
rants. That includes the Paradise, 
Hollywood and Cotton Club. 

Cafe men, including the I. C. 
management, don’t like the tenor of 
this sort of drainage because it | 
doesn’t augur well for the business | 
in general. It’s axiomatic that a hit | 
show helps the other hits, and bol- 
sters the lesser legits, through the 
overflow. Similarly, when nite life 
is bullish it’s big for everybody. 
That only a small group can shift 
from one new spot to another and 
support a limited biz isn’t good for 
the business as a whole. 

Cliff Fischer is now in New York 
readying plans for a new Xmas night 
show at the French Casino. The 
F. C. management is also planning 
another newer and bigger spot, with 
a more lavish type of nitery enter- 
tainment, to augment the French | 
Casino. 

Henry Lartigue, French cafe man- 
ager and showman, is now general 
manager of the F. C., brought over 
by Fischer last week and installed | 
in his new berth. 


L’VILLE NITERIES ON 
UPBEAT; 6 SPOTS GLOW 


Louisville, Oct. 12. 

Smiles are again wreathing the 
faces of nitery operators, with the 
trend being in the direction of down- 
town spots. Crystal Terrace is get- 
ting nice biz, on the ground floor 
of the Henry Clay Hotel. Johnny 
Burkarth’s orch, local combo, boast- 
ing 12 pieces, and a floor show, 
helped the spot off to a good start. 

Chez Paree, new dine and dance 
spot in the downtown district, under 
the direction of Norman Neafus, for- 
merely operator of Iroquois Gar- 
dens, is also doing nice biz. Noble 
Sissle’s orch and floor show are big 
faves with local patrons. 

Club Greyhound is in full swing 
again, with Herbie Holmes orch 
and floor show headed by Reis and 
Dunn, assisted by Nancy Hutson, 
Beverly Kirk, Jack, June and Blair. 
Club Paddock, entirely remodelea 
and refurnished, offers Bill Swain’s 
band and two floor shows nightly, 
with Ray and Stanley Maureen, 
Saunders Sisters and Five Palmer 











Girls. Johnny Hamp is home again 
at the Gypsy Village and features 
Millicent Hope and Jack Campbell. 
Casa Madrid, under the guiding hand 
of Johnny O’Leary, reopened with 
Henry Biagini’s crew playing nightly 
and offering swing contests each 
Wednesday. Jan Garber is set for 
a one nighter Oct. 18. 


HARRY RICHMAN INTO 
CLOVER CLUB, H’WOOD 


Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Clover Club reopens here Nov. 4 
with Harry Richman and a 12-piece 
name band. 
Place has been enlarged at a cost 
of $100,000. Idea is to make it the 
ace nite spot on the Coast. 


WALDORF’S 3D DANCERY 

Waldorf-Astoria hotel, N. Y., will 
close its Empire Room for supper 
dancing and create another dance 
spot in the Lounge Cafe to open 
Oct. 21 with Dick Abbott’s band. 
Abbott is also doing caricatures for 
the walls. 

Empire room will be open for din- 
ner only in the future with the 
Lounge reserved for informal supper 
dancing. There'll be no competition 
with the formal Sert Room’s enter- 
tainment since latter will be strictly 
for tripping. 


FRASETTO’S PHILLY SPOT 
Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 

Joe Frasetto’s orch goes into Jack 
Lynch’s Cafe Marguery, in the Ho- 
tel Adelphia, tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) night, replacing Vincent Rizzo. 
Latter recently drew a six-month 
suspension and $1,000 fine from the 
tooters’ union for playing under 
scale, 

Frasetto as in the Hotel Philadel- 
phian Mirror room last season and 
summered at the 500 Club, Atlantic 
City. He played the Marguery sev- 
eral seasons ago. 

















What! No Banknite? 


For a $1.50 table d’hote, the 
Harlem Uproar House, N. Y., 
offers the dinner, a 75-people 
colored show, a dance band and 
a Cuban combo. 

Bingo was added last week, 
with prizes for winners, 


MCA’S $6,000 SUIT 
VS. FRENCH CASINO 


Music Corp. of America has filed 
suit in N. Y. supreme court to 
recover $6,000 which it claims it 
loaned Louis F. Blumenthal, presi- 
dent, and Jacob Shapiro, director, 
of Paris in New York, Inc., pro- 
ducers of French Casino revues. 
Dispute grows out of contract en- 
tered into in August, 1935, under 
which MCA agreed to back three 
Casino productions up to $25,000 
each. It claims it advanced the de- 
fendants the $6,000 solely for the 
purpose of producing French revues 
outside of New York, as called for 
by the contract. It claims Blumen- 
thal and Shapiro failed to carry out 
their agreement in the out-of-town 
contract and now seeks to recover 
the amount advanced on the notes. 


Defendants answer action by de- 
claring that Music Corp. failed to 
live up to its agreement to back all 
three New York revues. Instead it 
only financed the first two produc- 
tions and ran out on the third, thus 
depriving them of an opportunity to 
put over the third production as 
agreed to by the plaintiff. 


J. C. Stein, prez of MCA, also ad- 
vanced some $15,000 to the new In- 
ternational Casino, on Broadway, 
currently the French Casino’s ace 
competish. Stein manages and books 
George Olsen’s band, hence the 
financial aid. That was a friendly 
loan, and not an investment as in the 
above suit. : 


SHUBERTS PAY OFF ON 
FINE’S BOWERS CLAIM 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 
While preparations were being 
made by Jack Fine to file suit against 
Cookie Bowers and the William Mor- 
ris office for $25,000 damages for al- 
leged breach of contract, the Shu- 
bert attorneys came through with 
$2,500 and the case was dropped. 
According to Henry A. Kalcheim, 
who represented Fine, Bowers was 
booked for Fine’s ‘Play Girls’ unit, 
and for the Shuberts’ ‘Show Is On’ 
at the same time; and when he did 
not appear for the opening of the 
former, the unit opening had to be 
set back and rebuilt. 


























Ubangi Club, Philly, 
Draws Likker Charge 


Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 

Ubangi Club, large nitery with 
colored shows, has been cited by the 
State Liquor Control Board for re- 
vocation of its license. Charged with 
refilling liquor bottles. Owner Har- 
vey Lochman will have a hearing 
Oct. 18 in the Board’s offices. 

Liquor Board considers bottle- 
filling highly serious offense, al- 
though it seems unlikely that Loch- 
man’s license will be permanently 
revoked. Board can order it sus- 





pended, which gives owner right to 
remain open and pay a $10 forfeiture 
for each day his license is under 
} suspension. 

Almost a hundred other places 


| 
| nave bene cited by the Board re- 


cently in drive against all sorts of 
offenses. Most spots, however, have 
been one-man chartered clubs, Many 
lost charters and liquor licenses. 





FRENCH CASINO OUT OF CHI 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

French Casino company has 
stepped out of the Casino Parisien 
which it operated in the Hotel Mor- 
rison last season. Hotel will operate 
the nitery on its own and will reopen 
the spot within next six weeks, pos- 
sibly on a lower price policy. 

Hotel is also operating cocktail 





lounge and Monte Carlo, 


Gus Van Wows Omaha; 


Niteries’ Name Policy 


Omaha, Oct. 12. 
Gus Van has been held over for a 
second week at Chez Paree, East 
Omaha nitery. Stays now till Fri- 
day (15), although originally set for 
only seven days. Spot is cashing in 
on minstrel’s appearance with best 





biz in months and will probably 
follow up with names of similar 
| calibre. | 

| Van here only six months ago in 
| stage appearance at Orpheum. At 
| the time he headed West, but ex- 
| pected to make nite club routes later 
|in season. Variety club guested Van 
| at its luncheon Saturday. 

Nino Rinaldo’s orch also holds at 
Chez Paree and Robinson Twins, 
steppers, have been added to bill. 
Marks second big’ entertainment 
name to appear at Omaha night spot 
|in two weeks, Sally Rand having 
showed at Peony Park previously. 
Inaugurates new policy for nite spots 
here, and results on these two in- 
dicate continuance. 








'e@ 15 YEARS AGO e. 


(From Variety and Clipper) 








Pathe could not boox ‘Grandma’s 
Boy’ with the Stanley, Phila. Put it 
in two nabes and the Lloyd comedy 
pulled from the downtown patrons. 





Capitalists figured the time was 
ripe for Fatty Arbuckle’s comeback. 
Offered Famous Players $400,000 for 
the films shelved. But the time was 
not ripe. 





Trade rang with rumors that 
Zukor and Lasky were at the part- 
ing of the ways. Both denied, They 
were right. Not yet. 





Soph Tucker, Lopez Band, Jane 
and Katherine Lee and Van and 
Schenck helping to pack the Palace, 
N. Y. But they had all been there 
too long, and the bill flattened. Kids 
were hanging around the lobby col- 
lecting return checks and seat cou- 
pons from people who were leaving 
during intermission. 





Billy (Single) Clifford trying a 
comeback in New Orleans. Was us- 
ing a school room bit, but not the 
entertainer of old. 





Dave Appolon did so well in the 
Ford Sisters revue he blossomed out 
in his own Russian Revue at the 
Jefferson. Oniy four people then. 
Stuck pretty close to the Chauve 
Souris ideas. Got over. 





‘Plantation Days,’ colored revue, 
had played six weeks in a Chicago 
nabe and had to give midnight mats 
to take care of the crowd. Fast 
show. 





Elsie Janis out in Chicago at the 
Palace and getting a crowd in spite 
of bad weather. 





Karyl Norman held for a third 
week at the ’Frisco Orpheum. First 
act of the season to last that long, 
but he made a weekly change. 

Paul Whiteman, under a long con- 
tract to the Palais Royal, N. Y., made 
a deal with Paul Salvain for six 
weeks time out for a tour. Cafe 
owner got part of the coin. White- 
man had 11 bands working in Great- 
er N. Y. and 17 on the road. Also 
supplied 40 others with a Whiteman 
Musical Service. 





John Cort ran a costume comedy, 
‘Dolly Jordan’ for five days at Daly’s 
and quit. Fastest flop of the season. 





It cost Marcus Loew $137,000 to 
settle damage suits brought by those 
injured by the cave in of the tem- 
porary sidewalk in front of the 
Warfield, ’Frisco. Architects took 
half the rap. 





Local ‘Follies’ show idea revived 
by Keith. Had done well in N. Y. 
through the summer. Now used 
out of town. 





Loew’s State cut to three shows 
a day to get the curtain down by 
11:30. Late show played to empty 
seats. Now it’s midnite mats. 





Sam Scribner writing the papers 
to declare the lid was not off in 
burley. Now burley is off the lid. 





Big Applers for London Troc 
Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 12. 
Two Charlotte Big Applers booked 
by Music Corp., open at the Troca- 
dero, London, Nov. 1, 
They are Louise Kline and Bill 
Ball, contract calling for 15 weeks. 








Maurice’s Frolics Buy; 
Osterman Vice Holtz? 


Phil Maurice, who owns Chez 
Maurice, Montreal, is buying into 
the Frolics, N. Y., where Lou Holtz 
is currently headliner-m.c, at $3,500 
a week. 

Jack Osterman, after opéning Fri- 
day (15) for two weeks at the 
Palaroma, Schenectady, may follow 
Holtz into the Frolics. 


CHI VAUDE UP: 
WEEKEND, NABE 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

Vaudeville is on the increase, both 
in town and in the surrounding ter- 
ritory. Several houses are going into 
week-end vaudeville; the Rialto, 
Balaban & Katz Joliet house, taking 
on Sunday acts, and two other houses 
are mulling the same idea, but noth- 
ing is actually signed yet. 

Also, the Avalon, doing a high 
school raily the past week-end, 
might be interpreted as a sign that 
the bigger neighborhoods are swing- 
ing in the direction of vaudeville. 
However, agents are not interpret- 
ing it as such. Most of them feel 
that they’ve expected so many times 
and been disappointed that they’re 
not going to be caught again. 


On the other hand, most of ’em are 
going after new business in a big 
way, trying to squeeze four acts in 
here or there, no matter whether it’s 
a hole in the wall or not. Aside from 
complaining that there aren’t enough 
houses, agents are also yelping that 
they haven’t enough acts. 


Shortage of acts fitting in with the 
neighborhood bills becomes more 
apparent every week. Total price 
for a complete neighborhood set-up 
averages somewhat under $250 per 
day, and it’s a problem to find good 
acts who'll work for that kind of 
money. Plenty of floperoo stuff is 
around, but agents don’t want to risk 
the loss of a house by booking the 
weak turns. And they’re afraid to 
ask for a budget increase where 
houses are just beginning a vaude- 
ville policy, lest the house go back 
to straight pictures, 

So, instead of a huzzah with a 
wave for vaude, agents are moaning 
louder than ever that life is hard and 
cruel, 


CINCY NITERY CLICK; 
‘BIG APPLE’ WOWS ’EM 


Cincinnati, Oct. 12. 

Big biz is on tap at the Pavillon 
Caprice, supper club of the Nether- 
land Plaza, in first week of its new 
season. Got under way Thursday 
(7) with Jimmy Dorsey’s orchestra 
at $4 per head, the fee including 
supper. There were 593 cash cus- 
tomers. 


Occasion marked the formal bow 
of the Big Apple dance among the 
burg’s swells. Max Schulman, man- 
ager of the hotel, engaged a small 
group of collegians to introduce the 
number. In a short time the dolled 
up patrons got the bug. 




















Black and White Halves 
To Le Mirage’s Diversion 


Black and white revues in one 
nitery is Le Mirage’s new idea th‘s 
season, with the Yanyego Voodoo 
Dancers for the midnight frolics, 
heading the colored portion. 

At dinner Rafaelo Diaz, Reed Law- 
ton, John Beck, monologist, and 


Horton’s orchestra hold forth. 





MORRIS OFC. SHIFTS ACCT. 
Chicago, Oct. 12. 

Chicago office of William Morris 
to book the Arrow Head Inn, Cin- 
cinnati. 

Switch from Morris (N. Y.) office 
was made to save on servicing and 
railroad fares. 





VILLAGE’S BIGGER SHOWS 

Village Barn (N. Y.) nitery, goes 
for its first semi-name band with 
the engagement of Johnny Johnson 
starting Nov. 8. 

Spot is also going for steeper acts 
through recent deal with MCA, 
which will book exclusively. 


LOW PAY FADES 
SPANISH ACTS 


All-time high number of Spanish 
niteries due in N. Y. this season will 
mean next to nothing for standard 
Latin talent or possible importations 
unless there is an about-face by 
owners. Poor pay will probably 
boom Harlem and Congo-rhumba tal- 
ent, a growing source of supply for 
Spanish type entertainment. 


Bigger. spots around midtown go 
for slightly larger nut than the out- 
|lying places. Most of it is spent for 
|orchestras, however. Only excep- 
tional talent is paid off in any real 
coin. 


Agents say it is impossible to bring 
in acceptable talent from anywhere 
below Texas for anything less than 
$100 weekly. This figure is rarely 
approached in N. Y., or elsewhere 
in U. S. with many acts working 
for as little as $15. Trend toward 
the Spanish motif might prompt 
|more nomadic and less attractive acts 
| to venture from home grounds on 
| speculation. But acts more in de- 
|mand stay put in haunts. Show- 
| struck kids of Harlem’s Cuban, Porto 
| Rican, Mexican and S. A. derivation 
| are available at coffee-and-cake coin, 
and usually fill already existing 
spots. 


Agents seldom realize much from 
Spanish talent, either, because of pe- 
culiar business quirks. Most of the 
Latin mixtures know one another 
and because of friendships with man- 
agers make direct contact for work. 


Already operating in New York 
are the Yumuri, La Conga, El To- 
reador, Marta’s, El Chico, El Gaucho 
and Casa Valencia. Others due and 
talked of are Trocadero and revival 
of El Bolero in the Village, one in 
the 52d st. nitery belt and the new 
Havana-Madrid, opening this week. 
Harlem has three native haunts, 
Compramor, Cubana, and Fighter 
Pedro Martinez’ bistro. Above fig- 
ures do not include 10 local hotels 
using alternate Latin type bands. 


F&M ST. LOUIS POLL 
STRONG FOR VAUDFILM 


St. Louis, Oct. 12. 

Results of a poll conducted jointly 
by Fanchon & Marco and the St 
Louis Star-Times in an effort to de- 
termine the particular likes and dis- 
likes of theatre patrons show that, 
although stage presentations have 
not been a paying proposition here 
for the past several years, 50,078 bal- 
loters answered questions relative to 
that subject. 


Of that number 34,634 voted af- 
firmatively and 15,444 were op- 
posed. Affirmative votes were split 
as follows: Vaude, 12,978; name 
bands, 9,898; dancers and singers 
combined, 8,144, 


Court OK’s Mae Wynn; 
Counter Suit Cleared 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

Decision has been handed down 
by Judge Dady that the divorce de- 
cree obtained by Lieut. James Turn- 
bull, U. S. N., against Mae Wynn, 
dancer, had been obtained by fraud. 
At the same time he indicated that on 
Oct. 25 he will give Miss Wynn a 
divorce on charge of adultery based 
on evidence in letters written by 
Turnbull. 

Dancer, who is currently working 
in Europe, is being represented by 
Attorney Henry A. Kalcheim who, on 

















; : wv | Oct. 25, will ask the return of cer- 
Rajah Raboid, magician, with Harry | 


tain monies, real estate, and for sup- 
tain monies, real estate, and support 
for the minor child. 





Another War Averted 


Chattanooga, Oct. 12. 


Rhumba show at Tri-States Fair 
almost caused international incident. 


The hotcha show used the Cuban 
national flag for outsie decorations. 
Cuban Consul Angel Perez heard 
about racy exhib and demanded that 
mayor have Cuban flag removed. 

‘It is indecent and not representa- 
tive of my country,’ claimed Pere. 
‘Besides, they’re Mexicans and Porto 
Ricans, not Cubans.” 

Flag came down pronto and pro- 





moters apologized to Cuba. 
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Olson of Lyric, Indpls., Celebrates 
2th Anni This Week; Strong for Vande 





, * 
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By BILL KILEY 


Indianapolis, Oct. 12. 

With obituaries posted on the de- 
mise of vaudeville, and managers 
and performers consoling each other 
at the bier, relatives may be inter- 
ested to know that Charles M. Olson, 
operator of the Lyric, has appar- 
ently the prescription necessary to 
keep a spark of life aglow. Twenty- 
five years ago, on Oct, 14, 1912, Ol- 
son opened the Lyric in partnership 
with Ben V. Barton. On the original 
bill were the Five Juggling Nor- 
mans, Greye and Green, DeMoyer 
and Danie, Mary Dorr and the Cow- 
boy Minstrels. Acts were booked by 
Sullivan & Considine. 


The original Lyric had a seating 
capacity of 1,200 and the stage faced 
west. In 1919, the stage was shifted 
to face south, and the capacity of the 
house increased to 1,800. 

Olson was active head of the the- 
atre from 1912-1927, when he sold 
out to Ed Sourbier, intending to re- 
tire to Southern Californa. Sourbier 
failed to fulfill his contract with the 
groud-owners, and they took over. 
The theatre was then leased to Fred 
Dolle, operator of the Fourth Ave. 
Amus. Co. of Louisville, Ky. 

In 1933, with the theatre flounder- 
ing in the red, Olson was recalled 
from his ‘seclusion in the west and 
put in charge to operate for the 
ground-owners. He has continued 
to operate the house since that time, 
with the house playing its 162d week 
of vaudeville with the current biil. 

Before Olson went into the show 
business he was a professional wres- 
tler. He was acknowledged by sport- 
ing writers to be tops at his weight, 
light heavy... With money earned by 
engaging in bouts with such head- 
liners in his time as Frank Gotch, 
he built a small house called the 
Isis. Ben Barton, Olson’s partner, 
Was engaged to operate the house. 
The first month the small theatre 
showed a profit of $1,150, which was 
enough to convince Olson that there 
were easier ways of making money 
besides the grunt-and-groan racket. 
Previous to building the Lyric in 


U. S. Acts Click in Rio 


Roberts and White, comedy 
dancers, and Ted Adair sailed for 
Rio de Janeiro Oct. 9. Will open Oct. 
23 at the Urea Casino for eight 
weeks, with options. Hal Sands 
booked. 

Option on Milt Britton band, at 
the Rio spot for the last eight weeks, 
has been renewed for another fort- 
night and will continue on the two- 
week option basis indefinitely. Girl 
line also reticketed as of Oct. 20, 
which will bring its time up from 
the aaa eight-week stay to 22 
Vv ceks, 


Heidt- Dead End 
Set New Record 
At NY. State, 456 


—_———__ 








Loew’s State, N. Y., which has not 
had a losing week during the past 
year and is one of the few remain- 
ing vaudfilm houses in the country, 
is driving toward a new all time high 
of $45,000 or better with ‘Dead End,’ 
on second run, and the Horace 
Heidt orchestra onstage. . Heidt did 
six shows Saturday (9) and an ex- 
tra show Monday (11). 


Previous record of $44,500 was set 
by Rydy Vallee and ‘Libeled Lady’ 
(MG) (2d run) over Thanksgiving 
week last year. That is concededly 
a better box office holiday than Co- 
lumbus Day (yesterday), which aids 
Heidt and ‘Dead End’ toward beat- 
ing the Vallee-‘Lady’ combination. 
In view of the fact that ‘Dead End’ 
had five strong weeks at the Rivoli 
on first run, a new high for the sec- 
ond-run State this week will be all 
the more remarkable and is consid- 
ered to attest stoutly to the draught 
of Heidt and his band. The Heidt 





1912, Olson operated several houses 
besides the Isis, namely, the Alham- | 
bra, Crystal and the Apollo. Barton | 
sold out to Olson when they could | 
not agree on the policy of the Lyric. | 
He now operates a neighborhood fill- 
ing station. 

Olson’s formulae is that if a unit | 
revue fails to measure up, after it 
arrives on opening day, he books in 
added acts to fill out. If a straight 
vaude presentation doesn’t meet his 
ideas of a good show, he spends up 
to the line in order to keep his pa- 
trons from being disappointed. 

Olson has kept the physical prop- 
erty of the house up, having in- 
stalled a new stage, cooling system, 
new main floor seats, and new sound 
in the past two years. In 1936 the 
house had a gross of more than 
$500,000, and paid off, the ground- 
Owners a neat profit. 


NEW HAVEN OK’S 
SUNDAY VAUDE 


New Haven, Oct. 12. 

Recent passage of an ordinance 
legalizing Sunday vaude shows prob- 
ably means a once-a-month stage 
show policy for the Paramount here. 
Previous situation was a headache. 
due to Thursday openings, as it 
meant publicizing a show all over 
again on Mondays following a Sab- 
bath letdown. 

First try under the new setup will 
be Dave Appolon’s 
1938,’ set for the week of Oct. 21. 











Concert Cancelled But 


Fiddler Birdsall Paid 


Detroit, Oct. 12. 


Edward Birdsall, winner of Detroit | 
Times-Rubinoff violin contest held | 


while maestro was appearing at Fox 
theatre here coupla weeks ago, will 
not appear at theatre for some time, 
due to illness, 

Although the youth hasn't been 
able to fill the engagement, check 
for $100 covering the week’s appear- 
ance has been given him, and he'll 
appear at later time, if arrangements 
Can be made, 


| orchestra 


‘Varieties of | 


is among the oldtimers 
that were standard in vaudeville in 
the good old days. Heidt is getting 
$8,500 here as against $9,000 paid 
Vallee last Thanksgiving. 


Al Rosen, who has managed the 


| State for five years, has Joe Lewis 


booked for next week and is bring- 
ing Lou Holtz in Oct. 28, followed 
on Nov. 4 by Ted Lewis’ orchestra. 


BENNY DAVIS’ $3,000 
UNIT SANS HIMSELF 


Benny Davis is, for the first time, 
producing a unit in which he himself 
will not appear as m.c. Johnny 
Woods, imitator, will do the Davis 
role. It'll be a $3,000-a-week show, 
labeled ‘Younger Generation,’ and 
opens Friday (15) at Fay’s, Philly. 

In the cast are Ken and Roy 
Paige, McDonald and Ross, Anita 
Jakobi, Billy Blake, Dorn Brothers 
and Mary, Shoe Shine Boys, Don 
Hooten, Edith Holden and Dorothy 
lles. 








Spitalny’s Wash. Cancel 


Phil 





Spitalny cancelled out the 
Earle, Washington, with Warners 
Oct. 29, because of his sponsors, 
General Electric, staging a dealers 
meeting Nov. 3 in Cleveland. 

WB balked at first at the cancella- 
tion. 








_ Altoona’s 3-Day Vaude 


| Altoona, Pa., gets vaude when the 


indie Strand starts a policy Oct. 22 | 


'of four-act bills three days a week. 
| Eddie Sherman will book. 

Flesh will be on the boards Fri- 
| days, Saturdays and Mondays. 
‘will have to lay off Sundays, when 
Altoona theatres are shuttered, ac- 
| cording to Penn. law. 


LOU HOLTZ FOR STATE, N. Y. 

Lou Holtz will make a stand at 
Loew’s State, N. Y., week of Oct. 28. 
Curtis & Allen hooked the comedian, 
current at the Frolics cafe. 





Acts | 


Last date Holtz played at the 
State was in September, ‘35. 


PRESS GAG THAT WORKED 


Halcourt’s 





Insolent Dummy Gets 
Space and Work 

Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 

Ralph Halcourt, Cincinnati ven- 
triloquist, arrived in Philly just a 
month ago with no coin and a well- 
worn dummy. Now he’s got a job, 
coin in his pouch and a new dummy. 
Job and resultant happy days all 
came through publicity gag that 
landed him on page one of every 
sheet in town morning after he ar- 
rived. 

Half block from City Hall, on busy 
Market street, Halcourt sat himself 
on a stool, dummy on his knee. Joe 
Cookie (that’s the dummy) had a 
tin cup and was crying for alms. 
Patrolmen Paul Falk and Edward 
Snyder came over and told him he 
couldn’t beg without a license. 

As Halcourt started to apologize 
the dummy opened up, ‘Flatfeet. Big 
slobs.’ Halcourt tried to shut him 
up. ‘Nerts,’ he shouted. 

Halcourt and Joe were soon the 
wrong side of the brass rail in night 
court. ‘Look,’ said Halcourt to Ser- 
geant Ryne. ‘It was this way...’ 

‘Calls himself a sergeant,’ squealed 
Joe. 

‘Sh-h-h-h,’ whispered Halcourt. 

‘Nerts,’ shouted the dummy. 

‘What?’ yelled the Sergeant. 

So they put Joe Cookie on a chair 
and one of the cops sat on him and 
the whole story came out. The 
papers made merry with it next day. 
Halcourt and Joe have been eating 
regularly ever since. 


STANLEY, PITT, 
AGAIN STUCK 
FOR NAMES 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 


Stage bookings for Stanley, WB de 
luxer, growing scarcer than hen’s 
teeth again, with scheduled crossed 
up by Shep Fields’ Coast call by 
Par and Ted Lewis’ inability to fix a 
definite date. Both of these orchs 
were scheduled for return engage- 
ments this month. 

As a result, Phil Spitalny’s outfit 
comes in Friday (15) on heels of 
Xavier Cugat, but nothing at all is 
set yet for following two weeks. For 
November, house has Don Bestor 
and Yacht Club Boys 5th, and Fred 
Waring the 12th. 

Management has been passing up 
all vaude-type shows for name bands 
exclusively, but may change its mind 
as result of favorable biz done by 
group of acts headed by Buddy 
Rogers and without an orch last 
week. Harry Kalmine, WB zone 
manager here, now in New York 
desperately trying to line up flesh at- 
tractions, but discovering majority 
of them are tied up by radio and in 
hotels. 


Bertell-Batchelor Tie; 
Rayburn, Morris Shift 


Jack Bertell and Walter Batchelor 
have merged agencies. Bertell will 
represent Batchelor in New York, 
and the latter, now headquartering 
in Hollywood, will be Coast rep. 

Stanley Rayburn, handling cafes 
for Batchelor, Inc., goes on his own. 
Maynard Morris, legit, shifted to 
Leland Hayward, and Jack Eman- 
uel is now with Batchelor in the 
Coast office. 




















Felton Band-Mary Brian 
| In Philly; Berigan’s Date 


| Before opening at the Statler 
/hotel, Buffalo, Oct. 22, Happy Fel- 
ton’s band plays a week’s engage- 
|ment at the Earle theatre, Phila- 
| delphia, opening Oct. 15 with Mary 
| Brian, filmer, doing a p.a. 

Bunny Berigan is set for his first 
'vaude date at the Stanley, Pitts- 
burgh, Oct. 29. MCA set both deals. 


| isa =e 





Morton Downey’s P.A.s 


Morton Downey, arriving this 
| week from London, goes into the 
| RKO Keith, Boston, the week of Oct. 
| 28 and follows at the RKO Palace, 
Chicago, the week of Nov. 5. 

Sammy Weisbord, of the Morris 
office, arranged. 


Bowes Negro Ams Sour in Wash: 
Sub Unit f or Richmond, Norfolk 





v 


Femme Ops, Plus Wall 
St. Coin, Nitery Click 


Irene and Cora Stephens and 
Georgie Moore, three ex-showsgirls 
who later were the coatroom con- 
cessionaires at Elsie’s, an east side 
(N. Y.) bistro, promoted a Wall 
streeter for $60,000 and have a new 
spot, the Whirling Top, on East 52d. 


Honey Williams, bluester. 

Lonya joins this week for the 
cocktail sessions with dialect songs 
to self-accordion accomp, doubling 
from the Russian Bear. Line of 
girls may be added later. 


Combo's Main 
Idea—Work For 


Crosley’s Line 








Washington, Oct. 12. 

Loew - Rappaport-Sherman deal, 
reported formed to buck Warner’s 
three-stand opposition, is concerned 
solely with keeping a line of girls 
working and available to each of 
theatres involved at least once a 
month, according to Carter Barron, 
Loew’s eastern division chief. 

Idea grew out of suggestion by 
Barron to Harry Crosley, who fur- 
nished girls for all-local revue at 
Loew’s Capitol here, that he get up 
line every three or four weeks to 
work three numbers in a show. Cros- 
ley replied it couldn't be done right 
without giving the femmes some- 
thing to do between dates and Bar- 
ron put him in touch with Izzy Rap- 
paport, operator of indie Hippo- 
drome, Balto, and Eddie Sherman, 
who books Hipp as well as Fay’s, 


nial, Lancaster. 

‘The supposed booking combine is 
|nothing more than that,’ Barron in- 
| 
| 
| 





sists. ‘The Capitol in Washington 
averages a budget considerably 
higher than either the Hipp or Fay’s, 
and it is silly to say the same revues 
will be booked for all three regular- 
ly. Each house will get its principals 
independently as before, but will 
aid in keeping Crosley’s line working 
and available every month.’ 

Capitol has been going for the 
presentation style of stuff heavily, 
changing or augmenting nearly 
every bill to come through for sev- 
eral seasons. 


‘MALICIOUS GOSSIP’ 
IN GOMEZ SUIT NIX 


Detroit. Oct. 12. 

New date will be set this week for 
the $5,000 damage suit brought by 
Consuelo Gomez, hoofer, against 
Richard S. Thomas, operator of the 
Cerktown tavern here. Mistrial was 
declared and jury dismissed last 
week after defense counsel asserted 
malicious gossip about a witness had 
been spread in the jury. 

Miss Comez, who hoofs under the 
tag ‘Chiquita,’ charges her career 
was hampered a year ago when she 
was hit by a case of empty bottles 
being carried by a nitery porter into 
the stockroom, which was used at 
time for dressing room, She 
claims Thomas failed to pay her off 
for that night’s work, because she 
was unable to go on. 








| Ritz’s Big-Name Shows 





Ritz-Carlton, N. Y., has abandoned 
jits attempt of last year at high 


| powered nitery floor shows for the | 


| Crystal Room and _ =~will, instead, 
emulate the Waldorf-Astoria’s intime 
entertainment of bands, a_ singer 
and a dance team. Will also feature 
same top couvert of $2.50. 

Formal preem of the swank room. 
| Oct. 27, will feature Holland and 
| Hart, and Rudolph Friml, Jr.’s and 
|Ralph Rotger’s orchestras. Femme 
singer will also be in the show. Last 
year the International Agency, 
(French Casino) booked the shows, 
including girl line, ete. 





Biz having boomed from the 
|start, the three femme bonifaces | 
are augmenting their floor show, | 


which already has Frank Craven | 
and The Three Clubmen, by adding | 


Philly; Steel Pier, A. C., and Colo- | 


also 


Washington, Oct. i2. 

Revamped Dixie Jubilee, Bowes’ 
Negro am unit, has been withdrawn 
from Richmond and Norfolk Loew’s 
houses, where it was due to go after 
current week at Capitol here. Carter 
Barron, Loew’s division boss, figured 
it wouldn’t go as presented in sen- 
timentally Southern spots. 

Show was booked for Capitol un- 
der the impression it was plantation 
style with an m.c. to sell ‘em to a 
white audience. Upon arrival it 
turned out to be filled with smart 
Harlem acts and the m.c. worked 
over an off-stage mike. 

Barron and Lou Goldberg, Bowes’ 
units general manager, in town to 
get the three-week tour set, worked 
over the presentation, putting the 
gal trio in gingham instead of satins 
and dolling the hot warbler in 
mammy costume. Goldberg also 
wired Arch Hendricks, who hopped 
plane and got in ten minutes before 
the last show opening day. to do the 
usual m.c. job a la Bowes on the 
stage mike. 

New Bowes’ unit 
together, chiefly from the cast 
working in Providence this week, 
takes over the Richmond and Nor- 
folk dates. Understood Dixie Jubi- 
lee unit will break up temporarily 
following the Capitol stay, although 
the flop it took at the opening per- 
formance here was turned into a 
mild suc@ess by the time changes 
were completed at the fourth work- 
out. 

Crix were all cool toward most of 
the Jubilee show, but prejudice 
claim is unsupported in view of 
way they go overboard regularly 
for Bill Robinson, Duke Ellington,- 
Cab Calloway and others even with- 
out names. Angle seems to be that 
town will accept topnotch colored 
stuff in big way, but if it’s second 
rate,» as bulk of ams _ necessarily 
must be, it’s got to be served up just 
right. 





being thrown 





Chicago, Oct. 12. 

First stage show to get a percent- 
age deal at Balaban & Katz Oriental 
since the house changed policy to 
class A pictures, is Major Bowes 
| ‘Second Anniversary’ unit, 
| Comes in Friday (15), to split over 
| $32,000. 


40-WEEK TOUR 
FOR ROSE ‘SHOW 


—_—— 








Ft. Worth, Oct. 12. 

Billy Rose will break in his ‘Show 
of Shows’ at Fort Worth’s municipal 
auditorium, Nov. 5. Show then, will 
start a tour which Rose expects to 
run 40 weeks, Next stop will be 
Amarillo, Tex., then Cheyenne, Wyo., 
Pueblo and Denver, Colo., and Coast 
cities. After barnstorming through 
Arizona and New Mexico, ‘Show of 
Shows’ is due back in Texas in De- 
cember,. It’s booked for San Antonio 
Christmas Day; Oklahoma City, 
Okla., New Year’s, and New Orleans 
Jan. 9. Rose figures on a three-week 
stand in Chicago in March. 

Rose and John Murray Anderson, 
his right-hand man, will follow the 
troupe to Denver. Six Rosebuds and 
Lulu Bates, featured in Cleveland’s 
Pioneer Palace this summer, are due 
to report here Friday (15) for re- 
hearsals. Rose also has signed Art 
Frank, the Stuart Morgan Dancers, 
Everett West (formerly of the Var- 
sity Eight), the Frazee Sisters and 
Walter Dare Wahl. 





PITTS’ NEW NUTTERY 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 

Latest nitery to get under way 
here is Al Mercur’s Nut House, pat- 
j}lerned after nutteries in a flock of 
|other key cities. Operator is a 
| brother of Lew Mercur, who runs 
|}the Harlem Casino, and his site is 
old Hickey Park Tavern, one-time 

swank cafe and gambling spot. 
| Sammy Libman has been ticketed 
by Mercur to pilot entertainment 
|}and he has with him Floyd Rogers, 
| Jojo Lee and ‘Boogiewoogie’ Sher- 


| man. 





| FAGGEN BUYS OUT PARDS 
Jay Faggen, of the Harlem Uproar 
| House, N. Y., has bought out his two 
| partners in the venture, Tim Gale 
and Henry Aaronstein. 
New capital is now in the nitery. 
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RAINBOW ROOM | Naldi, who opened at Radio City 

| Music Hall this week, D&D are ex- 

(NEW YORK) |pert exhibitionists, opening more 

Formal season is on again at the| >rightly than the conventional se- 


Rockefeller nitery, after a highly| 
successful spring and summer, when | 
the al fresco atmosphere attracted | 
the tourists, et al., and has since 
converted the R.R. into a year-round 
click. Word has seemingly gone out 


that the Rainbow Grill (informal | 
room) isn’t such a_ stiff spot to} 
patronize, and while the formal 


Rainbow Room maintains a $1.50 and | 
$2.50 couvert, against a $3.50 table 
d’hote for dinner, the quality and} 
quantity of the show are elements| 
that demand the maintaining of cer-| 
tain standards. 


Al Donahue and Eddie LeBaron | 
are the bands; Sheila Barrett, mimic; 
Dario and Diane, dancers; ‘Senator’ | 
Ford, monologist; Dr. Sydney Ross, | 
magician, and Helen Myers at the| 
Steinway are an imposing roster. It 
shapes up into a strong show. 

‘Senator’ Ford is a vet monologist | 
who doesn’t quite hit his stride be- 
cause he’s expounding a proletarian | 
viewpoint. That’s a bit out of keel 





for the Rockefeller environments. By|an asset with the passing months, 
taking sly digs at ‘that other Ford/|as the clientele gets to know more 
chiding the | 

‘manufacturer of knick-knacks,’ plus | 
other mundane views, it’s more in} 
in | 
the class nitery idiom. The ‘Senator’ | 
is too seasoned a showman not to| 


from Michigan,’ and 


the mass vaudeville mood than 


switch his tack. 

Dario and Diane, the latter now 
a brownette rather than a blonde, 
are class ballroomologists who clicked 
abroad and stopgapped with a fort- 


night at the Persian room before | far 


coming into the RR. They’re in for 
six weeks, vice Mary Raye and 
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quence of dance teams, by teeing 
off with a fast number, rather than 
the usual waltz. Likewise, too, their 
version of ‘Marie’ is another brisker 
touch. 

Sheila Barrett's new impressions 
are as punchy as ever. Starter-offer 
is Fannie Brice as Scarlett O’Hara, 





opposite W. C. Fields as Rhett But- 
ler, which in itself is a funny idea. 
Nazimova doing ‘The Merry-Go-| 
Round Broke Down’; the strange- 
interludish m.c. (which might be 
kidding on the square); the caval- 
cade in the powder room of any 
nitery; and the spiffed Dixie-belle 
are all funny ideas and all strong} 
attention-getters. 


Donahue’s dansapation is very 
hoof-appeal, with Durelle Alexan- 
der a cute and effective vocaliste; 
Eddie LeBaron, per usual, dispenses 
the Latin terps in fetching manner; 
Dr. Ross, amazing table-worker with 
the cards, now something of a Rain- 
bow Room institution, should prove 


and more about him; Helen Myers’ 


| unicycle tricks. 





turntable pianologing is another 
fetching interlude. Per usual, Fran- 


cois at the door and his corps know | 


their catering stuff. Abel. 


AM. MUSIC HALL 


street spot into an institution for 
this variety of N. Y. nite club enter- 
tainment. New production doesn’t 
|depend entirely on novelty setting. 
|It gives socialites something besides 
| the usual music hall hokum, com- 
munity sing and a drinking place. 
| Latest production is easily tops for 


| te catch on with the nitery crowd. 
| Besides ‘The Fireman’s Flame,’ a 
| musical melodrama, there’s the wind- 
|up community sing, and the Chez 
| Firehouse downstairs for later drink- 
ing, dining and dancing. Lower level 
has been fitted out like other class 
rooms on the East Side. 
| New main show is head and shoul- 
|ders above previous ones. It boasts 
|a tuneful score, nice lyrics and tunes 
|that might readily reach the hit 
lelass. It has pretty girls, well con- 
|eeived and deftly executed chorus 
|numbers. It has singers and danc- 
|ers, and, oddly enough, several ex- 
cellent performances. Ostend Van 
| Antwerp is credited with writing the 
‘trim dialog though the Krimsys 
probably did it. 
| Plot about the firefighters is the 
vintaged tale of two volunteer fire 
companies—a Wall street ‘fox’ and 
(his two-timing aide, captain of the 
| aristocratic flame-eaters, and the 
manly hero triumphing over vil- 
lainous odds. Dramatic moments 
| offer the chance to yell ‘Bingo!’ as 
| ticker tape figures are being read. 
| And, of course, the usual asides, be- 
cause it’s broad burlesque of the 
| old-time mellers. 

Where the melodrama rises above 
the hokey surroundings and lines, is 
with its music, and musical comedy 
|moments. ‘Do My Eyes Deceive 
Me,’ ‘It’s a Lovely Night on the 
| Hudson River’ and ‘I Like the Nose 
on Your Face’ are best of some 10 
song numbers by Ted Fetter and 
Richard Lewine. Typical of the in- 
genious twists is ‘Doin’ the Waltz,’ 
which Grace Coppin introduces as 














though she were going to do a 
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startling new dance sensation. Proba- 
bly was for that period but here it 
wows ’em when the tune swings into 
a waltz motif. 

Chorus numbers offer opportuni- 
ties to display shapely limbs, though 
usually well covered with variegated 
stockings or tights. ‘Fireman’s Flame’ 
brought on chorines in white tights, 
with demands for encore catching 
them obviously unprepared. Mor- 
gan Lewis deserves palm for spien- 
did staging of musical numbers. 
They are highlights of the show, as 
is Al Evans versatile orchestra and 
Ben Ludlow’s superb orchestrations. 

Two olios are used for breaks be- 
tween acts. Fuji trio, two Japanese 
men and girl, easily perform fancy 
balancing, human tossing tricks and 





handsprings. Singing of Harry | 
Meehan and petite waitresses in 
i\‘Moth and Flame’ was another in- 
terlude. This gave Mildred Kent, 


corely blonde waitress, a chance to 
click with solo ballad. Spec and 
Spot, who look bike veteran vaude- 
villians, went-over nicely with their 
The Great Johnson, 
contortionist-trapezist, scored solid- 
ly, climaxing with a twirl while sus- 
pended by his teeth over the audi- 
ence. 

Alan Handley, who’s been around 
in stock companies, gives the top 
thespian performance despite what 
he has to say and do. Grace Coppin 
also looks like a find as the schem- 
ing young woman with coin. In the 
face of gaudy trappings in the play’s 
story, Handley and Miss Coppin 
never stev out of character for an 
instant. Handley is the aristocratic 
fire company captain and Wall Street | 
helper to the ‘fox.’ Isham Keith, as | 
a fireman stooge to the villainous | 
captain, also indicates fine promise 





| and clicks solidly in his one musical 
Messrs. John and Jerrold Krim- | number. 

Pee new show is one that will go b 

towards building this East 55th! other fire laddie, again proves a fa- 


Synthia Rogers makes a 
fairish heiress. Harry Meehan, an- 


vorite with his two songs. Phillip 


Bourneuf and Ben Cutler are best in 
the surrounding cast. Wear. 


New Yacht Club, N. Y. | 


Formerly one of the stalwart spots 








| Festive 90’s shows; one that is bound | of the 52d st. nitery sector. the Yacht | 


Club has moved a block west and | 


| 


Larger, handsomer and unusually | 
well laid out, the new quarters are| 
among the best of the front-rank in- 
formal quencheries. 

With Henny Youngman and Fran- 


ces Faye heading the bill, the Yacht 
Club sizes up as a ilkely draw. 
Policy is no couvert or minimum. 


Decor bears out the Yacht Club 
idea. Marine blue predominates in 
the coloring, with silver and some 
red contrasting effectively. Bar, near 
the entrance, is designed to resemble 
a yacht. And while the design 
scheme is not executed as completely 
as it might be, the indoors appear- 
ance sums up satisfactorily. Normal 
seating capacity. is about 350, al- 
though latecomers opening night re- | 
quired extra tables on the ringside— 
a discourtesy to previously-arrived 
front-rowers that few nitery ops 
seem able to resist. 


Real center and bulwark of the 
Yacht Club show continues to be 
Henny Youngman and Frances Faye, 
with Eddie Elkins contributing a 
forte back-up and Bert Frohman 
doing his share. Others giving assists 
are Johnny and George, Peggy Seel 
and the Siboney Quartet. First 
named is a colored piano and songs 
pair with a semi-scat style. Nothing 
outstanding on the ball, but the boys 
dish up plenty of rhythm and arouse 
a share of enthusiasm via hand- 
clapping, foot-stomping, etc. Peggy 
Seel is a pert-looking red haired 
youngster with a nice smile, infec- 
tious pep and the customary assort- 
ment of fast taps. Siboney Quartet 
gives out with rhumbas for hoofery 
by the customers between innings. 

Henny Youngman’s swiftie foolish- 
ness is too w.k. to need much com- 
ment. He’s up to standard, flipping 
off ad-libs and keeping the laughs 
echoing. Considering his general 
style of delivery and the Broadway- 
ese atmosphere, he unlimbers sur- 
prisingly few indigos. Inevitably, he 
perpetrates a few heirlooms. 

Frances Faye, as usual, lambastes 
a rhythmic hurricane from the wee 
piano. It’s a wonder some of those 
notes don’t bounce off the walls and 
slap down a few bystanders. That 
and her powerhouse singing, indi- 
vidual style and gobs of personality 
underline her again as one of the 
real sockeroos of nitery talent. Could 
have stayed out there indefinitely at 


the grill right into the roof season— 
Berigan, Dorsey, et al. 


However, the gross to the contrary, 
the kingpin jamster might well bal- 
ance his mikes and not blast the 
customers into the drugstores. The 
swingo is there and undeniable for 
the hoof, but it doesn’t have to rock 
the cradle of the deep to do it. 

Much more effective is when the | 
Goodman trio and quartet does its | 
specialties with Gene Krupa at the 
traps, Lionel Hampton at the vibra- 
harp and Teddy Wilson at the mus‘c- 
box, plus the maestro’s own tiptop 
clarineting. Hampton and Wilson are 
two colored musicians, very solid in 


too much on the torch side. Being 
a sweet little pickaninny type, dif- 
ferent song material might fit him 
better. 

Dance 4ivision provides a suffici- 
ency of fiying hoofs with Miss Kirk’s 
fast acrobatic specialty and the 
Jerry-Turk team (New Acts) tak- 
ing care of that requirement. Ralph 
Watkins heads the archestra here. 
an okay outfit for both show and 
dancing. Char. 


ARCADIA-INT’L 


(PHILLY) 





the groove with the ’gators and the 
cats who have moved from 52d street | 
down to the Penn station neighbor- 
hood. 

Augmenting Goodman’s swingology 
are Arthur Murray’s Big Applers, a 
truly wow attraction for a hotel like 
the Pennsy. The 12 kids are efferves- 
cent, spontaneous workers, who strut 
their Praise Allahs, truckin’s, lindy- 
hops, swing-high-swing-low, square 
dance medleys of steps, with suzy-Q, 
peckin’ and posin’ variations, that | 
can’t help but arrest any onlooker. 
It runs the gamut of the ultra- 
modern with the oldfashioned dances, 
where the ‘caller’ shouts his orders 
for the different steps. 

Murray has a dozen of these 
troupes in the vaudfilmers, hostelries, 
one-nighters, et al., and all doing ok 
b.o. Doesn’t mean much to Murray 
excepting as a swell ad, since the 


Philadelphia, Oct. 8. 

Art Padula, Arcadia op, usually 
aims to open the fall season with 
| college fave band, which will pack 
| the spot at any time. This year, 
because he couldn’t get a name band 
he wanted at his figger, he’s brought 
in Gloria Grafton for marquee ap- 
peal. Music continues by the band 
Padula’s had all summer, Milton Kel- 
lem, a satisfactory if not spectacular 
rhythm combo, 

Miss Grafton, who has plenty of 
the natural what it takes, has a 
strong Phily following. Has a de- 
tached sort of aloofness and, with 
her swell hair, face and figure, the 
personality is not altogether unbe- 
coming. Gives her something of a 
Garboesque appearance that’s rather 
showmanly. Sockos on ‘You’re My 
Desire’ and gets a nice reception 
throughout. 





kids (talented amateurs in the main) 
get paid off in not-so-big apples. 
But as an extra touch it’s a great 
flash and a cheap buy usually for any 
spot. Abel. 


FROLICS, N. Y. 


Back on Broadway after an eight 
weeks’ engagement at the Chez 
Paree, Chicago, Lou Holtz is here 
on a limited stay at a reported $500 
flat a day or $3,500 weekly. 
goes into ew’s State Oct. 28, prok- 
ably doubling from this nitery and 
shortly after that is leaving for the 
Coast for ‘pictures. 

His name and rep always having 
meant considerable on Broadway, 
Holtz should bring valuable draught 
to the Frolics, over-the-street pop 
nitery facing the Stem. Hé’s the 
whole show, as would be expected, 


| but around Holtzie they’ve booked 


several acts of an acceptable char- 
acter, including Manya_ Roberti, 
Lyda’s sister; the little colored kid 
Bobby Short; Jean Kirk, an impres- 
sionistic acrobatic dancer, and the 
comedy novelty dance team of Jerry 
and Turk. Girl line of modest 
lengths fills out. 

Holtz is on the floor for a 
stretch, burning up a whale of a lot 
of material, much more than he ever 
did on vaudeville or picture hotse 
bills. He works with the other acts, 
aiding them as much as possible in 
his role as master of ceremonies, this 
not excluding the line ladies on the 
finale when Holtz is gagging consid- 
ering for his own and their benefit. 

Working both straight and in dia- 
lect, Yiddish and British, Hoitz car- 
ries numerous stories and gags of a 
slightly bluish color. His stuff is 
Broadwayesque and well done, a few 
gags that have been heard before 
being better done by Holtz. His 
Maharajah yarn is a pip, so is the 
one about the colored preacher. The 
Itsy-Bitsy Club stuff on stubborn- 
ness also surefire, together with the 
Lapidus story. Holtz has a way of 
telling stories you may have heard 
that makes ’em glitter. His singing 
stint here opening night included 
clever parody on a current pop, a 
gag arrangement of ‘That Old Feel- 
ing’ and a patter number on his 
(Holtz’s) family album, also strong 
for laughs. Holtz still carries the 
cane but he’s quit using it for any | 
but orthodox purposes and the gals | 
no longer are so hyper-nervous n2ar | 
it. 

_Miss Roberti (New Acts) is on for 
six minutes in songs, accompan‘ed 
by herself on the guitar. She has a 
sweet personality and while engag- 
ing in some gagging with Holtz, 
isn’t cut of the same comic timber 
as her sister, Lyda. She’s more 
strictly a straight singer of songs. 
A touch of Harlem is lent by Short 
(New Acts), who also accompanies 
himself by playing the piano. He's | 





| 


He flash. 


long | 


Remainder of Arcadia’s new show 
is all pretty solid b.o. with two fea- 
tures outstanding. First is the line 
|of eight Mayfair Girls. Of all the 
| pony groups in city, this is the best. 
| Nifty lookers, plenty personable, gals 
| have been together a long time 
| (months at this spot) and do neat 
|routines. Open with ‘Stompin’ at 
| Savoy,’ then do a spec, ‘Flirtation 
| Waltz’ and finale with a forte foot- 
| ball number, 

Bob DuPont, juggler, 


is another 
His face and personality are 
'funny enough for a good howl even 
| before he moves. But he’s swell 
| with balls, tambourines, Indian clubs 
| (he eats an apple while tossing 
'them) and finishes with screaming 
| handkerchief-burning trick. 
Rosalean and Seville do unusual 
ballroom routines. N&Sty - looking 
femme leaves male member in the 
dark and wondering what comes 
next. Gilbert Brothers, two guys 
| working on horizontal bar and in 
hand-to-hand strength stuff that is 
| very showmanly. Mildred King, one 








“|of Mayfair Gals, also does a fair 
|solo terp. Emceeing is by stick- 
|swisher Kellem. Satisfactory in a 


mere straight announcement of num- 
| bers. Herb. 








DIAMOND BROTHERS 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 


RUTH CRAVEN 


NOW PLAYING 
EXCLUSIVE 
COLONY CLUB. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 























ALWAYS WORKING 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


Week Oct. 4th—Capitol Theatre 
Saskatoon, Can. 
Last Week — Playhouse 
Winnipeg, Can. 











Christmas Card Agents 


Large profits easily earned selling 
new 21 Folder Assortment. Sells on 
sight for $1.00. Other Holiday #»- 


sortments. Write for particulars. 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West 72nd St., New York, N. Y- 




















the. opener. Bert Frohrnan, selling 
his songs in the Harry Richman 
manner, also registers, although his 
warbling would be more impressive 
sans the self-buildup. Hobe. 





Hotel Pennsylvania 


Benny Goodman opened Monday | 
(11) eve and is jammin’ and jammin’ | 
‘em in right from the gong. The 
same criticism obtains now as whea | 
he first debuted at the Statler hos- 
telry last year—he'’ll blow you right 
out of the Madhattan room (sgrill), 
but seemingly this captiousness now, 
as then, doesn’t hold good, because | 
the boxoffice is too dominant—and | 
how! 

When Goodman first came into the 
Pennsy last fall the staid waiters | 
were penciling themselves in for | 
Bromos, but Goodman not only did a | 











wow biz at the Pennsy, but started 
an entire cycle of swingsters for 


- (NEW YORK) 


"The Prince 


Direction: 


1560 Broadway, 


PAUL GORDON 


This Week CHICAGO, CHICAGO 


EDWARD RILEY 


of Wheels” 


New York City 
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FIVE YEARS OF TOP 
MIKE FRITZEL and JOE JACOSSON’S 


CHEZ PAREE 


AMERICA’S SMARTEST THEATRE RESTAURANT 
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Nitery Reviews 





BALTIMORE CLUBS 


Baltimore, Oct. 12. 
Nitery season under way this week 
centers itself about three spots, the 
Penthouse, atop the Stanley theatre; 


in the usual routines, giving out with 
a showmanly brace of ballroom num- 
bers, both well received. 

Bob Stanley and a_nine-piece 
combo supply the music for show 
and dancing, adequate enough but 





the Florentine Room, in the Lord 
Baltimore Hotel, and the Two 
O'Clock Club, a recent entry but a 
strong contender, Biz in all spots is 
good and indications point to a bull- 
ish season. 
The Penthouse 

Well spotted atop the centrally lo- 
cated Stanley theatre, this spot is one 
of the town’s landmarks in class 
after-dark doings. For the last few 
seasons gg ow es direction. = ay a good start last season and is going 

rris, 1 as been a consistent if | ; ; js im ay 3S FONG 
on sensational profit producer. Cur- |in for a policy of elaborate shows 
rent season is off to good biz with | 
no cover charge and $1 and $1.50} 


week on the rhythm side. Excellent 
cuisine and fairly reasonable tariff a 
feature. Room might build dinner 
patronage, always a tough job ir. this 
town, but still possible. 
Two O’Clock Club 

Located in an unsavory section of 
town, yet presenting one of the best 
decorated and laid out rooms at- 
tempted here in a decade, this spot 





ings. 
Current bill features John Steele 


minimum policy. Shows are pre- | and lists Hal Hixon as m. c.: Bet 
: . 7 : om. . rs Sts 2 as . “e epe 
sented twice nitely and change | Dagmar, acro specialist: Jil Adrian. 
weekly. : ; : | vocals; Terry and Walker, in ball- 
Opening doings features line of six, | room travesty, and a line of six. 


Phil Arnold, m. c.; Donna and Dar- 
rell, ballroom team; Mitzi O’Neil, 
vocals; Esther Martin, hooferoo, and 
Fleurette, a nudie. Milton Mann and 
an eight-piece combo furnish the 
music for show and dancing and do 
a competent job. thi M : ; : 

Outstanding feature of the current Sal” culabine ¢ chaweeaie ce 
doings is the team of Donna and Dar- | tion, Hixon is excellent in his chores 
rell, sprightly and youthful appear-| o¢ jntros. gagging capably. singing 


ing pair in nicely developed routines and dancin : 
; 7m i g, and keeping up a good 
all strongly built for finishes. Ar- t ce. Acros of Bebe Dagmar also 


nold, m. c., confines himself to] 4, has e é 
straight intros with a gag thrown in ny “ae oe, Sas 46 So 

here and there. Could dispense| ]¢ Lampe can keep the names com- 
with oo white coat and turned up| ing he should be able to develop in- 
hat. It's from corn. Sings a fair | creasing clientele to this section of 
song. Rest of doings, the usual stuff. town Biz on show caught ver 

Room has been redecorated and good. ” Buren y 
forms a smart background, a bit too . , 
dim. 


Music by Milt Lyon and a nine-piece 
combo. 

Steele is bringing them 
puts over an excellent 
songs. On show caught, he had to 
beg off after giving them every- 


in and 


Florentine Room 
(Lord Baltimore Hotel) 


Formerly the Barn and the Bubble 
Room, this spot has been returned 
to its original decor and as such pre- 
sents a much more fitting background 
for a hotel dine and dance spot. 
Shows are presented at dinner and 
twice nightly thereafter. No cover, 
with minimum tariff for food and 
after theatre drinking, the policy. 

Current doings feature two teams, 
Houston and Harden, musical com- 
edy singing and dancing duo, and 
Hazelle and Klatoff, class ballroom- 
ologists. Danny Harden paces the 
going, contributing a single in addi- 
tion to the two numbers with his 
partner, who looks well, has a good 
pair of pipes and sells in general. 
Hazelle and Klatoff work smoothly 


Hollywood Rest., N. Y. 


Longer than average floor show, 
running around an hour and a half; 
a palatable dinner and cocktails that 
won’t set any couple back more than 
$5 or $6 unless plenty thirsty; Karl 
Posch’s astute headwaitering and 
general service that pleases, plus a 
Broadway atmosphere and Leon Na- 
vara’s orchestrating makes this vet- 
eran Joe Moss spot good money’s 
worth for anyone. Shows may have 
been a bit better than the new one 
but ‘Hollywood Hilarities of 1938,’ as 
latest production is tabbed, is solid 
entertainment none the less. 

It relies on entertainers and nov- 
elty floor show diversion more than 
on ladies of the line au naturelle in 
keeping with the trend of the times 





operated by Sam Lampe got off to | 


| that should reflect itself in the tak- | 


session of | 


} along Broadway. Girls here as else- 
| where being depended upon to con- 
| tribute more legitimately to enter- 
| taining than has been the custom in 
; the past. This spot, as others, is 
| original music and production num- 
| bers of greater substance. No less 
than six original songs were written 
for the new show by Abner Silver 
and Dorothy Gulman. Latter has 
been associated with the Hollywood 
management for some time now in 
| charge of its publicity and advertis- 


| ing. Songs she did with Silver are 
| generally impressive, headed by 


|‘Sounds in the Night,’ which serves 
;as a tenor solo for Stanley Meehan 
(New Acts); ‘On the Silver Sands at 
Waikiki,’ done by Granville 
(New Acts), a tenor, who also sings 
‘Glamorous Lady,’ and 
Manhattan,’ sung by Harriet DeGoff 
(New Acts). The other numbers are 
‘Heartbeat,’ another DeGoff numer: 
and ‘Love Is International.’ 
Production, staged by William 
Holbrook, w.k. in the vaude field, in- 
cludes much talent of a vaude tyre 
in addition to N.T.G. and the girls. 
In addition to the singers, Meehan, 
iGaye, Miss DeGoff, the Spanish 
team of Violetta and Rosita (New 
Acts) and Marion Leeds, the dance 


ter Fredericks, Denise, the Le Azor- 
ros and minor specialists, including 
an unbilled girl tapper. On top of 
this there are the comedy slapstick 
act of Mells, Kirk and Howard from 
vaude and six of the Big Apple 
dancers who came up from the Caro- 
linas recently to play the Roxy. 


the Big Apple hoofers than the Roxy 
did when there were 16 in the group, 
intimacy of a floor show as against 
a house like the Roxy perhaps help- 
ing. NTG gets Billy Spivey and 
others of his Big Avplers to engage 
in chatter and with those heavy Dix‘e 
accents plus kidding, he develops it 
into strong fun. The Applers be- 
come a real novelty here, their per- 
formance being built up by N.T.G. 
in getting recruits from the audience 
to try the B.A. Granlund deserves 
much credit for what he gets out 
of the six youngsters and their mad 
hoofery as well as for some of h’‘s 
other m.c.’ing. He is notable on ef- 
fective wisecracks while a girl is 
doing what he calls a Javanese pray- 
er dance. That’s high-class language 
for a cooch. 

Two outstanding production num- 
bers are ‘Manhattan Medley’ and 
‘Evolution of Swing.’ Former is 
backgrounded by a Broadway scene, 
columnists, picket lines, etc. In addi- 
tion to Miss DeGoff and Meehan’s 
solos, the number includes a modern- 
istic ballroom adagio by the Le 
Azorros (New Acts), a team that’s 





also becoming a testing ground for | 


Gaye | 


‘Album of | 


department is represented by Ches- | 


Granlund gets much more out of | 


t 


flashy and differeit. ‘Evolution of 
Swing, which brings Miss DeGoff 
back for more vocaling, provides the 
finale with a novei touch as mem- 
bers of the show parade around in 
masks of various bandleaders who 
have contributed to swing. 


In addition to others on the new 
show, when caught, there was Anita 
Jakobi, svelte acrobatic dancer, dou- 
bling from the Music Hall. She was 
at the Hall for two weeks up to 
Wednesday night (6). Only touch 
of near nudity left here is the girl 
in the whirling champagne bottle, 
which may be construed as dressing 
it up a little. Char. 





SAVOY-PLAZA, N. Y. 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza’s Cafe Lounge is 
the only spot doing a strong cock-| 
tail business daily, and from 11} 
o’clock on there is Dwight Fiske] 
with his ribald lyrics to augment] 
Emile Petti’s toe-tickling Continental | 
type dance music. Fiske is quite a} 
fave now at the S-P, and dips in 
and out, in the course of the seasons, 
;}coming back with new and niftie: 


| drolleries. 
The Fiskeana style of songalogs, 
making the dramatic Steinway point 
up the nuances, are unique unto him- 
|self. Lyrics are literate but not too 
| subtle, and the facts-of-life in verse, 
a la Fiske, are ever-diverting. 
Petti’s terp tunes are likewise 








| agent, 
| 

| Morgan now at the Northwood: 
}atorium.. 





fetching and withal the $2 front- 
table minimum check (no couvert) is 
| a worthwhile after-theatre drop-in. 
Abel. 





MAISONETTE RUSSE 


(Hotel St. Regis, N. Y.) 

This is the third season for the 
Maisonette Russe and this time the 
motif is Polish. That is, the enter- 
tainment, cuisine and wines are 
strong on the Polish motif, plus, of 
course, the usual Franco-Russian at- 
mosphere as befits a maison with a 
Russe tag. 

Like the original Maisonette of 
Paris, this N. Y. counterpart shifts 
its decor and atmosphere as a means 
for novelty and change of pace. One 
season it’s Hungarian, another Ital- 
ian, now it’s ‘Cracow Nights.’ 

Basically it’s of the same flavor 
with Cornelius Codolban’s_ tiptop 
gypsy and string-dance music as the 
basis, plus an assortment of Rus- 
sian vocalists, who do characteristic 
vocal numbers, singly and in groups. 
Lasha Nazarenko is chief vocalist. 

The Maisonette is one of the class 
spots of the town, quiet, subdued and 
very vintage champagne-card in its 
general aura. But it’s not a stiff joint 
by any means. Abel. 











Saranac Lake 


By Happy Beuway 


——— 





Coming and going: Dr. Kar] «Will 
Rogers) Fischell, back here from Eu- 
rope...Arthur Walker (Jimmy's 
cousin) motored from New Haven to 
angle here...Lillian Mansfield, New 
York, hospitaling for the ‘Nerve’ op 
...Monty (Burlesque) Fisher to Al- 
bany and_ Buffalo...Lake Colby 
stocked with tame fish for Ruth 
Morris’s coming fishing spree. ..Mur- 
ray Salet to New York City for 
keeps...Steve Forrest, Pittsburgh 
not feeling so hot Lillian 
San- 
.Frank (Rags) Lathroy 
running around in circles: his ‘mutt’ 
got killed via auto...No one from 
this burg went to see World Series; 
radio better bet for the 

Ed Kennedy, former 


bed-ozoners 


usher and 


| theatre man, now big shot with the 
| horses.. 


Shorts gone, red flannels 
| here; yes, it snowed up here Jack 
Brennan, former nite club (Cady- 
ville, N. Y.) owner, to N. Y. C., then 


Florida. 

Will Rogers’ Memorial Hospital 
vets its general cleaning from attic 
to cellar, new paints, new flooring, 
new everything. Biggest splurge of 
spending in seven years includes new 


equipment, which makes the Will 
Rogers the foremost sanatorium of 
the country. 

After the first two games of the 


World Series, Ben Schaffer was put 
to bed for an indefinite period; heart 
trouble, Ben picked the Giants. 
Write to those that you know in 
Saranac and elsewhere that are sick. 


— — 


Nitery Placements 


Andrews Sisters, singers. Ben Mar- 
den’s Riviera, Fort Lee, N. J. 

June Raye, singer, Half Moon hotel, 
Coney Island. 


Noll and Nolan, dancers, Hotel 
Lincoln, N. Y. 
Vilano and Vechas, Nuri Sis, 


Pepita Lucientes, Rene and Charlot, 
dancers, El Chico, N. Y. 

Frank McCormack, singer; Ruth 
Kidd, dancer; Valerie Dumont, sing- 
er; Madelyn White, dancer; Green- 
wich Village Casino, N. Y. 

Mabelle Russel, Blondy Scott, Bob 
Alda, Club 52nd St., N. Y 


Buddy Boyer, singer; 1 Village 
Brewery, N. Y. ; 
Fourteen Kollegiate Kids, Big 


Apple dancers, Village Barn, N. r 











LONDON EVENING STANDARD AUG. 10th 


Superb Fooling 
In New U.S. 





London Acclaims— 


BENNY ROSS ano MAXINE STONE 


‘Proven the most original mixed team | 
offering seen here in years.’—Variety. 





Variety Turn 


Mr. Benny Ross, a pleasant-spoken young 
American with an ease of manner that seems 
somehow to mask a vague worry some- 
where, strolls on to the stage of the Holborn 
Empire, and explains that it is the thing 
nowadays for artists to be announced 
through a microphone, so will we please 
listen while it is done for him. 

We listen, and from the amplifiers comes 
another pleasant American voice, which 
states that it is very happy indeed to in- 
form us that Max Miller will be at the Hol- 
born Empire next week. 





OPENING OCTOBER 


AND DOUBLING 


l9TH IN LANDEAU—RUBEN'S NEW WEST END 
MUSICAL PRODUCTION, "IT'S IN THE BAG," AT THE SAVOY THEATRE 


AT LONDON'S MOST EXCLUSIVE NIGHT CLUB "THE EMBASSY" 








A few more little contretemps such as 
this, and we begin to account for that vague 
worry; but only on the entrance of Mr. 
Ross’s partner, Miss Maxine Stone, do we 
fully appreciate Mr. Ross's genius for getting 
people to make a fool of him. 

Lazy 

deep-voiced, statuesque 
blonde who is hopelessly, incurably lazy. 
She slouches about, belying Mr. Stone's 
every remark about her prowess as a dancer, 
smiling noy and then with good-natured 
but absolute boredom at someone in a stage 
box, and e¢ idearing herseif to us by her 
casualness cvery bit as thoroughly as does 
Mr. Ross by his anxiety to oblige. 

And when at last she is persuaded to 
dance she convinces us in a _ high-kicking 
second or two that she really can, and then 
remarks that right at this moment in her 
dance there is a trick, but we've seen it be- 
fore so she won't bother, and goes to sleep 
on the floor. 

Superb fooling, all this, and not unrea- 
sonably original. Ross and Stone's act is 
the most welcome importation from America 
that I have seen for a very long time. 
Matthew Norgate. 


Miss Stone is a 

















We are grateful to all associated 


with our success 


MANAGEMENT :— 
CURTIS and ALLEN 
NICHOLAS T. AGNETA 
RADIO CITY, 
NEW YORK . 


EUROPEAN DIRECTION:— 
GEORGE and HARRY FOSTER 
CHARLES MANNY 
PICCADILLY CIRCUS, 

W. I., LONDON, ENG. 


SINCERE APPRECIATION TO MESSRS. GEORGE BLACK, VAL PARNELL AND MISS 
CISSY WILLAMS FOR THE HONOR OF BEING THE ONLY AMERICAN ACT EVER 
TO PLAY THE HOLBORN-EMPIRE THREE TIMES WITHIN EIGHT WEEKS. 
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Burlesque Looks All Washed Up After 


50 Years; History of Its Decadence 


By EPES W. SARGENT 


With the season now under way, 
it is beginning to look as though 
burlesque is definitely on its way 
out. Burlesque was given another 
chance on its promise to clean up, 
and keep its nose wiped. Instead of | 
making an honest effort to change | 
form and replace smut with a more} 
intelligent form of entertainment, | 
the producers, blind to opportunity | 
and still clinging to their faith in| 
exposure, are trying instead to see | 
how closely they may approach the| 
old standards. Strips are still in, 


but modified, a few expletives have | 
been removed from the standard bits, 
but they are still the same old bits. 
Pretty soon, emboldened by their 
success in getting away with it, 
someone is going to step over the | 
border and, just for that they'll all; 
get off. There is no evidence any- 
where of a genuine effort to improve 
upon opportunity. 

It has taken burlesque about 50 
years to run its course, with an 
additional five years or so for its 
desth agonies. Until the early '80's 
variety shows were pretty much the 
same, except on the Pacific Coast, 
where at the Bella Union, in San 
Francisco, they made a virtue of nec- 
essity and offered travesty, cheap 
farce and extended afterpieces. 


Almost uniformly a show consisted 
of six or eight acts and an after- 
piece. The acts were booked in and 
following the music rehearsal the 
company would go into a huddle. 
Almost always there was some lead- 
ing spirit who elected himself stage 
manager. They would ascertain from 
the stage staff what afterpieces had 
lately been used and then would se- 
lect from a rather long list some 
piece not recently done. Often there 
was not even a rehearsal. Acts were 
supposed to be up in all the standard 
afterpieces and the stage manager 
would assign the parts and let it go 
at that. There were no books, and 
versions differed slightly, but any 
actor could ad lib to a strange line. 
He had to be able to. 


Then Ida Simmons, who toured 
under the management of her.father, 
conceived the idea of working from 
a book. Lydia Thompson had re- 
cently been a visitor to this country 
with travesties of classical stories. 
The idea was taken over and the 
country was liberally sprinkled with 
the British Blondes troupes. It was 
the Simmons idea to use plenty of 
girls, a couple of comedians and a 
fore and aft burlesque with the olio 
in between, in place of the afterpiece 
which then closed most shows. The 








idea clicked. She played to packed 
houses everywhere. Tony Pastor, in 
his spring and fall tours, stuck to 
the old formula, as later on did 
Weber and Fields and Bob Irwin, 
but most shows followed the new 
pattern of an opener and closer, with 
specialties in between. 


Travesty 


Sometimes the opening was the 
first act of a two-part burlesque. 
More often there was no relation be- 
tween the two. The stuff was mostly 
travesty, often written in doggerel 
thyme. Gradually the shows became 
standardized, They were often as 
not written around an idea and then 
built up with bits. Ideas might be 
drawn from current drama, but even 
there the comedians would inject the 
bits that had proven hits in the show 
with which they had played the pre- 
vious season, Others had other sug- 
gestions, and gradually the skimpy 
book would be built up. To example, 
Harry Morris one year offered a 
really clever travesty on the then 
new ‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ for his 
closer, but his opener had no more 
su>ctance than the idea of a sport- 
ing club for women with the climax 
a siries of boxing bouts between the 
girls. That was all he had to start 
with—that and a good memory. But 
he made a spirited opener out of it, 
and it packed the laughs. 


Harry Miner’s Free Ad 


Often some current Broadway hit | 
would suggest an idea to half a/! 


doz2n burlesque producers, The suc- 
cess of ‘The Turtle’ for instance, 
brought about a dozen shows all 
based on the idea of a bottle of 
brandy broken in the water cooler. 
One of the Harry Miner shows used 
this basis, but Miner was also in the 


dru* business and the botile that 
w.: broken was his well advertised 
ex.ract of damiana, offered as a 


virility restorer. It Was a fine ad- 











vertisement for the nostrum and it 
afforded the comedians plenty of 
opportunity. 

Now and then something really 
good would be dug up, such as 
Harry Morris’ ‘A Night On Broad- 
way,’ which he found in a Berlin 
suburban theatre, beating a Broad- 





| way manager to it by about 24 hours. | 


There were a few other book shows | 
that were so good they did not re-| 
quire building up with standard bits. | 
But, in general, the shows followed | 


| pretty much the same patterns year | 


after year. 


The charm, such as it was, arose | 
from the free-and-easy manner in 
which the comics carried off their 
parts. Many of them were really 
clever, working inte the Broadway 
shows eventually. There was noth- 
ing subtle to the humor, nor much 
refinement, though for the most part 
the shows were much cleaner than 
the latter day product. It was all 
elemental, fully understandable to 
the low intelligence quotients of the 
people who flocked to this type of 
show, and plenty of it was really 
funny. 


Then several things hit burlesque, | 
chief of which was the wheel idea. 
The wheels, particularly the Co- 
lumbia circuit, decided that burley 
needed to be spruced up. It was. | 
It was improved until it became a 
third-rate copy of a second-rate 
musical comedy, losing most of its 
character, all of its tang and replac- 
ing rowdy humor with suggestion 
too thinly veiled. 


The Runway—And the Minskys 

From the Ziegfeld shows burlesque 
got the idea of the runway. In the 
Ziegfeld shows this was done with 
taste and discretion. In burley it 
was done with wholeheartedness and 
an utter absence of the saving grace 
of refinement. In the same way 
Mistinguette’s disrobing act, poetical 
and spectacular, degenerated, even- 
tually into ‘the strip-tease without 
the slightest charm of suggestion 
and with nothing whatever left to 
the imagination. That is where bur- 
lesque started for the slide. It could 
adapt the Broadway ideas, but did it 
in the Bowery manner, And if the 
nudity could draw—and it did for a 
time—there was no need of paying 
the higher prices the better come- 
dians demanded. Cheaper comics 
could come out and stall for a few 
minutes for half the salary. Bur- 





lesque ceased to be funny and came 
to rely wholly on smut. 

Came the time when one undress- 
ing was not sufficient. They put in 
two and then four, then six. They 
stripped the chorus. They finally 
reached the point where it was no 
longer possible to spur jaded appe- 
tites with flesh appeal. Then came 
the Minskys and the deluge. 

Probably a reversion to the old 
style burlesque would not prove the 





answer, It would have to be given 
a more modern application. The 
travesties would have to be more 
smarily written, the production and 
lighting effects vastly improved and 
new comedians must be had. 

That’s the rub. Where will the 
new crop of comedians come from? 
And the new writers? 
still -be had, but a real 
needs more than girls. 


burlesque 
The old 


the good ones are. 
long ago passed out. 

Perhaps in some _ happier 
the idea will come back in some 
slightly different form, but right now 
burlesque is in the position of the 
small boy who was going to wash 
his face but lost the soap. It looks 
hopetess. 


BURLESK OK IN 
N.Y. STALLED 
TIL NOV. 2 





Burley houses in Greater New 
York have run the span of their 
three-month probationary licenses is- 
sued last July and which expired 
this week (11). No renewals have 
been made but houses will be per- 
mitted to stay open indefinitely on 
probation. Figured that the new li- 
censes will not be issued until after 
Election Day (Nov. 2), if at all. 

Understood the same civic and re- 
ligious groups that opposed burley 
last may have again filed complaints 
with License Commissioner Paul 
Moses, who will probably hold a 
session of hearings before issuing li- 
censes which would run for a year. 

Burley ops are optimistic about 
it all, however, figuring the delay a 
good omen. This despite the state- 
ment of Mayor La Guardia some 
weeks back that licenses would not 
be renewed. Commissioner Moss 
then and now claims he has received 
no official memorandum of any sort 
from the Mayor anent the issuing 
of licenses to currently-operating 
houses. 

House ops are not only sanguine 
about getting the renewals but are 
optimistic about having the former 
burley classification restored. If and 
when that happens it is figured to 
hypo the b.o. take all around. 

Mayor’s special censoring com- 
mittee was reported favoring the 
change back to burlesque but seem- 
ingly lost interest when the Variety 
Managers Association called a star 
chamber session some weeks ago 
without either consulting or invit- 
ng the committee to sit in. 





Apollo, N. Y., Curtain Delayed Due 


To Slow Payoff; Burley Biz NSG 





Burlesque houses which have been ! 


employing stagger system payoffs 
drew the attention of the American 
Federation of Actors, the iatter hold- 
ing the curtain Thursday night (7) 
at the Apollo, N. Y., until full sal- 
aries were paid for the previous 
week. Mrs. Wilner, who operates 
house in association with husband, 
Max Wilner, got in touch with the 
latter in Philadelphia, where he op- 
erates the Shubert with stock bur- 
ey. After the assurance the money 
would be wired, the show was per- 
mitted to proceed. In addition to 
the payoff after the coin arrived, the 
AFA demanded that 
post security for current 
salaries. That was done. 
At the Irving Place, downtown 
N. Y., also operating with stock 
burley and also reported paying off 
short, several of the _ principals 
walked after the show Thursday 
night (7), claiming the management 
was indebted to them on short pay- 
offs for several weeks. Latter were 
principals who had been receiving 
2/3 of regular salary, with i.o.u.’s for 


week’s 


the rest, payable when _ business 
picked up. Eddie Kaplan, comic, 
and Dagmar, dancer, were among 


the principals vamoosing, but neither 
has yet lodged complaints with the 
AFA. 





the Wilners | 





It’s an open secret that practically 
all of the burleys have been hit hard 
financially since reopening last July 
sans the former burley classification 
and with shows under wraps. It is 
estimated that ‘burley house op- 
erators around New York have 
dropped $150,000 trying to snare 
them past the wickets with the re- 
vamped, hybrid shows as prescribed 
by the censors. But without success. 
Several are about ready to toss up 


the sponge, but have been digging | 
deeper weekly hoping to get a break | 
from downtown modification of reg- | 








ulations. That has not developed 
thus far. 
Hirst Circuit 
Week of Oct. 17 
‘Scan Dolls’'—Hudson, Union City. 
‘Merry Models’—Howard, Boston 
‘Babes With Charms’—Troc, Philadel- 
phia. 
‘Jolies Begere’'—Gayety, Washington. 
‘Stage Scandals’—Gayety, Baltimore, 
‘Beef Trust'—Capitol, Toledo, 
‘Gaities of 1938'—Gayety, Cincinnatt. 
‘Cupia’s Carnival’—Casino, Pittsburgh 
‘Frisky Frolics’—Garrick, St. Louis. 
‘Swing High Shake Low’—Rialto, Chi- 
cage, 
‘Meet the Girls’—Casino, Toronto. 
‘Pirate Belles's—Embassy, Rochester. 
‘Foot Loose Parade’'—Empire, Newark. 
‘Pleasure Mad’—Jacques, Waterbury. 
‘Pageant of Folly’—Lyric, Allentown, 
Mon.-Tues.; Orpheum, Reading, Thurs.; 


Earl, Atlantic City, Fri.-Bat.-Sun. 





‘ id 
comics are mostly in radio—at least | tableaux 


Book writers | 
comics?’ and after that ‘Where are 
day | 














| Duce. 
sion to cut loose entirely on his own, 
| with no moral suasion from Metro, 
| with which corporation he has a re- 
| leasing deal. 


| Francisco © to 
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Burlesque Reviews 





APOLLO, N. Y. 


Current show is tagged ‘Parisian 
Follies,’ and, like others, is under 
wraps with a vengeance, leaving no 
fault to be found against renewal of 
license. Has plenty of chest .un- 
drapery, fast dancing numbers taste- 
fully costumed, but is notably weak 
in the giggle division. With burley 


|under wraps as it has been for the 
‘last fortnight, it would seem that 
| producers here and elsewhere would 
Girls can | tumble that a few rollicking comedy 
|scenes would not be amiss as 


spacers 
succession of 
and wundraped 


for the monotonous 
ensembles 

Producers’ alibi is ‘Where are the 
the gag writers?’. Both are still to 
be had for a price. But a little 
scouting is necessary and badly 
needed now that the under-wraps 
policy no longer snares the moron 
patronage. If they want the other 
kind, they’ll have to give them a 
show for the coin. 

As burlesque goes, this house has 
done more than others around to 
resuscitate burley beyond popular 
classification as ‘the sewer of show 
business.’ It has tried all manner of 
uplift to no avail, but is compelled 
to revert to stock stuff to keep up 
in competition. 

Current week’s show is a fair 
example. Frank X. Silk and ‘Slats’ 
Taylor are as capable a brace of 
comics as left in burlesque. With 
the anemic material currently em- 
ployed, they seldom get to first base. 
As bad as the skits are, the over- 
milking makes them worse and the 
general effect is pathetic. As spotted, 
the comics’ only service is that of 
permitting the chorines to catch 
their breath between numbers. 

Georgia Sothern, dynamic red- 
head, does okay as featured stripper, 
prefacing her peel with a lyric about 
a Park avenue deb out for a lark, 
which goes better than just a cold 
toss of her togs. She, too, works too 
long before the brassiere toss that 
the palmwhackers have blistered and 
let her go after the half-way strip. 

Comedy bits handled by Silk, Tay- 
lor and Floyd Hallicy, latter alter- 
nating as straight for the comics, are 
very much of the released variety 
and n.s.g. Mimi Reed, looker and 
acro dancer, practically cops show 
honors with a brace of dances that 
are tops both in execution and ap- 
plause results. Joan Dare also con- 
tribs a neat peeloff, while Annette 
Ross led several numbers with the 
girl ensemble punctuating her vocals 
with some neat tap terps. 

Chorines, mostly good _ lookers, 
give the only zip it has through 


better than usual dancing and the 
chest undraperies. Although rating 
favorably with other burleys around 
it looks like they'll have to give 
them comedy or else. Low grosses 
and indifferent audiences tells it all. 


HOT PEPPER REVUE 


(GRAND, CANTON) 


Canton, Oct. 8. 

Turnaway business greeted the re- 
turn of stock burlesque to the Grand 
Opera house here when Bob 
Burch, who has. sponsored this 
type of entertainment here for the 
last three seasons, unveiled latest 
efforts in the form of a fast bur- 
lesque-vaudeville bill packing a lot 
of entertainment. Easily Burch’s 
most ambitious start. 

Majority of the principals are vet- 
erans, who keep the show moving, 
Chorus is young and can really step, 
routines scoring heavily at the open- 
ing bill. Two standard vaude turns 
bolstered the initial program, an in- 
novation here that is likely to prove 
popular. Wardrobe is better than 
the average, and time has been given 
to staging details. Excellent pit band 
provides the musc, minus the usual 
tin pan scores. 

Although there are several spots 
which are risque (mostly the lines 
of the comics), the snow for the most 
part is light on the filth so common 
in present-day burley. Patrons seem 
to appreciate the fact that Burch is 
making an effort to clean it un. 

Outstanding on the bill is Zorita’s 
snake dance, oriental number in 
which she fondles a live snake. Al- 
though a weird turn, it is a novelty, 
and sends the natives home talking. 
Lupe Valeu’s Mex dance numbers 
are capably done, she being the only 
other stripper. Gertie Beck’s ‘Broad- 
way’ number is a highlight. 

Comedy is in the capable hands of 
two veterans, I. B. Hamp and Bimbo 
Davis, both favorites here. Have 
some new stuff, and Hamp’s rapid 
conversation keeps his _listener’s 
laughing. Davis’ funny antics fit in 
with Hamp’s toomfoolery. 

Rance and Gordon, singing team, 
back again, register well with 
new season patrons. Ray Dean has 
an oke tenor voice. Ray Kolb, an- 
other veteran, helps with his make- 
ups. Harvey Curzon did the dance 
routines. Shockley Sisters offer a 
soft shoes dance specialty, and come 
back in the second act to repeat 
their success with an acrobatic nov- 
elty. Carol Dean scorés with a high 
kick control routine. Performances 
will be offered nightly with three 
mats weekly and the usual midnight 
ramble. Mack. 











Mussolini 
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be a simple matter of paying for 
them and shelving them as if he 
were a syndicated chatter-writer 
selling in Hollywood, but they would 


have to be shot, or the producer 
would be. 


In the end, it became obvious that 
there would be no money in making 
pictures in Rome for anybody in 
Hollywood, and so Hal Roach sadly 
reached for the dinner check and 
called it a day. 


Failure of the Roach and Mussolini 
(RAM) combo to jell is believed 
here to reflect adverse Hollywood 
reaction to the idea. While Roach 
has put out no detailed explanation 
of how and why the negotiations 
broke down, guarded utterances from 
the producer lend m. zh color to the 
opinion that he was loath to buck 
the anti-Fascist feeling that is pretty 
generally widespread in the film cap- 
ital. 

Roach Staying Home 


Roach went to the airport with 
Mussolini and saw him off but with 
no fanfare. Subsequently, Roach ad- 
mitted that he has offed his trip to 
Italy on RAM biz and will ‘remain 
here indefinitely, held by his own 
production and business affairs.’ 

Hollywood made no attempt to 
conceal its hostility toward the Mus- 
solini sprig. Reactions of film hot- 
heads were given definite expression 


|in advertisements in the trade press 
| seemingly with the desired effect of 
| causing Roach to take thought as to 
_whether he was pursuing a prudent 


course in aligning himself with I 
He finally reached his deci- 


Mussolini Is Told 
Strong pressure from within the 


industry resulted in Roach ultimately 
| calling 


| frankly telling him and representa- 


young Mussolini in and 


tives of the Italian government that 


| the production deal would have to 


be nixed. 


flew to San 
remain a day . and 


Mussolini 





_ 


planned to go to Washington and 
New York from there. 


Roach came out of the deal shy 
the coin he posted in Italy for his 
share of the capital expenses but fig- 
ures he came out on the long end 
because of the blast of world pub- 
licity he rolled up as the result of 
his brief connection with Il Duce. 


Suit asking $30,000 damages was 
filed in Los Angeles last week 
against Hal Roach, the Roach Corp., 
Metro, two John Does and two John 
Doe corporations by Dr. Renato 
Senise, who charges he originated 
the idea of filming Italian grand 
operas with Italian talent and Holly- 
wood technicians. 


Senise says he is a founder of 
Roach and Mussolini's RAM Corp., 
which ‘was to produce the pictures, 
but he aced out of the setup after 
being promised a share of the take 
as business manager for Italy. Sen- 
ise’s father was Vincenzo Senise, 
director general of the Royal Italian 
Opera House. 


Garfield 
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ment that is virtually sure of span- 
ning the new season to take a chance 
in the untried ‘Manly Art.’ Lyceum 
engagement is indefinite, “Time’ now 
being in its ninth month and draw- 
ing profitably. Road dates have not 
yet been set. 

Group Theatre got into difficulties 
last season and dissolved, but some 
of its members banded together 
again. Clifford Odets, the Group's 
outstanding author, had gone Holly- 
wood but turned out the new play 
first called ‘Golden Gloves,’ a prize- 
fighter’s story. Organization is re- 
garded as somewhat radical. Its 
working arrangement calls for pay- 
ment of the minimum salary but at 
the end of the season profits are di- 
vided if there is enough coin over 
the reserve. 

Garfield had the male lead 
‘Time’ since opening, playing oppo- 
site Katherine Locke and later Syl- 


in 


via Fox. When the latter withdrew 
recently he was opposite Helen 
Golden. Cast changes appear not to 
have affected the play’s draw. New 


male lead is Curt Conway. 
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Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (Oct. 18) 
THIS WEEK (Oct. 11) 


show, whether full or split week 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 





4 














Lae | 
3 | Provincial 
| 
RKO | rovinci 
ALBANY 2 Zephyrs 
Grand (15) Fats Waller Bd Week of Oct. 11 
fed Lewis Bd CLEVELAND ABERDEEN Mary O'Hara 
(8 Pal , Tivoli Hartley & Miller 
Camera Capers alace (15) Troise Mandoliers Trevor Watkins 
BOSTON Edwards Sis Marwoode & Rich'ds GLASGOW 
Boston (14) 2 Zephyrs Bruce: & Wynne Pavilion 
Edna Janis Fats Waller Bd Peter Cotes Teddy Joyce Co 


3° Swifts 

Ann Corio 

Ruto Petty 

Johnny Perkins 

Holland & Hart 
(7) 


Horton Spurr 
Vox & Walters 
Muriel Page 
Harris & Shore 
Slim Timblin 
Gump s 
s Golden 
i“ CHICAGO 
Palace (15) 
Fred Waring Orc 
8) 
Edwards Sis 





(8) 
Skating Marvels 
Britt Wood 
Buster Shaver Co 
LaRue & Barnett 
Cass, Mack & T 

SCHENECTADY 

Proctors (14-16) 
Paris on Parade 
Kirby & Duval 
Keller Sis 
4 Kraddocks 
Helene Denizon Co 
Bert Walton 


TROY 
Proctors (15-18) 
Camera Capers 





Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (14) 

Variety Gambol 

JI & J McKenna 

Winl Shaw 

Joe Lewis 

Harris, Claire & 8 


RICHMOND 
Loew's (15) 
Mai Bowes’ U 
WASHINGTON 
Caplitel (15) 
5 Elgins 
Jim Lewis Co 
George Beatty 
Stone & Collins 








WALLY and ANNETTE 


BROWN and AMES 


The Two Tourists Serving 
Snickers 


Via LEDDY & SMITH 

















Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (13) 
— Froman 
enny Meroff Bd 
Lewis & Van 
BOISE, IDAHO 
Penney (16-17) 
Ted Mack Co 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (15) 
Duke Ellington Bd 
Berry Bros 
Chuck & Chuckles 





CHICAGO 
Chicago (15) 
Eddie Peabody 
Oriental (15) 
Maj Bowes’ U 
DETROIT 
Michigan (15) 
Ina Ray Hutton Bd 
Grace & Nicco 
Arena & Pal 
Earl Lavere Co 
OGDEN, UTAH 
Orpheum (13-15) 
Ted Mack Co 








Warner 








PHILADELPHIA 
Karle (15) 
Happy Felton Ore 

Mary Brian 
(8) 
Buddy Rogers 
Toby Wing 
Roy Atwell 
Judy Starr 
Nonchalants 
DeLloyd McKay 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (15) 
Phil Spitalny Ore 





(8) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 


READING 
Astor (15) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (15) 

3 Olympics 

Roy Smeck 
Chaney & Fox 
Catmetia, Resestie 


Fain & Foster 
Josephine Huston 
Boy Foy 

Beatrice Howell 
Saul Grauman Co 
Shaw & Lee 





Independent 





CHICAGO 
State Lake (15) 
Paul Robinson 
Fitz & Cahill 
Avis Kent 
Ruth Barnes 
Reis & Dunn 
(One to fill) 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (15) 
Mal Hallett Bd 





Harris & Howell 
Paul Kirkland Co 
KANSAS CITY, MO 
Tower (15) 
Shanghai Tr 
Burns & White 
Sondra 
(One to fill) 
MEMPHIS 
Orpheum (15) 
Jack Fine Co 





- London 





Week of Oct. 11 


Astoria D. H. 
© Kauver & Ptnr 
Canterbury M. H. 

Ist half (11,13) 
almo 
fam's Rabes 

2d half (14-16) 
tarry Shiels 
Van Strattons 

Dominion 
Turner Layton 
CAMDEN TOWN 

Gaumont 
E Kauer & Ptnr 
Phileo 4 
Jones & Thomas 

waerres 
in 
€ ee, 

EAST HAM 
- Granada 
Savov dr Rd 
EDMONTON 

Imp 
Paddy ore 
Joe Hastings 
Ardane Sis , 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
Billy Cotton Ra 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
half (11-13) 
Shiels 


Ist 


Har; y 


3 Van Strattons 
2d haif (14-16) 
Palmo 
Beam’'s Babes 
LEWISHAM 
Palace 


Holls & Dorothy 
Hamilton Conrad 
LEYTONSTONE 
Rialto 
Savov Jr Bd 
SHEPH’RDS 
Pavilion 
Billy Cotton Bd 
STREATHAM 
Palace 
Holls & Dorothy 
Hamilton Conrad 
TOOTING 
Granada 
Velda & Vann 
Raymond Smith 
Rapid 4 
TOTTENHAM 
Palace 
6 Harmonists 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Granada 
Tee Donn 
Paddy Drew 


BUSH 





Ardane Sis 


(iolden Wonders 

‘Playtime in Toy!l'd’ 

Warwick’s Society 4 

Charles Ancaster 
ALDERSHOT 
Hippodrome 

‘Radio Aldershot’ 

Stainless Stephen 

Wilson Hallett 

Harry Claff 

Anna Rogers 

Rego 2 

Fred Retter & Ptnr 

Ritz 

Scott & Whalen 

4 Aces 

[rene Price 


§ Sten Sis 
ASHTON UNDER 
LYME 
Empire 

Archie Juve Bd 
Lester & Andree 

3 Ansons 
BELFAST 
Ritz 
Kiltie Jrs 





Geo Wood 
CARDIFF 
Capitol 
Rawiez & Landauer 
EDINBURGH 

Royal 
‘Gaiety Whirl 
Jack Anthony 
Bond Rowell 
Robert Harbin 
| Jean Adrienne 
| 4 Brownie Boys 
Arnaud, Pegey & R 
12 J Tiller Gls 


1937” 





Nelson & Hagen 
Joe O'Rourke 
Jack Stocks 
2 Schenks 
Anna & Pals 
Karlson 4 
GRIMSBY 
Ritz 
Zigano’s Bd 
M & H Nesbitt 
Manhattan 
Reco & May 
KINGSTON 
Empire 
Ronald Frankau 
Sn'kehips J'hns'n Or 
Judge Chimpanzees 
Stanley & Gray Sis 
A J Powers 
Betty Jumel 
Charmaine & Julian 
3 Matas 
LUTON 
Alma 
Terry’s Juves 
OXFORD 
Regal 
Levis Discoveries 
PLYMOUTH 
Palace 
Fisherman’s Choir 
Murray & Mooney 
Norman Evans 
Chester's Dogs 
Kenyon & Fewings 
4’ Romps 
4 Ascots 
Kingsley & Forde 
SCANTHORPE 
Ritz 
Hal Yates 








Cabaret Bills 





Rarney Gallant's 
Betty Bowker 
3 Musical Rogues 


Bertolotti’s 


Joe Hembree's Ore 
Angel's Rhumba Bd 
Cascade Billy 
Anne White 

Lillian T.oraine 
Renee Villon 


Bill’a Gay 90's 


Ethel Gilbert 
Ann Courtney 
Spike Harrison 
Emmett Casey 
Jerry White 
Henry LaMarr 
Jack Arnold 
Sid Hawkins 
Jerry Ryan 


Caliente 
Beth Raborn 
Helen Shaw 
Ruth Wayne 
Carol Sis 
3 Rhythm Boys 
Caliente Cabelleros 


Chateau Moderne 
Jack Monte Ore 
Maryon Dale 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Trini Plaza 

Club 18 
G Andrews Ore 
Jack White 

Pat Harrington 
Jerry Blanchard 
Frank Froeba 
Jerry Kroger 
Jeri Withee 

Club 52d St. 

Johnny Ringer Ore 
Mabelle Russell 
Blondy Scott 
Bob Alda 
Wally Wanger Co 

Clab Gaucho 

Los Gauchos Ore 
Pedro 
tita Renaud 
Chiquita 
Nina 

Club Normandie 
Buddy Wagner Orc 
Joan Hill 

Club Yuomuri 

Eliseo Ore 
Rosita Ortega 
Diosa Costella 
Manchito 
Felipe De Flores 

Cotton Club 

Cab Calloway Ore 
Nicholas Bros 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
Avis Andrews 
Tramp Bd 
Vodery's Jubileers 
Chocalateers 
Teddy Hale 
Tondeleyo 
Dynamite Hooker 

E! Chico 

Don Alberto Ore 
Velano & Vechas 
Nuri Sis 
Pepita Lucientas 

tene & Charlot 

Rudolf d’Avalos 
Las Guarecitas 

El Dorade 

Cass Hagen Orc 
Helen Morgan 
| Bergere Sis 
| Freddie fernard 
Cuban Rhumba Bd 
Bovard Sis 


Grenet 





| El Toreador 
| Don 
Fausto 


Juan Ore 
le Igado 
| Teddy todriguez 
Cortes & Maida 
Ricardo De Caro 
Titi & Pellin 
French Casino 


Russ Morgan Ore 


NEW YORK CITY 


Lou Breese Orc 
Les Aurette 
B.I and B.T 
Lind Carenzio 
Corinne 
Dormonde Bros 
Irene Helda 
Herman Hyde Co 
Les Juvelys 
Lilyan, Dania, Malo 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Ketty Mara Co 
Les Menchiassi 
Les Robenis 
Roberton 
Germaine Roger 
Nico Roschin 
Carmen Torres 
Frolics 
Ralph Watkins Ore 
Lou Holtz 
Manya Robert! 
Jerry & Turk 
Bobby Short 
Jean Kirk 


Greenwich Village 
Casino 
Alberto Malenga Os 
Frank McCormack 

Ruth Kidd 
Valerie Dumont 
Madeiyn White 
Louise Bryden 


Harlem Uproar 
House 
Erskine Hawkins Or 

Bobby Evans 
Socarass 
Eddit Smith 
Lillian Fitzgerld 
Flasa Sextette 
Reo & Curley 
Spoons Brown 
Bubbles Wilson 
Yelma Middleton 
Willie Jackson 
Loucey Lane 
Havana-Madrid 


Nilo Menendez Ore 
Jose Manzaneres 


Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Ore 
8 Peppers 
Adele Girard 
H'lyw'd Resfaoran: 
Mitchell Ayres Ore 
E Jelesrick Ore 
NTG Rev 
Joey Ray 
Hotel Ambassador 
Larry Siry Ore 
Hutel Biltmore 
Bernie Cummins Or 
D'Angelo & Porter 
Walter Cummins 
Dorothy Crone 


Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Will MeCune Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
Tommy Porsey Ore 
Edythe Wright 
% Esquires 
| Jack Leonard 
! 


} Hotel Edison 
Billy Swanson Ore 
Hotel Essex Uoure 


Nat Brandwynne O 
Dick Stone 





i; R J Callman 

| Hotel Gov. Clinten | 
Phil D’Arey Ore 

Hotel Lincoln 

Isham Jones Orc 
Noll & Nolan 

} Hotel McAlipin 
J Messner Ore 
leanne D’Arcy 

| Gonzales & Mennen 


Hotel New Yorker 
| Glenn Gray Ore 
| Pope & Frick 
' Duke & Nobie 


Hotel Park Centra 
Jerry Blaine Ore 
Johnny McKeever 
Evelyn Ran 
Fred Cameron 
Fisher & White 
Phyllis Kenny 
Hotel Piccadilly 
Jeno Barta! Ore 


Hotel Pierre 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Mote! Piaza 
Duchin Orc 
Paul Draper 
Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
Rudolf Friml! Ore 
Ralph Rogers Ore 


Hotel Roosevelt 


Guy Lombardo Ore 
flute Suave, Vines 
KMmile Pertti Ore 


Dwignt Fiske 


Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 


Eli Dantzig ‘re 
Hotei St. Kegia 
Jacques Fray Ore 


A Rasch Dancers 
Charles Walters 


Hotel Taft 


Hall Ore 
Dawn 


Ratel Watdort- 
Aatorin 
Leo Reisman Rd 
Raiph Rutgers Ore 
Marissa Flores 
Raphael 


Hotel Wellington 
Ed Mavyehoff Ore 


International Casino 
Geo Olsen Ore 
Yascha Bunchuk 
Basil Fomeen 
Calgary Bros 
Artini 
Jeanne Devereaux 
Maurice & Crance 
Jacqueline Mignac 


Geo. 
Dolly 


Or 
Ore 


Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Hirado Ore 
la Conga 


Jose Escarpenter Or 
Ramon Littee Bd 
Hilda Salazar 
Havana 3 
Fanchito Riser 

Le Coq Rouge 
Horacio Zito Ore 
George Sterney 

Le Mirage 

Harry Horton Ore 
Diaz & Lawton 
Grace Morgan 
John Beck 
ftajah Raboid 
Ruth Long 
Sing Trio 

Leon & Eddie's 


Lou Martin Ore 
Iris Adrian 
James Keogan 
Royal Duo 
Haines Tate & 8 
Eddie Davis 
Mary Burton 
Burnett & Watt 
Alfredo & Dolores 
Hawaiian 4 
Mirador 
Phil Romano 
Bobby Gilbert 
Armando & Fleur'te 
Roy Sedley 
Ruth Denning 
Danny Rogers 
Jean & Gloria 
Mori's 
Lou Ferris Ore 


Ore 


Bali 
Bruz Fletcher 
Charles Lawrence 


Beverly Wilshire 

Ted FioRito Ore 

3 Debutants 

Marcell Muzzy 

Aggie Auld 

Nick Cochran 
Biltmore Bow) 

Timmy Grier Ore 

Julie Gibson 

Duanos 

Glen Pope 

Jan Rubinit 

3 Biltmorettes 

Delores & Andre 

Dick Webster 

3 Rhythm Rascals 


Cafe International 


Lee Murray 

3 Rhythm Kings 
Herbie Kay Ore 
The Theodors 
International Girls 


Cafe ta Mate 
Wm Hoffman 
Stan Clare Ore 

Club Hawaii 
Janet Jordan 
Andy lona Co 

Cocoanut Grove 


Donald 
Hal Kemp 


Novis Ore 
Ore 
Cosme Club 
Candy Candido 
Elinor Troy 
Famous Door 


Eddie Beal 
Louis Prima 


Hawaiian Paradise 


Sol Brights Ore 
Satini Tuai loa 
Sol Iloopi Ore 
Wanda 


Diana Toy 
Little Club 


Jones 
Kendall 


| Jane 
Paul 


Blackhawk 


Ore 





Kay Wavyser 
Ronald & Roberta 
the Newsboy 
Glory 


| Pete 
| June 
Chez Vuree 
Benny Fields 
Jalna 


Georgas & 
| Gracie Barrie 
| Dolly Arden 
!Sunny Rice 
Rosita Royce 
Henry Busse 
Colosimos 
| Rob Tinsley 
Roscoe Ails 


‘Inga Borg 


Ore 


The Oaks 
Al Lambs Ore 
Tommy Lyman 
Gene Archer 


Paradise 
Jay Freeman Ore 
Lucille Johnson 


Diamond Bros 

CGieorgie. Tapps 

Readinger 2 
Place Elegante 


Larry Maddi Ore 
Bill Farrell 
Helen Cagle 
Jack Rose 
Toto Canglosi 
Mario Basini 
Queen Muary 
Joe Webb Ore 
Valerie Dumont 
Bernice Horton 
Ray Jones 
Rainbow Grill 
Eda togers Ore 
Helen Myers 
tilover & LuMae 
Patricia Ryan 
Kalnhbow Keom 
Al Donahue Orc 
Eddie LeBaron Ore 
Durelle Alexander 
Sheila Barrett 
Dario & Diane 
Senator Ford 
Riviera 
Mickey Atpert Ore 
Val Ernie Ore 
Rddie Garr 
Andrews Sis 
Beauvil & Tova 
Lois Kay 
Wes Sommerfieid 
lou Valera 
Ben Yost Cpllegians 
Russian Art 


Yasha Datsko Ore 


Anna houznetzova 
Mara 

Sinda Voella 

Alex Bolshakofft 


Eli Spivack 
Zachar Martinoff 

Russian Bear 
Cosrya Krumin 
Karlo 
Lonya Kalbouss 
Klena Slavnaia 
Nicholai Grushko 
Julian Altman 
Ivan Korniloff 
Russian Kretchma 
Nicholas Matthey Or 
Michel Michon 
Nadia Ludova 
Volodia Katov 
Marusia Sava 
Simeon Karavaeff 
Arcadi. Stoyanovsky 
Daria Birse 

Stork Clob 
W Feldkamp Ore 
Gus Martel Ore 

Versailles 
M Bergere Ore 
Val Ernie Ore 
(iomez & Winona 
Gali-Gali 

Voodoo 

Voodoo 
Roy 


Dancers 
Rector 
Billy Haywood 
Cliff Allen 
Whirling Top 


Fran Craven 
Musical Tops 
Wivel 


Bob Asen Bad 
Arline Whitney 
Evelyn Nesbitt 
Bob Lee 
Ginger Sutton 


Yacht Club 





Eddie Elkins Ore 
Siboney 
Henny Youngman 


Frances Faye 
Bert Frohman 
Peggy Seel 


Antobal’s Cuban 4 





LOS ANGELES 


Gladys Bagwell 
Rose Vaiyda 
Omar's Dome 
George Redman Ore 
Elmer 
Lolita Ando 
Burnett & Mandel 
Dee Sis 


Dorothy Black 


Palomar 


Hector & His Pals 
2 Collegians 
Mildred Bailey 


Red Norva Ore 
Hudson Metzger Gls 


arts ton 
Pete Contrelli Ore 
Dominic Columbo 
Ken Henryson 
The Blus Gis Rev 
Henry Monet 
Thora Maitnatson 
Marguerita de! Rio 
Juan de Martinis 

Seven Seas 
Lily Gibson 
Honolulu Dancers 


Jimmy Lowell Co 


Somerset House 
Jack Owens 
Retty torden 
Somerset Swing Bad 
Swing Club 
Nan Blackstone 
4 Squires 
Hal Brown 
Frankie Gallagher 
Swing Club Girl Rev 
Dorothy Roberts 
Guy Rennie 
Fred Thompson Ore 
Popay's 
Thelma Tyndall 





Mona Alzoe 
}Pat O'Shea 

; (hue kody 
| Arnold Sis 

Jean Rogers 
Barney Lind 
Leona Rice 
Agnes Johnson 


Trocadero 
Van Ore 


Ore 


Garwood 


CHICAGO 


Mile Zee Zee 
Ashley & Ware 
Gladys Crane 


| Nina Rinaldo Ore 
Club Paramount 


Harry Vernon 
Mile Jeanne 
SOniA 

| Rose Catalina 
| Haxton & Harvey 
| Mildred Kelly 
| Joe Mussi 

Gay 20's 
| Lew King 

| Marne’ 

| Marion Parxer 


tolleen 


‘Emmet Vance Ore 


Harry's N, 
Cabaret 
Engles Ore 
Irving 


Chas 
Jack 
Yvette 
Theo Troy 
Mildred Rock 

8 Parisians 

B. B. B 

tider Sis 

Palmer Sis 
Dorothy Johnston 


Armida 

Willie Shore 
Cheri 
3 ‘C’ Notes 


Motel Hismarct 
(Walnut Room) 
F.iddie Varzos Ore 
Lucio Garcia 
Walker 4 
rhe Duanos 
Dean Murpy 


Hatel Brevoort 
Jaros Sis 
Marl Smith 
Commodore Duo 
Joe Parlato 

Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Room) 


Fred Warings Ore 
Grand Terrace 

Ada Brown 

Karl Hines 

Geo D Washington 

Al & Anise 

Hotel Edgewater 
Beach 


Roger Pryor Ore 
Enrico & Novello 
lies Triuner 
Klutings Animals 
Hi Smith Ballet 


Anchorage 


Rochell & Rinata 
Melba Beaudreaux 
Kuby Shields 

Johnny Graff Ore 


Arcadia int'l 


Kellem Ore 
Don Renaldo Orc 
Mayfair Girls (8) 
Gloria Grafton 
Rosaleen & Seville 
John Booth 
Gilbert Bros 
Mildred King 
Kee 
Judge 
Aronomink Farms 
Dick Thomas 
Marjorie Smith 
Gazella 

Bala Inn 
Continental 3 
Joe Landy 


Barritz Cafe 
Joe Reilly 
Mary Duval 
Suez & Mein 
Dan Anton Ore 


Bellevue-Stratford 
(Planet Room) 


Meyer Davis Ore 


Ben Franklin Hotel 
(Coral Cafe) 
Moe Jaffe Ore 


Renny the BRum’s 


Deloyd MeKay 
Kathryn Case 
tenny’s Swingsters 
Buddy & Selma 
Benny Benson 
Serge Flash 
Sue Ryan 
Carr Bros & 
Bobby Baxter 


Cafe Metropole 
(Camden) 
Bernie Berle Ore 


Cedarwood Inn 
(Malaga, N. J.) 

Clarence Mich Ore 
Franky Schluth 
Kitty Lee 
Lindley Sis 
Colony Club 


Jackie May 
Marcia Lloyd 
Florence Herbert 
Sue Austin 
Lorene Khoda 


Embassy Club 


Helen Benton 
Grace Manners 
Fedro Blanco Ore 
Helen Heath 
Warwick Sis 
Edith Roark 
Gloria Mausier 
Bert Clemoux 
Vera Burgess 
Clift Hall 
Evergreen Casino 
Henry 
Tom Barry 
Walter Long 
Rhoda lee 
Ben Raymond 
Kddie Lang 
Helaine & lon'lds'n 
June Collins 
1523 Locust 
Rubb'r Legs Will’ms 
Mercie Marquez 
Ollie Potter 
Patsy Evans 
Lulu Maye 
subbles Shelby 
Jane Farrar 
Linda Rae 
“Nam Woods Ore 
Swing Kings Ore 
Hotel Adelphia 
(Cafe Marguery) 


tob 


Milton 





Betty 


May Ore 


Roltner 

4 Vespers 

Simpson's Marionets 

Joe Frasetto Orc 

Ashburns 

Don Cummings 

Betty Kean 

Myra Nash 

Helen Honan 

Floridians Ore 

| Agnes Tolle 
Lambs Tavera 

Larry Meh Ore 


Little Kuathskeller 
Griffin Ore 


Solin 


Jack 
Marty 
Nancy Lee 
Mimi Stew 
La Costa & lolita 
Helen Nelson 
Lillian Bowman 


art 





Palumbo's 
| Eddie Thomas 
| Patti Crawford 
Maritonettes 
tobby Morro Ore 
itonrac 4 Leona 
| Pluto W'nder 
Fishbowl] Girl 
Frankie 
Len Sarner 
Moe Giatt 
Ritz-Carlton 
(Crystal Koeom) 


Van Levis Ore 


Hivuse | 


Richardson | 


(Empire Keoom: 
The DeMarcos 
Alexander Gray 
Wayne King Ore 
4 Aristocrats 
Abbott Dancers 

Hotel Sherman 

(College Inn) 
Frankie Masters Or 
Jackie tleller 
Donna Dae 
Ahearn Bros 
Chas Carrier 

Hotel Stevens 
(Continental Roem) 


Music Hall Boys 
Pierre & Temple 
Covert & Reed 


Carlos Molina 
Jerry MeGinty 
Herbert Dexter 
lrene St Clair 
Marya & Martin 
Royale Frolics 


Mark Ore 
Sid 


Ore 


Fisher 
Tomack 
Reis Bros 
Karre LeBaron 3 
Frances McCoy 
Sinclair Sis 
LeRoy & Sharp 
Nancy Healy 
Jack Hilliard 
The Rose Bow! 
& Henri 
Painter 
Glynn 
Ann Bolen 
Billy Scott 
Yacht 
Oshins & 
Major, Sharpe & M 
Bill Blake 
Jerrie Withee 
Irving, Steele & R 
Ted Cook Ore 


sernard 
Dixie 
Joy 
Ore 
Club 
Lessy 





PHILADELPHIA 


31 Club 
Gene Osborne 
Al Frisco Ore 
Billy Safford 
George Oliver 
Judy De Mar 
Tex Bendrix 
Dolly Nixon 
Nicki Gallueci 


Silver Lake Inn 
(Clementon) 


Joe Milikopf Ore 
seth Challis 
Jules & J Walton 
Hioney Sis 


Margie Lane 


20th Century Tavern 
Lou jJ.onge Ore 
Powers Girls (6) 
Patricia Clancey 
Don & R Marsuwall 
‘Ted Pike 

Ned Walsh 

Beth Calvert 

Cafe 
Fairfax Or 
Bateese 

Ola Wright 
Shin Bones 
3 Varisettes 


Parrish 
Frankie 
lrene 


& F 


Dutkin’s Rathakeller 
Selma Hallman 
Shirley Mae 
Sunny Nash 
Victor Nelson 
‘rank Ponti 


Ore 


Stamp's Cafe 


Bella 
Marie 


Belmont 
Latell 

Buddy Lewis 
Bobby Barton 

Cleo Valenteen 
Cleo Barr 

Billy, Ray & Kay 
Jack Hutchinson 
Irving Braslow Ore 





Streets of Varis 

Babiette 
Len Parker Ore 
Mildred Barth 
Leslie Sis 

1214 Club 
Allan Gale 
Vera Dunn 
Shirley Hale 
Jimmy Blake 
Lou Lantos 
1214 Girls (8) 
Helen Travers 

21 Club 
Tommy Monroe 
Sally La Marr 
Nancy Barry 
Ann Rush 
Connie Lee 
Melody Blenders 3 
Jean Riceardi Ore 


Venice Grille 
Bob Ridley 
Betty Mallon 
Dorothy Verral 
Fay Kay 
Marty Barton Ore 


Viking ‘Cafe 
Billy Callahan 
Al Shumaker 
Leonard Cooke 
Grace (i Illara 
Frank Springman 
Puggey O'Neill 
Pen Raymond 
Helen Wilson 
Elaine Owens 
Danny Shanker 
Whitey Verilloe 


Walton Roof 
Rave, Prince & C 
Karl Denny Ore 
&% Libby Girls 
Mildred & Maurice 


Weber's Hof Brau 
(Camden) 


Louls Chatkin 
Ray Miller 
Carlos Society Circus 
Lorraine Chevalier 
Carlton & Selig 
Int'l] Instrumental 3 
lise Hart 

lingo Klee 

Sid Colden 

Freddie ift 
Eldoradians 


Ubangi Club 


Doe Ilyder Ore 
Valda Watton 
Moke & Poke 


Ore 





Ore 


su 


Simmy mon 
Billy Griffin 
Johnny Vigal 
Blanche Saunders 


Le Roy M« 


Yacht Club 


Coy 





Margie Drummond 
Stewart Sis 
Hernice koley 
| Barbara Joan 


| Viola Kla 


s Ore 
Yorktown Tavern 


} Bill Bilger Ore 
Marie Duval 


Hotel Palmer House 


Sande Williams Ore 


Underw'd & Und'w'd | 


—> 


DETROIT 


(Casino) 
Bob Crosby Ore 
Kay Weber 
Ames & Arno 

Chalet 


Hank Fomish Ore 
Commodore Club 


Commodorables (6) 
Evers & Delores 
Emil & Evelyn 
Anne Page 

Blue Lantern 
R, Armstrong 
Gracie McMahon 
Judy Soban 
Marie Paul 
Al Hanaway Ore 
Club Continental 
Chico Reyes’ 
Jessie Pengra 
Continental % 
Murray & Allan 
Frances Willard 


Corktown Tavern 
B. Miller (3) 
Marsh Sis 

1& J tiallagher 
liarry Bardell 
Jack Marsh 
Millie Obenor 
Debutantes (6) 
Phil Kaye 
Alexander 


Ore 


Ore 

Coezy Corner 

JI Hubert 

Helen Dorsey 

May Joy 

6 Cozettes 

Elia Lee 

Lester Squires 

Bill Godden 

Clrudia Wheeler 

Bill Johnson ‘ore 
Northwood Inn 


Russ Lyon Ore 


Willlam Penn 

(lialian Terrace) 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Paula Kelly 

Burt Shaw 
(Continental Bar) 
Arthur Ravel 3 

New Penn 

Carl Moore Ore 
Bill Green's 


Jimmy Joy Ore 
Helen Heath 
Harlem Casino 

Jimmy Wadkins Or 

Larry Steele 

tieorge Gould 

Louise Mann 

lielen Wiles 

Mary Richards 

% Ksquires 

8 Harlemettes, 

Willows 

Marvin # reuerick Or 
Nihon Cafe 

H Middleman Ore 

Sally Hughes 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 


| PITTSBURGH 


Woods & Bray 
Geraldine Ross 
Bob King 

Rhythm Redheads 


Palm Beach Cafe 


Geo. Presnell 

Floyd Pike 

Daly Crampton Or 
Oasis 


Ken Conroy 
Bob Shepler Ore 
Vlantation 
Charles Ray 
Cecil Lee Ore 
Johnson & Gridér 
Danny & Eddy 
Pauline Bryant 
Della Bright 
Powatan 
Ore 
W: 
“‘overt & 
| Richard & 


tuby 

Heat #3) 

Reed 
Carlson 


ves 


ahs 
Eddie Bratton 
Bert Gilbert 
Michael & Diane 
H Smith Girls 
Ten-Forty Club 
Joaquin Gera 
Babe Morris 
Elaine Managl 
Kiddie Collins 
“havo Sherman 
Coyle MeKay Ore 
Clob Villa Db 


Irving Alexander 
Chuck Stevens Ore 


Webster Hall Hotel 
(Cocktail Gril 
Dellenri & Georgene 

Carol Dean 

Red Davison 
Johnny Drake 
Emerson Gill Ore 


Ore 


Bobby Cook 
Towne & Knott 
Sammy Walsh 
Miaco Co 


Angelo di Palma 


Hotel Roosevelt 
(Covktail Bar) 
Billy Catizone 8 
Union Grill 
Karl DuLaney 
Billie Bugbee 
Show Boat 
Al Marsico Ore 
Edith DeLaney 
Marvel 
Mary Lee 
Wayne Thomas 
Noel Sherman Girle 
Piaza Cafe 
Niki Lov Norman 
bert-A St Clair Rey 
Plaza Ore 
Italian Gardens 
Etzi Covate Ore 
Carmen 
White Mansions 
Dale Harkness Ore 
Marion Melton 








Pix for 


National, which 








three weeks, in 
films. 


Lee. 


Nat’l, L’ville, 


Opening show was 
Girls,” with Billy Fields and Jean 
New policy will be four shows 
daily, with midnight show Saturday, 


Drops 
Grind Burley 





Louisville, Oct. 12. 


has been operating 


a Hirst burley policy for the last 


combination with 


feature pics, Friday (8) reverted to 
the policy of straight burlesque, sans 


‘Say It With 





Heidt and Tenor 


dad's stories. 


tinuity 


Show presented 


TONY WONS 
With Ann Leaf 
Talk, Music 

15 Mins, 


WABC-CBS New 
After 


odizing over 
themes and 
frailties. 
casional 


the heartstrings, 
Before 
nouncer asks the 


request and that 
ture much of the 


pany’s 


scribing products 





| Sustaining 





theatre, which seats 350, 


bowing 


everything down 
selves by the radio. 
that a goodly percentage heed the 


|ELLEN CARROLL TROTTMAN 


| ‘Darlene Dell,’ Child Singer 


Radio Reviews 


(Continued from page 34) 


C, Herbert Peter- 


son are blended nicely into grand- 
Especially good job 
turned in by the strings, with Miss 
Heidt and Peterson not far behind. 

Show flows very smoothly. 


Con- 


is by Mel Wissman, while 
Wellington Granzow abets Wright in 
production task. Victor Linfoot han- 
dies the spieling, and of course, the 
tune ‘Souvenirs’ is program's theme. 


from WW4J's radio 
Pete. 


VICK PRODUCTS 
Mon., Wed., Fri., 10.30 a.m. 


York 


(Morse Iuternational) 
two years 
radio Tony Wons is back with his 
reading of sentimental verse, rhap- 
homely 
sermonizing on human 
Ann Leaf puts in an oc- 
stroke at the 
cially when the wordy going aims at 


absence from 
traits and 


organ, espe- 


on Wons an- 
housewives to put 
and set them- 


It’s a safe guess 


Wons will recap- 
following that was 


his when he dropped this routine. 
Ad copy revolves around the come 

plan-for-better-control-ofe 

colds theme and offers a booklet de- 


and treatment. 
Odec. 


M-W-P; 12:30 p.m. 
KOMA, Oklahoma City 
One day last summer this junior 
imiss wal':ed into the studio from a 
Ismall Oklauoma town asking for an 
audition, fhe got it. Siation thinks 
he cun he sold. On this gustainer 
1o:v fe bu.ld-np. 
| Sinving hid hos ersonaiity 
japien: Ra'es as exccpt.oncl talent 
for lees] radio. Fair. 


: 
: 
: 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


They’re cheating a little on the stage | 


show this week, a tendency that is 
presumably good showmanship when 
the screen h:.s something big enough 
to allow ’em to get away with it 
safely. ‘Stage Door’ (RKO} is the 
picture on top, reviewed in VARIETY 
Sept. 15. Indications Thursday night 
were that the opening day draught 
of the feature was strong. Nothing 
on the stage could be pulling ’em in 
heavily as early as 7 p.m. j 


This being the 13th anniversary of | 


Victor Herbert’s death, Leon Leoni- 
doff has thrown together a three-act 
presentation which features the com- | 
poser’s music, but there is nothing | 
pretentious about the show nor does | 
it last more than around 30 minutes. | 
Running time is probably a new low | 
for the house’s platform. | 

Majority of the talent is from stock | 
on payroll here, including Jan | 
Peerce, soloist; the glee club, ballet | 
troupe and Rockettes, only outsiders | 
being Evelyn Case, Rose Akersten | 
and the ballroom team of Mary Raye | 
and Naldi. Settings are effective and | 
colorful though away from big-scale | 





proportions employed here fre-| 
quently. | 
A smartly-executed drop, in a| 


modernistic note, displays a large | 
piano with a Victor Herbert music | 
album on it and serves to announce | 
the composer’s numbers which figure | 
for the various scenes, lights from | 
the booth flashing the titles on the | 
album. 


Show opens with the Dagger Dance 


from ‘Natoma,’ and ‘Indian Invoca- 
tion,’ sung by Rose Akersten in a 
setting of much effectiveness which 
brightens up to a sunrise. The 
Rockettes and ballet corps figure for 
the Dagger Dance. Rockettes appear 
again with a scene to themselves as 
the closer,. doing ‘March of the Toys’ 
from ‘Babes in Toyland.’ No one 
else appears in this third stanza. 
Line girls do the number effectively 
but a repeat of one of their most 
outstanding dance routines of the old 
Roxy theatre days to the same music, 
although differently arranged here, 
might have been desirable. Some of 
the Rockies are on toy wooden 
horses created by S. Sabaneef, while 
others, as dolls, step out of a cute 
packing box. 


Act II has Peerce and the glee club 
singing ‘Sweet Mystery of Life’ stir- 
ringly; Evelyn Case, soprano, giving 
out ‘Kiss Me Again,’ and the two 
singers paired for a finale in render- 
ing ‘Kiss in the Dark’ as a duet. In 
between the clever waltz team of 

ye and Naldi is spotted. This twain 

doubling into the Hall from the 
swank Rainbow Room and in addi- 
tion to the ballroom waltz with the 

ve Songs’ session, they do a num- 
ber in one as a scene-change filler, 
a modernistic treatment of tango 
ballroomistics. 

Instead of Herbert music, the over- 
ture with this show is ‘Rosenkavalier 

altzes’ of Richard Strauss. Char. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 9: 

In the swank spots of Manhattan, 
Xavier Cugat’s a bona fide name. 
But he’s just another batoneer in 
the stix, and not very well known, at 
that. Give the Stanley an orch with 
any sort of rep at all and the Friday 
afternoon kid brigade will be out in 
full force. Yesterday they were ab- 
sent in droves. 

But then there’s been a feeling in 
‘certain quarters that Bette Davis is 
a marquee draw. Maybe that’s the 
reason management booked in “That 

ertain Woman’ (FN) with Cugat, 

guring that screen would give the 
combo enough b.o. impetus. It’s not 
working out that way, however, and 
this afternoon WB deluxer had its 
poorest opening in months. Down- 
stairs wasn’t even half full, and it 
was open season for deer in the bal- 
cony. 

For Cugat it’s a first time here 
since his maritime experience in the 
big St. Patrick’s Day flood of 1936, 
when the deluge washed away $10,000 
worth of his instruments and ar- 
rangements. That nipped his en- 
gagement short by three days, and a 

ity, too, because he had a show then. 

is time it’s just a collection of acts 
packing less than half the entertain- 
ment of his last unit. 

Senor’s own orchestra contribu- 
tions are still tops; his tangos and 
rhumbas peerless and his band show- 
manship excellent. String arrange- 
ments, particularly for those five fid- 
dies, are the standouts, with the 
maestro himself delivering a couple 
of sock violin solos. Unfortunately, 
Cugat doesn’t give ’em a lot; in fact, 
entire show runs less than 45 min- 
utes, and that has a tendency to em- 
phasize the shortcomings of his sup- 
porting bill. 


Then it’s just possible he set too | 
what | 


high a standard last season, 
with acts like Georges and Jalna and 
Raoul and Eva Reyes. But the point 
is that they fit in with Cugat’s type 
of entertainment; turns he has at 
present for the most part don’t. 
Take Marion Belitt and the English 
Brothers, for instance. It’s a swell 
knockabout trio, with gal’s peculiar 
figger accounting for as many laughs 


as her falls, and boys turning on the | 


steam with a mixture of eccentric 
hoofing and acrobatics. 
same, the act doesn’t belong with 
Cugat—not enough class. That goes, 
too, for Ann and Charlie, introduced 
as champion Cuban lindy-hoppers. 
Kids deliver all right, though not up 
to the sepia conception of this pe- 


But just the | 


| culiar form of strut, but don’t look 
the part. 

| On the other hand, dance team of 
| Nadine and Girardo has plenty of 


' class, but little to offer in the way 


of ballroom terp. Gal is a handsome 
honey blonde, and her partner a 
slick-haired Castilian, but the two 
numbers they do are pretty ordinary. 
Other acts are Aurelia Coloma, 
striking looking brunette who does 
two Spanish ballads in fair-to-mid- 
dling voice, and Desi Arnaz, who 
does a vocal for Cugat’s curtain, a 
lively medley of rhumba tunes. 


For Cugat this is apparently just 
a short-time, pick-up unit, since he 
returns to Waldorf-Astoria in New 
York shortly for a run. It would 
have to be that, because Cugat’s too 
smart a showman to get himself 
hooked up for long with such out-of- 
place talent. Most of the acts are all 
right, so is Cugat, but they just don’t 
mix well. Cohen, 


TABOR, DENVER 


Denver, Oct. 9. 

For the final show for several 
months at least, Manager ‘Pop’ Ralph 
Lee tosses the cash customers a neat 
bill. The policy of the house changes 
to double bills, patronage for the 
vaudeville the last several weeks 
having been disappointing. 

Dixie Trio, colored lads, headline 
with a group of southern melodies 
and varieties of tap and novelty 
dances. They should improve by 
doing straight singing of southern 
ballads or something with a Negro 
flavor. Boys are well applauded, 
and work hard for it. 

Kirk and Lawrence do a western 
horse act—with the horses formed 
about themselves with blankets, with 
the legs in the stirrups being fakes. 
The horses look real, and they cavort 
about the stage and do a neat horse 
race in slow motion. Bit of roping, 
impersonation of Sitting Bull and 
Buffalo Bill, amd chatter complete 
the act. 


Hag Haig, billed a former Olympic 
swimming champ, does an act with- 
out any swimming. Plays a banjo 
and several harmonicas, hiding four 
of the latter in his mouth, and play- 
ing one after another. Does a neat 
cigaret and match trick, tossing first 
the cigaret around his. shoulder, 
catching it in his mouth, likewise 
with the lighted match, and lighting 
the cigaret. Plays the harmonica 
while standing on hands, is okay in 
his takeoff on a strip dance, and 
closes with a wrestling bit, he being 
both wrestlers and throwing himself 
about the stage laughably. 


Two of the routines are short, with 
the line concentrating on the clos- 
ing, in which one of them, Mar- 
guerite Gibson, is featured as a 
mammy singer. Line does a soft shoe 
tap and other dances as a river 
steamboat is propelled across the 
front of the back drop. Opening in 
a jockey routine, with four six-inch 
high hurdles and the costumes giv- 
ing the racetrack touch. Second 
routine a Tiller number with line 
dressed in black, arms and legs bare, 
and in front of a black drop. 

Manager Ralph Lee does the m. c. 
job in order to announce the change 
in policy to double bills. This marks 
the passing out of vaudeville from 
Denver picture houses, at least for 
the present. 


‘Saratoga’ (MG) on the screen and 
a fair house on the first Saturday 
show. Rose. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI. 


Chicago, Oct. 9. 

After an opening routine by the 
girls, the show gets going with the 
Wing Troupe, eight Chinese men, 
women and children. It’s a good 
act, but needs a producer who knows 
staging and pace. Do hand balancing, 
a little pyramiding and a little jug- 
gling, usually with one member of 
the act working while the others 
stand in line waiting. 

Joan Britton fills the deuce spot. 
Nice soprano voice and would be 
a dandy around which to build pro- 
duction numbers. Working alone, 
she rates merely as all right. How- 
ever, her orchestral arrangements are 
the best that this house has had in 
a long time. 

Following her are Billy and Bev- 
erly Bemis, the one really bright 
spot on the show. They'd a 
bright spot on any show, for they’re 
youthful in appearance, their dance 
routines are right up to the minute 
in lightness, in humor and in spirited 
performance. They did three on the 
show caught—a double tap num- 
ber, ‘Peckin’,’” and a satirical thing 
that caught on for a storming finish. 
If every performance is like the one 
caught, there’s little wonder they’re 
on their way for a return Holly- 
wood stay. 

As the final act Cliff and Dell are 
on for an unfunny few minutes. 
Man and woman team with material 
old enough to have been retired a 
generation ago. Wind-up has her do- 
ing a grind-bump routine, switching 
| to a semi-acrobatic, as he sings with 
| a not-bad voice. 
| Picture, which is intended to pull 
‘em in to see the poorly laid-out 
| vaudeville bills. is another re-issue, 
‘Roberta’ (RKO). House has had 
considerable success with re-issues 
| during last couple months. 











Business on final show, opening 
| day, not so hot, with main floor 
j about three-quarters fuH, balcony 
‘empty. Loop. 


ROXY, N.Y. » 


‘Life Begins in College’ (20th) (re- 
viewed in Vartery, Sept. 29 issue) 
induced a brimming crowd in the 
big Seventh avenue barn Friday 
(opening) night. The 45-minute 
stage flourish, while in character for 
the Roxy and its patrons’ tastes, dis- 
appointed. Far from a bulky pack- 
age, it was slow, overdrawn, and the 
acts were not too happily nor adroit- 
ly spotted. 

Those ol’ dependables, the Gae 
Foster line of 24, weren’t in very 
good form. Opening found the las- 
sies swinging ping-pong paddles, 
presumably to tie in with the bad- 
minton exhibitionists who followed 
and who use racquets. not paddles, 

Thelma Kingsbury is a British 
blonde and a champ; her opponent is 
the Yankee pro, Ken Davidson. 
When caught, the match didn’t grip 
the mob as badminton on a stage 
did last year at the Roxy. It wasn’t 
the fault of the players, especially 
Davidson, who is a prime grand- 
stand-conscious swatter. And play- 
by-play palaverer Jack Negley, who 
did the chore last year, is excellent. 
Patrons seemed to have had enough 
sport spectacle from the film, with 
its lengthy reelage devoted to grid- 
iron goings-on. 

Deucing, ‘Peg-Leg’ Bates warmed 
them up with his standard hoofing, 
but he wasn’t the wallop he has been 
before. Stage would have been bet- 
ter set for him had he been spotted 
down the ladder. 

Foster femmes were 
this juncture for an unexciting Wig- 
manesque wiggle in trailing sequin- 
splashed gowns. Tenor Tom Harri- 
gan sang for the picture number, the 
lighting for which could have been 
greatly improved; mazda-bathing the 
dancers from the wings was not bal- 
anced. 


Stuart Morgan adagioists share 
with the Sylvia Manon troupe hon- 
ors of being just about the best pair 
of acts of the type now around U. S. 
vaude. But the spotting was bad on 
this bill. 


Trado Twins (Frank and Peter) 
apparently ‘were told to cut their 
turn, Vet act used to run around 
17 minutes; when caught, duo was 
down to nine. And out of their bag 
of tricks, collected through 12 or so 
years of vaude vending, the stuff 
uncorked wasn’t what one would 
term auspicious. Their first bit was 
an old panto of two men twitchingly 
gazing at a picture in a theatre; too 
much wasted motion for what it of- 
fered, and would have been more 
effective if boned down to the white 
meat. Closed with their old human- 
stilt stunt, always surefire. One 
shoulder-straddles the other, with 
the underpinner hidden to the knees 
with a long coat. Precision of the 
stunt is perfect, and it did get the 
boys off well. 

Foster frolickers wound it up in 
gay mortorboards and abbreviated 
graduation gowns for a routine that 
was overlong for what it offered. 
College clothes suggestion was to tie 





in with the film's locale. 


Usual batch of dated shorts were 

dispensed with, and the newsreel 
narrowed to only the important 
frames from the week’s news. Turn- 
over was what the management 
sought on opening day. Bert. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 9. 

Gal who has been playing in a 
local nitery for a number of months 
steals most of the honors from a flock 
of Hollywood and radio names on 
the Earle’s stage program this week. 
On the whole the bill is a good one 
and theatre’s following gave it plenty 
of response at the first show. Pic is 
‘Annapolis Salute’ (RKO). 

Charles (‘Buddy’) Rogers is m. c. 
and makes a pleasant and unaffected 
one. He starts the show off by con- 
ducting the Earle orch, which is on 
the stage this week. In fact, the 
band’s participation in the whole 
nroceedings is a feature; Lou Schra- 
der, conductor, has a chance to sit 
around with his hands folded most 
of the time. 


Rogers starts proceedings by con- 
ducting the crew in a medley of cur- 
rent hits during which he solos on 
several brass mstruments, not sensa- 
tionally in any one case, but show- 
ing plenty of versatility. Following, 
he introduces the Ann St. George 
Dancers, two boys and a girl who 
offer taps, singly, in pairs and as a 
trio. They work hard and go over 
moderately. 

Toby Wing is on next. first for a 
few minutes of patter with Rogers in 
which they compare Hollywood ex- 
periences and give the appearance of 
ad-libbing although it’s all in the act. 
Miss Wing then ‘talks’ (nobody can 
call it singing) ‘The Love Bug’ and 
‘Teched in the Head.’ The young 
lady has an attractive figure and 
wears a seductive close-fitting eve- 
ning gown which the boys out front 
liked a lot. That probably accounted 
for a lot of the applause and the 
encore. 

Next comes the fill-in that panicked 
the house. She’s De Loyd McKay, 
sepia-tinted pianist and hot warbler 
who’s been appearing for some time 
at Benny the Bum’s nitery here. 
Any doubts about her clicking back 
of the footlights are soon dissipated. 
She tickles the ivories with amazing 





dexterity and novel side effects, and 
her Singing of ‘Tiger Rag’ and ‘St. 
Louis Blues’ has the mob frantic. 








She’s young and good looking, if a 


inserted at | 








trifle on the hefty side, and she’s also 
a slick comedienne. 

Roy Atwell’s on next with his fa- 
miliar mangled speech and his dead- 
pan comedy. He got a nice hand but 
took no encore. Judy Starr, also 
from Hollywood, follows. She looks 
cute in a abbreviated costume, sings 
nasally but pleasantly a couple of 
current hits, and finally does a patter 
with Rogers introducing parts of a 
couple of dozen hit tunes which 
really go to town. 

Nonchalants, a trio of tumblers, 
have some novel falls and a gener- 
ally fast and effective routine. 

Rogers leads the orch again for the 
finale and also plays a flock of in- 
struments including the piano and 
the piano accordion. At the former 
he cracked the audience about going 
to do the best he could, but fearing 
he’d have to take lessons from Miss 
McKay. Waters. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Oct. 10. 

Back in theatre circulation after 
a brief Hollywood film sojourn and 
an engagement at the Drake hotel, 
Chicago Fred Waring’s Pennsyl- 
vanians’ again, or as usual, prove 
more than equal to the occasion. 
They receive a royal welcome and 
smash through to the customary big 
applause and laugh returns. Johnny 
Davis and the Lane Sisters are con- 
spicuously missing—left behind in 
Hollywood—but the aggregation is 
still plenty good and the big enter- 
tainment punch continues in evi- 
dence. 


Waring’s present show doesn’t de- 
viate much from what his many ad- 
mirers expect and want. It’s snappy 
music interspersed with a few good 
specialties and the usual kidding. If 
anything, the band on this theatre 
tour goes in for more clowning and 
gagging than before—perhaps a little 
too much, although the customers 
seem to eat it up. 


There’s no _ production—only a 
plain house setling—but that doesn’t 
matter. Waring is his usual suave 
self in the m.c. and baton swinging 
role. Band, in fine fettle, repeats its 
burlesque of other orchestras in a 
collection of “Ta Ra Ra Ra Boom de 
Ay’ arrangements that are sure-fire 
and permit effective anleing by 
various individual members. In its 
other pop renditions it has every- 
thing swing fans crave. ‘Poly’ Mc- 
Clintock of the foghorn voice is 
much in evidence at the drums, as 
usual. So are-‘Scotty Bates’ and the 
McFarland Twins with their gagging 
and wisecracking comedy interrup- 
tions. 

Specialty performers all click. 
Fern, a young femme violinist, does 
several numbers in addition to play- 
ing with the band. Betty Atkinson 
scores with a baton tap novelty, 
dancing while she twirls the sticks. 
Gordon Goodman, tenor, scores with 
his warbling and the Glee Club sells 
its harmonizing expertly. The Three 
Fella’s are other vocalizers who con- 
tribute to the enjoyment. 

Charles Gilbert does Ravello’s 
‘Bolero’ on the harmonica and the 
audience clamors for more. Al Bot- 
tort’s musical bits are on the vibra- 
phone. Familiar dancing tamborine 
and domino number winds up the 
hour of music and merry-making 
in big-league fashion without being 
dulled by repetition. 

‘Back in Circulation,” plus Pathe 
news and another short take care 
of the screen end nicely. A capacity 
house at the midnight Saturday per- 
formance—the fifth of the om. 

ees. 





FOX, K. C. 


Kansas City, Oct. 8. 

Big bill the current week with five 
visiting acts and the line in three 
routines, Judy Conrad’s orch, Harlan 
Christie, m.c., and John Colvin: 44 
people in all. However, the pro- 
duction does not take advantage of 
this bulk and things look pretty bare 
at times. Lacking anything that 
smacks of a prop, the house has been 
using a_ series of back-drops for 
dress and has gone overboard in ill- 
chosen designs. Small stage just 
won't take the big figures. 

Conrad’s band is back in the pit 
this week and spotted for the opener 
with John Colvin, baritone. Head- 
liners are Carl Freed and his Har- 
monica Lads. Boys, a young fresh 
crew, are marshalled a la Minevitch 
by Freed. Freed should give the 
comedy angles a brush-up; rather an 
un-jelled routine as stands. Music 
doled runs from ‘Tiger Rag’ to ‘Poet 
and Peasant.’ 

Smoothest bit is found in the 
capable nether extremities of Troy 
and Lynne... Mixed team hoofs a 
delicious eccentric turn that takes 
all the way. Swell stuff. Another 
smooth job is turned in by Raymond 
Wilbert, juggler. Patters inanely 
while flipping his hoops, latter is pat 
stuff but takes. Three Lorraine 
Sisters peddle close harmony ditties 
and don’t take advantage of the 
personality. They’ve made a rough 
transition from radio to vaude; need 
more theatre work. Ruton’s Little 
Stars (four bone chewers) are just 
fair. Pups are put through a series 
of balancing stints on Ruton’s mitts. 

Line, which has usually confined 
its routines to arm waving, steps 
into a good production number for 
the finish. Toe ballet by six of the 
ponies is a honey. Four show girls 
augment the 12-girl line this trip. 
Screen feature is ‘Lancer Spy’ (20th) 
with Fox News. Rain opening day 
put dew on the b.o.: first Friday 
evening showing. Hoyt. 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Horace Heidt and Brigadiers, cur- 
rently occupying the: stage assign- 
ment, must be more than casually 
responsible for the record big cur- 
rently at the State, ‘Dead End’ (UA) 
is the film, and both bid fair to top 
the Rudy Vallee record of last year, 

High-spot of Heidt show so far 
as reaction from across the footligzht 
is concerned, is a corking impersona- 
tion of President Roosevelt by Art 
Thorsen. It would be a nifty in any 
show but Thorsen is enabled to mag- 
nify it here because of the contrast 
with the smooth tempo of the Heidt 
contingent. Impersonator tackles 
his job in showmanly fashion by 
going through a number of routine 
film-radio impersonations and then 
blossoming out with the Roosevelt 
turn in which the President unfolds 
a Tugwell project for moving the 
Atlantic into the Pacific via a cross-- 
country bucket brigade. It would be 
a sock in a nitery where the patron- 
age might be thoroughly in satirical 
subject matter. 


Practically everybody in the band 
gets billing on the front of the 
house, that going for Heidt's radio 
sponsor (Alemite), too. Alvino Rey, 
4 Kings, Jerry Bowne, Bernie Mat- 
tinson, Red Farrington, Bob McCoy, 
Larry Cotton, Burton Pierce, Frank 
Deval and Chas. Goodman draw 
space on advertising come-ons. 
Specialty singing and instrumental 
work by this crowd is okay, but no 
standouts. Band itself really only 
works straight in two or three num- 
bers, which seems a pretty low total. 
Also a novelty band number on toy 
instruments and a ‘Big Apple’ 
finale are included. Latter two some- 
what break up the pace but not 
enough for this. house. Show, on 
viewing caught, runs 41 minutes. 

Heidt’s radio rep figures as the 
prime b.o. element. Edga. 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, Oct. 10. 

Show is typical of the best work 
that the Balaban & Katz flagship 
presents on its stage. Contains top 
class talent, backed by fine staging 
and lighting. 

Those Fred Evans line routines 
and formations have been outstand- 
ing in the Chicago number for a 
number of years, and the staging 
continues to be a weekly eyeful. 
Evans comes through with two num- 
bers currently, opening with a 
rhythm routine which starts the 
show off excellently, and centering 
a waltz number that had this audi- 
ence ohing and ahing. Evans’ work 
is typified by an eye for beautiful 
formations, and graceful execution. 


Four acts on the show, and tops in 
class and effectiveness. Topping the 
bill was Alec Templeton, the blind 
pianist, who, with Gloria Gilbert, 
holds over from last week. Temple- 
ton could use a bit more comedy to 
break up his long dignified act. He 
opens with a comedy number, which 
could be more effectively placed 
farther down the line. His impres- 
sions and his improvising, however, 
remain top-notch entertainment for 


the better class houses and nite 
spots. 
Other hold-over, Miss Gilbert, 


was as effective and even more 
spectacular. She does only one stunt, 
or trick, but she does it for any- 
body’s money. Her spinning stunt 
on one toe is still an amazing sock 
in anybody’s show business. Maybe 
she does it with mirrors. 

Singing her way to a solid click 
with this audience was Ann Lester, 
a gal who makes a great appearance 
on the platform and who hits sharp- 
ly with a wide selection of pop and 
novelty tunes. Has a strong selling 
manner that gets the audience eating 
out of her hand. 


In the opening is Paul Gordon 
with his novelty bike act. Always 
guaranteed on appearance, Gordon 
comes through neatly with a couple 
of solid acrobatic stunts on the 
wheels. 

Picture was ‘High, Wide and Hand- 
some’ (Par) backed by a Pete Smith 
short and the usual news. Business 
fair. Gold 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


Detroit, Oct. 9. 


Not-too-exciting show here cur- 
rently, but plenty of splash in the 
final setto, Lottie Mayer’s ‘Disap- 
pearing Water Ballet.’ Lineup is bit 
skimpy, with only three acts sup- 
porting the dozen diving gals, but 
manages to run out about 45 minutes 
without too much stretching. 

Besides the ballet, the bill consists 
of Bob Hall, rhyming newscaster; 
Francis and Carroll, eccentric hoof- 
ers, and Frank Conville & Co. 
comedians. Presence of water tanks 
on the back part of stage forces 4 
pinched-up presentation of the other 
turns, which may account for scarcity 
of handclaps for supporting a>. ot 
much can be done about this angle, 
but it’s plenty tough on the fill acts. 

Ballet’s diving number, which 
shuts show, is spiffy. Tanks are 
given an elaborate gilding and whole 
turn has plenty of flash as well as 
splash. Twelve gals appear nice!) 
and know their plunging. In addi- 
tion to ballet’s water number, £4'5 
offer two other routines, first a 
hotcha piece and midway of show & 
roller skating number. First - 
snappy, but in skate number femme= 

(Continued on page 55) 
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BIG APPLE 


(FAY’S, PHILLY) 
Philadelphia, Oct. 8. 


Thrown together to cash in on the 
present ‘Big Apple’ terp mania. This 
show lacks almost entirely the in- 
gredients_ of good, solid entertain- 
ment. Capitalizing on the ‘Big 
Apple’ novelty—which is obviously 
what is being depended upon to 
carry other weakies—this theme is 
used in only one turn, the finale, 
when the entire cast goes into a 
circle to execute the new-fangled 
hoofology. 

That’s a good number and plenty 

strong with the craze now swinging 
the country, but it’s not Atlas. It 
can’t support the entire show, which 
doesn’t seem so much to lack talent 
as that the talent seems to lack ma- 
terial. Even the Harry Crosley gal 
numbers, in which Fay’s usually ap- 
peases with plenty of flesh, are only 
0-sO. 
: Aside from ‘Big Apple’ number it- 
self, the only stanza that even half- 
clicks is a turn by Gil Lamb, long- 
legsed tapper and eccentric hoofer, 
whose antics resemble those of Ray 
Bolger. In addition to ability to 
dance himself into a double-knot. he 
has a powerful comic streak. Fol- 
lowing his own turn, his amusing 
work in the ‘Big Apple’ number is 
largely responsible for its click. 

Lamb uses Tommy Sanford to split 
up his routine. Sanford is a pleas- 
ant-looking youngster who does 
things with a harmonica—or about a 
dozen harmonicas. Lamb retires in 
the middle of his act to give the 
stage to the kid exclusively. House 
gives his playing the strongest ap- 
proval of the day. Lamb returns 


for a comic bit of swallowing a tiny 


mouthorgan and emitting noises by 
poking his stomach—noises being 
provided by Sanford offstage. 

Following the curtain-raising en- 
semble number, Rio and Rita do a 
mediocre opening turn. Gal plays 
the clarinet while the guy imitates 
a violin with a rubber hose. Then 
they pluck strings imbedded in the 
skin of bass drums. Claim to be 
playing ‘melody on a bass drum,’ but 
doesn’t sound like anything in par- 
ticular. 

Billy Reed, who also emcees the 
‘Big Apple’ number and does a fairly 
decent routine in it with Ann Woods, 
is next. Does a solo rhumba terp 
and an imitation of a wooden-legged 
mon truckin’. 

Comedy is provided by Charles 
Kemper, Jack Squires and Pat Nemo. 
Fat, sputtering Kemper and half- 
pint Nemo, who looks more like 
Charley McCarthy than any living 
dead-pan artist, have plenty of 
physical attributes for providing 
humor. But lack fresh material. good 
for laughs. Intro a series of football 
gags with a newsreelshot on the 
screen, Overlong. 

Tine is out next, with punkaroo 
ballroom duo, Grautschi and Sonnen, 
supplementing. Then Zelda Santley, 
who does pattered monologues to a 
piano accompaniment. Only laughs 
she gets are her own. and there are 
plenty of those. Ballroom pair on 
next with the gal in leopard bras 
end panties. guy usin® whip on her. 
Better. Gil Lamb follows, and then 
ponies, aided by entire cast, finales 
in ‘Big Apple.’ Herb. 


Precision Rhythm Revue 


(UTAH, SALT LAKE CITY) 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 10. 

In the entire line-up are three 
standouts: a graceful, boneless Chi- 
nese girl acrobat, Florence Lin 
How; Frances Berk, whose mimicry 
in song and animations contains a 
goodly load of sock fare, and Ted 
Mack, who does his best to fill the 
bill of a band leader and emcee. 
Besides, there are a_brother-sister 
roping act, a juve hill-billy moaner, 
a tap dancer, a team of sepia skat 
scorchers, and 17-piece band. 

Mack, well draped in formal 
clothes, makes his initial appearance 
soon after the opening by announc- 
ing purpose of his revue—to pencil 
out any superfluity of acts. His reg- 
ular band is augmented by more 
than a half dozen local cleffers. 
Addition of a miniature organ en- 
hances orchestra renditions. 

Having introed Louise Boyd. tan 
dancer, Mack resumes his batoning, 
while tapper wncorks a pleasant rou- 
tine of soft shoe steps that divests 
well. Bend nlunges into limelicht 
rext with offering of ‘Merry-Go- 
Round Broke Down.’ with Mack giv- 
Ing his beritone pires a workout. 
Novel lighting efferts and hoke aa- 
tics of bondsmen coll the tune. Mack 

eins heckling the erummer. un- 
billed, and intermittently commands, 
Tce another bow.’ 

‘Two_Rascals of Rhythm.’ colored 
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warbler delivering in lush manner 
‘Swing High, Swing Low,’ followed 
by ‘It’s Delovely,’ as might be inter- 
preted by Mae West, Edna Mae Oli. 
ver, Katharine Hepburn, Juise 
Rainer and Fannie Brice. Gal has 
looks, an ingratiating personality and 
a versatile voice. Her trump card is 
her full, appealing contralto tonal 
qualities, abetted by an assortment 
of licks and rhythmic patter. 
Sammie Hinton, a Texas lad who 
should be able to vote in 1940, is a 


tunes and guitar banging. Presenta- 
tions of ‘So Rare,’ ‘It Looks Like 
Rain’ and ‘In a Monastery Garden’ 


by the band is positive entertain- | 
Unusual touch svotted for | 
Backdrop, on | 


ment. 
‘Garden’ number. 
which three stained church windows 
appear, covers stage, but through 
novel lighting effects audience sees 
bandsmen playing on chimes. 


Mack’s. solo stint spilling jokes 


paves the way for the heaviest billed | 


revue act, Miss Lin How. As a con- 
tortionist she’s all wrapped up in her 


work. She disvlays gracefulness and | 


artistry in performing seemingly im- 
nossible twists and body gyrations. 
She works in colorful Oriental garb. 


and band plays subdued Occidental | 


tunes throughout her act. 


Winding up the show is Ted Les- 
| ter, band member, who is a proficient 
|} all-around musician. He starts with 
ja toy flute and, in rapid succession, 
has a turn on a miniature violin, har- 
monica, bazooke. saxanhone. clarinet 
and oboe, reachins for various in- 
struments tucked in his elothes. Piz 
is ‘Something to Sing About’ (GN). 
Guss. 





H’wood Band Wagon 


(LOEW’S MONTREAL) 
Montreal, Oct. 9. 


Flesh and film combo here cur- 
rently after a month lay-off. Atten- 
dances at :once jump to 
$14,000 mark, near treble average 
for this 3,200-seater. It’s the kind of 
show they like, lots of knock-about, 
tumbling, tapping and a clever. well- 
paced, nicely-drilled 16-girl line of 
lookers and figures. Fans standing 
in back all shows over the weekend 
and for Thanksgiving Holiday. 


Line opens, harnessed as ponies. 
and driven by ribbons from top of 
16-foot band wagon that turns at 
finish to show spider’s web with 
Melba, show’s near-nudist, stretched 
across it. It’s only a glance, but the 
crowd wants an encore everytime. 
Line routines, sings and backgrounds 
most of the acts that file in for short 
wisecrack, step or tumbling. 


Vern Rath starts the show with 
fast tootling on the sax and clarinet 
and is followed by Jeanne Lorraine 
and Roy Rognan in clever comedy 
work-out. Are continually in and 
out through the show. Carol Man- 
ners gets in a change of feeling by 
singing Italian opera and familiar 
songs. She shows training and fans. 
though not much for this sort of 
thing, show appreciation. She sings 
against an effective blue voile set. 


Line back dangling puppets and 
ending with black out where gals 
are only just visible but puppets are 
luminous, a new touch here that gets 
them several calls, rare here for the 
girl line. They bring in Abbott and 
Costello, who have a rather too long 
officer and private slapstick, wise- 
crack set. However, slapstick goes 
down big in this town. Then produc- 
tion dance with gals in feathers and 
Melba in back on pedestal in half- 
light. She ordinarily dances, but not 
in Montreal, where police barred it. 


Lorraine and Rognan back in 
adagio which quickly becomes a 
freak knock-about dance that goes 
over socko. Another act that takes 
with the fans is the repeat of Abbott 
and Costello in baseball skit for the 
big reception of the show. Revue 
closes with Keen Twins and Vic 
and Lamarre, clever tumblers, who 
throw their stuff fast and smartly. 
All acts on again for swing finish bv 
Joe Lombardi conducting Loew’s 
orch. Harry Anger vroducer, with 
Leddy and Smith. Show opened at 
Springfield, Mass.. went to Boston 
and from here to Cleveland. 

‘The Sheik Stens Out’ (Rep) and 
Laurel and Hardy comedy, aa 

ane. 


Streamlined Revue 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 
Atlanta, Oct. 10. 


Loretta Grey can always be de- 
/pended upon for a good show. and 
|this one is no exception. She has 
| gathered capable performers and 
|} worked out a nice routine that moves 
|fast through 45 minutes of entertain- 
| ment. 

Miss Grey starts proceedings her- 
self by coming on in one for a bit of 
introductory small talk, traveler 
nartineg to reveal whole company on 
stase knockin? small balls attached 
io pgddtes hither and yon. She 
|ehoses all of them off except pretty 
| Ollie Heitz. varbed in crimson. who 
dnes a sneedv rhimba to ‘Lady in 
Red.’ with Mics Grey leading the 
erch. Heitz virl was crowned “Tiss 
Barth Amerier’ in contest held jin 
'Old Orchard. Me., in 1936, and is a 
looler. 
| Charlie Page and Del Allen. man 








slickster when it comes to nostril | 
} 


around | 


oke fast tap routine to ‘Christopher 
Columbus.’ Something novel is of- 
fered by petite June Page, baton 
swinger, who does four minutes of 
straight trickery. Wearing red, 
white, and blue outfit, she twirls the 
baton to medley of stirring marches. 
silver stick making a pretty picture 
in white spot. 


Jim Foley and Harry Mason, 
knockabout comedians and hand bal- 
ancers, do a so-so turn with Mason 
as understander. They get the laughs, 
but offer nothing new in their line. 
Loretta Grey, who in the meantime 
has been leading Joe Clauser’s 
Streamlined Collegians band and 
acting as emcee, then sings “Trouble 
Don’t Like Music’ and ‘Goona Goo’ 
and does a swift dance to ‘Gee But 
| You're Swell,’ mixing in a comedy 
bit with Johnny Reavis, trombonist, 
| for okay reception. 

Ollie Heitz irfps-back for an acro- 
batic waltz to ‘Beautiful Lady’ and 
is followed by Charlie Page, wio 
| does the whiskery lady ta*ing a bath 
gag, wnich is still good for laughs 
down this way, but slows up the 
|show. Del Allen then joins Page 
for a challenge dance to ‘Bugle Call 
Rag.’ They're followed by Paoli, tall 
Hawaiian youth, who sings a chorus 
‘Till the Real Thing Comes Along’ 
in front of mike and then goes into 
a fine tap dance to the same routine. 
He then dons a derby and gives his 
|}impression of Bill Robinson to ‘Do- 
ing the New Lowdown.’ Lad’s a 
dancing fool and made a big hit. He 
;encored with more tapping to ‘Sing. 
|Sing’ and audience wanted more, 
but he begged off. 





their 10-minute turn is 
crowd pleaser. They offer knock- 
about comedy, singing and dancing, 
with Bobby, in stagehand character. 
letting loose the floodgates of his 
Italiano dialect, of which most is 
wasted because there are few fol- 
lowers of Mussolini to be found 
among .the Cap’s customers. His 
Henry Armetta antics, however, are 
good for the laughs and his bursis 
of song from the popular operatic 
arias are a hit. Billy joined him in 
a duet. ‘Life Is a Song,’ using the 
p.a. system, which also pleases. Billy 
offers some creditable dancing and 
sings ‘Sing Me a Swing Song.’ 

Finale finds Loretta Grey trotting 
each act across the stage and lead- 
ing band in ‘White Heat’ as te 
traveler closes. Pic is ‘Super Sleuth’ 
| (RKO) and only half a house saw 
opening show, which is a bad open- 
ing for Cap. Combination of South- 
eastern Fair and ‘aseball fans tun- 
{ing in on the World Series was 
| blamed. Luch. 
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(Continued from page 54) 
could use a little more polish. Stuff's 
a trifle shaky. 

Bob Hall, next to closing, earns 
the runner-up palm. His ability to 
put current news and about every- 
thing else in rhyme hits the spot. 
Deftness in handling crowd, who 
furnish him with stuff to put in 
rhyme, is a valuable asset. 


Contortions offered by Frances and 
Carroll are among the best seen 
here in many moons. Duo turn in 
a round of nonsensical hoofing, etc., 
but it’s femme’s contortions that 
really clicks. Frank Conville, abet- 
ted by a beauteous blond, gets 
across with gags, hoofing and imp of 
Charlie Chaplin. Latter is minutely 
exact. Femme’s appearance is snappy 
and she does nicely in a round of 
patter with Conville. 

Eduard Werner’s overture, in tune 
with season, comprised a medley of 
famous college football songs. House 
almost jammed at late show Friday 
evening (8). On screen, “That Cer- 
tain Woman’ (RKO). Pete. 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


With the World’s Series in full 
tilt in N. Y. and first of the big foot- 
ball games played the first Satur- 
day in October, sports takes the 
play away from the Sino-Japanese 
warfare and the President's rather 
threatening Chicago speech against 
gangster nations. Smart Embassy 
editors sensed the trend, spotted the 
baseball classic as the lead-off news- 
reel topic and climaxed a_ well- 
rounded show with five’ gridion 
contests. Can’t blame ’em for sub- 
ordinating actual scenes from the 
Japanese-Chinese front, after seeing 
them. 














With Graham McNamee at the 
mike, Universal does the opening of 
| the world baseball title clash up 
| brown. Grabs the early crowds, folks 
in the stands and the long line of 
|celebs and LaGuardia tossing out 
the first one. Camera gets close- 
lups of leading players before the 
| game, the first and only Giant run, 
and then the procession of Yank 
| players cantering over the platter. 

Healthy footage was accorded by 
Metro ‘News of the Day’ on the 
| celebration for Chicago's lake d:ive 
| with Roosevelt's startling talk. Edi- 
; tors cut back from the speech to 
|show recent clins of bombed spots 
in China and old views of battle stuff 
in order to get away from monotony 
of watching one person talk. In this 
way, little of the sneech had tu be 
trimmed. ‘Jniversal handled jvs- 
tice Black’s radio talk by reproduc- 


Frances Berk is grade A categorv ‘and wife dance team, follow with an‘ing the ra}io explanation of his 


Bobby and Mae Carbone and son, | 
Billy occupy the closing spot, and | 
another | 


NEW ACTS 


HARRIET DE GOFF 
Singing 

12 Mins. 

Frolics, N. ¥. Hollywood Rest., N. Y. 

Bobby Short, pickaninny type, is In night club work on lesser as- 
a colored singer of hot songs for} signments for sometime now, includ- 
which he plays his own piano ac-|ing at the Paradise, Harriet DeGoff 
companiment. He may have the! seis out for major honors here as a 
makings for advancement but might| soloist. Her chances for attention 
have a better chance of climbing the | are fairly good. 
ladder by turning to different song Miss Ve Goff is not 100° on per- 
material. Is the kind of a colored! sonality and technique but sells her 
kid type who should be doing bal-| songs acceptably, backed by a voice 
lads or sweet melodies rather than a| that is good enough to mount nitery 
sirictly Harlemish torch. What he/|and perhaps picture house require- 
is singing here and his style of de-| ments. Probably not top star mate- 
livery makes it sound like he be-| rial, she may come fairly close as a 
| loners in a Harlem cellar cafe. Hej} pop songstress. Of the five numbers 
ij heats it all up with the pianoing,| she is doine here the best for her 
also. appears to b. the pop, “That’s Why 





BOBBY SHORT 
Singing, Piane 
7 Mins, 








i 


| In ‘You’re Not the Kind,’ ‘Gone| the Lady Is a Tramp.’ ‘You Can't 
| with the Wind’ and ‘Sin to Tell a} Have Everything’ is also wel! sold 
| Lie,’ most all the way he’s screaming Char. 


| the lyrics rather than singing. - — 

| , Char. GRANVILLE GAYE 

foun | Sineing 

| VIOLETTA and ROSITA |9 Mins. 

Singing | Hollywood Rest., N. Y. 

6 Mins. Jog A_ London-trained tenor formerly 

| Hollywood Rest., N. Y. i with bands, Granville Gaye has the 
Spanish song stylists and lookers | makings for notice on this side, and 

in a brace of songs suited to them, a| might bear observation by the pic- 

Hispanic soprano selection andj|ture scouts. He should screen well 

|‘Chiri Biri Bin.’ Sister team is|and for musicals is likely to turn 
equipped with good voices and a lot | out okay. 





|of personality. They hit a fairly| Gaye is doing four numbers here. 
high soprano scale. | three of them straight. the other in 
A hit here, Char. |naval uniform. He sells his wares 


—— | effectively and has a tenor of fair 


STANLEY MEEHAN |} range and sweetness. Char. 
Sinein —_———-- 
6 Mins,  pelainie and TURK 
Hollywood Rest., N. Y. Dancing 
Stanley Meehan, an Irish tenor | & Mine. 
| with a sweet, young voice, gets billed | Frelies, N.Y. } ‘ 
‘here as a radio tenor. He is a per-| Mixed combination { n comedy, 


sonable lad whose voice would be | novelty dancing plus some torching 
equally as acceptable on the stage as | bv the girl member, Routin ng and 
on floors or the air. ‘ style being considerably off the beat- 
Snotted around the new floor show | €” path, Jerry and Turk lend a fresh 
in here, Meehan gets across nicely | ote @s dancers. They do a snecialty 
| with ‘Am I in Love” a good number | that is something of a variation of 
|for him, and ‘Sounds in the Nicht,’ the old Bowery routine, m-n working 
written especially for the rroduc- | '2 brown suit and hat. The girl, a 
tion. Char. neppy half of the twain, adds 9 vocal 
tovch in singing ‘Black and Blue.’ 
Team should prove. sntisfactory 
along the nitery route, where their 








MANYA ROBERTI 


Pen wg work would fit, and for verdfilm 
; Mins. 7 dates. “har, 
Frolics, N. Y. 
Manya Roberti is a younger sister |, E AZORROS (2 
of Lyda Roberti, singing comedienne, | Dancing @) 
Lou Holtz’s erstwhile stage partner | § Mins. 
and now in pix. She is an attractive | Hollywood Rest., N. Y. 
personality on the sweet side and A modernistic ballroom adagio 


has a fairly resonant voice adavted | team which verforms with flash and 
principally to popular melodies. Miss | brilliance. Two numbers are being 
Roberti does not go in for comedy, | done here, both along very different 
being more the straight singing type. | lines. 

Playing the guitar, Miss Roberti is Azorros make a striking appear- 
doing a Russian swing song here.|/ance. The girl is an exotic type 
topped by ‘Building Up to an Awful | who takes her work very seriously. 
Letdown.” She sells both adequately | rreferring to put her shoulder to 
but dubious whether she can reach | the wheel without smiling or trying 
the importance as an entertair~r that |to be “lamorous. Act suits for nice 
Lyda has. Char. ture houses. Char. 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Oct. 10. 
Six-act stage bill on which little 
money or booking skill has been 
spent marks the fifth week of try- 
ing at this vaudfilm spot. Zella and 
Wilborn open with a mild hat jug- 











Klan membership, and spotting in 
views of typical listeners, 

Far East conflict boasted some 
dramatic bombing shots, with the 
cameramen obtaining an aerial view 
as ‘eggs’ dropped on objective. Fox 
Movietone and Metro both had this, 
specific portion of the bombing be- 
ing enough alike to be duplicates. 
However, ‘News of the Day’ also 
showed additional views of aerial | gling turn topped off by a rubber- 
strafing that were trim affairs.| kneed dance by the male half of the 
Paramount gave a concise picture of | team for finish. In the deuce spot, 
troops moving in, while Pathe had | Delores, female ventriloquist, and 
other movements, with action mate- | Leander, the dummy, inflict six pun- 
rial highlighted. Par also depicted | ishing minutes of comedy that fails 
the European sector with clips of | to come off. 

Hitler and Mussolini together in Paige and Jewett, man and woman 
Germany recently, and the strict | cyclists, are next with a series of 
patrol maintained on the French-| unicycle stunts lacking in veriety, 
Spanish border. — and are followed by Lydell and Lee. 

For the pigskin battles of the | Lydell, who did his old man char- 
previous Saturday, Universal's han-| acter in bigtime for years, hasn't 
dling of Columbia-Williams and | been around this way for a long 
Notre Dame-Drake, Pathe’s Cornell- | while and apparently has been in re- 
Colgate game and Paramount's rec- | tirement. His makeup and antics 
ord of Nebraska-Minnesota and | are still good, but he needs some bet- 
Army-Clemson were shown. There | ter material and a more experienced 
| was a maximum of stirring action in ‘straipht’ woman. 
these early-season tilts, especially Billed as the Arkansas Sod-busters 


the Cornhusker upset of the Go- : ; 
phers and the display of power in the ads and the lobby but intro 


: pe Oe ; duced on the mike by an offstage 
— he seaming’ aunties ) i voice as Ross Lewis and the Grant 
ing Columbia back that was a nifty. | Pimets. the next-to-closing act, is 
Clem McCarthy @i4 Pathe's. nar- | Op, owe meee BP eS mane Oc 
rating in his usual fashion. cordionist and three girls, harmony 

Paramount displayed editorial re- sineuich Me -~ nomnane Pay Ph roi 
sourcefulness in digging up old shots | UN7™UIsN rom nuncredcs Of omers 
of national events and personolities | Of its kind. Closing spot is occupied 
in the news 10 years ago. Same |PV th? Six Rajah Arabs. an ama- 
reel gave the labor situation by | teurish acrobatic troune. Dark brown 
erabbing speeches of Green and | POWCer, turbans, amber lighting ef- 
|Lewis. Particulary dull were the | fects, a few turnovers and hand- 
‘fashion offerings, one from Fox and | SPrings fail to hide the fact that the 
‘another from Pathe, despite pretty | boys are neither Arabians nor acro- 
models in both. bets. This act and the femme ven- 

In the comedy sector, Lew Lehr | triloquist were cancelled after onen- 
chipped in with defty-timed dialogue | 'n% day and a family act, the Four 
on two, both good for laughs. Svon- | Warners, was used as renlacement. 
taneous laughter resulted from a Picture is ‘Artists and Models’ 
|stray monkey perched on a cow in | (Per) in its third or fourth run and 














Illinois (U)._ Government tagging of | attendance was light Fridsv eve- 
s“Imon in Washington state ditto | ning (8). Kiley. 


(U). 

High spots in remainder of pro- 
‘ram were Masaryk funeral at 
| Prague (Par). giant cattle round- 
}up in Idaho (Pathe), procession for 
Austria’s chancellor (U). society 
horse show (Fox). chemical warfare 
in Maryland (Fox), Duke of Wind- 





Dancer’s Nudity Pinch 


San Antonio, Oct. 12 
Smiles and an umbrella weve not 
enou*h array in which to do her act 
in public, so Bexar Coun'y deputy 





l'eor and his duchess (Fox). fate of | sheriffs arrested Ruth Beasauca‘re, 
|J.eviathan (Par), launching of the !«necialty dancer in the Brosdway 
| Cruiser Nashville (U), and a Cali-|Tayvern, near Alamo Heig!‘:, Jost 
| fornia rodeo (Metro). week 

‘Along Romance Road.’ Mocic Car- | Sloe fer gave her address ss Hol- 
|net series (20th-Fox) and ‘Sirencer | or - pasa cog the 
Than Fiction’ (U) finished out the | !ywood. She was booked in county 
| nearly 60-minute program. Wear. jail on charges of indecent exposure 
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WPA Huddlers in a Fog Over 


Subscription Series, Other Plans 


Judging from the ideas emanating 
from ‘what shall we do’ huddles in 
the WPA theatre project in New 
York, indicate they’re still in a fog. 
One of the plans calls for a 36 week 
season during which four plays 
would be presented in the four bor- 
oughs. 

The scheme calls for a subscrip- 
tion system of ticket sale covering a 
nine week period in each borough. 
Tickets are 40 cents but patrons must 
buy for the four attractions. To date 
no subscriptions are reported having 
been sold, while deais for theatres 
are incomplete. Relief outfit wants 
the houses to guarantee at least $60 
per night, theatre end on the shar- 
ing being 10 cents per ticket. 

WPA recently announced that the 
scale would be raised to $1.10 for 
some attractions, first to have that 
top being ‘A Hero Is Born,’ Adelphi. 
Explanation was that the produc- 
tions ‘must be paid for’ out of box 
office receipts. How that was to be 
achieved unless the shows clicked 
was apparently not considered. In 
the case ‘Hero’ there is no chance 
to earn back even a fraction of the 
outlay, as shown by receipts which 
have been averaging around $46 
nightly. 

Cutting in the project is supposed 
to have included all departments but 
some appear to be still overstaffed. 
In the press department there are 96 
people, though the project has but 
three theatres under lease. 

To date the practice has been to 
play. legit performances in the eve- 
nings only in such houses. Under a 
new plan shows will give matinees 
on Saturday, dropping Monday 
nights and still remaining on a six 
times per week schedule. 





Current bid Shows 





Week of Oct. 10 


‘Amphytryon 38,’ (Lunt and Fon- 
tanne), Ford’s, Baltimore (13-16). 


‘Antony and Cleopatra’ (Tallulah 
Bankhead, Masonic Aude, Rochester, 
N. Y. (13); Erlanger, Buffalo (14-16). 


‘Behind Red Lights,’ Werba Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. ~ 


‘Between the Devil,’ Shubert, New 
Haven (14-16. 


‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn, Chicago. 
‘Brother Rat,’ Shubert, Newark. 
‘Doll’s House,’ Royal Alexandra, 


Toronto. 

‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ Colonial, 
Boston. 

‘Leaning on Letty’ (Charlotte 


Greenwood), Chestnut St., Philadel- 
phia. 
‘Madam Bovary,’ Nixon Pittsburgh. 


‘Passing of the Third Floor Back’ 
(Walter Hampden), Erlanger, Phila- 


delphia. ~ 
‘Room Service,’ Biltmore, Los An- 
geles. 


‘Room Service,’ Copley, Boston. 

‘Show Is On,’ Grand Opera House, 
Chicago. 

‘Stage Door,’ Bushnell Aude, Hart- 
ford (16). 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Hartman, Colum- 
bus, O. (11-13); Anderson, Anderson, 
Ind. (14); Roxy, Springfield, Ill. (15- 
16. 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ Curran, San Fran- 
cisco. 

‘Tovarich,’ Cass, Detroit. 

‘Tovarich,’ Bijou, Knoxville, Tenn., 
(11); Bijou, Chattanooga, Tenn. (12); 
Temple, Birmingham, Ala. (13); Ry- 
man Aude, Nashville, Tenn. (14); 
Aude, Memphis, Tenn, (15-16). 

‘Victoria Regina’ (Helen Hayes), 
Shubert, Boston. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Cox, 
Cincinnati. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ Har- 
ris, Chicago. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Plymouth, Boston. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Binghamton, Binghamton, N. Y. (11); 
Colonial, Elmira, N. Y. (12); Strand, 
Ithaca, N. Y. (13); Masonic Aude, 
Rochester, N. Y, (14-16). 

‘Women,’ Erlanger, Chicago, Il. 





Taledo Critics Play 
Toledo, Oct. 12. 
Toledo Repertoire Co. opened its 
fifth season here last night with ‘A 
Crown on the Hall Tree,’ by Allen 
Saunders, local drama critic. 





Shows sa Rehearsal! 





‘Four Cents a Word,’ Cheryl 
Crawford. 

‘Right This Way,’ Alice Alex- 
ander. 

‘Young Mr. 
Yokel. 

‘Many Mansions,’ Alexander 
Kirkland. 

‘Born in a Trunk,’ Jack Cur- 
tis. 

‘Julius Caesar,’ Mercury The- 
atre. 

‘The Manly Art,’ Group The- 
atre. 

‘Hooray fer What,’ Shuberts. 

‘Ghost of Yankee Doodle,’ 
Theatre Guild. 

‘Between the Devil,’ Shuberts. 

‘Stage Door’ (road), Sam H. 
Harris. 


Disraeli,’ Alex 











ROCHFORD HEADS CHI 
TREASURERS’ UNION 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 


At a meeting of the Treasurers’ 
Union this week, John Peter Stroth, 
former business agent, resigned and 
George T. Rochford was named to 
replace him. 

Rochford was one of the original 
officers of the old Treasurers’ Club, 
which was the nucleus of the Treas- 
urers’ Union. 








Pasadena Producing 
_ All the Bard’s Plays 


Pasadena, Oct. 12. 

Pasadena Community Playhouse, 
celebrating its 20th anniversary Nov. 
20, will observe the event by stag- 
ing five plays by Shakespeare, bring- 
ing the total number of Shakespeare 
plays produced by the Playhouse to 
37 





Outfit thus will become the first 
theatre in America to produce the 
entire roster of bard’s dramas. 





Yiddish 


(‘The Outlaw, Beitre’) 


Drama in two acts (6 scenes) by M. Kul- 
back. Presented by the Artef Players. 
Directed by Benno Schneider; settings by 
Mo: Solotaroff; music by Maurice Rauch; 
dances by Benjamin Zemach. At Artef 
theatre (Daly's), N. Y., Oct. 5, °37; $2.20 


top. 

Cast: M. Goldstein, A. Cohen, 8. Elsi- 
koff, H. Gendel, L. Freilich, S. Nagoshiner, 
M. Kirsh, I. Welchansky, M. Friedman, Ch, 
Brisman, D,. Opatoshu, H. Bender, A, Sand- 
riff, A. Hirshbein, 8. Silverberg, Amelia 
Badad, A. Horwitg, I. Levenstein, A. Sha- 





pico, M. Eisenberg, M. Schneiderman, I, 
Gotinsky, J. Dassin, Luba Rymer, Tina 
Todrina, Goldie Russler, S. Anisfeld, 5. 


Levine, Freda Low, C. Don, S. Kulman. 





This new Artef presentation pos- 
sesses enough eccentric humor to 
provide a fairly pleasant evening for 
Yiddish theatregoers. If it is the 
principal purpose of the group to 
employ their talents in presenting 
provocative plays dealing with 
class warfare, they have not alto- 
gether failed. The Kuiback play has 
a strain of class feudism, at least in 
the text as provided for the players 
by Chaver-Paver. , 

But it is a frail play, and the mix- 
ture of class feudism with religious 
rigor and outlaw love complicates 
and makes it even more shallow. 
Very likely the expert hand which 
wove humor into the show was Ben- 
no Schneider's. : 

Perhaps Artef had no choice and, 
anxious to get its season started, had 
no other play available. 

Not all of the acting is distin- 
guished, but in the main the Artef 
boys ‘and girls manage to give a dis- 
tinctive performance, rendering 
vigor to the weak play. 

The period in which the action 
takes place is that of long ago, when 
the communal ghettos of Europe had 
their communal leaders or Par- 
nassim. 

And the communal leader in the 
Kulback play is a rigid and rich in- 
dividual. The community must play 
the game by rules he and his stooges 
set up. That’s how an orphan lad 
like Boitre is driven into brigandage 
and he in turn, grown to manhood, 
pillages the community and organ- 
izes the tenant farmers into opposi- 
tion to the Parnassim. 

The communal leader’s daughter 
loves Boitre and the lad loves her, 
but the old boy demands that she 
wed another. Boitre comes dis- 
guised as a drummer to the nuptial 
feast and kidnaps the girl. But in 
the end retribution overtakes him 
and his bride, because she is killed 
by soldiers’ bullets who are seeking 
Boitre. 

Both the chap who plays Boitre 
and he who portrays the girl’s father 
are too rigid. 

The lad with the flute appears to 
be a youngster with propensities for 
comedy. Moi Solotaroff’s settings are 
distinctive and interesting. Shan. 





mitted today. 


with ‘Susan.’ 


be invited to the Chicago matinee. 


Murder.’ 


planned. 


was all but drawn from a hat. 


Cents.’ 








aside Stuf—Legit 


Political commentators, columnists, editorial men and journals of opinion 
will probably devote plenty of copy to discussing ‘I’d Rather Be Right,’ the 
new Cohan-Harris, Kaufman-Hart show, from the angle that the U. S. A. 
is the only country in the world where such a performance would be per- | 


Rule in London theatres is that ‘no monarch may be portrayed on the 
stage until a decent interval has passed.’ 
Chamberlain, whose most recent ruling of this type was in connection with 
Laurence Housman’s ‘Victoria’ which was temporarily stymied last year. 
While ordinarily a decent interval in England is understood to mean when 
all grandchildren have died. In the case of ‘Victoria’ the 100th anniversary 
of her accession to the throne was considered adequate. 
mitted to open there earlier this year. 


In France political satires are okay, but pseudonyms are customary. 


Decision is up to the Lord 


Show was per- 





‘Susan and God’ which opened at the Plymouth, N. Y., last week to 
distinctly promising chances, is a considerably better play than when it 
originally tried out in Philadelphia last spring. While there were several 
unfortunate breaks, John Golden, its producer, actually proved to be lucky 


Rachel Crothers, who wrote the play, revised the script and also staged 
‘Susan,’ she being credited with turning it from an in-betweener into a 
hit possibility. Had the show been scheduled to come to Broadway prior 
to the rewriting, its chance would have been doubtful. 


Show played but two weeks then as intended, Gertrude Lawrence sailing 
for the coronation. Problem of selecting a male lead arose in the sudden 
death of Osgood Perkins at the start of the Washington date recently, but 
the replacing player, Paul McGrath, filled the assignment ably. 





Satisfactory results followed the special matinee of ‘Victoria Regina’ 
played for the press in Boston recently and the stunt will be repeated in 
Chicago early in January. Two editorials anent the play appeared in Hub 
papers and eight others in New England dailies. 

Press in Illinois. Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin and lower Ontario will 





Muriel Hutchison again set for the Rowland Stebbins show, ‘Merely 
Originally cast for one of the leads in the show, she had to drop 
out because of Hollywood commitments. 
Baxter’s dropping out of the show permits her to step in as originally 
Rehearsals start this week (15). 


These are now off and Laura 





Name for the new John Cecil Holm play, dealing with a pulp mag writer, | 
Author had two titles, ‘Four Cents a Word’ | * 
and ‘The Personal Touch’ picked out. 
titled with the request that she choose the better name. 


She picked ‘Four 





Memorial services will be heM for the late Osgood Perkins Friday (15) |‘ 
afternoon at four o’clock at the Little Church Around the Corner, 
It will include vocal and organ music. 

Services were arranged at the request of the widow, non-professional. 
A five-year-old son also survives and expressed a desire to be present. 
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Plays on Broadway 





SUSAN AND GOD 


Comedy drama in three acts presented at 
the Plymouth Oct, by John Golden; 
written and staged by Rachel Crothers; 
Gertrude Lawrence starred; $3.30 top. 
Trene Burroughs.......see-ee+es Vera Allen 
Michael O’Hara.........:- Douglas Gilmore 


(By permission of Sam H. Harris) 
BOGS ci ciccisseceee sate €éos Bigelow Sayre 
Charlotte Marley..ccesseees Eleanor Audley 
Hutchins Stubbs...ccccsecsss:s Fred Leslie 
Leonora Stubbs....+.+++.+..HEdith Atwater 
Clyde Rochester.....-. Weiitict David Byrne 
Susan Trexel....ccceos: Gertrude Lawrence 
Maree Waenees «Kecccesbicase Paul McGrath 
Blossom Trexel......se+..-+.-Nanecy Kelly 


LGORMEIMG 2. ccccccccseeccas Katherine Deane 





The John Golden and Rachel 
Crothers manager-author team has 
scored a number of comedy successes 
and the chances are ‘Susan and God’ 
will be another, possibly of more 
moderate proportions. 


New work does not display Miss 
Crothers’ best sense of humor. Most 
of her plays were much more gay 
but in this instance the story is 
emphasized with the result that it 
affords a more quiet diversion than 
expected, finishing as a _ polished 
domestic drama. Theme is distinctly 
new although perhaps not exhilarat- 
ing. 

Susan is a woman whose home life 
has been interrupted either through 
her own flighty fault or that of her 
husband, Barrie, a dipssomaniac. He 
turned to booze because her affection 
had evaporated. Their adolescent 
daughter, Blossom has been at 
school and the custom was to have 
her at camp during vacations, since 
their house is closed, 


At the start Susan just back from 
England bounds into a house party 
and bubbles all over the place about 
a new idea of moral thought and a 
sort of religion. She chatters about 
God and goodness, in fact the play 
tosses the divinity around a bit too 
much. Susan has become rather a 
dangerous person to her friends be- 
cause in the new mood she interferes 
with their romances. 

Susan’s own situation then comes 
to the foreground and in the few 
months of summer, what she started 
with the others finds one friend 
leaving her husband, while another’s 
engagement is terminated. Barrie 
has cut out drinking, proposing that 
he and Susan try to make a go of it 
again, thereby giving their daughter 
parental attention. He promises to 
lay off the hard stuff and if he slips 
will consent to a divorce. 

Their summer with Blossom is one 
of contentment with the budding 
damsel a pleasant person to have 
around. Barrie has taken to golf, 
his companion being one of Susan’s 
girl friends. Jealousy creeps into 
Susan’s mind after a row with 
Barrie and he disappears with the 
other girl after going on a bender. 
But he was merely sleeping it off. 
Coming home he manfully states his 
case and is willing to go through 
with their agreement. It is then that 
Susan decides to cast away those 
ideas picked up in England, upon the 
realization that she has again fallen 
in love with her husband, whom she 
tells that God is right in the heart. 

Strength of performance is the 
asset that should draw audiences 
more than the story. Gertrude 
Lawrence enacts an intricate Susan, 
one who slightly on the pest side 
at the beginning but who comes 
through as a_ thoroughbred later. 
Miss Lawrence is one of the most 
versatile actresses that London ever 
sent to this side and her performance 
this time is towards the dramatic. 

Paul McGrath too made a corking 
showing as Barrie the husband. It 
is the part which Golden had diffi- 
cutly in casting, finally choosing 
Osgood Perkins who died after the 
Washington debut recently. Mc- 
Grath’s performance proves. the 
manager was lucky in having him in 
the cast. The others are suitable and 
fairly personable. Play has class 
settings. Ibee. 


TO QUITO AND BACK 


Theatre Guild production of Ben Hecht 
play in two acts. Starring Leslie Banks 
and Sylvia Sidney. Directed by Phillip 





Play was given to the typist un- | 


Moeller. Settings and costumes by Aline 
Bernstein. At Guild theatre, N. ¥., open- 
ing Oct. 6, '37; $3.30 top. 
Railway Official...... Joseph M. de Villard 
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Dr. Morodin, Minister of the Interior.. 
Swen eC bb Ewha ¥s0 05 Gd0NeKON Henry Levin 
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| At the end of the subscription lane 
; this one will turn into the ware- 
house. It’s a dull entertainment pri- 





marily, Apart from that it’s jumbled 
amd mixed up, combining isolated 
epigrams of deep-dyed cynicism 
with the faintly religious preach- 
ment of communism as the saviour 
of mankind. 


Ben Hecht forgot to bring his 
story together in the pleasures of 
developing—but not very clearly— 
certain personal opinions. The play 
has the makings of melodrama, but 
sprawls hopelessly in a bog of in- 
credibility. Its patched-up uncer- 
tainties opening night may perhaps 
be explained in part by numerous 
rewrites in the process of coming 
in from the road. 


Something of the headache that 
road tour must have been to all con- 
cerned could be detected in the tired 
and at times lifeless performances 
of the cast. Leslie Banks was stiff 
and unconvincing as an American 
author traveling in Ecuador and be- 
coming involved in a banana repub- 
lic revolution. This role is blurred 
in conception. It starts rather gaily 
and definitely conveys the impres- 
sion that he is pretending to be a 
radical simply for the convenience 
of getting across the land in the 
company of the disguised rebel 
leader. There is no convincing ex- 
planation of his subsequent conver- 
sion to whole-hearted revolution. He 
goes off at the end on a forlorn hope 
and des in the hills against terrific 
military odds. This sacrificial act is 
represented as dramatizing resist- 
ance for the benefit of future gen- 
erations of peons. 


It is a rather weary kind of rad- 
icalism that Hecht has written, and 
the play is anemic compared to the 
lusty plays written by leftwingers 
in the last year or two. It’s the 
tongue-in-cheek hokum, the Holly- 
wood tricks of melodramatic plot- 
ting, the dialog that doesn’t ring true 
at spots that loses the ‘serious’ mes- 
sage of the play. 

The leader of the rebellion is an- 
other blurred character He is first 
seen as a dirty and slightly bizarre 
comic figure and is identified as a 
former bandit. At all times his be- 
havior is dreamy and unreal. When 
he presently starts spouting about 
‘fascisti’ it doesn’t ring true. 

These contradictory central char- 
acters are as much to blame as the 
long-winded speeches for the failure 
of the play. Joseph Buloff tricks up 
the rebel role. But that’s all it is— 
mannerisms. 


Sylvia Sidney’s role comes out of 
the rewrites as a wooden toothpick. 
It is small, inconclusive and phoney. 
The most interesting character in the 
play never comes on stage. She is 
the wife that the author, eloping to 
Ecuador, refuses to even inform of 
his infidelity, much Iess seek a di- 
vorce from. 

Witty lines, many of them the 
stuff of which hits are ordinarily 
made, do not matter much against 
the general confusion. The cast is 
no doubt doing a much better job 
by now. Evelyn Varden and Walter 
Greaza had ‘comedy commentator’ 
roles in relation to the story. Miss 
Varden had the heavy lines, but lost 
some of the points on a ‘throw-away 
delivery’ that was over-successful at 
moments. Greaza manfully strug- 
gled to give reality to a part that 
had him constantly crossing to the 
whiskey decanter. 

Hollywood may salvage the melo- 
dramatic elements of the story and 
kick the propaganda out. It’s propa- 
ganda that lacks fundamental sin- 
cerity. It sounds like a hollow 
gesture of a tired gent a little con- 
fused in his undeniable personal 
brilliance and equally unmistakable 
affluence. Land. 


POLLOCK’S SHORT PLAYS 
FOR NEW 1-ACTER C0. 


Channing Pollock, who declared 
himself finished with the theatre 
and would stick to magazine writ- 
ing, has changed his mind. He has 
agreed to author two short plays for 
the Short Plays Theatre, slated to 
go into action later in season. He 
is currently filling some lecture 
dates, but is expected back at the 
end of the month. 

Short Plays sponsors are counting 
on securing a number of sketches 


from name authors, stories which 
they have not been able to string out 
into full length dramas. Pollock 
has promised to deliver two like 
that, one a drama and the other a 
farce. 








AGENT’S LEGIT FLYER 


Edythe Philips, who recently took 
over the Tarbell & Philips agency, 
plans to produce legit this season. 


First on the schedule is Le Roy 
Bailey’s meller, ‘Thanks for Tomor- 
row, with a cast of six. 
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Govt Invokes Double Stub Ducats 
As Sure Check on Ticket Sales 


All theatres and places of ad- 
mission where the ticket tax applies, 
are supposed to use tickets which 
carry the seat location on both ends, 
according to an amended regulation 
sent out by the Treasury Depart- 
ment. The legit houses are already 
using this type of ticket, purpose of 
which is to provide a method of 
checking the agencies. 


Government -people allege that the 
collector has not been paid the full 
tax as called for in the intricate ad- 
missions tax statute and after months 
of investigation, decided that if 
tickets sold by the brokers were 
traced, an accurate check-up might 
be made. Theatres will be required 
to give the locations of the allot- 
ments to the agencies and have been 
ordered to keep used ticket ends for 
three months. Inspectors will prob- 
ably examine the backs of tickets to 
see if they have been stamped by 
the agencies. 


New tickets are not easily handled 
by box office men although of the 
same size as heretofore. Because of 
the double end location the other 
printed matter has been reduced in 
size, price on the stubs being in 
much smaller type. Treasurers have 
been racking the new tickets with 
the wrong end showing and explain 
that if the pasteboards are made 
larger all new racks would be re- 
quired. Doormen too have placed 
the wrong ends in the ticket boxes. 


After the brokers were examined 
at tax headquarters in Parcel Post 
building, investigators turned their 
attention to box office men, claiming 
that gratuities from the agencies 
constituted an excess. A provision 
in the law calls for the government 
sharing in such coin 50-50 but the 
ticket sellers say any such money is 
in the guise of a service charge. 
Result of that end of the quizz has 
not been determined. 


Lee Shubert Has 257, 
Of Theatre Guild’s ‘Quito’ 


Lee Shubert is reported interested 
in ‘To Quito and Back,’ which the 
Theatre Guild presented last week at 
the Guild, N. Y. It is the first time 
for the Shuberts to be concerned 
managerially with the subscription 
group and the participation probably 
came about through a booking deal. 
Production is costly, Shubert end 
said to be 25%. Show was panned. 


Some seasons ago the Shuberts 
and the Guild battled over out of 
town bookings but the differences 
were ironed out after the formation 
of the United Booking Office. More 
recently the Guild has used Shubert 
houses on Broadway when its own 
theatre was occupied., Former is 
known to secure unusual sharing 
terms. Two offices have also had 
contacts on the road because of the 
Guild’s out of town subscriptions. 
They work together through the 
American Theatre Society. 


Not the first time for the Guild to 
have others interested in its produc- 
tions. ‘Idiot’s Delight’ was done in 
association with John C. Wilson, 
who is associated managerially with 
Noel Coward and the Lunts, who 
are in the Coward group. Similar 
set-up probably applied to ‘The 
Taming of the Shrew’ and the com- 
ing ‘Amphitryon 38,’ in which the 
Lunts are to appear. 

Ben Hecht authored ‘Quito’ and 
in literati circles it is stated the 
drama is autobiographical. That may 
be one reason why he refused to cut 
the speeches, the length of which 
being one reason why the show was 
socked by the critics. 











HERZOFF PLAY FOR WPA 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 
Negotiations are going on between 
Archie Herzoff and the Federal the- 
atre. for a WPA production of play 
Herzofft has written. 
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‘be called for a second 





Angel on Broadway 





Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Heather Angel will move into the 
femme lead in ‘Love of Women,’ 
Broadway play to be produced by 
Milton Shubert. 


This will be her first stage ap- 
pearance in this country. 

Shubert meantime is going to 
learn film production on the Warner 
lot. 


CHORUS EQUITY MEET 
NOW SET FOR OCT. 29 


Meeting of Chorus Equity, which 
was cancelled when a quorum failed 
to attend recently, is again sched- 
uled and dated for the Center hotel, 
N. Y., on Oct. 29. There are over 
750 paid up members in the organi- 
zation, but only 22 were on hand. 
Claimed that some of the absentees 
were kept away by rehearsals, but 
most of the latter have not paid dues 
for some time and would not have 
been eligible to vote. 


There is a group in the chorus 
branch which opposes the adminis- 
tration just as there is within Equity. 
A petition asking that the meeting 
time was 
promptly filed, but the intentions of 
the opposition are not set forth. 


COMMITTEE MULLING 
LOUNGE FOR TYROS 


Establishment of a green room 
for young players who are not club 
members has been proposed by 
Brock Pemberton and a committee 
named to select a spot is expected 
to report soon. Pointed out that 
hundreds of ambitious youngsters 
seeking stage engagements come to 
Times Square usually from suburban 
points and they have no regular 
place to rest while making the 
rounds. 


A Broadway drug store has been 
a sort of meeting place for the 
young pros and the soda fountain 
often thronged with them. Known 
that as many as 1,500 drinks of Coca 
Cola have been sold in this shop in 
one day, mostly consumed by the 
players, the kids buying the juice 
in order to have the privilege of 
sitting down. 

A central location is being looked 
over for the proposed green room, 
admission to which probably will be 
gratis. Pemberton, along with Ken- 
neth McKenna also of the com- 
mittee, figure that the expense of 
conducting the place should be de- 
frayed by coin made the soft drink 
and sandwich concession. 

















Opera Stymied by Union; 
Gallo May Try Legit 





Having delayed the tour of the 
San Carlo Opera Co. because of 
union matters, Fortune Gallo is in- 
terested in a straight play which 
may be presented by another man- 
ager. Piece is a comedy called 
‘Meet the Maestro,’ based on short 
stories by the late Montague Glass 
which appeared in the Saturday 
Evening Post. Adaptation was done 
by Leonard Liebling, former music 
critic of the American, N. Y., who 
is now editor of the Musical Cour- 
ier. 

Tour of Gallo’s opera outfit has 
been curtailed and will not reach 
the road until December. Bookings 


were set back when the scale for the | 


chorus was raised from $52 to $64, 
plus $2 additional for expenses. 
Such ensembles are members of the 


Author is top man in Balaban & | Grand Opera Chorus Alliance, which 


Katz press department. 


is affiliated with the Four A's. 


MGRS, PAYING 





Not Taking So Much Advan- 


tage of Equity Minimcm 


Contracts Set Thus Far 
List Lower Bracket Sal- 
| aries— Managers Taking 


| Off Rubberbands 


| 
: —Only 57 Out of 244'| 
| 


Now 





BRIGHT SEASON 


is definitely up this season as shown | 
by an analysis of contracts. Check-| 
up was 
managers are seeking a preponder- 
ance of minimum 
and was found not to be the case. 


244 contracts signed for 13 com- 
in rehearsal. Count showed that 
only 57 minimum salaries signed for, 
including 13 juniors. There are con- 


recorded. Tabulation of 


in the legit code under the NRA. 
Previously Equity had avoided set- 
ting the figure of $40, with $25 for 
juniors, but adopted the minimums 
when the code went out. Argument 
against that move was that managers 
might lean towards using minimum 
priced people. That may have been 
so for a time, but that trend appears 
to be passing. 

Same objection was made over 
pay for rehearsals, 
agers frankly stating they would 
slice salaries to equalize such dis- 
bursements. Indications are that such 
deductions have been applied but 
Equity has found a solution, There 
has been talk for some time about 
raising the minimums and eliminat- 
ing the junior salary figure. That 
| issue may be acted on during the 
season. 


Whit Kane in Mich. 


Ann Arbor, Oct. 12. 
Whitford Kane finally got here. 





repertory season, but held east be- 
cause of extended ‘Excursion’ run, 
Kane arrived today with the rights 
for ‘Excursion’s’ first opening west 
of Broadway. Besides directing and 
playing in his original role of Capt. 
Obadiah Rich, Kane will lecture at 
regular Play Production classes in 
University of Mich. 

‘Excursion’ will play week of Oct. 
25 at Lydia Mendelssohn theatre. 
Student actors will complete cast, 
under general supervision of Valen- 
tine B. Windt, Play Pro.’s faculty 
director. 

Kane signed for ‘Robin Landing’ 
upon return to New York, Nov. 1. 





BETTER MOKEY 


The trend in legit players’ salaries | 


made to discern whether | fit of my services.’ 


First week of October there were 


panies which are being prepared or 


siderably more intermediate salaries 
salaries 
starting with the highest contracted 


Minimum salaries were first fixed | 


with some man- | 


Scheduled to appear during summer | 
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Chicago, Oct. 12. 
American Theatre Society has sig- 
| natured to use the Studebaker for 
first of its season’s subscription plays. 
‘Yes, My 
which comes in 


| Initial offering will be 
Darling Daughter,’ 
on Nov. 1, 





| 


ALVORD WALKS ON ROSE 
| TO ADVANCE ‘FOLLIES’ « 


Ned Alvord has walked out on 
| Billy Rose, and, as he put it, the 
Shuberts are now ‘getting the bene- 
Understood his 
| first assignment will be in advance 


salaried people | of the ‘Follies,’ due on the road next 


| week. Alvord joined Rose to bally- 
hoo ‘Jumbo’ and continued with the 
outfit when the showman staged 
Forth Worth enterprises. He aston- 
ished the Texans by sporting a cut- 


away seersucker suit but retained 
the high starch collar. 
Rose is readying “The Show of 


Shows’ in Texas, Alvord having done 











figure and the number of players en- the preliminary work, including 
gaged on each level: |some extravagantly worded and 
, Number | Vari-colored paper. There will be 
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An Equity group in WPA occu- 
pied most of the meeting protesting 
the disciplinary resolution of the 
council after they disobeyed instruc- 
tions by participating in a one-day 
strike in the Federal Relief theatre. 
The appeal which was successful! fol- 
lowed a sudden move by members 
critical of the administration, who 
gave but two days’ notice of the in- 
tention. 


It was the first instance of an ap- 
peal from council action, but Equity 
leaders decided not to get their fin- 
gers burned again. WPAers involved 
were not actually penalized since 
fines imposed were suspended. They 
did not care to have their member- 
ship records smirched, however, in 
the event of possible penalties in the 
future. 





unworried by the setback, made pos- 
sible when a number of its sup- 
porters walked out of the meeting. 
| Stated at the time that had the ap- 
| peal been defeated, the objectors 
| might have embarrassed the admin- 
istration by means of legal action. 








Judy Starr’s Musical 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 

Judy Starr has been signed by 
Shuberts for next ‘Ziegfeld Follies.’ 
| Show goes into rehearsal next month 
and it’ll be her first legit. 

Starting in hotel at Virginia Beach, 
Va., at $13 a week, with room and 
board, Miss Starr has climbed into 
| $650 weekly class. Rudy Vallee gave 
|her the biggest boost of all on his 





|air show. Her sister, Patricia Nor- 
man, is featured vocalist with Eddy 
Duchin. 


The administration professed to be | 


NYTPA Still Stymied by Union, 
But Adamant on $100-$150 Scale 


ATS. Leases Studebaker | 


The New York Theatrical Press 
| Agents huddled last Thursday (7), 
|}but the matter of electing a successor 
|to the late Ray Henderson did not 
Elise Chis 
dent currently heads the association, 
re it is indicated that the p.a.’s pre- 
fer not to have 
| Principally 


| arise, Sholm as vice-presi- 


a woman 
because of the  pre- 
ponderance of males in the NYTPA. 

Situation in regards to the N. Y. 
| agents and the unionized Theatrical 


Managers, Ag 


leader, 


Treasurers 
that 


ents and 
| has again changed Statement 
;the NYTPA could have autonomy 
was withdrawn, and if joining the 
union they must do so as individuals. 
That presents a new problem to the 
Broadway p.a.’s, who realize they 
would be out-voted, because the 
union has 500 members, or nearly 10 
times the number in NYTPA. How- 
ever, the latter has made little prog- 
ress in getting the managers to sig- 
nature their contract despite early 
favorable indications. 

The two groups are essentially at 
odds over p.a.’s handling more than 
one attraction. Union stands for one 
man for one job, whereas some of 
the leaders in the N\ TPA are hold- 
ing down several jobs. 

There is a material percentage of 
p.a.’s in the Broadway group who 
have not connected with shows this 
season, but it is declared that if there 
is any dissatisfaction because other 
members have two or three jobs, 
such sentiment has not been voiced 
at the meetings. At last week’s ses- 
sion one or two members stated they 
had refused $75 per week. NYTPA’s 
principal aim is to establish a $1060 
minimum, with $150 the low for ex- 
clusive services. 

NYTPA during its ssion voted 
aye to the proposal of establishing a 
memorial for Henderson. Suggested 
that an award in his name be made 
annually to the p.a. who accom- 
plishes the outstanding work of the 
season. Award will probably be in 
the form of.a plaque. 


Dick Maney has succeeded Hen- 
derson as p.a. for Guthrie McClintic 
and is currently handling ‘The Star 
Wagon.’ Deal is not for exclusive 
services. 


Payees-Food Donors 
50-50 at Barter’s 
‘Macbeth’ Revival 


For the second year Robert Porter- 
field’s troupe of Barter Theatre 
players brought one of their produc- 
tions from Abingdon, Va., for a 
single performance at the Heckscher 
Theatre, N. Y., last Sunday (10) 
night. Show was ‘Macbeth’ and 
topped by a number of standees the 
750 capacity of the house. Others 
were turned away. 














Admission was 40c or its equiva- 
lent in merchandise, standard price 
during the Barter’s summer season 
at Abingdon. Cash payees and mer- 
chandise-toters were divided about 
50-50. However, the latter for the 
most part appeared to have brought 
food, ete., mostly as a gag for the 
novelty. Articles presented included 
a live goat, a live goose, hams, sugar, 
coffee. canned goods, ete. Perish- 
ables were turned over to members 
of the company, canned goods being 
kept to add to the theatre’s stores 
next season. 





Audience was composed largely of 
the Broadway mob. Porterfield made 
an introductory spiel prior to the 
performance and the show received 


a good response at the final curtain. 

Production, which was not am- 
bitious, used rather simple sets, 
drapes and effective lighting. Was 
in four acts and 20 scenes; staged 
by Alan Williams and the cast ine 
cluded Margaret Wycherly, John 





Cromwell, Hugh Fettis and Barbara 
Correll first two as name guesters. 
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LEGIT—CONCERT 


Wednesday, October 13, 1937 








ow York Concert 


Biz Very Nice 


As Season Gets Into Stride 





Concert season in New York 
hopped off to a punchy start last 
week with a trio of recitals at Town 
Hall. Strongest draw was Walter 
Gieseking, pianist, due to his estab- 
lished rep and because the affair 
was held Sunday night. Other name 
recitalists were Roland 
Negro tenor, and Virginia Rea, so- 
prano from radio, singing her first 
platform appearance in about 10 
rears. 

? Alfredo Salmaggi’s | Hippodrome 
Opera Co., continuing its concurrent 
performance at the Hipp, N. Y.. and 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music, 
also played to nice grosses. Weather 
was figured a help. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Virginia Rae, Town Hall, Thurs- 
day (7), $2.50 top. Amazingly heavy 
draw for this broadcaster who's un- 
known to eoncert. Little paper and 
the sross was $1,150, fine for a ‘first. 
Reviews were okay. 


Roland Hayes, Town Hall, Satur- | 


day (9), $2.50 top. Only empty 
seats were downstairs for this name 


sinter. Event sponsored by the 
Southern Negro Youth Congress. 
Estimated at $2,100. 

Walter Giesek'ns, Town Hall. 
Sunday (10), $2.50 top. Pianist was 
a virtual sellout. spotted emoty 


seats and press list pulling it just 
urder the $3,000 mark. 

Hinpodrome Opera Co., Hipp, N. 
Y.. 998c top. Fizures bounced this 
wl to about $2.700 for Fridav (8), 
$3.100 Saturday (9) and $2,900 Sun- 
day. At the Academy of Music, 
Brooklyn, $1.200 went into the 
wicket Saturday (9) and $1,400 Sun- 
day. 


GREEK CONDUCTOR 
FOR MINNEAPOLIS 


Minneapolis, Oct. 12. 
Ten artists have been signed for 
appearances with the Minneapolis 
Symphony orchestra the coming sea- 
son. Opening concert, with Dimitri 
Mitropoulous of Athens, Greece, the 
new permanent conductor, succeed- 


ing Eugene Ormondy, will be Nov. 12. 

There will be 16 Friday night and 
15 Sunday ‘pop’ concerts, a series of 
school student concerts, a concert for 
the University of Minnesota students 
and faculty and three or four down- 
town ‘pop’ night concerts. 








Touring artists will be Rudolph 


Hayes, | 





NEW GROUP TO OPPOSE 
THE BALLET RUSSE 


Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo will 
| have opposition next season from 
a new group headed by Massine, 
choreographer of Col. de Basil’s out- 
fit. Massine’s disaffection caused 
some surprise since he has been 
drawing down a salary of $900 week- 
ly. New group is corporately 
ealled the World Art, Inc., which 
has already opened offices and fig- 
ures on starting operations after the 
first of the year. 

Connected with the new group are 
Sir Guy Denbom, Robert Blum, a 
brother of former Premier Leon 
Blum, of France, and a Mrs. .Good- 
speed, wealthy Chicagoan. 

Ballet Russe which opens at the 
Metropolitan Oct. 22 for a 12-day 
date, is presented by S. Hurok. 
There are 85 people in the com- 
pany, whieh has been routed. for 
35 weeks. Understood that Hurok’s 
end has been slim because of the 
heavy overhead. 

Negotiations are currently being 
carried on between World Art, Inc., 
which will sponsor a ballet tour by 
a new group in the United States 
in 1938, and Leonide Massine. No 


deal has been closed as yet. Under- 
stood that that group will have at 
least $150,000 underwritten by 
patrons. 

World Art is headed up by Julius 
Fleischmann, yeast manufacturer, 
with Sergei J. Denham, vice-pres- 
ident. Backers in addition to 
Fleischmann will probably include 
Mrs. Otto Kahn, Harold McCormick 
and Mrs. C. B. Goodspeed. 











Hageman’s Carnegie Date 





Hollywood, Oct. 12. 





Frisco Opera on NBC 


San Francisco, Oct. 12. 

Five broadcasts of portions of San 
Francisco Opera Company perform- 
ances starting Friday (15) will be 
aired exclusively over NBC nation- 
wide networks. Four of the pickups 
will be for 60 minutes, the fifth for 
75 minutes, 

Broadcasts will consist of portions 
of ‘Aida,’ Oct. 15, over the red web; 
‘Faust’ Oct. 23, on the blue; ‘La 
Traviata’ Oct. 30, also on the blue; 
‘Lohengrin’ Nov. 5, on the red, and 
‘Manon’ Novy. 10, on the blue. Open- 
ing night airing (15) will also in- 
clude interviews 
description of audience. 


AUSSIE BEST 

















Dr. Richard Hageman, Metropol- 
itan opera conductor; is due in New 
York tomorrow to direct the Wag- 


Melbourne, Sept. 30. 
Biz in the concert field has been 
good over the past season for the 


Australian Broadcasting Commission | 


j}and Williamson-Tait. It’s predicted 
with the importation of more fa- 
mous stars of the concert platform. 
Madame Lotte Lehmann probably 
|returned the most for the A. B. C., 
{and Tito Schipa is reported as turn- 
ing in a heavy gross for W-T. Rubin- 
stein is the current big pull for the 
A. B. C., but the Comedy Harmonists 
proved a hit surprise for the same 
management. 

Next year W-T will have Kirsten 
Flagstad, Lawrence Tibbett and prob- 
ably a return season by Richard 
Crooks. 

George Schneevoight has done well 
for the A. B. C. with orchestral con- 
certs, and further important conduc- 
tors will be imported from time to 
time. 

All in all, the concert season has 
been a socko one for everybody— 
including the tax collectors. 








Hammond’s Germani Tour 


Hammond Organ Co. has imported 
Italian organist Fernando Germani 
for country-wide tour to plug the 
company’s instrument. Effort is 
being made to introduce the organ 
as a concert instrument. .-Germani 
has been booked for a tour of halls 
in key. cities where recitals play. 
Hammond is guaranteeing each spot 





of operagoers and | 


CONCERT TAKE 


that next year should be even better | 





Serkin, Richard Tauber, Monte Carlo 
Ballet Russe, Erika Morini, Arthur 
Rubenstein, Marian Anderson, Jascha 
Heifetz, _Lauritz Melchoir, Helen 
Trauble and Emmanuel List. 
Mitropoulous, still in Greece, will 
not take the orchestra’s helm until 





Jan. 10, guest conductors appearing | 


in the meanwhile. 





PHILLY SYMPH’S $1,000 
Philadelphia, Oct. 12. 

Philly orch had $1,000. dropped 
into its coin sack last Thurs- 
day (7) by the will of Mrs, Emma 
Schumann, musicians’ angel, who 
died here Sept. 27, leaving $209,- 
000. She directed the grand go to 
the symph to buy tickets to concerts 
for students otherwise unable to ob- 
tain them. 

Gift made in memory of her 
father, Gustav Schubert, member of 





the Symphony Orchestra, predeces- 
sor to Philly’s present symphors. 


er ee 


|. MILLER’ 












THE COMPACT 2-IN-1 BAG 


We named it that because it's 
Miller, 


thanks to a Wellesley senior, and / 


a fashion started by |. 


all the college girls love it. It 
holds much and the sizable 
change-purse can be carried sep- 
arately. Fall costume colors 
in sturdy Bucko, will not rub, 


OPEN THURSDAY 





450 FIFTH AVE. * 49 W. 34th ST. » 1552 BROADWAY 


nerian Festival Singers in Carnegie 
Hall, 


Dr. Hageman will accompany the 
Wagnerian troupe on its American 
tour, returning to the Coast about 
the middle of December to resume 
film work. 


and admish will be charged. 

Tour begins on Nov. 10 at Sym- 
phony Hall, Boston. J; Walter 
Thompson. agency, which handles 
Hammond, is doing the publicity, 
which will break next week. 











JOOS BALLET 


(LYRIC, BALTO.) 


; Baltimore, Oct. 9. 

Opening their current American 
tour at the Lyric, the Joos Ballet, 
with added repertoire and personnel, 
repeated its triumph of last season 
and seems definitely headed for top- 
flight rating among similar organi- 
zations presenting this increasingly 
popular art form. Well-knit and ex- 
pertly-trained ensemble, this group 
features no names, striving instead 


Terper Teaching Abroad 


Hawkinsville, Ga., Oct. 12. 

Mattic Claud Lancaster, of here, 
professionally Jacqueline Dorminy, 
will teach dancing in Germany next 
summer. Terper maintains studios 
in Winston-Salem, N. C., and is an 
ex-pres of Dancing Masters of N. C. 
and has held office in Dancing Mas- 
ters of America. 

She was appointed by Secretary 
of State Cordeil Hull to represent 
U. S. at world-wide convention of 
Dancing Masters held in England 
last year. 


achieving a drama of movement and 
co-ordinated power always effective 
and thrilling in climax. 

_To the accompaniment of two 
pianos, the Joos dancers presented 
here four ballets ranging in mood 
from the simple and oft comic pres- 
entation of a folk tale to a telling: 
and strikingly dramatic interpreta- 
tion of present-day economic stress. 

Opening with ‘The Seven Heroes,’ 
an impression of the fairy-tale by 
the Brothers Grimm, skillfully pro- 
jected in serio-comic dance form 
and posture, the group follows with 
Pavane,’ a rigid interpretation of 
the stiff formalities and ceremonial 
ynomp of the old Spanish Court. ‘A 
Ball in Old Vienna,’ repeated from 
last year’s repertoire next and a de- 
lightfully rhythmic change of pace 
and effect. 

Closing number, ‘The Mirror.’ se- 
quel to ‘The Green Table,’ last year's 
dance conception of the Lézgue of 
Nations at work, presents a vivid 
and literate interpretation of the 
class struggle arising from the con- 
fusion of post war economic stress 
and as such tells a story as clear and 
effective as the spoken word. 

Choreography by Kurt Joos, is ex- 
|nert and original throughout. Cos- 
; tumes, all in artistic proportion, are 
|eredited to Hein Hechroth, Sigurd 
“Leeder and Aino Siimola. Lighting 
. effective. Musical accomvaniment 


































.. *2n and John Colman. Tour is un- 
_.~ the direction of Metronolitan 
,«"sical Bureau, a tie-un with the 
| concert booking set-up of CBS. 

, Burm. 


Tikit 9 O'CLOCK 


for a compact and mass effect. thus | 


= shared by Fritz Cohen. F. Wald- | 


——— 


Plays Out of Town 





I’D RATHER BE RIGHT 


Boston, Oct. 11. 


Musical cmedy in two acts by George §S. 
Kaufman and-Moss Hart, presented by Sam 
H, Harris, staged by Mr. Kaufman; gongs, 
Richard Rodgers and Lorentz Hart; set- 
tings, Albert Johnson; costumes, Irene 
Sharaff; dances, Charles Weidman; light- 
ing, Feder. At Colonial, Boston, Oct. 11, 
"37; $3.85 top. 

PeREY JONES... ccccccccscescess Joy Hodges 
Phil Barker..,.............Austin Marshall 
The President of the United States...... 
George M. Cohan 
Flim Secvetary. ig cccccescedoes Ralph Glover 
The Postmaster General........ Paul Parks 
The Secretary of the Treasury.......... 
Taylor Holmes 
The Secretary of State....... Marion Green 
The Secretary of Labor....Bijou Fernandez 
The Secretary of the Navy...David Allman 
The Secretary of Agriculture..Robert Bleck 
The Secretary of War.........+s Jack Mills 
The Secretary of the Interior..........- 
Charles McLoughlin 


The Attorney-General......... Robert Less 
The Chief Justice. ....c.cceeeeed John Cherry 
James B. Maxwell........-. ...Florenz Ames 


The Munitions Manufacturer........+-. 
| Joseph Macaulay 
The President's Mother. Marie Louise Dyna 


i Ech dcccees téceesaeus pees Joseph Allen 
Federal Theatre Director..Josenh Macaulay 
“sds op SERRE Pe ere Cee Evelyn Mills 
VONGIO sc ish SaV dec was aess sees Warren Mills 
TONG ccsocisivececsedeccseceeces Louis Tanno 
Ms 6h doanse000ucden soeknseeesed inseanee Joe 
The Acrobats.....4 Jack Reynolds, Sol Black 





They’ve got something here, but 
i|they will have to rewrite parts of 
‘I'd Rather Be Right’ during the two- 
week tryout here or it will enjoy 
no more than a so-so run on Broad- 
way. The crew that turned out ‘Of 
Thee I Sing’ take another whack at 
the White House and all the lads: 
but they fall short of their own ex- 
cellent standard in the edition un- 
veiled tonight. 

Expectancy ran high in the audi- 
ence which was giggling even at the 
program before the curtain, and they 
anticipated a much more biting lam- 
noon of the New Deal than they 
heard from the lips of George M. 
Cohan and his surrounding company, 
representing the cabinet, Supreme 
Court, Roosevelt’s mother, et al. 
This is not to say that hilarious gags 
and belly laughs are lacking. There 
are many, and they come in bunches. 
Best of these is a multi-versed lyric 
ealled ‘Off the Record,’ suavely sold 
by Cohan. But between these high 
spots there are slumps, and many 
hot shots that fizzle in the ears of a 
shock-hungry audience. 

The book is bright and on paper 
the idea is swell. Two young lovers 
(Hodges and Marshall) dare not get 
married because of the unbalanced 
national budget. Young man dreams 
and meets Roosevelt in the park, 
and the trio set out to correct this 
dilemma. Roosevelt calls for his 
cabinet and they figure out a fed- 
eral pickpocket as a new means 
of snaring added taxes, but this is 
dismissed, 

Roosevelt’s fireside radio chat 
(with fireside prop) to women, urg-, 
ing them to turn over for a year all 
their cosmetic money to the treas- 
ury, flops; so does the plan to open up 
the gold deposit in Fort Knox (Wali 
street panics when the door begins 
to open) and even a White House 
broadcast, using cabinet talent, with 
Roosevelt giving the commercial, 
doesn’t jell. They never do bal- 
ance the thing, but the optimistic 
President -remains cheery and final- 
ly advises his young friends to 
marry, anyway. 


Actually, the cabinet and Supreme 
Court get a worse pasting than the 
President, although such lines as 
‘Cordell, take a law’ satisfy the $3.30 
crowd, 


The Federal Theatre gets some 


swift pokes, so does the Wagner act, 
Mother Roosevelt, WPA. and the 








family tieup with DuPont and 
Hearst. The nine old men keep pop- 
j}ping up from behind bushes and 


chorus ‘Oh No’ to each new pro- 
posal. In a softening speech in the 
finale Cohan declares it’s a great 
country because we are free to poke 
fun at the President. 


Lyrics are brighter than the tunes, 
and ‘Have You Met Miss Jones?’ 
sounds like the only winner. Chore- 
ography is fair, a single park set is 
adequate, lighting excellent. 

Even though Cohan only vaguely 
resembles Roosevelt, he clicks, as 
usual, with the Boston customers. 

Fox. 


ANGEL ISLAND 


Baltimore, Oct. 11. 
Comedy mystery in three acts by Bernie 
Angus; presented and directed by Ceorge 
Abbott; settings by John Root; at Mary- 
land theatre, Baltimore, Oct. 11, ‘37, $2.20 
top. 








CGR. GPRS cc ct cccvecesoes Lea Ponman 
PEED Ser eatsevecoendesececenns Detty Field 
B® - AITRANGOE 6.604 06 bv 65008 Carroll Ashburn 
i: SP Prwrerrrrrrrrrrtr TT Eric Wollencot; 
Sylvia Jordan....cccce ecceced Arlene Francis 
John Kavanaugh..... Ceececs Cylde Fillmore 
Sidney Powell... .cecccessed Morgan Conway) 
LACT POWER. sobs cecer0ees Edith Van Cleve 
Aimee Lattimer.....csesssues Maidel Turner 
Marco Elwood.....eese.s.++++-Nigel Blake 
Arlene Richfleld..cccoccccee Louise Larabee 
RIO TCR os 00 ns es ctesee David Hoffman 
TEtE ss 46 600020000606 «--Thomas H, Grahan 
FP PFE Pe eT eeT eT TTT rT Te Alma Dickson 
| Gail Marsn.....cccccccsccsscccens Joyce Arling 
PON WO kes vba séacicees Clayton Collyer 
ONG s.6.5'¥.5-05 604060 0600b 0406s Doro Merande 

There’s a weird old house on a 


lonely island, people are killed, 


| Pearls and jewels are bruited about | 
and everybody but the real killer is | 


suspected. It’s a mystery 
from the word go—but staged by 





George Abbott and given his deft 
touch, ‘Angel Island’ emerges an en- 
tertaining and always interest com- 
pelling three acts of good old time 
theatre. Whether it is of the stuff 
required by a Broadway hit, is a 
matter to be determined by further 
doctoring and added twists of orig- 
inality and plot. 

As presented here opening night, 
this new play by Bernie Angus has 
in it some characterizations of comic 
worth, an unoriginal story and series 
of situations and some fairly spright- 
ly dialogue. Abbott may make of it 
an entertaining creeper. 

The story revolves about an old 
house on a lonely island purchased 
by Leo and Carma Grainger to 
which they invite an assortment of 
friends more or less interested in a 
forthcoming deal vital to the ma- 
terial future of all those present. The 
intimacies and behind closed door 
intrigues plus the usual assortment 
of hired help, all lend material aid 
to puzzling and mystifying situa- 
tions constantly unfolding and re- 
sulting in inevitable mystery. Tales 
of buried treasure and a general let- 
ting down of the hair brought on 
by the possibility of possessing it, 
lead from one baffling situation to 
another and finally end with the cap- 
ture of the real guy ‘who-done-it’ 
and a satisfactory last act curtain. 

Abbott’s. company is competent 
and especially good in ensemble, 
Standouts may be credited to Betty 
Field and Doro Merande as a couple 
of contrastingly sex-blessed house 
maids; Joyce Arling and Clayton 
Collyer, holding up the romantic end 
and Arline Francis and Nigel Blake 
as a couple of cheaters. John Root’s 
sets, built on a revolving stage, are 
in good taste. 

With treatment on the comic side 
and the mystery angle secondary, 
‘Angel Island’ might be wrought 
into a playworthy material fit for 
Broadway. Burm. 


MADAME BOVARY 


Washington, Oct. 9. 
Drama in three acts (16 scenes), adapted 
in English by Benn W. Lévy from Gaston 
Baty’s dramatization of Gustave Flaubert 
novel; presented by Theater Guild; directed 
by Benn W. Levy; settings and costumes 
designed by Lee Simonson from original 


by Baty; at National Theatre, Washington, 
D. C., Oct. 5,.’37; $2.75 top. F 
Emma Bovary........ Constance Cummings 
Monsieur Rouault............ Arthur Griffin 
Charles Bovary.......... Harold Vermilyea 
DO, 20265640 4000dnn0kaes Ernest Cossart 
Mme. Lefrancois......Alice Belmore-Cliffe 
SERIO - aes Sh ncadddcetabus John O’Connor 
POG 625 dbs edb ccevecgabdands Robert Vivian 
Cee ZPOPERS. .ccaccocoscoceses Carl Harbord 
Mme, Caron.....- Cecccccceres Hazel Hanna 
Lheure@ux -...seee6 Goecesec Ernest Thesiger 
RIG E86 cc vtebatevaes ees Valerie Cossart 
WEEN S S64 0 Sec Cocceedonces Oo. Z. Whitehead 
Mea BROURBUE. 5 i ccccccoccecds Viola Roache 
Rodolpbe Boulanger....... ... Eric Portman 
GT 6.5 ee eseseeereen «++--Maurice Manson 
Mme. Bovary, Senior....... Eda Heineman 
BE, Camlvet s.ccc ccusasteccses Irving Morrow 


Ann Freschmann 
Frances Harison 
| Jacqueline de Wit 
| Lilyan Miller 
| Mary McCormack 
| Gladene Parr 


School Companions..... 





‘Madame Bovary,’ whom Novelist 
Gustave Flaubert created two gen- 
erations ago to make literary history 
and Playwright Gaston Baty drama- 
tized two seasons ago to score a hit 
on the Paris stage, arrived in 
America this week via Benn W. 
Levy to depict her troubles for 
Theater Guild customers. And 
realizing her importance in_ the 
world of make-believe, the Guild 
has given her a setting as rich and 
complex as her own highly special- 
ized career. 

The mere magnitude of the con- 
coction, from production to plot, 
fairly steam-rollers detailed criticism 
into being pointless. It makes no 
attempt to follow the tradition of 


(Continued on page 59) 


Cleveland Symph on NBC 


Cleveland, Oct. 12. 

Portions of the Saturday night 
concerts of the Cleveland orchesira 
will be broadcast over the NBC red 
network Oct. 16 and 23. Network 
is picking up an hour of each concert 
direct from Severance Hall. Artur 
Rodzinski, co-director of the new 
NBC symphony, will direct the two 
programs. Albert Spalding, the vi9- 
linist, will be the soloist on the sec- 
ond broadcast. 

















set-up | 





Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
Columbia Studio, H'wood 
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Show Is On’ Flop in Chi, $11,000: 
- Women’ Good 166, Can't’ Okay 126 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 
Coming in quickly from its New 
York revival ‘The Show Is On’ 
couldn’t get started at the Grand, 
and will be yanked after two 
weeks. House will then be turned 
ever to the Theatre Guild-Ameri- 
can Theatre Society subscription 
bunch for ‘Madame Bovary,’ which 

comes in on next Monday (18). 
Shubert musical ran deep in the 
red on its first week and doesn’t 


look able to climb out of it cur-| 


rently, either. Word-of-mouth on 
the show. has not been good, with 
the main squawks being on the 
dated ‘topical’ jokes, much 
which run to political satire. 
With the booking of 


the original date of ‘Yes, My Dar- 
ling Daughter,’ which the ATS had 
scheduled for the Studebaker on 
Nov. 1. 

Exception to the weak trade is 
*You Can’t Take It With You,’ which 
is holding up remarkably despite the 
length of the run. Show is getting 
people who haven’t been to a legit 
show in years. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn (1,000; $2.75) 
(8th week). 
dence last week, but 
enough to show a profit. Dipped to 
approximately $11,500. 

‘The Show Is On,’ Grand (1,300: 
$3.30) (2nd and last week). Goes this 
week after a flabby fortnight, giving 
way to ‘Madame Bovary’ on Monday 
(18). Musical opened on Tuesday 
(5) but never got started with 
meagre $11,000 for its five-day run. 

‘The Women,’ Erlanger’ (1,300; 
$2.75) (4th week). Demand excel- 
lent in the cheaper sections, but 
show having difficulty with the main 
floor seats. However, figures best 
top gross of loop with $16,500. 

“You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Harris (1,000; $2.75). (36th week). 
The miracle show on the loop and 
holding to a gross of $12,000. 

Ww 


PA 
‘Monesh,’ Great Northern. Yiddish 
folk show getting great play, espe- 
cially from parties. 
One-acters, Princess. 
en so-so demand. 


‘SERVICE’ FAIRLY GOOD 
$8,500, IST WEEK, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 12. 
‘Room Service’ is heading for an- 
other substantial week at the Bilt- 
more, where it opened Oct. 4 for four 
weeks’ sojourn. Federals are plug- 
ging along, currently showing in two 
local houses, Rehearsals are in prog- 
ress for project’s first musical of the 
season, ‘Ready, Aim, Fire,’ satire on 
life on Mars, skeded for the Holly- 
wood Playhouse (22) at $1.10 top. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Reom Service,’ Biltmore (C-1,656; 
$2.75) (1st wk). Hollywood mob 
may go this one, and opening stan- 
za brought profitable $8,500. Heavy 
advance. for balance of run. 
WPA 


‘The World We Live In,’ Mayan. 
Satire by Josef and Karel Capek 
Tuns through (24). 

‘Captain Brassbound’s Conversion,’ 
Hollywood Playhouse. Shaw comedy 
drama sticks through (17). 


take still 


Going along 











Mary Astor Hypos Coward 


Cycle to 126 in ’Frisco 


San Francisco, Oct. 12. 

Although hot weather hurt some, 
Noel Coward’s ‘Tonight at 8:30’ is 
doing excellent business at the Cur- 
ran theatre, where his series of nine 
Plays will be presented over a period 
of three weeks. Press notices have 
been great ¢n behalf of the cast, plays 
and production. ‘Beyond the Hori- 
zon,’ in its second stanza at the Al- 
Cazar theatre, is doing moderate biz. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ Curran (ist week) 
(1,500; $2.50). Drawing big houses. 
Presence of Mary Astor in the cast 
ite to b.o. In fine fettle at 


WPA 
‘Beyond the Horizon,’ Alcazar (2d 
wk) (1,500; 55¢c.) One more week to 
&0. Hot weather hurt here. ‘War- 
rior’s Husband’ is the next attrac- 
ion. 








‘Tovarich’ Gets $12,000 
As Cincy’s Initialer 


; Cincinnati, Oct. 12. 
Legit season opened last week with 
ontovich in ‘Tovarich’ at the Cox, 

which g 
House has ‘Yes, My Darling Daugh- 
ter,” with Florence Reed, this week 
D Same scale. To be followed by ‘A 
ae House’ the week of Oct. 24: 
aliulah Bankhead and Conway 
nNwle in ‘Antony and Cleopatra’ 
rie 1-6, and ‘Brother Rat’ the week 
ollowing. 
Nelson G. 


for th Trowbridge is manager 


e Shubert house. 





+ 


of | 


‘Madame | 
Bovary’ at the Grand, it kills off | 


Dropping gross in evi- | 


| See over a domino game, leaving 


rossed $12,000 at $2.75 top. | 


MADAME BOVARY 


(Continued from page 58) 


hérding the climaxes into three or 
four key backgrounds. The events 
take place where and when they 
happen regardless of what they in- 
volve in curtain raising and lower- 
ing or trick staging. The result will 
be called both a set of deftly-| 
fashioned ._ vignettes and a long 
story chopped into bits by annoying 
intermissions. Flaubert being Flau- 
bert and not a writer of smart, con- 
cise dialogue, the latter is pretty 
hard to escape without rewriting the | 
| whole idea, altho the Baty-Levy | 
edition with the polishing it will get | 
between here and Broadway may 
come surprisingly close. 

Play runs the gamut from comedy | 
to melodramatic tragedy, the latter 
getting the stronger play, most of 
the wit lying in sustained humorous 
situations that never burst into full 
| bloom. 

Things begin with pretty, enthusi- 
| astic Emma Bovary, who is the hero- 
|ine of every romance she reads or 

imagines, bespeaking day dreams to 
Charles Bovary, her plump, country- 
bumpkin doctor-husband, on a moon- 
| lit balcony on their wedding night. 
Charles is very nice about it, but 
|she looks down to find him snoring 
|in her lap. This, which is a perfect 
| vignette, sets the mood for what 
| follows — being Emma’s successive 
| boredom, rebellion and defeat. 
| Scene Two, laid in the Inn of the 
Lion d’Or at Yonville, serves to es- 
tablish several characters and ends 
with the arrival of Charles and Em- 
ma in their pernianent locale. Scene 
Three, the living room of Homais, 
the town apothecary and civic lead- 
er, finds Charles and Homais falling 








| 
| 
| 
| 


Emma and Poet Leon Depuis to sit 
on the sofa and discover they have 
a common soul, Scene Four widens 
the breech between the bored Emma 
| and the stolid Charles and finds Em- 
ma setting her cap for more than 
walks in the sunlight with Leon. 
Scene Five finds Leon arriving to 
tell Emma he is going to Paris, hav- 
ing fought off loving her as ‘mere 
flesh and blood’ and carrying away 
the knowledge he has known a 
‘saint. Act One curtain falls on 
Emma, alone and giving vent to 
modified hysterics over frustration 
of her dreams and Leon's poorly cho- 
sen compliment, 

Next is. Bovary’s parlor, six 
months later, with Emma, who has 
found her lover in Rudolphe, re- 
ceiving word from his lackey he 
ean’t go riding that afternoon. Re- 
alizing it is over she desperately 
turns to Charles, driving him to un- 
dertake an operation on a_ localite 
he knows he is not qualified to per- 
form. Next, Rudolphe’s sitting room, 
to which Emma flees in the night 
to tell him Charles has failed and 
begging him to take her away, which 
to get her out he promises to do. 
Next shows Rudolphe’s and Emma’s 
rooms . simultaneously, Rudolphe 
composing letter calling flight off, 
and Emma frantically packing. Act 
ends with Emma fainting in Charles’ 
arms after note has arrived, 

Last section opens looking through 
box at opera at Rouen following 
spring, Emma still ill but brightening 
up when Leon, now the sophisticated 
Parisian, walks in for a chat. Fol- 
lowed by doorway parting outside 
| cheap hotel, which establishes clan- 
| destine affair as in full swing. Fol- 
lowed by Emma and Leon arriving 
in hotel room after all-night brawl 
during carnival, Emma _ suggesting 
that Leon steal money to pay the 
debts she has rolled up to finance 
meetings. Followed by Emma, aban- 
doned by Leon, going to shop of 
money-lender Lheureux to beg more 
time. Followed by Emma getting 
handful of arsenic from boy at Ho- 
mais’ shop and swallowing it amid 
trash barrels under window. Fol- 
lowed by arrival of Charles in bed- 
room to find her writhing with hor- 
rible convulsions he is helpless to 
even understand, and dying with 
packets of letters in her hand as 
curtain falls. 

Constance Cummings does excel- 
lent job in role that fairly reeks 











| with danger of haminess, letting au- | 
|dience understand Emma _ without} 

forcing sympathy or justification for | 
her fundamental selfishness and su- | 
| gar-coated cruelty. Others in cast, | 

including trio of English importa- 
| tions, ‘Carl Harbord, Ernest Thesin 


Cen | 
5 


|Guild standard, especially Harold 


from being burlesque without sacri- 


ficing a whit of the necessary con- 
|trast to Emma's other masculine | 
| affiliates. Craig. 


i ee 


| ‘Can’t’ Socko 12G, Buffalo 


Buffalo, Oct. 12. 


| ‘You Can't Take It 


performances at the Erlanger last 
| week. 


a 
‘Born in a Trunk’ with Henry Hull 


directing has started rehearsals. 
Play written 


| will be presentec 


by 


1 by Jack Curtis. 


'er and Eric Portman, all up to usual | fred 


Vermilyea, who kept Charles Bovary Y 
| ford, 


| 


With You,’ | 
drew fine gross of $12,000 for eight | 


Aurania Roveros, | 


BALTO BiZ POOR 


‘Wise Tomorrow’ Gets Puny $3,000 at 
Ford’s—Operas 9G, Fair 








Baltimore, Oct. 12. 

A record-breaking mail order and 
advance sale indicates a smashing 
four-day engagement for ‘Amphitry- 
on 38, coming to Ford’s tomorrow 
(13) makes a pleasing change of pace 
from the meagre takings of “Wise 
Tomorrow,’ Warners British impor- 
tation, which unfolded itself prior to 
Broadway in the same house last 
week. General going over by local 
crix and unpleasant theme of play 
affected b.o. to poor $3,000 effort. 

Columbia Grand Opera Company 
in repertoire at the Maryland did a 
fair $9,000 at pop prices. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Wise Tomorrow, Ford’s (1,988; 
$2.20). Good advance and nice open- 
ing night, but fell off to a bare $3,000. 

Columbia Grand Opera Company, 


Maryland (1.570; $1.65). Fairly 
steady trade and a nicely built-up 
| week-end sent repertoire up to 
$9,000. 


REGINA, 296, 





HUB RECORD. 


Boston, Oct. 12. 
In her third week Helen Hayes did 
the impossible by attracting more 
customers into the Shubert than she 
did for the first two smash capacity 


weeks of ‘Victoria Regina.’ First 
week was capacity; second stanza 
was capacity plus, and the third 


frame topped the second with added 
standees. Third week hit $29,000. 

‘Room Service’ got started last 
week at the renovated Copley, and 
opened a run with satisfactory b.o. 
reaction. ‘Can't Take It’ sailed 
through a fourth frame at the Plym- 
outh with a nice take, and looks set 
for another month at least. 

Big noise is, of course, the musical 
conversation piece, ‘I’d Rather Be 
Right,’ starring George Cohan, and 
lampooning the New Deal and all 
the Democratic big shots, which pre- 
miered last night (11) at the Co- 
lonial. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Victoria Regina’ (Shubert) ($3,30) 
(3d week). About everybody in 
New England has tried to see Miss 
Hayes’ superb performance, but they 
can jam in just so many. $29,000 for 
the third week is the talk of the 
town. 

‘Can’t Take It With You’ (Plym- 
outh) ($2.50) (5th week). Very pop- 
ular and showing no sign of serious 
swerve in takes. Fifth week very 
good $13,500. 

‘Room Service’ (Copley) ($2.50) 
(Ist week). Okay road company 
giving satisfaction and opening tally 
of $9,090 indicates fair chance. 


‘Red Lights’ Good $8,500 
Getaway Week at Newark 


Newark, N. J., Oct. 12. 
‘Behind Red Lights’ in its second 
week at the-Shubert did over $8,500, 
and could have stayed a third week. 

Current attraction, ‘Brother Rat.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Behind Red Lights,’ Shubert (1,- 
960; $1.50-50). Exceptional draw for 
this attraction put the b.o. at $8,500. 








Engagements 


Frances Farmer, “The Manly Art.’ 

Gloria Dickson, Josephine Victor, 
Calvin Thomas, Rosemary Ames, 
‘Wise Tomorrow.’ 

Paul Haakon, ‘Hooray for What.’ 

Ben Cutler, Cynthia Rogers, ‘Fire- 
man’s Flame.’ 

Ralph Cullinan, 





Frank Lindsay, 


Pas Le Noir, Robert S,. Harrison, 
Esther Mitchell, Leslie Bingham, 
John Robb, ‘Father Malachy’s Mira- 
cle.’ 


Will Geer, ‘Journeyman.’ 

Louis Calhern, ‘Robin Landing.’ 

Lillian Emerson, Katherine Em- 
met, Robert Light. ‘Born in a Trunk.’ 

Wallace Ford, ‘Of Mice and Men.’ 

Heather Angel, 
Vaerlie Taylor, ‘Love of Women.’ 

Frank Conroy, Cathleen Comegys, 
Elizabeth Young, Franklin Downing, 
Ethel Intropodi, Jack Kelly, Marilyn 
Erskine, Russell Hardie. Don Costel- 


\lo, Kendall Clark, Donald Black, Al- 


[= 
of 


Webster, Lloyd Gough, J. 

Bradford Hunt, ‘Ghost 
ankee Doodle.’ 

Michael Doyle, Tamara, Ear! Ox- 
Leona Powers, Blanche Ring, 
‘Right This Way.’ 

Phoebe Brand, Morris Carnovsky, 
Lee J. Cobb, Jules Garfield, Ella 
Kazen, Bob Lewis, Art Smith, ‘The 
Manly Art.’ 

Cecil Natapoff, Carolyn Whitney, 
‘Wall Street Scene.’ 

Five Reillys, The Bryants, ‘Hooray 
for What.’ 


ring, ‘New Faces of 1937.’ 
Muriel Kirkland, Catherine 
houn Doucet, ‘Four Cents a Word.’ 


Hugh Sinclair, | 


slowly developing Broadway season 
loomed at the Plymouth last mid- 
week with the premiere of ‘Susan 
and God.’ The press was divided, 
but the box office thrived with the 
orders for tickets by the agencies 
that could not be fully met. Accord- 
ing to the takings up to date the play 





|is aimed for a pace of $20,000 or 
better. At the Guild ‘To Quito and 
Back’ got thumbs down from the 
press. 

First real draw was ‘The Sta 
Wagon,’ which got over $17,000 for 
its -first full week at the Empire. 
Capacity at the scale there is about 


$1,500 more, and standees were re- 
ported for several performances 


| The two imported comedies, ‘George 


and Margaret’ and ‘French Without 
Tears, are the best of the 
season’s other new shows. Each ap- 
proximated $10,000 last week. The 
Abbey Players, also an import, is 


ences. 








| 


| 


Business was on the upbeat almost 
all along the line last week, with the 
world’s series ball games aiding to 
i; some degree, as shown by the filled 
| midtown hotels. ‘The Women’ 
|bounded upward again and = ap- 
| proached the figures of its early 
months. 
figure on the list with the exception 


week there were two openings and 
two this week, one being set back 
but one regular debut—‘Angel 
Balance of the month promises no 
batch of new shows, but November 
should see the first heavy influx. 
Only scheduled withdrawal this 
week is ‘King Richard II,’ which 
goes to the road from the St. James. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Babes in Arms,’ Shubert 
week) (M-1,385-$3.30). 


musical doing well with last week’s 
taking around $16,000. 

‘Blow Ye Winds,’ 46th St. (4th 
week) (C-1,375-$3.30). Got unlucky 
break at opening; business last week 
not much improvement, but may 
build; over $6,000. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Hudson (44th week) 
(C-1,097-$3.30). 
Biltmore Monday; business there last 
week fair, but profitable at $7,500. 

‘French Without Tears,’ Miller (3d 
week) (C-944-$3.30). Approximated 
$10,000, which was better than an- 
ticipated; helped by full price thea- 
tre party. 

‘George and Margaret,’ 
(4th week) (C-951-$3.30). Moved 
upward and English laugh show ex- 
pected to make grade; around 
$10,000. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(34th week) (C-1,000-$3.30). Run 
laugh show perked up again with 
the gross around $8,500; may stick 
through fall. 

‘In Clover,’ Vanderbilt (1st week) 
(C-804-$3.30), Presented by John 
and Jerrold Krimsky; written by 
Allan Scott; delayed from last week; 
due to debut tonight (13). 

‘Lady Has a Heart,’ Longacre (3d 
week) (CD-1,019-$3.30). Has not 
shown much; figured around $5,000 
and must pick up to stick. 

‘Room Service,’ Cort (22d week) 
(C-1,053-$3.30). Holding to excellent 
money and announces tickets for 
New Year’s eve; last week’s takings, 
$16,500. 

‘Susan and God,’ Plymouth (2d 
week) (CD-1,036-$3.30). Drew mixed 
notices, but heavy call from agencies; 
probably the star (Gertrude Law- 
rence helped draw; pace first four 





performances ‘ndicates gross over 
$20,000. 

‘The Star Wagon,’ Empire (3d 
week) (CD-1,096-$3.30). First full 


week’s takings topped $17,000; initial 


strong grosser of season should score | 
' 
' 


run, 
‘The Women,’ Barrymore 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). 


(42d 


money; pace improved nearly $6,000 | 


in two weeks, last week count being 
$19,600. 

‘To Quito and Back,’ Guild (2d 
week) (D-914-$3.30). Drew adverse 
press and doubtful beyond the five- 


week subscription stay; opened last | 


mid-week. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest 
claiming to offer New Year's 
tickets soon; rated around $6,000. 
‘Virginia,’ Center (7th week) 
(M-3,438-$3.30). Picked up last week 


eve 


iclimb with the support of out-of- 
towners. 
‘Wise Tomorrow,’ Biltmore (lst 





Cal- | 


(D-991-$3.30). Presented by 
|Bernard Klawans (Warners): writ- 
iten by Stephen Powys; 
|drama opens Friday (15). 


‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 


| week) 


| fall. 


‘Booth (44th week) (C-708-$3.30). 


Series Visitors Hypoed Broadway, 
‘Star Wagon Set; Susan Looks In 





| 


| “The Fireinan’s Flame,’ 


young | 


doing fairly well, getting class audi- | 


Gross was $19.600, the best | 


from last week. Coming week lists | 
Is- | 
land,” which comes to the National. | Theatre 


(27th | 
Announced | {*, — : 
to move to Majestic after this month; | ‘The Passing of the Third Floor 


Moved over from | 


Morosco | 


——a 





Another indicated success of the Holds to great pace with standeeg 


again most performances; $15,000, 
Revivals 

eg Richard II,’ St. James; final 
wee f. 

Abbey Players, Ambassador; Dub- 
lin troupe sticking to revivals. 
American 
Music funny with 
liquor, 


Hall; loud and 


WPA 
‘Processional,’ Elliott; revival. 
‘A Hero Was Born,’ Adelphi, 
‘Swing It,’ Lafayette, Harlem 
closses Sat. (16), 


‘Letiy’s’ $11,000 Still 
Good for Philadelphia; 
Guild Switches Shows 


Philadelphia, Oct. 12, 
The advance that’s piling up here 


for Helen Hayes’ ‘Victoria Regina’ 
IS Just as sensational as it has been 
in other cities. She comes into tt 

r . 1e 
Forrest next Monday, with an ad- 


| vance of $35,000 class and mounting 
, at leaps and bounds for the three 
weeks’ engagement. 


of the musical ‘Virginia.” ‘Room! ‘The S} rts hav cide , 
Service’ tallied $16,000, and ‘Can’t | puck Victeiay” epee eee 
Take It With You’ topped $15,000,| and have held the ‘Between the 
which is all the show can gross. Devil’ preem off until Tuesday 
Premiere cards are surely skimpy | Next week's third openin sis ‘M 
in comparison to other seasons. Last | Wine,’ at the Srinneer This. mac 


| berg operetta has Ilse Marvenga 
| heading the cast and is skedded for 
two weeks. 

A new change in booking has the 
Guild substituting ‘Madame 
| Bovary’ for ‘The Ghost of Yankee 
| Doodle’ as its initial offering on the 
| ATS subscription season, starting 
| November 1 at the Chestnut. 
| ‘Leaning on Letty’s’ biz at the 
| Chestnut continues to be highly sat- 
| isfactory with $11,000 last week and 
a steady trade so far this week when 
it has Walter Hampden’s revival of 


Back’ as opposish at the Erlanger, 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Leaning on Letty’ (Chestnut) (1,- 
646; $2.50) (3d week). Holding 
nicely, with no competition and 
hooked $11,000. This week winds up, 


ROAD’ DOES BIG 136 
ON REPEAT AT PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 12. 

Thar’s still life and gold along “To- 
bacco Road,’ which again chalked up 
a bull’s-eye. When any show, par- 
ticularly a repeat, can play at $1.50 
top and knock down around $13,500, 
that’s manna, 

From looks of things Nixon’s in 
for its best legit season in years, 
Opening weeks have all been. win- 
ners and, with ‘Madame Bovary’ 
current, backed by biggest ATS sub- 
scription list in years, prospects are 
continuously bright. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Tobacco Road’ (2,100; $1.65)— 
Third time here, playing to SRO and 
knocked off great $13,500. 


‘Bovary’ Gets $15,500 
In Preem Week at D. C. 


Washington, Oct. 12. 
‘Madame Bovary’ drew $15,500 in 
; seven performances at National, 
Monday night opening having been 
pushed back to Tuesday due to pro- 
duction complications with 12 heavy 
sets. Show played at $2.75 top as 




















Back to great | 


(201st | 
week) (C-1,107-$1.65). Another show | 


and estimated around $23,000; should | 


English | 


Rags Ragland, Lotte Goslar, Erika| house (35th week) (C-878-$3.30). | 
|Mann, Jimmy Shelton, Jack and|One company on ‘our; original 
|June Blair, Peter Renwick, The jumped again with takings quoted | 


| Johnsons, Leone Sousa, Michael Lo-j well over $11,000; looks set through | 


‘You Can’t Take It with You,’ | 


first American Theatre Society offer- 
ing of season, 

House dark this week, but relights 
| Monday (18) with Lunt and Fon- 
|tanne in ‘Amphitryon 38,’ making 
| second ATS show also Guild pro- 
duction. Charlotte Greenwood comes 
in Oct. 25 with ‘Leaning on Letty,’ 





“Daughter's? $13,000 Augur 
Good Season for Detroit 


Detroit, Oct. 12. 

Plenty of bally and b.o. activity 
|for ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ at 
ithe Cass last week, result being a 
| good $13,000 take for nine perform- 
ances at $2.75 top. 

Marks second smash out of three 
plays here this fall, the third turning 
in a satisfactory gross itself. And 
looks like Detroit’s headed for its 
best’ all-around season in history, 
|eclipsing even the boom days. 
House has full schedule now for 
some time, with ‘Tovarich’ opening 
weck stand Sunday (10) at $2.75 top, 

Estimate for Last Week 

“Yes, My Darling Daughter’ (Cass: 

1,400; $2.75 top). Name cast got good 


play in press, along with good noe 
| tices, result being around $13,000 on 
nine performances. Current is “Toe 


varich’ at $2.75 top. 
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Broadway 





Joe Schoenfeld out of the danger 
zone at Sydenham hosp. 

Dave Hutchinson came over from 
London for the world’s series. 

Richard Bennett in from the Coast 
seeking legit or radio ass.gnmen.s. 

Alice Faye, 20th-Fox player, into 
New York this week on vacash. 

Charles Bochert back after agent- 
ing brief Chicago stay of ‘The Show 
Is On,’ 

Annabella, 20th’s foreign import, | 





due in from Europe tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 
Curt Conway has replaced Jules | 


Garfield as juve in ‘Having Wonder- 
ful Time.’ 

Now it’s a dandruff-cure pitch in 
Loew’s Siste store space in the heart 
of Times Sq. 

Tony Martin, new 20th-Fox sing- 
ing star, here tor series, hopped back | 
to Coast Saturday (9). 

Crawford and Caskey, dancers, | 
back from six months 


in London, 
Biarritz, Monte Carlo, eic. 

Lael Tucker Siage, Theatre Guild 
box-office treasurer, has scripted a 
play, ‘Let’s Play for Keeps.’ : 

Joshua Logan, Wanger director, in 
town to o.o. the snows and visit hs 
sister; Mary Logan, legit player. : 

Johnny Hyde (William Morris 
agency) reiurning to the Coast office 
next week afier a stay in the h.o. 

Julian T. Abeles’ daughter, Rida, 
rushed to the hosp for an appendec- 
tomy. Just matriculated into Finch. 

Denyse Clarouin, French play 
agent, here from Paris, with a num- 
ber of French plays she will try to 

lace. 

4 AMPAS now meeting in a private 
dining room of the International 
Casino on Thursdays, instead of 
Sardi’s. ; 

Frances Reinhart, legiter, now 
working for Robert K. Straus, can- 
didate for N. Y¥. City Councilman. 
Straus was formerly with the The- 
atre Code Authority. 

Maurice Goodman booked for an 
extended stay at Mt. Sinai under ob- 
servation. Theatrical attorney is 
former Keith-Albee general counsel 
and still an RKO official. 

Zeppo Marx agency in New York 
will be affiliated witth Leland Hay- 
ward after this month. Gummo 
Marx. who has been in charge, will 
join the Hollywood office. 

Blame it on the stock market or 
anything else, but it’s been tough on 
the niteries the last coupla wecks. 
Big spots draining the town; side 








street bistros suffering. Used to be 
the reverse. 

Van Campen Heilner, who has 
made a number of fishing shorts, has 
been awarded the Order of Carlos 
Manuel de Cespedes by the Cuban 
government. Author of the recent 
book, ‘Salt Water Fishing.’ 

W. K. Jenkins (Lucas-Jenkins 
chain in Atlanta), operating houses 
throughout Georgia in partnership 
with Paramount, in New York on a 
brief visit to discuss operating mat- 


a new series of revues in conjunctivn 
with vaude acts. 

Government may remove the ban 
on children under 16 attending the- 
atres if the outbreak of infantile 
paralysis abates. | 

Mention has been made. that the | 
bankers will stick to Norman Rydge 
and Greater Union, irrespective of | 
any rumors to the contrary. 

Thadee Slavinsky staged the spe- | 
cial ballets for W-T’s ‘Balalaika,’ 
with Fred Blackman producing, and 
Andrew M-cCunn in charge of thie | 
musical end. | 

Shirley Ann Richards will make | 
a p.a. with Cinesound’s ‘Tall Tim- | 
ber’ when pic opens here. She has 
just completed leading role in ‘Lovers 
and Luggers’ for same unit. 

Acts playing here for Frank Neil 
include Nina Mae McKinney, Al- 
verdi, Batie and Foster, Eddie Sharp, 
Tracey and Hay, Harry Marconi, Nen 





and Felix, Red Fred, Yorke Di 
Sousa, Kirby Walker and Bob 
Fisher. 





London 





Richard Tauber sails for America 
Oct. 13 for a series of concerts, 


Anna Neagle to play title role. in 
‘Peter Pan’ at the Palladium this 
Xmas. 


Shuberts are now dickering with 
Nelson Keys for an American revue 
engagement. 

‘Gertie Maude’ closed at St. Mar- 
tin’s Oct. 9, after eight weeks, and 
goes on tour. 


Conrad Veidt signed by British 
Unity for a Technicolor subject to 
be shot at Ealing. 

Ross and Stone at the Holborn 
Empire, third time in seven weeks, 
which is a record. 

John R. Woolfenden has taken 
over the publicity for the MGM Brit- 
ish unit at Denham. 

Sutherland Felice will ast as com- 
pere at Ciro’s club during the en- 
gagement of Ramona. 


Visitors from U. S. during August 
totaled 18,518, an increase of 2,747 
over August of last year. 


Warners will Americanize ‘George 
and Margaret’ when it is filmed, with 
Mary Boland to play the lead. 


Parnell & Zeitlin intend to tour 
‘Land of Smiles,’ which starred 
Richard Tauber at Drury Lane the- 
atre in 1931, 


Sonja Henie visiting at Denham, 
her first trip to a British studio, 
where she hello’d Bob Taylor and 
Merle Oberon, 


John Lodge, former B.I.P. contract 
player, signed by Maurice Ostrer 
as lead for the Gainsborough pic, 
‘Bank Holiday.’ 

Carl Esmond, playing Prince Con- 
sort in ‘Victoria Regina’ here, signed 
by MGM and goes Hollywood at con- 
clusion of run. 

New edition of the Dorchester 
hotel floor show Nov. 1, with only 





ters with Par h.o. officials and con- 
tact on film product. 


Berlin 


Erna Sack off on a Scandinavian 
tour. 

Edward Weiss giving his only Ber- 
lin concert this year. 

Alois Melichar on the cleffing end 
_of ‘Mutterlied,’ Gigli’s next pic. 

Geza von Bolvary’s next megging 
chore to be ‘Finale’ with Jenny 
Jugo. 

Lenses about to start grinding on 
Pola Negri’s latest ‘Tango Not- 
tu~no.’ 

The Berlin Philharmonic off to 
Sweden and Norway with Eugen 
Jovhums beton waving. 

Agnes Straub and Albrecht 
Schoenhals in the leads in ‘Fedora.’ 
It will be Schoenhals first legit. 

Wolfgang Liebeneiner. actor-di- 
rector, to play in ‘Emilia Galotti’ 
opening soon at the Kleines Haus. 

Hans Albers set for the lead in 
*Fahrendes Volk’ under direction 
of Joccuves Fevder. Francoise Ro- 
say holding down big femme as- 
si™nment. 

Professor Koscak Yamada, con- 
ductor of the New Symphony orch 
in Tokvo, batoning some of his own 
somovositions over the ether for the 
DeufschIondsender. He did _ the 
cleffing for ‘The New Earth.’ 








Melbourne 





Biz is picking up again slightly 
here. 

George Griffiths, Hoyts 
leaves for a biz trip to America this 
week. 

Par broucht in ‘Maid of Salem’ for 
a run, but doubtful whether pic will 
cop much biz. 

Hoyts will soon begin work on 
15th nabe under the direction of 
Charles Munro. 

Fay Comoton commences Oct. 23 
for Willitmson-Tait at King's in 
‘Victoria Regina.’ 

In for a week at a nabe house, 
‘Girl in a Million’ (20th) copped a 
reeord toke of $4,000. 

‘Balalaiky’ ‘>t away to a splendid 
start for Williamson-Tait. Robert 
H-}'"*-- nd Margaret Adams are 
co-starred. 

Roy Rene (Mo.) has rejoined the 
Frank Neil chain and is presenting 


exec, | 


change being Marion and Irma, who 
replace Robins. 





The Four Franks back from four 
months’ Continental tour, and re- 
sume for General Theatres, Moss 
Empires and Stoll Circuits. 

Miss Horniman, founeer of Dub- 
lin’s Irish National Theatre Society, 
and pioneer of the repertory move- 
ment in England, left $259,000. 

Ralph Lynn is touring the sticks 
in ‘London After Dark,’ with Walter 
Hackett having built the original Ed- 
win Styles’ role into a star part. 

Teddy Joyce was offered the Russ 
Brown part in ‘Take It Easy’ the 
Barbara Blair flopperoo at the Pal- 
pee but friends advised him not to 
take it. 


‘Ninety Sail,’ the new Bill Lips- 
comb show, will have a tryout in 
Golder’s Green, Oct. 18, and Streat- 
ham Oct. 25, before coming to the 
West End. 


‘Island,’ by Merton Hodge, which 
was tried out at the ‘Q’ theatre in 
July, replaces A. A. Milne’s ‘Sarah 
Simple’ at the Garrick. ‘Simple’ 
closes Nov. 14. 


Wences goes to America early Jan- 
uary, to play a few weeks, but pri- 
marily to get his American citizen- 
ship papers through. Returns to 
England for further dates in April. 


New Prince of Wales theatre, 
when it reopens Oct. 18, will have 
five American acts. Besides Emile 
Boreo, the others are Nyan Pearce, 
Collette Lyons, The Duffins and Ed- 
die Foy. 

Alexander Korda has given screen 
tests to Elizabeth Sutherland, win- 
ner of the radio, acting and beauty 
competition for all Canada, spon- 
sored by the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation. 


Praxmair Tyroleans, novelty from 
Kitzhubel, Austria, and favorites of 
the Duke and Duchess of Windsor, 
will be the opening attraction at the 
Mayfair hotel. The cabaret room has 
veen renovated. 


Henry Sherek’s new cabaret at the 
Ritz hotel will have Gypsy Markoff 
,as the headline attraction. In sup- 
| port are Dave and Dolly, comedians 
from Budapest, and Cyril Fletcher, a 
| seaside concert artist, making his 
| first nitery appearance. 

Having launched the Larry Adler 
unit safely, Charlie Tucker is duing 
another vaudeville unit. This con- 
sists of Hutch, Billy Bennett. Bill 
Bailey, formerly with the Cotton 
Club revue, the three Jokers and 
|} Owen McGiveney. 











New flavin 


By Harold M. Bone 





Sunday stage shows now legal 
here. 

Henry Busse set for benefit here 
this week. 

Boyd Smiths back from Maine to 
Yale drama dept. 

Charles Kullman hopped home for 
benefit concert here. 

Shubert premieres ‘Between the 
Devil’ this weekend (14-15). 

Lincoln, reseated, opened foreign 
film season with ‘Mayerling.’ 

Mrs. Thomas F. Nolan, daughter of 
late S. Z. Poli, suing for divorce. 

Charley Smith guest-conducted U. 
S. Marine Band in concert at Arena. 

Charles Palmieri has left for the 
Coast to become a Disney cartoon 
animator. 

Viola Purcella. ex-vaude partner 
of her husband, Frank, died in Sey- 
mour, Oct. 5. 

David Stanley Smith conducted 
New Haven Orch. Ass’n. in concert 
season opener. 

Sick and mended list: Jack Foxe, 
srippe; Lew Schaefer, cold; Norman 
Randall, complications. 

Paramount playing Dave Appo- 
lon’s ‘Varieties of 1938’ week Oct. 21. 
Gag-billing him as the ‘Big Appolon’ 
revue, 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Billy Sanderson saxophoning again 
with Etzi Covaro’s orck 

GN moving into new headquar- 
ters on.Film Row Nov. 1. 

Harry Seed called east by the 
critical illness of his father. 

Variety Club banquet isn’t until 
Nov. 14, but sell-out already. 

Nixon doorman for last decade, 
E. Shanahan, has quit for another 
post. 

Harry Kalmine celebrating fifth 
anniversary as WB’s zone manager 
here. 

Thetma Schnee stated to do ‘Hed- 
da’ at Tech drama_ school this 
semester. 

Freda Pope finally got her Plaza 
cafe under way last week after flock 
of delays. 

Six-year-old son of projectionist 
Joe DeMann died suddenly over 
week-end. 

Sunnie O’Dea having her nose 
plastically renovated for another 
fling at pix. 

Stanley Fields, fillum villun, back 
visiting old home town, first time 
in 25 years. 

‘Y’ Playhouse trying to corral a 
flock of local journalists for cast of 
‘Front Page.’ 

Jack Judd knocked down $120 
jackpot at Variety Club’s Weekly 
Family Nite. 

Elaine Grey mussed up in an auto 
accident, but out of commission only 
a day or so. 

Governor Harold Hoffman of New 
Jersey will be on hand for Variety 
Club banquet. 

Wallace Munro around beating 
the drums for Bankhead’s ‘Antony 
and Cleopatra,’ 

Suzanne Bole. touring with ‘Great 
Lester’ unit, called home by serious 
illness of her father. 

Mary Pickford here to spend day 
with Buddy Rogers, then accom- 
panied him to Philly.~ 

Carnegie Tech drama _ school’s 
first major production of new sea- 
son will be ‘Street Scene.’ 

Al Singer, WB manager in Greens- 
burg, and Esther Stern have an- 
nounced their engagement. 

Jack Hollister has withdrawn as 
v.a. for Pittsburgh symphony to 
ballyhoo May Beagle concerts. 





Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 





Walter Hutchinson huddling with 
20th-Fox execs. 


Met’s ‘Maytime’ premiered strong 
and assured of a good run. 

Maurice Sloman, Victorian g.m. 
Hoyts, visiting Charles Munro. 

Cam Pratt is editing a snappy 
a organ for Greater Union the- 
atres. f 


Jack Lester, producer for Marcus, 
received fine press notices for classy 
staging of new show. 

Sir Ben Fuller still in New Zea- 
land. covering imvortant biz deals 
for Fuller-Hayward chain. 

‘Wings of the Morning’ (GB) has 
proven one of the biggest British 
b.o. sockos ever to hit local screen. 


Local Film Guild, comprised of 
newspavder critics, awarded first 
prize for year’s best pic to Met’s 
‘Romeo and Juliet.’ 

Met will bring in ‘Saratoga’ next 
week for a run at the St. James. Pic 
is getting plenty of special exploita- 
tion from Hal Carleton. 

Sir Victor Wilson, prez Motion 
Picture Distribs’ Association. is ex- 
pected to spill plenty to members 
after his recent trip abroad. 

There’s still no word from the gov- 
ernment covering future plans to 
make the Quota Act workable all 
around. With an election looming, 
the act seems to have slipped into 
the backeround for the time being. 

Dave Martin, former g.m. for Lib- 
erty, is going ahead with plans for 
two new theatres in a classy nabe 
spot. Martin has secured financial 
backing and is ail set. One theatre 











will be used for legit and the other 
for pix. 

Marcus show quits here in two 
weeks after clicking up smash fig- 
ures right from the premiere for 
Fullers-Snider-Dean. A. B. Marcus 
should take out a healthy profit from 
the local season alone. For 10 weeks 
cash payees have been rushing the 
b.o. at $2 top. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Mort H. Singer a visitor. 

Don Gilensky new Columbia assist- 
ant booker. 

Harold Field back from a tour of 
his Iowa theatres. 


torium Nov. 6 to 13. 

L. L. Savage, Columbia New York 
home-office auditor, in town. 

Pat Halloran, Paramount broker, 
in hospital with kidney ailment. 

Twin City Variety club holding 
open house on football Saturdays. 

Milton Schossberg, from Para- 
mount’s New York home-office, in 
town. 

Jack and Jim MacKay, localites. 
with Fred Waring’s ‘Pennsylvanians’ 
at Orpheum. 
, F. KF. Vincent, Universal ex- 
ploiteer, here from Kansas City to 
plug ‘100 Men and Girl.’ 

John Clark, 20th-Fox general man- 
ager in charge of distribution, to 
visit local branch this month. 


Verne Sessler transferred by 
Paramount from Sioux Falls’ sales 
force to Minneapolis, succeeding 


Ernie Hill, who resigned to join 
Warner Brothers. 

Ushers averted panic among 900 
patrons at Bijou, lower loop subse- 
quent run house, when fire broke out 
in the picture projection booth and 
filled theatre with smoke. 


RKO-UA Deals 


(Continued from page 3) 

















with Korda, and also to meet rep- 
resentatives of Prudential Assurance 
(Lever), who are expected here 
from London in the next few days. 

Rose took several proposals with 
him to London and it is felt that 
while the Prudential representatives 
are here, with Korda and Murray 
Silverstone, possibly also coming, 
that the U. A. option situation will 
be finally clarified and concluded, 
one way or another. 

Intimations are that the Pruden- 
tial representatives are coming here 
to talk over the amalgamation idea 
with RKO, besides that UA deal, but 
they may have other ideas also. 

Market conditions here are such as 
to have stymied several pending 
financial deals, aggregating several 
millions as represented by refinanc- 
ing deals for Educational (Ham- 
mons) Co. and the Republic Pictures 
(Yates). 

Negotiations for other large-scale 
financing deals in filmdom are 
therefore to be considered precarious 
at this time. That market angle will 
play a big part in any proposal that 
the Goldwyn-Korda lads consider, 
unless United Artists should alto- 
gether swerve under 100% British 
financial domination. That’s held to 
be unlikely. 

This is principally because any U. 
A. financing deal would have to con- 
sider Goldwyn’s dominant position 
in the company as that goes today. 
Nobody believes but that Goldwyn 
will continue to dominate if he has 
anything to say about the matter. 





Minority Suit 











(Continued from page 2) 





menced on the same day as the 
meeting. The verification of the 
complaint before the stockholders’ 
meeting shows that the suit is in en- 
tire disregard of the majority of 
stockholders’ wishes and must have 
been for some ulterior purpose. This 
motion to examine broadly as to 
matters not within the issues of the 
action must be viewed as a mere 
attempt to harass the corporation in 
whose interest the suit purports to 
be brought.’ 

Chris Dunphy, Paramount studio 
director of publicity and advertis- 
ing, arrived in New York Monday 
(11) for the purpose of meeting 
Zukor on latter’s scheduled arrival 
from abroad tomorrow (Thurs.). He 
will accompany Zukor back to the 
Coast. A production berth for 
Dunphy at the Par plant, meantime, 
is up again, without any confirma- 
tion as yet. 





London, Oct. 12. 
Two days before sailing, Adolph 
Zukor said, ‘one thing is certain— 
it would be a big mistake for us to 
enter the British field here without 
organizing from the ground up and 
doing it in big way. This will take a 





long time.’ 





! 


Hollywood 3 


Pete Harrison in for two weeks. 

Eric Hatch back from New York 

Everett Riskin siestaing at Carmei. 

Tom Keene on hoss-buying trek to 
Arizonia, 
_ Gladys George recovering follow. 
ing jaw op. 

Charles F., Gordon here for busi- 
ness confabs. 

Jeff Lazarus hospitalized at Cedars 
for major op. 

Leland Hayward winged in from 
his N. Y. office. 

Clark Gable back from vacash to 





| start “Test Pilot.’ 


Auto Show scheduled for Audi- | 





Ivan Kahn moves 
as a talent scout. 

Irving Mills in from N. Y. to make 
Variety recordings. 

Maurice Conn and Ricardo Cortez 
arrived from N. Y. 

Milton Berle arrived for chores in 
‘Radio City Revels.’ 

Donald E. Baruch joined Metro 
as story consultant. 

David Carlyle changed his mon- 
icker to Robert Page. 

Viola Brothers Shore departed on 
a globe-girdling tour. 

Walter Reich, German scripter, 
here to start Metro contract. 

Joseph Moscowitz, N. Y. rep of 
20th-Fox, here for studio confaks. 

Bert Gilroy, Paramount § shorts 
producer, underwent an appendec- 
tomy. 


into 20th-Fox 


Raul. and Eva Reyes here for 
rhumba turns in ‘The Goldwyn 
Follies.’ 


Sam Wood took his ‘Navy Blue and 
Gold’ troupe to the Rose Bow! for 
grid sequences, 

J. K. Millen’s new play, ‘The 
Bough Breaks,’ has been peddled for 
Broadway production. 

George Balanchine’s American 
Ballet returned to N.Y. following 
terping in ‘Goldwyn Follies.’ 

Eleanor Holm Jarrett has joined 
the rancherettes in San Fernando 
valley and will build a home. 

Joe Connolly, head. of King Fea- 
tures, here huddling with Walter 
Winchell on contract matters. 

Ad Schulberg in from London ac- 
companyitng Danielle Darrieux, Fer- 
nand Gravet and Rose Stradner. 

Mrs. Connie Chapman in from 
London conferring with her asso- 
ciates of Lyons, McCormick & Lyons. 

Hal Wallis won the annual 
award of the Societe de Paris for 
the most important contribution to 
French culture by an American. 
‘Emile Zola’ was the incentive. 





Chicago 





Catherine Cravan in town. 

Arthur Church en route to N. Y. 

John Van Volkenburg to New 
York. 

Jack Goodman in ahead of the 
Major Bowes unit. 

Mort Singer back in town after 
Minneapolis conference. 

Mary Kerr, Tom Fizdale’s right 
ot in hospital without an appen- 


ix. 

Chicago Charter Jubilee winding 
up this week with ‘Light of Ages 
pageant. 

Milton Berle promising to fly back 
from Coast to do Mayor Kelly’s 
Xmas benefit. 

Plans going ahead for amusement 
parks shows scheduled for the Sher- 
man in November. 

Warner Bros. sales meeting at 
Blackstone Wednesday, conducted 
by Joseph Bernhard, with about 75 
in attendance. 

Press luncheon given by Univer- 
sal in honor of Danniell Darrieux, 
new French importation, but star 
— the boys so agog they couldn't 
eat. 

Pitchmen doing the season’s wind- 
up at Randolph street bridge dedi- 
cation, but a good summer with 
Chicago Charter Jubilee events net- 
ting ’em coin. 

Jerry Lester, Stork Club m.c., be- 


|fore Judge Burke with his attor- 


ney, Henry A. Kalcheim, asking that 
he become Jerry Lester legally, and 
that the original Lester Elliott Gold- 
burg be dropped. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 








Graves Taylor leaving WGAR, 
Starting ad agency of own. 

Jack Osterman burnt up_ over 
rowdy customers at Mayfair Casino. 

Harry Propper looking for a nitery 
site, with Hy Moss, auto dealer, 
backing his come-back. 

Milt Harris, Loew’s State p.a., or- 
dered by doc to take it easier. 
Threatened nervous breakdown. 

Every other nabe cafe now run- 
ning Bingo, and racketeers are cut- 
ting in, demanding a protection fee. 

Postponement of ‘Show Is On 
leaves Hanna dark this week. ‘Mme. 


Bovary’ coming in Oct. 18, taking~ 


place of ‘Doll’s House.’ 

Margaret Carpenter and Mrs. Gor- 
don Stevenson, socialite playwrights. 
here to see premiere of their ‘Other 
Half-Stone’ at Play House. 

Opening of Statler’s $220,000 
dance-and-dinery shifted to mid- 
November because of building de- 
lays. Considering Sammy Kayes 
orch as preemer. : 

Elmer A. Weiner, who is bookings 
Dick Powell into local show 4! 
$11.500 per week, lining up five con- 
certs for civic auditorium as pat’ 
of his Music Hall Artists Series. 
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3 New S. & S. Execs 


Street & Smith announced Monday 
(1) the appointment of three new 
execs, John M. Peterson going is as 
general manager and v.-p. For 
the past 15, years he has been asso- 
ciated with Scripps-Howard news- 
papers and has been advertising di- 
rector there for the last five years. 
The other additions are A. E. 
Church, controller, formerly with 
Reynolds Metals, and F. S. Forsberg, 
research director, formerly with R. 
H. Donnelly. 

Artemas Holmes, president of the 
firm, stated, that these appointments 
complete the: firm’s internal reor- 
ganization which has been under the 
supervision of Marvin Bower of 
McKinsey, Wellington & Co. 





La Guardia Book Out 


Book on Mayor La Guardia, by 
Jay Franklin, which is published by 
Modern Age-Books, and was to be 
withdrawn this week, was released 
yesterday, with two objectionable 
sehtences cut. , 

There are 50,000 copies in the edi- 
tion, which is one of a series of 35c. 
paper cover books. 

A protest against the snipping of 
the two passages was sent to Mod- 
ern Age Books by Jay Franklin who 
called the action ‘informal censor- 
ship.’ 





Jack Miley’s New Chore 


Jack Miley formerly sports col- 
lumnist with the Daily News, N. Y., 
is now with the King Features syn- 
dicate. He has a general assignment 
calling for two stories weekly, Satur- 
day afternoon Journal magazine be- 
ing an outlet. 

Miley declined to accept a shift to 
the News city room recently at the 
instance of that tab’s sports editor, 
Jimmy Powers, with whom he had 
differences. He accepted the new 
post without a formal contract, since 
Hearst is not issuing termers to 
those joining his organization. 





For Purist English 


Writing’ in World’s Press News, 
London, A. E. Wilson, drama critic 
of the London Star, captiously chides 
British journalists for ‘slavish copy- 
ing of American vulgarity.’ 

‘Have our young men of the popu- 
lar Press no originality? Do they 
read nothing but Variety? Why do 
editors permit_and encourage such 
things?’ he wants to know. As a 
‘horrible’ example is cited a burlesk 
review from Variety of a couple of 
strippers. 

‘Is this not appaling? Does not 
this hideous mistreatment of the 
English language by illiterate aliens 
make one shudder? Yet this dread- 
ful jargon—the idiom of film gang- 
sters, of Chicago crooks and Bowery 
toughs—appears to be the accepted 
ideal. At least it is the aim of their 
‘gossipers’ and their bright young 
writers and reporters to copy the 
stuff.’ 





$1,000,000 Libel Suit 


George Antheil next week is to ap- 
pear in court as defendant along 
with Esquire mag in the $1,000,000 
libel suit filed by Dr. Louis Berman. 
Story about glands by Antheil in the 
mag mentioned a Dr.:Louis whom the 
plaintiff charges is assumed to be 
himself. He seeks redress for dam- 
ages to his professional rep. 

The defendant has been musical 


scorer on Cecil B. DeMille produc- 
tions. 





Candid Bugs’ Mag 

Minicam is a new picture mag for 
candid camera fans just out with 
Kenneth Houston editing and Her- 
bert McKay, technical editor. As- 
sociates are Karl A. Barleban, Jr., 
H. Crowell Pepper and Jacob 
Deschin. Mag is pocket size and sells 
for a quarter. 

There are a flock of such picture 
_Mags in the market at the present 
time due to the rapid growth of 
Candid camera fans. First dealer’s 
trade paper out last month is Photo- 
graphic Retailing, edited by Harry 
Burdick, containing 32 pages and 
Selling for 15 cents, 

Popular Photography is another 
new mag started earlier this year. 
Others, established longer, are Leica 
Photography, Zeiss Magazine, Ameri- 
can Photography, which incorporates 
10 publications, Photographic Quar- 
lerly, The Camera, and Movie 
Makers, published by the Amateur 
Cinema League. 

Similar English publications are 


Amateur Cine World and Photog- 
raphy. 





Newsmen Sell One 
Paramount has just bought ‘Emer- 
gency Squad,’ an original from 
Michael Raymond (King Features) 


and Bob Musel (United Press). Deal 
handled direct. 








In the Eye 





Allistair Cooke, commentator 
over WEAF, last Wednesday 
(6) night was discussing the 
N. Y. Herald Tribune’s public 
affairs forum. 

‘As usual,’ cracked the spiel- 
er, ‘the story was covered much 
better in the Times.’ 











Hearst By-Liners Move 
Editorial workers on Hearst’s L. A. 
Examiner, currently the pivotal 
point of the Newspaper Guild's fight | 





to gain a foothoid in Los Angeles, | 
are watching the movement of high- 
bracket workers bell-wethered by 
Film Columnist Louella Parsons into 
the News Workers and Reporters | 
Union, Local No. 1, being sponsored | 
by the American Federation of | 
Labor. Miss Parsons has pulled | 
along with her Erskine Johnson, film 
writer; Countess Conchita Sepulveda 
Pignatelli and Elaine St. Maur, so- 
ciety scribs. 








Ceast Hearstians Flee 

Leading editorial lights of 
L. A. Examiner, asserting they 
certain the sheet is to be sold, 
ducking away as soon as they can | 
obtain jobs. Latest to leave are| 
Otto Winkler, Hollywood newsman, | 
who joined the Metro flackery, and | 
A. M. Rochlen, who has snagged a | 
public relations spot. Other resigna- | 
tions are said to be in the offing. 

Gallice Goes Ins 

Paul Gallico, former sports editor 
and columnist for the News, N. Y., 
is joining the staff of International 
News Service. He will byline spe- 
cial stories but no sports. 

Gallico has been living in Eng- 
land, where he purchased a house 
last year. He sails for New York 
this week and due to start with INS 
Nov. 1. Reported salary is $40,000. 


the 
are | 
are 








Francis Wallace Activities 

Francis Wallace, who quit sports 
to write magazine fiction, has turned 
out his first non-sports yarn, it being 
‘One Man Woman,’ bought by Red 
Book. Story has to do with coal 
miners. He has completed a four- 
time football serial called ‘Razzle 
Dazzle’ for the Saturday Evening 
Post. 

Metro has bought the film rights, 
deal calling for Wallace to go to 
Hollwood in January for a six week 
advisory job. 





| tired. 


|respondent of the old New York 
| Tribune, died at the home of his 


|8. He first gained recognition in the 





Cashing In On ‘Charlie’ 

Flacks in the Samuel Goldwyn 
ow department are responsible 
or a nonfiction yarn tagged ‘I’m a 
Dummy’s Stooge,’ which George Bye, 
New York literary agent, has placed 
with the Saturday Evening Post. 
Edgar Bergen, the papa of Charlie 
McCarthy, will ge* co-author’s 
credit. Jock Lawrence, Goldwyn 
publicity head, also wants to do a 
— with Bergen under latter's by- 
ine, 





Vanderbilt’s Coast Stay 

Neil Vanderbilt, Variety roving 
rep, is currently hiding in Hoelly- 
wood pounding out pieces for 
Liberty on the projected visit of the 
Windsors to America, he having 
predicted months ago that the Duke 
and Duchess would come here to 
study housing conditions among the 
peasantry, with Hollywood sure to 
be penciled in, not so much to make 
a tour of the studios as to meet 
group who plan low cost ($5,000) 
homes for California between now 
and 1940. 

Officially Vanderbilt’ checked out 
in Star Dust, his deluxe trailer, 
which has so far run up a bill of 
$55.60 for parking privileges in 21,299 
miles of travel, for Nevada last 
week, but actually he’s still in Hol- 
ly wood. 





Book Pub Employes Vote 
First National Labor Relations 
Board election in the book publish- 
ing field will be held on Oct. 14, 
when the 447 Book of the Month 
Club employes will vote to determine 
whether or not they wish to have 





the Book and Magazine Guild rep- 
resent them collectively. 

Guild is the publishing local of 
the United Office and Professional | 
Workers of America, a CIO union. 





Levin’s Jaunt Abroad 

Meyer Levin, cinema crick of Es- 
quire and author of recent best- 
seller, ‘The Old Bunch,’ off for four- 
month jaunt to Europe. 

Will take look at pix situation 
abroad, and try to get some of his 
own writing done. 

New San Antone Sports Tab 

‘No Foolin,’ a new all-sports tab 
weekly, hit the streets Oct. 1. Re- 
tailing at é nickel a copy and edited 
and published by Jack O’Brien, for- 
merly sports editor and columnist 
on the San Antonio ‘Evening News,’ 
it is the only one of its kind in the 
Alamo City. 





LITERATI DEATHS THIS WEEK 

Edward Baker, 68, sports editor o1 
the Ottawa Citizen since 1922, died 
from a heart attack on Oct. 6 in 
New York City. He had come to 
New York to cover the world series. 

Charles L. Lancaster, 79, Pittsburgh 
newspaperman, died Oct. 8. Born in 
London. In 1899 went to Cleveland 
on the Leader, shifting to Pittsburgh 
and the old Chronicle-Telegraph and 
Gazette Times four years later. In 
1915 became city editor of the Sun. 
He held this post until 1927 when the 
Sun and Chronicle Telegraph were 
purchased by W. R. Hearst and 
merged, at which time Lancaster re- 
Every year since then he has 
been honored at an annual banquet 
given by Pittsburgh newspapermen, 
still active in the profession, who| 
worked under him. 

Joseph Blethen, 67, former presi- 
dent of the Seattle Times Co. and a 
playwright and magazine writer died 
of a heart ailment in Reno, Nev., on 
Oct. 7. 

Edgar L. Murlin, 89, long on the 
city staff and later legislative cor- 





daughter in Greenwich, N. Y., Oct. 


newspaper world through his story 
of the fire in Augustin Daly’s Fifth 
Avenue theatre on New. Year’s Day, | 
in 1869. 

Mrs. Amelia Mott Gummere, 78, | 
author, died at her home in Haver- | 
ford, Pa., Thursday (7). She was! 
recognized as an_ authority on | 
Quaker custom. Among many books | 
she wrote were ‘The Quaker, a Study 
in Costume’ and ‘Quaker in the} 
Forum.’ 

Mrs. Clara Ruge, 81, and for more 
than 30 years a drama critic for the 
German language daily ‘New Yorker 
Volkszeitung,’ died on Oct.9 of heart 
disease at Lake Mahopac, N. Y. 

Paul Vaillant-Couturier, 45, and 
editor of Humanite, died in Paris in 
a clinie on Oct. 10. 





CHATTER 


Zora Hurston back from Haiti. 

Ivan Sanderson has gone to Cuba. 

Harold Hersey has written a bio 
of Margaret Sanger. 

Federal Writers’ in N.Y.C. plan- 
ning a dictionary of slang. 

New Challenge, to be published in 
Harlem, is new Negro publication 
due soon. 

See, the new five cent photo mag 
out this week (10). Arthur Brack- 
man editing. 

Stefan Zweig’s first novel in sev- 
eral years ‘The Buried Candelabrum’ 








will be out this week. 

Russell F. Anderson has _ been 
transferred from N. Y. to the Chi- 
cago bureau of International News 
Service. 

Gordon Hayward’s first novel pub- 
lished in England by Gollancz will 
be brought out here next spring by 
Hillman-Curl. 

Dexter Masters, former trade 
paper writer, has a book titled ‘How 
to Live Without Women.’ Bobbs- 
Merrill publishing. 

Gerry Breitigam has extended his 
leave of absence from the N. Y. 
World-Telegram and is still on the 
Warner lot in Hollywood. 

Meredith Williams, columnist of 
Scripps-Howard Oklahoma News, 
has kegun a regular radio program 
over KTOK and the Oklahoma Net- 
work as ‘Bill Newton.’ 

Ernest Heyn, executive editor of 
Photoplay and Movie Mirror, on the 
Coast to line up stories and art, with 
Heyworth Campbell, Photoplay art 
editor, accompanying. 

George Antheil, composer, author- 
ing a newspaper column, ‘Boy Ad- 
vises Girl,’ being used by 24 papers. 

Life assigned Paul Dorsey, its 
Coast bulber, to shoot a series of 
photos showing progress of the 
Newspaper Guild’s fight for recogni- 
tion in Los Angeles. 

The Rob Wagners sail Jan. 5 on a 
seven-month world’s cruise, their 
first extended vacation in many 
years. Tom Moriarity, Frisco man- 
ager, takes over direction of Rob 
Wagner's Script, Beverly Hills pub- 
lication, during the publisher’s ab- 
sence. | 

Robert Berkov, three years man- | 
ager of the United Press Shanghai | 





| bureau, arrived at Los Angeles har- | 


bor recently bearing the mss. of | 


|a novel written around the life and | 
|achievements of 
| Kai-Shek. While on leave from the! 


Marshal Chiang | 
Orient Berkov will make a lecture | 
tour of the U>S. 

Ralph Thompson of the N. y.| 
Times will be chairman for a sym- | 
posium on Inspirational Books to be | 
held next week (18) in N. Y. Dr.| 
Joseph Jastrow, Milton Wright, Clif- 
ton Fadiman and Ralph Bates will | 
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Football 


By Dick Fishell 





No more horse-hide, so the pigskin | the Ram will provide the upset of 


takes top billing for the next two 
months with the season already un- 
der full swing, judging from the up- 
sets already scored. This week’s 
schedulé is a honey, so let’s go to| 
work. 
Alabama at Tennessee 
’Bama seems to have the stuff, with | 





|} a powerhouse attack led by Joe Kil- | 


grow. The Volunteers of Tennessee 
fought a _ scoreless tie, with the 
Dukes last week and rank almost on 
a par with the tide, but ‘Bama is 
the Rose Bowl favorite and should 


| Win. 


Auburn at Mississippi State 
Sweet Auburn has a great defen- 


| stone, 


the day. 
Harvard at Navy 

It’s now or never for Dick Har- 
low, and Navy’s good team under a 
new coach will act as a stepping 
The Harvard lads almost 
made it a year ago, but just fell 
short. This is the beginning of a 
new era. 
Illineis at Indiana 
two members of the 


These Big 


| Ten surprised even themselves with 
| a tie against Notre Dame and a one- 
| touchdown defeat by Minnesota. The 


coaching is tops, with Zupke versus 


McMillan, with the material giving a 


slight preference to Indiana, 








sive record, but in their two big- | Iowa at Wisconsin 
time games have been unable to | That Iowa team lost to the Wash- 
chalk up a single tally. State, ington Huskies 14-0, while Wiscon- 
J 
Probable Football Winners 
And Proper Odds 
By DICK FISHELL 
(Oct. 16, 1937) 
(Inter-City Network Sports Commentator) 

SCHOOLS WINNER ODDS 
Alabama at Tennessee ....... (bv IE 5 a cas cee tae's 6/5 
Auburn at Mississippi State.......Mississippi State ............ Even 
Dartmedth at Brewe .......»<0bs MAMORU Fic ck ctccoccccce. OVE 
Notre Dame at Carnegie Tech....Notre Dame .................-. 2/1 
Princeton at Chicago ............ SPOON c44 es's04s.0 etek tees 2%/1 
Tulane and Colgate at Buffalo....Colgate ..........66.. 50ee8 es 5/6 
POR GE IEE. ode hoes ky 08 ds IIE «od a bid kava ccadeadebon 8/5 
Cornell at Syracuse ........... ... Cornell Pree eee. oe oe 24/1 
Duke at Georgia Tech......... {VeRO PEE oo 5.cans becaicesa - 8/6 
Pittsburgh at Fordham ..... is Ro EEE bk OG 1 ada ke ws Oe ee e 1/2 
Harvard at Navy ........... sdcs Mg Ghs 64 Senda taens sveane 5/6 
Sitimoia Ht IMGIAMS ... 0500 seceded jE ok on 60640 mana 60 3 epee heb Even 
Towa at Wiscensim ........sceeee v5 WOMNOGNENEED nc eeecsecceceese csee O/B 
Mississippi at L. S. U. ........... Se eer yee. BA ror Lei a 2/1 
Villanova at Manhattan .,........ Villamova ........... occccesecmeVeM 
Minnesota at Michigan ........... Missmemete 2... ccc ccsee ° . 24/1 
Northwestern at Purdue ......... Northwestern ..... joeeeéece 2/1 
Oregon at So. California.......... So. California ....... Eure t ; eae 
Texas A. & M. at Texas ChristianTexas A. & M. ....cceseeeeees 8/5 
ge A es SP ey eee 60 0:06'066660s 600 cme 
Washington at Washington State..Washington ......cecseeeeeee+ 9/5 

(Predictions Based on Fair Weather) 
COPYRIGHT, 1937, BY VARIETY, INC. 











coached by Major Sasse, formerly 
of West Point, has quite some foot- 
ball timber which will not be 
stopped. 


Dartmouth at Brown 
Brown was smothered by the boys 
from Harvard, while Dartmouth has 
not yet faced a major foe. There is 
no question that experience and 
manpower lies on the Dartmouth 
side, and they’ll have easy pickin’s. 
Netre Dame at Carnegie Tech 
Tech is improving with each game, 
and they’re adapting themselves 
rather nicely to their new offensive 
system, but the Irish, unable to get 
moving at first, should grab the knot 
here by at least two touchdowns, 
Princeton at Chicago 
The Sophomore Tiger learned 
many a lesson from Cornell which 
will serve them in good stead in the 
Windy City. The Chicago team 
has not the facilities for grabbing 
prep school stars. This should be an 
easy victory for Princeton. 
Tulane-Colgate at Buffalo 
Neither of these teams has shown 
a thing, with Colgate looking atro- 
cious against Cornell. If Andy Kerr 
can bring them back mentally and 
make them forget their drubbing of 
two weeks ago they should grab a 
close decision from the Green Wave. 
Penn at Columbia 
Penn’s powerful and experienced 
forward wall has been no help to 
their ball-carriers. There's a lack of 
blocking and cohesion here, while 
Lou Little’s Lions looked very im- 
pressive against Army. This will 
wind up a Sid Luckman victory, 
Cornell at Syracuse 
We know what the Snavely team 
can do, but Ossie Solem at Syta- 
cuse has yet to prove himself. This 
Syracuse squad is just a fair ball 





team with better coaches than play- 
ers. It'll be a tough battle, with 
Cornell’s Baker and Peck providing 
the long end. 
Duke at Georgia Tech 
These two clubs were in about 





the same setup a year ago, with both 

undefeated and both showing much 

power. 

own field. 
Atlanta and they'll eke it out. 
Pittsburgh at Fordham 

Jock Sutheland brings to New 


| 
} 


Duke won that one on their | gain a 


sin has been battering down every= 
thing in its path. They're definitely 
on the upgrade and plenty tough, 
Wisconsin’s the cherce. 
Mississippi at LSU 

Ole Miss has not been able to get 
functioning, while Louisiana is one 
of the most formidable aggregations 


in the country. If there’s no let- 
down, LSU will keep its record 
clean, 


Villanova at Manhattan 
It’s been a lot of years since the 
Greenies of Manhattan have been 
able to shoot that cannon after a 
Villa Nova shindig. The Michigan 
team was strong against Michigan 
State defensively but still lacked the 
touchdown formula. It'll be a Villa- 
nova passing game that again will 
light their bonfires. 
Minnesota at Michigan 
Michigan is coming, but. the 
Gopher is there—the wide difference 
in this conflict being the material, 
Minnesota having a terrific advant- 
age, 
Purdue at Northwestern 
The Boilermakers lack that vital 
spark, It’s a power team and gains 
more yardage in the center of the 
field but misses on the payoff stripe. 
Waldorf’s Northwestern  wildcats 
after a brief letdown, will again 
stampede. 
Oregon at Southern California 
Southern Cal has found itself and 
though not entirely deserving of the 
Ohio State win, they look better 
than they have in a long spell. Ore- 
gon’s plenty tough. USC should 
check ‘em with Amby Schindler 
leading the parade, 
Texas A & M at Texas Christian 
TCU is not up to its °36 team, 
while the Aggies with about the 
same squad, have shown in defeat- 
ing Manhattan and Mississippi State, 


| that they’re a little bit of all right. 


Here’s the case of Mr. Todd going 
to town for a Texas A & M triumph. 
Army at Yale 

Two tough teams, with the cadets 
having the better line, but the bull- 
dogs the better backs. Army will 
lot more yardage on the 


This is Tech’s turn in | ground, but Little Boy Blue in the 


| Person of Clint Frank, one of the 


| 


country’s greatest backs, will 


pro- 
vide the winning points for 


New 


speak under joint auspices of Book | York the greatest team in the nation, | Haven. 
Washington at Washington State 


and Magazine Guild and The League 
of American Writers. 

‘Apollo Sleeps,’ by Daphne Green- 
wood (Messner), is by the wife of 
Michael Shathin, Japanese rep for 
Warner Bros. 





It has manpower three deep, and 
speed and class. Fordham, always 
great defensively, has more scoring 


of a bit of dissension and over-confi- 


The Washington Huskies are not 


| what they used to be, but State with 
abitity than ever before, and because | the loss of Ed Goddard are merely 


mediocre. Captain Waskowitz will 


dence in that Pitt camp, we believe pass State into submission. 
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EDWARD BELASCO 


Edward Belasco, 63, youngest 
brother of the late David Belasco, 
died at his home in San Francisco, 
Oct. 10, after a long illness. Remains 
of the late theatre operator were in- 
terred at Hills of Eternity cemetery 





in San Francisco, where he was 
born, 

Many of the actors’ Belasco} 
brought from the N. Y. Stage to Cal- | 
ifornia later became film stars. | 


Among his best known Coast pro- | 
ductions were ‘Grand Hotel,’ ‘Cat | 
and the Fiddle,’ ‘Front Page’ and | 
‘Racket,’ ‘Devil’s Plum Tree.’ He was | 
formerly associated with Homer | 
Curran and Henry Duffy. 

Among current film stars Belasco 
brought to California from the east 
are Edward G. Robinson, Fredric 
March, Helen Gahagan, Lionel Bar- 
rymore, Edward Arnold and Boris 
Karloff. 

He began his career in association 
with his brother, the late Frederick 
Belasco. Together they operated the 
Alcazar, Central and Alhambra the- 
atres in San Francisco. With the 
death of Frederick in 1921, Edward 
left San Francisco and organized 
Belasco Productions, Inc., an unsuc- 
cessful film -enture that brought out 
four Hollywood productions. The 
corporation was liquidated in 1925, 
His next association was with Fred 
Butler, father of David Butler, film 
director. With capital furnished by 
the late E. L. Doheny, oil magnate, 
they built the $750,000 Belasco the- 
atre in Los Angeles, where they pro- 
duced ‘Gentlemen Prefer Blondes’ 
as the opening play in 1926. 

Butler died in 1929 and Belasco 
then became associated with Homer 
Curran in the operation of the Cur- 
ran theatre, San Francisco. He had 
been returned from show business 
since 1934 and had been in ill health 
for several years. His widow, two 
children and a brother survive. 





EENST LUZ 


years. 


| had been there for 
| years. 


\to New York. 





Ernst Luz, 59, former general 
musical director for the Loew thea- 
tres, died at his home in Flushing, 
N. Y., last week after a lingering ill- 
ness, 

He began his professional career 
at the age of 13, when he came to 
New. York from his home in Allen- 
town, Pa., and obtained a position as 
trumpet in the pit orchestra of the 
old Niblo’s Garden. In 1909 he be- 
came pianist at the Broadway thea- 
tre, operated by Marcus Loew and 
three years later was made musical 
director of the five houses then com- 
prising the Loew circuit. By 1912 
the circuit had grown and he had 
1,600 musicians and 50 organists 
working under him. He resigned 
when the advent of the talking pic- 
ture and the substitution of mechani- 
cal music reduced his staff to negli- 
gible proportions, He took over the 
active management of the Photo 
Play Music Co., which he had run 
as a side line during the greater part 
of his Loew connection; the com- 
pany being the first to cater to the 
musical neéds of the picture thea- 
tres. He also became associated with 
the Music Publishers Protective 
Assn, 

He is survived by his widow and 
two sons, the latter forming the firm 
of Luz Bros., music publishers. 





LOTTIE BURKE 

Mrs. Loretta M. Finlay, 65, of the 
vaudeville team of Finlay and Burke, 
died in New Bedford, Mass., Sept. 30. 
With her husband, she had played 
the big vaudeville time and had 
been featured in the road tours of 
Cohan’s shows, ‘The American Idea,’ 
‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ and had 
played with Ward and Vokes. 

She is survived by her daughters, 
Marion Finlay (Finlay and Gates), 
and Mrs. Lawrence Sansone, for- 





merly of the Mutual wheel, and 
three grandchildren. 
MAY HENDERSON 
May Henderson, 52, vaudeville 


black-face comedienne for 40 years, 
died in Dulwich Hospital, London, 
Sept. 28. 

She was known as the Dusky Com- 


edy Queen and retired 10 years ago. | 


Survived by her husband, Bert Bur- 
nell, of the Four Burnells, and two 
sons, known on the variety stage as 
the Jee Boys. 





ARTHUR GUY 
Arthur Guy, 65, one of the Guy 
Bros. minstrel show and later a 
standard vaude act, died in Chicago 
on Sept. 28. After several years 
with the minstrel show, Guy left it 


ARIES 


to do a vaude act with his wife and 
son, and played the western time, 
particularly for Pantages, for many 


Later gave up vaude, in order to 
escape travel, and became ticket 
taker at the Rialto in Chicago. He 
the past six 


Widow and son survive. 
Chicago. 


Burial in 


BERNARD MORIARTY 
Bernard A. Moriarty, 48, film 
producer, died in Hollywood, Oct. 
7, after a brief illness from pneu- 
monia. He was stricken a few days 
after his return from a business trip 


Moriarty was associated with E. 
B. Derr as treasurer of the Crescent 
Motion Picture Corp., independent 
film producers. He made the jour- 
ney from New York with his close 
friend, Pat Casey, producer labor 
co-ordinator, with whom he resided 
in Beverly Hills. 

Body was shipped to Springfield, 





Mass., for burial, with Thomas S. 
Moriarty, a brother, of Springfield, 
accompanying, 





NELLIS PEARL 
Nellis Pearl, 71, former vaudeville 


actress and agent, died Oct. 9 in 
Chicago from injuries in fall in 
home. 


She did aerial act in vaudeville 
and fairs for years before quitting 
stage to open own Chicago agency 
with Western Vaudeville-Orpheum 
franchise. She had been out of busi- 
ness for about eighteen years at 
time of death, 

A daughter survives, 
Chicago. 


Burial in 





ELOISE HALL 

Eloise Hall, entertainer at Fair 
room at Fairmont hotel at Fairmont, 
W. Va., and on programs at Station 
WMMN at Fairmont for two years 
previously, died at Elkins, W. Va., 
Oct. 7 from injuries received earlier 
that day in an automobile accident. 
Dr. C. H. Hall, Elkins city physi- 
cian, helped give his daughter emer- 
gency treatment without recognizing 
her and it was some time after she 
died that he learned her identity. 
She was riding with Howard Wolfe, 
WMMN announcer, when the car 
side-swiped another. 





CECIL U. PRICE 

Cecil U. Price, 44, manager of KFH, 
Wichita Eagle radio station, died 
Oct. 5, after serious illness of three 
weeks, resulting from work with 
poison. gases in eastern chemical 
laboratory during World War. 

Following war he went to Wichita 
to become secretary-treasurer of 











IN FOND MEMORY OF 
MY FRIEND 


M. L. MALEVINSKY 


Who Died Oct. 17, 1932 
Jerry Vogel 


radio company there. Became busi- 
ness manager of KFH in 1931. Since 
then station was modernized, new 
downtown studios were opened and 
power of station was increased from 
1000 to 5000 watts. 

He is survived by his wife, mother 
and brother. 





ROBERT DONALDSON 
Robert Donaldson, 41, scenarist and 
film publicist, died in Hollywood 
Oct. 11. He left the managership of 
the L. A. United Press Bureau to 
become a press agent and worked 
at many studios before writing 
screen plays. He also authored sev- 

eral short stories for magazines. 

Mother and brother survive. 





CHARLES A, PRINCE 
Charles Adams Prince, 68, retired 
musical director, died in San Rafael, 
Calif., Oct. 10. 
He was with Columbia and Victor 





recording studios and was associated 
with late Florenz Ziegfeld for five 
| years. 





JAMES M. HAYS 
James M. Hays, about 40, former 
announcer, radio editor and agency 
| exec, committed suicide in the Al- 
legheny River, Pittsburgh, Oct. 1, 
| 1937. He was despondent over loss 
of eye in recent accident. 
Story in radio section, 





' 

| 

RICHARD J. HORGAN 

| Richard J. Horgan, 66, veteran 
| Minneapolis theatre man, died Oct. 
/1, 1937, following a heart attack. 
| He was manager of the Metropolitan 
| theatre, legit roadshow house, until 
jit was tora down several months 


ago and before that managed the 


Lyceum, another legit house. Dur- 

ing his career he also managed nu- 

merous other theatrical ventures. 
A widow and two-sons survive, 





TOM CORBY 

Tom Corby, 59, advertising agent 
of the Cox theatre, Cincinnati, and 
secretary of the Billposters’ Union, 
local No. 11, was fatally injured Oct. 
9, when he fell 16 feet into a coal 
chute. He died three hours later 
from spinal injuries and a punctured 
lung. 

A vet bill poster, he trooped with 
circuses when a young man. For 
many years he was on the staff of 
legit and picture houses in Cincin- 
nati. 

Survived by his widow, a son and 
daughter. 





REDFERNE HOLLINSHEAD 

Redferne Hollinshead, 52, died in 
Yonkers, N. Y., Oct. 6, after an ill- 
ness of three weeks. 

Primarily a choir singer, he had 
done considerable radio work on 
both CBS and NBC, including the 
Majestic and Atwater-Kent  pro- 
grams. He retired about two years 
ago, 





EDWARD S. ISHAM 


Edward S. Isham, 70, died in 
Brielle, N. J., Oct. 6, of cerebral 
hemorrhage. 


He had sung with the Savoy Opera 
troupe in England and later sang 
with the Bostonians in this country, 
with the latter creating the part of 
Little John in ‘Robin Hood,’ 

He is survived by an adopted son, 
Ralph Christman Isham, a distant 
relative. 





HENRY RUSSELL 

Henry Russell, 63, former man- 
aging director of the Boston Opera 
Co., died in London, Oct. 11. 

He was brought to Boston from 
Covent Garden in.1905 and later 
went to the Metropolitan. He re- 
turned to London following a season 
at the Paris opera. 





ANGELO MUSCO 
Angelo Musco, called Italy’s lead- 
ing comedian, died of a heart attack 
at a rehearsal in Milan Oct. 6. 
He was seen in America in 1927, 
playing several weeks at the Man- 
hattan Opera House, and on tour. 





LEONARD STEVANS 

Leonard Stevans, 48, pianist-com- 
poser, died Oct. 8 in Los Angeles of 
pneumonia. Among numbers he 
wrote was ‘I Faw Down and Go 
Boom.” 

Widow, son, daughter, 
Remains were cremated. 


survive. 





Mrs. Henry Emde, mother of Rus- 








sel Emde, one time manager of 
Proctor’s Troy theatre and now sta- 
tioned in Mount Vernon, died in 
East Orange, N. J., Oct. 7. 





Mother of C. Lester Henderson 
died at her home in Cleveland 
Sept. 22. 


Benefit Chiz 


(Continued from page 1) 














theatrical charities, after administra- 
tion expenses. 

Besides extending the non-appear- 
ance rule to cover ‘celebrity nights’ 
at which film, legit, radio and con- 
cert names are used to draw custom- 
ers, the TA figures on putting it into 
effect nationally. National plan 
would involve reps in all the key 
cities to 0.0. ‘benefit’ setups, check on 
appearance by members of the co- 
operating groups and collect the 
15%. Since the work would not 
warrant the expense of a special 
rep for the new work, Equity, SAG, 
AFRA, AGMA or AFA officials in 
the cities involved would be asked 
to assume the added duties. 

An international angle would cover 
‘benefit? shows on ocean and coast- 
wise ships. Plan is to delegate reps 
in the various countries to 0.0. ship- 
board benefits and collect the re- 
quired rap. As outlined tentatively, 
the funds thus raised would go to 
the theatrical charity in whatever 
port from which the boat sails. 

Although the enlarged TA plan 
has not been submitted to the mem- 
berships of the various performer 
organizations, all are generally 
figured to favor the proposal. Idea 
is that it not only boosts their 
charities, but it gives them a perfect 
alibi when approached for ‘benefit’ 
appearances. Nearly all performers 
explain they’re always agreeable for 
McCoy benefits, but the phoney kind 


to all name performers. TA had 
seriously crimped the phoney affairs 
the last few seasons and it’s figured 
the racket will be almost completely 
wiped out when all the performer 
groups join the drive. 





has always been a major headache | 


———=s, 











News Frank the Dailies | 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit for 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 








East 


U. S. Camera Salon to open Oct. 
19. Preview the day before. About 
| 700 prints from professionals and 
| amateurs, 
| Juilliard School announces world 
| premiere of ‘The Sleeping Beauty’ 

Jan. 19. John Erskine libretto and 

music by Beryl Rubinstein. Two 

performances in Cleveland will fol- 
low the school premiere. 








} 


| Metropolitan Opera Guild held 
first meeting of the season last 
Wednesday. Edward Johnson guest 
of honor. Gave ’em a pep talk. 


Sam Grisman has changed ‘Na- 
ture’s Nobleman’ to ‘Work Is for 
Horses.’ 


French Theatre has arranged to 
present the players of the Theatre 
Quarte Seasons, of Paris, in an en- 
gagement at the Barbizon-Plaza. 
Opens Oct. 26 for preview, with reg- 
ular season starting Nov. 1. 


Women warned that projected boy- 
_cott on Jap goods would up the price 
of silk stockings, 


Heinz Ruhe, son of the a nimal im- 

porter, cleared. of a charge of drunk 

eetveny. Said he had only had two 
ers, 


Son of Josef Hoffman seeking a 
program of his dad’s first concert at 
the Metropolitan 50 years ago. Wants 
it for a collection, 

Male fashion show at the Waldorf 
last Thursday drew. quite a handful 
of men at $50 per. Male models only. 

Brian Aherne, flying in from the 

coast, grounded near Phila. last 
Thursday, 
_ Women’s University Club to quit 
its home. Membership has shrunk 
and house is now too large for its 
income. 

Five war veterans fined from $50 
to $200 in Trenton fo* running a lot- 
tery. Proceeds were used to help 
destitute vets, but held to be no miti- 
gation. 

Grover Whalen now officially head 
of the N. Y. World’s Fair. Has given 
up all other connections to devote 
his time to the project. 

Spotlight Players, amateur White 
Plains organization, opened the sea- 
son last Friday with ‘First Lady.’ 
Sponsored by Contemporary Club. 

Peggy Stokes, dancer, suing her 
husband, Dr. Edward G. Gierding, 
for divorce, testified he wanted her 
to do a strip-tease act, telling her 
the high salaries paid Ann Corio and 
others. She’s the daughter of the 
former governor of New Jersey. 

Miles Rabinowitz, sued by his wife 
for. divorce, relieved when she re- 
frains from mentioning names. Sev- 
eral important theatrical figures said 
to have been involved, 

Berlin ukase forbids music teach- 
ers to give instruction to Jewish 
pupils. 

Eloise Hall, radio singer, of Fair- 
mount, W. Va., so badly injured in 
an auto accident last week that her 
father, a health officer, treated her 
not knowing she was his daughter. 
She died a few hours later in the 
Elkins hospital. 

Father Coughlin spanked by his 
Bishop for his remarks on Judge 
Black. Air talks to be more strictly 
censored, 

Deems Taylor, Alexander Smallens 
and Noel Strauss named judges in 
the N. Y. Symphony-Philharmonic 
American Composers contest. Con- 
test closes next Friday (15). 

American Booksellers Assn. pre- 
sents 200 volumes to the White 
House library. Third gift, bringing 
collection to 900 titles. 

D. D. Roland, 42, killed in a 60 
foot fall from his trapeze at Green- 
ville, Tenn., Oct. 7. 

Stepin Fetchit in another auto 
crash, this time in Brooklyn last 
Friday. Escaped injury. 

Convictions for drunk driving in 

N. Y. up 56% over last vear. 
_ Former home of Wallis Warfield, 
in Baltimore, recently operated as a 
museum, offered the Duke of Windsor 
if he comes over. 

Two electricians, relamping the 
marquee of the Mayfair, hurt Fri- 
day when th? high wind smashed 
their staging. 

United Irish Counties held a dance 
concert at the St. Nicholas Sunday. 
| Lasted from noon until nearly mid- 
night, with contests for all ages in 
jigs, reels, etc. More than 200 awards 
were made. 

‘Home Sweet Harlem’ has gone 
back to its original ‘Brown Sugar’ 
for a handle. George Abbott pro- 
duction with Negro cast. 

Dancing teachers told they are 
liable for Social Security tax if they 
employ one or more assistants. 

Chinatown got out its New Year 
dragons and went on a collecting 
tour Sunday. Proceeds for China's 
defense and plenty of coin. 

Hassart Short staging two musicals, 
‘Between the Devil’ and ‘Three 
Waltzes.’ Latter has a chorus that’s 
not on until the second act. 

Sticking to fight a fire in the pro- 
jection machine until forced to dive 
| from a window, Eugene Gibson, of 
the Franklin theatre, N. Y., broke 
his left leg. Firemen confined the 














flames to the projection room. House 
was crowded with a Saturday audi- 
ence, but no panic. 


Coast 








Divorce suit was filed in L. A. by 
Mrs. Leopoldine Herczeg against 
Geza Hercezeg, screenwriter, charging 
misconduct. She demands $750 a 
week alimony and $11,000 attorney's 
fees. 

Paul McVey, film actor who ac- 
companied the 20th-Fox expedition 
to Africa on the ‘Stanley and Living- 
stone’ picture, is being sent home a 
victim of jungle fever, according to 
a cable to the studio from Mrs. Osa 
Johnson. 

Jack West, brother of Mae, was 
haled into court at Los Angeles 
charged with neglecting his stock 
and was dismissed with a warning to 
clean up his corral and get along 
with his neighbors, 

Divorce decree was granted to 
Elizabeth Russell, film actress, from 
John Russell, advertising agent, in 
L. A. 

Charges of smuggling ducks over 
Mexican border lodged against Frank 
Capra were dismissed in L. A, 
federal court. 

George Hamilton, band leader, was 
granted a divorce in L. A. 

Tax deficiency amounting to $14,- 
183 registered against Claudette Col- 
bert was wiped out by decree of the 
Board of Tax Appeals. Ruth Chat- 
terton won a reduction from $10,343 
to $9,930, and Josef von Sternberg 
from $5,741 to $3,586. 

Annabelle Short, writer and ac- 
tress, won a divorce in Los Angeles 
from Ellis K. Short, former bank 
employee, on her testimony that he 
urged her to do a strip-tease act to 
support him. : 

Angela Raisch ‘Bennett won a di- 
vorce in L. A. from Richard Bennett, 
stage and screen actor, charging 
Bennett was ‘just impossible to live 


with. 

John R. Roland, father of Ruth 
Roland, late film player, filed a con- 
test of her will, under which he was 
bequeathed $100. Roland charges 
she was of unsound mind when she 
executed the instrument and that she 
was unduly influenced by_ her hus- 
band, Ben Bard, also that Bard sub- 
stituted a will written by himself 
instead of the one drawn up by his 
wife. 

Rosale Marquis, screen actress, 
filed suit for divorce in L. A, against 
William L. Waller, musician. ; 

George Auerbach, executive with 
B. P. Schulberg, is named as defend- 
ant in a divorce suit filed in L. A. by 
Mrs. Helen Coburn Auerbach, former 
actress, who charges misconduct. 
Schulberg and B. P. Schulberg Pro- 
ductions also are named defendants 
with Mrs. Auerbach seeking restrain- 
ing order to prevent disposal of com- 
munity property. 


MARRIAGES 


Betty Howe to Cassius Gay, Oct. 
7, in Los Angeles. Bride is former 
film player. Groom is songwriter. 

Ruth Ethel Weber to Leslie F. 
Hawes, Oct. 8, in Hollywood. Groom 
is special effects assistant at Co- 
lumbia. 2 

Jean Douglas, Sioux City radio 
singer, to Frank Silva, sports come 
mentator at WHAM, Rochester, i 
Bridgeport, Conn. 

Catherine Lipske to C. J. Schuep- 
bach, in St. Louis, Oct. 11. Groom 
is member of KLZ, Denver, sales 
staff. Bride is secretary to Aubrey 
Harris, ad manager, Washington 
Post. 

Margaret Marquis to David Me- 
Coig, Oct. 9, in Los Angeles. Bride 
is film player. Groom in Universal 
publicity department. : 

Sybil Leonard to Wilbur Fickel- 
berg, in Reno, Nevada, Oct. 1. Groom 
is manager of KFRC, San Francisco. 

Margaret McCann to John Stur- 
gess, Oct. 2, in Toronto. Both are 
radio and theatre singers, working 
Shea’s Buffalo, CBC network and 
WOR-WKBW, Buffalo. 

Dorothy Peters, Johannesburg ac- 
tress, to Edward Montague, second 
son of the Duke of Manchester, at 
Brighton registry office, England. 

Betty Roberson to Charley Day, 
New York, Oct. 5. Bride is of Gae 
Foster chorus; groom of the Eton 
Boys. 

Ruth L’Amour to Marcel LaMaze, 
at Ensenada, Cal., Oct. 5. Bride 1s 
film player. Groom operates Holly- 
wood cafe. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Jacques LaBelle, 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, Oct. 4 
Father is with Ken Martin’s ork. 

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew McEniry, 
daughter, in Denver. Father is a!- 
nouncer at KZL, Denver. 
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Agents Hold Bag on World Series 


Ducats; Yanks’ Victory Blowout 





Tickets for final game of the 
world’s series between the Yankees 
and Giants Sunday (10) were of- 
fered at any price by the agencies, 
with attendance away off. Rain on 
Saturday night and in the morning 
made the game an uncertainty, with 
chilly weather keeping plenty of fans 
away. At noon, however, it was an- 
nounced by radio that the game 
would be played and the rush to the 
Polo Grounds of the faithful started. 


There was little opportunity for 
the ticket brokers to get rid of allot- 
ments. Sale for the Sunday contest 
lagged because it was not sure there 
would be a game, since had the 
Yanks copped Saturday’s contest the 
series would have ended. Agency 
men in the hotels told would-be cus- 
tomers to name their own price and 
none attempted to get more than box 
office price. 

Tickets sold direct were in sets of 


three and as the series ended in five | 


games, three being played in the 
National League park, a refund is 
due those who bought the strip for 
the Yankee Stadium, where the 
sixth game would have been played 
Monday. New scheme for the kick- 
back was arranged. Persons with 
bank accounts were told to deposit 
the ticket just as though it was a 
check. Such tickets will be cleared 
through the Manufacturers Trust 
Co., which has many branches in the 
greater city. Indicated that there 
will be plenty of headaches for the 
banks before all the tickets are dis- 
posed of, while the Yankee office 
was relieved of a maze of detail. 


As soon as the Sunday game was 
over there was a rush by the win- 
ning management to stage the vic- 
tory dinner which was held at the 
Commodore hotel in the evening. 
Newspaper men and their wives at- 
tended along with the ball players, 
with but few of the Giant con- 
tingent showing up. Yanks antici- 
pated their victory and invitations 
were distributed, but there was no 
date on the cards. There were 50 
cases of champagne consumed, and 
the dinner celebration cost $18,000. 





Bryan, Jr., as Mediator 
For L. A-S. F. Feudists 


Washington, Oct. 12. 

William Jennings Bryan, Jr., son 
of the Great Commoner, was named 
assistant U. S. Commissioner for the 
San Francisco world’s fair Saturday 
(9). Appointment came from George 
Creel, prominent scribbler who is 
head Federal liaison man. 


Bryan, active in Southern Cali- 
fornia politics and prominent lawyer, 
was selected to give the Golden Gate 
show an all-state air and smooth 
over the traditional rivalry between 
Los Angeles and S.F. 


Carneys in Dixie Off 40% 


Chicago, Oct. 12. 

Reports from  carnies_ playing 
throughout south, southeast and 
southwest, are that business has 
dropped from 25 to 46% during past 
10 days. 

Up to Oct. 1, current season had 
shown a take up to 40% over 
previous couple years. 














FREE GATE HELPS DALLAS 


Dallas, Oct. 12. 

Removal of the gate tariff plus the 
presence in town of conventions 
with money-spending delegates has 
Started turnstiles to clicking once 
more and has spread a little happi- 
ness on the midway at the exposi- 
tion here, 

Attendance through Saturday had 
mounted to 1,898,965 for the.season, 
With 208,000 of that turning up in 
the first week of the free gate. 





Another ’Frisco Doings 


: San Francisco, Oct. 12. 
Treasure Island,’ San Francisco 


Bay site of the World's Fair, will be | 


opened for public inspection for the 
first time Oct. 24, 
Federal, state and civic biggies 


Will attend the ceremonies in con- | 


nection with the official turning over 


‘ of the island from the United States | 


Army to the City of San Francisco 
and the Exposition. 
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Whalen in Saddle 


Resignation of Grover Whalen as 
chairman of the Schenley Products 
Co. last week to devote full time to 
duties as president of New York 
World’s Fair was held in exposition 
circles as meaning that Manhattan’s 
1939 show had passed the organiza- 
tion-planning status and was forg- 
ing ahead into construction phase. 

Indicative of this was the an- 
nouncement that nearly 160 projects 
already have been set up by the 
Fair Corporation with more than 20 
exhibit buildings either being con- 
structed or designed. For the last 
two years Whalen has given only 
part of his time to the position of 
head of the fair, but with his elec- 
| tion to the presidency post, he now 
‘is on a full-time, paying basis. 











Bronx Sagebrusher 
Among Five Yippeers 


Five New Yorkers are entered in 
the rodeo at Madison Square Garden. 
Some are cowboys from _ upstate 
dude ranches, but one, who is a 
rodeo fan comes from the Bronx. 
Not too hot in the saddle, but is nuts 
on rodeos and enters every year. 


Another laddy, Emile Avery, ordi- 
'‘narily works for legit director 
Harry Wagstaff Gribble as his as- 
sistant. Listed as coming from Paris, 
Texas, he drops the legit to take a 
fling at the barebeck contests in the 
Garden every year. 





CARNEY MEN KILLED 


Salisbury, N. C., Oct. 12. 

Two men were electrocuted at 
Weldon; Oct, 1, when a transformer 
burned out and short-circuited the 
entire fair lighting system. 

Leonard Chamberlain, of Olean, 
N. Y., operator of a ferris wheel, 
and an unidentified man who joined 
the show a few days before at Rocky 
Mount were killed. The unidentified 
man was the operator of another 


In Rodeo; N. Y. Duders' 


_OUTDOORS—FORUM _ 


VARIETY 6% 
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Rodeo Shows 


(Continued from page 1) 








several partners, including Harry 
Knight, son-in-law of Tom Mix. 
Deal at the Garden is worked out 
with the Rodeo Corp. providing the 
show, while the Garden furnishes 
the house and the dough. Deal is 
on a cash, not percentage basis. 
; Usual gross at the Garden is between 
| $350,000-$400,000. Show also goes to 
Boston where gross runs to about 
$100,000. 

There are 192 contestants entered 
this year, each of whom pays en- 
trance fees of $15-$100. Purses this 
year for the 10 competitive events 
total $38,000. 

Some cowboys make an all-year- 
round busines of it, and average one 
rodeo a week throughout the year. 
Topnotchers in the field make from 
$7,000-$8,000 a year, but their ex- 
penses are very high. Best months 
for rodeo biz are July-October. 

For calf-ropers and bull-dogge.. 
expenses are even higher, as they 
must bring their own flesh to the 
show and pay the transportation ex- 
penses for same. 

Total value of the livestock in the 
Garden, according to Manager Col- 
burn, is $150,000. Estimates of the 
value of the cattle as meat from the 
p.a.’s office are $27,000. The animals, 
except for those brought by the 
cowboys themselves, include buck- 
ing, parade and trained — pickup 
horses. Other livestock includes 
| Mexican and Brahmin steers, roping 
or bull-dogging horses. Some horses 
cost $1,000, and officials travel all 
over to get the «ight flesh. 

Rodeos are divided into a big and 
small time. Big time outfits all be- 
long to the Rodeo Association of 
America, which has its headquarters 
in Salinas, Cal. There are about 
100 rodeas run by member outfits of 
this association in the country every 
year, and at least as many more by 
smaller groups. In some small 
towns, rodeos are frequently held 
just as social events. 

Entrants in the Garden rodeo sign 
a release freéing the officials from 
all liability for injury. The manage- 
ment has, however, always paid hos- 
pital bills for those injured. In ad- 
dition, for the past three years, 
Garden has given each contestant a 
bonus of $50. This is the first year 
| that entrance fees have been added 
to the purses. 

Walter Cravens, 29, of Butler, 
Okla., who was trampled to death 
by a steer last Saturday night and 
died early the next morning on Oct. 
10, was given a private funeral in 
the Garden last night following the 
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Mad. Sq. Rodeo Starts Briskly 
With Thrills Still Appealing 


> ——_ 








Finale of the rodeo season is on 
what with the ‘world’s champion- 
ships’ starting at Madison Square 
Garden last Wednesday (6) for an 

Robert P. Wadlow, 8 foot 6 inch| 18-day period which will expire Oct. 
giant of Alton, Il, near here, last| 24. Although the comp line stretched 
week filed a libel suit in Chicago! towards Ninth avenue on the debut 
against the American Medical As-| evening, it was claimed that the take 
sociation for $150,000 damages which| was several thousands ahead of the 
he contends was due to an article! premiere last season. 
printed in the Association's journal.| From the run-off of events it was 
He said the article, while not men - | indicated that the stock was fresh 
tioning him by name, referred to him | for the Garden showings. Some of 
~~ RW. and the remarkable school- the broncs carried the same tags as 
boy giant of Alton, Ciscussed his| heretofore but were as onery as 
physical a poe ‘ever. For instance in the bareback 
Ito be held ee malic -2id ule | conte Ive Angel tossed his pros- 
'which resulted in ‘cree? thesia: an- | Pec ve ider with as much alacrity 
guisis. in fact only one hand stayed 
| Robert, who is 19 years old and time signal sounded. 

In the wild steer riding event the 


weighs 425 pounds, appeared with 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey cir- | longhorns were as difficult to mas- 
There were no stayers for the 


cus for six weeks last Spring. | ter. 
number of seconds. An 


requisite 
event that has gained in favor is 
FXP0 MUST RAZE the wild cow milking contest. It was 


started as a gag several years ago 


Giant Feels Hurt 


St. Louis, Oct. 12. 
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| but is now one of the outstanding 
contests. Only two or three teams 
completed the event within the 65- 
second time limit. Most of the others 
either failed in roping the cows or 
the animals eluded them after the 
milker started, 


Among the new events so far as 
this outfit is concerned is a Roman 
jump over a motor*car, with full 
credit to the dealer who supplied the 
machine. Bill Kean, standing on two 
nags, made the leap. First attempt 
he slipped but held balance on ce 
horse. Another first-time event had 
two Texas youngsters in trick rop- 
ing. They are Gene and Donald 
McLaughlin, respectively seven and 
eight years of age. 


Standards 
Hardy Murphy and his trained 
horse, Buck, are present for the 
sixth successive year. Routine is 
somewhat shortened and that made 
his contribution the more effective. 


Cleveland, Oct. 12. 

Hope by sponsors of saving money 
on wrecking of Great Lakes Exposi- 
tion, which closed a fortnight ago, 
was shattered when city’s officials 
point blank turned down plan to 
keep several of the buildings as 
permanent exhibits, 

Lincoln Dickey and W. T. Holliday, 
heads of the 1937 fair, offered the 
councilmen everything on the lake- 
front—as a gift—if city would as- 
sume responsibility of restoring 
grounds to original condition. Ex- 

ense would run up to $25,000, for ‘ ; 
e hich the Expo io oe up a ‘Tony the Wop,’ swith his educated 
bond, and hated to give up. Dickey | mule, ‘Mae West,’ was a newcomer. 
and Holliday had previously talked | Turn which was spotted too late hes 
about selling exhibs to Cleveland been with smaller western rodeos 
for $100,000, but changed it to a sil- | for some time, Ted Allen, the horse- 
ver-platter offer. shoe pitching wonder, is again one of 

Even then councilmen retorted| the show’s good things, and so is 
they wouldn’t accept buildings. | Tom Nesbitt the clown, who grabbed 
Thumbs-down gesture kills proposal | the tails of longhorns after they had 








riding device, performance. 


What They Think 


A Killer of Radio? 
Boston, Oct. 11. 














I stili believe there are plenty of 
fresh minds for radio, comics with 


Editor, VARIETY: new ideas, singers who don’t all 
As an old listener-inner my ears} sound alike. All they need is a 
are getting plenty tired. Sameness | chance. 


killed vaudeville and it will eventu- Clarence W. Butcher. 
ally do the same for the radio...Do —_—_—_—_—_ 

you remember the time in vaude- Pennies From Heaven 

ville when they had five dancing New York, Oct, 6. 
acts on one bill? Three and four | Editor Variety: 

piano acts? Etc., etc. Well they’re| For more than 20 years I have 
doing the same on the radio only | been reading Variety, but it re- 
under different sponsors’ names, mained for last week’s issue to do 


of using Billy Rose’s Aquacade as an 
outdoor theatre for operas and con- 
certs. It also is a set-back for local 
backers who wanted to hold their 
world poultry conference next year 
in fair’s Hall of Progress and In- 
dustrial building, which are being 
torn down. 

Holliday’s last hopes went flying 
when the canny burghers refused to 
buy ‘Streets of World’ section for fu- 
ture expositions. Apparently they 
are fed up on them after having one 
for two years. 

Although centennial is over, about 
10 lawsuits and bankruptcy actions 
against concessionnaires have yet to 
be settled. A nationally known pro- 
moter who had a major exhibit here 
is even bein® sued for not paying 
his laundry bills for four months. 


been tossed in the steer wrestling 
(bulldogging) event. Another event 
of the comedy kind is the basket 
ball game as played on horseback. 
It is now one of the show’s regular 
contests. Rodeo cleaned up last sea- 
son and being a worth while evening, 
should repeat this time. 


First casualty occurred Saturday, 
when Walter Cravens of Butler, 
Okla., was so badly hurt by a steer 
that he died in Polyclinic hospital 
Sunday (10). As he fell off the 
animal he was kicked, the longhorn 
then stamping on the cowhand. Five 
ribs were fractured and a lung was 
punctured, death resulting from in- 
ternal hemorrhages. Cravens had 
won the steer riding contest at the 
Amarillo, Tex., rodeo this season. 


Sunday I listened in to Phil Baker, 
Tim and Irene, Georgie Jessel. ..all 
swell performers and good comics... 
but not only they but nearly all the 
other weekday programs have the 
same formula. Viz, Announcer in- 
troduces m.c. with an insult; m.c. in 
turn insults the orchestra leader; 
dumb girl comes on and insults both 
of them; then the tenor comes in 
and gets insulted all around; the girl 
sticks up for him because they are 
trying to make each other. Then 
they all insult the announcer who 
nearly always is a fat guy or maybe 


me a great favor and a real service. 
In Inside Stuff Legit, my name was 
listed, among others, as the owner of 
an inactive deposit account in a sav- 
ings bank: I had entirely forgotten 
this; it came as an absolute surprise 
to me; and if it hadn’t been in 
Variety I should never had known 
it as I never looked at the lists in the 
dailies, 
Hamilton Mott. 
Frances Farmer’s Work 
Mt. Kisco, N. Y., Oct. 8. 
Editor, VARIETY: 











Walter Hulley, manager of Artists 
and Models Bureau, had $7,000 of 
Aquacade’s receipts attached in his 
suit against Billy Rose and Rube 
Bernstein. Booker claims they dam- 
aged his business to that extent by 
posting a sign saying that show-girls 
did not have to pay him or anybody 
10% agents’ commission. Since case 
was filed, Hulley alleges that Bern- 
stein and Rose made a settlement | Rice Circus had its paper up. But 
offer of $100, which he turned down. | the only part of it that arrived was 
ae a truck and trailer containing two 


hungry lions. 
Horses, Horses, Horses 


TOUGH ON THE LIONS 


Rice Shew Switches Route But For- 
gets to Tell One Driver 








Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 12. 
One day last week was supposed to 
be circus day at Hickory. The Dan 





In your issue of Oct. 6, you remark 
|on page 55 that Frances Farmer’s 


or has a dialect. They all go into a  . {ergs - 
skit about the west or the south, work in ‘Ebb Tide cinched the job 
lead in the new Odets 


. of femm 
and introduce a Hebe or Greek | e 


comic, and they end up the program | Play, ‘Golden Gloves. 


insulting the intelligence of Oe geod a ceaa atten pce 
|listener with a long blurb of the! Joe in ‘At Mrs. Beam’s’ and ‘The 
| product. Or even giving the listener | petrified Forest’ which caused Mr. 
a prize for listening. : | Odets and Mr. Clurman to offer her 
| They all seemed to be doing car-/ this role. A telephone call to either 
| bon copies of Jack Benny and Fred | of these gentlemen will confirm this. 
| Allen’s programs, I would appreciate your calling 
| Remember what I tell you...the| the attention of your readers to this 
sameness will kill radio the same as | matter, in which Mr. Richard Skin- 
it has vaudeville. It’s remarkable | ner and I take some pride. We per- 
how long these comics have lasted. | suaded Miss Farmer to come on from 
| Maybe it isn’t their fault (I don’t | Hollywood to play at this theatre 





a skinny guy, or just wears spats, 





mean lasting, I mean the formula), and the Country Playhouse, West- | 


it may be the advertising agencies’ gort, this summer under our man- 


| fault. | agement. 
‘If it's good enough for Benny and | Day Tuttle. 
| Allen it’s good e h for us,’ seems | Director The Westchester 
to be the idea. Folio Play 





Indianapolis, Oct. 12. 
An attendance of 16,000, claimed 
to be the largest in the world for an 
event of its kind, was hung up Sun- 
day (10), by the 5th Annual Indiana 





Saddle Horse Roundup, held on 
Greeg’s farm 10 miles north of the 
city. 


At one time, 452 horses and their 
riders were in the arena. 


Circus Routes 


Week of Oct. 18 
Barnes-Sells-Floto 

sco, Tex... 18; 

20; Big Spring, 21; 


Cole, Beatty-Maynard 
Alexandria, La., 18: Monroe 19 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 


Vemphis, 





Midland, 2 


Pecos, 


Tenn., 18; Jackson 19 
( "+ ' 


10 », 24 


| rect 


Several performers who claimed 
they were unpaid, and local busine:s 
men with bills against the circus, at- 
tached the two lions. 

The tangled situation resulted 
when the circus suddenly changed 
its itinerary upon leaving Salisbury, 
and instead of catching Hickory, the 
next booking, the show made a di- 
jump to Greenville, Tenn. 
There were reports that getting inio 
another state wa: a method of 
handling persistent creditors. 


In some manner Virgil B. Dare, 


| who had the two lions in tow was 


| 
| 





not informed of the last-minu‘e 


| changes in plans, and he ended up ai 


Abilene, 19; Colorado, | 


Hickory as the only unit of the show 
there. After being a problem on the 
hands of sheriff’s officers for some 
four days, the circus management 
settled the matter and reclaimed the 
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WHY THE NEW N'cl 
Open Golf Champion, 
Ralph Guldahl (righi), 
prefers Camels. In his 
own words: “Camels are 
different from other 
cigarettes. You see, play- 
ing against an all-star 
field, my nerves run the 
gauntlet. Camel's mild, | \ 
rich tobaccos don't jan- ae 
gle my nerves.” ee on 













ext 


GIRL RODEO CHAMPION. 
Rose Davis (/eft) says: 
“Camels always appeal to 
me, but I think the Cam- 
els at mealtimes are the 
most enjoyable of all.” 





DOROTHY MALONE, 
food editor (right), says: 
“Comments show my 
women readers find 
smoking Camelsa pleas- 
ant way to encourage 
good digestion. I my- 
self smoke Camels.” 


B. C. SIMPSON (/e/?), Texas 
oil-well shooter: “Handling 
explosives makes me careful 
not to save frazzled nerves. 
I’m all for Camels. They 
couldn’t be better if they 
were made to order.” 





ACTIVE IN SOCIETY. 
Mrs. Ogden Hammond, 
Je. (right) says: “No 
matter where I am— 
you'll always find me 
with Camels. They don’t 
tire my taste.” 





“VE BEEN A FIRE 
FIGHTER now for 11 
years,” says Frank 
Gilliar.“Smoke? You 
bet I do. And I'm 
particular about my 
brand. It’s Camels. 
There’s the cigarette, 
if you want mild- 
mess! They're the 
last word in flavor.” 





A QUueEsTl 


ls Camel justified i 








ON PEOPLE OFTEN ASK: 


n Spending Extra 
Millions for Gostlier Tobaccos? 












THE ANSWER I$ THIS: 


CAMELS ARE THE LARGEST SELING 
CAGARETTE IN AMERICA 





It is homespun fact that nothing man does to tobacco 
can take the place of what Nature does. Camels are.made 
of finer tobaccos into which Nature put extra goodness. 


HERE’S only one way to get 
the best tobaccos. That’s to 
pay more for them. 

It is a well-known fact that 
Camel pays millions more, year in 
and year out, for finer tobaccos. 
It’s the natural way to put more 
enjoyment into smoking. 

People have confidence in these 
finer tobaccos. More and more 
smokers turn to Camels. They find 
that Camels are naturally milder 
and that the full natural flavor of 
their costlier tobaccos is brought 
to perfection in the Camel blend. 





THE NEW 
CAMEL CARAVAN 


Two great shows in an 
hour’s entertainment! 


Includes “Jack Oakie College” and 
Benny Goodman’s “Swing School”! 
Sixty fast minutes of grand fun 
and music. Every Tuesday night at 
9:30 pm E.S.T., 8:30 pm C.S.T., 
7:30 pm M.S.T., 6:30 pm P.S.T., 
WABC-Columbia Network. 





Copyright, 1937, R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co., Winston-Salem, N. G, 






If you are not smoking Camels, 
try them now. And see if you, 
too, don’t find that Camels mean 
unfailing pleasure! 
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BLACKSMITH, Fd Deal, 
likes man-size meals 
and plenty of Camels 
with them. “For diges- 
tion’s sake, smoke Cam- 
els’ is my rule,” says Ed. 
“Camels add a lot of 
pleasure to my meals.” 





““CAMELS go on my 
shopping list regularly,” 
says Mrs. Richard Hem- 
ingway, matron. “I never 
want to be without 
Camels. When I feel 
tired, I get the grand- 
est ‘lift? with a Camel.” 





“VE GOT TO have a 
cigarette that’s mild,” 
says Uva Kimmey, girl 
parachute jumper. “So 
I'm a Camel smoker. I 
have found Camels so 
truly mild I can smoke 
as much as I wish with- 
out jangled nerves.” 





FLIGHT DISPATCHER, 
H.G. Andrews,attheNew- 
ark Airport, often must 
contact 8 big planes at 
once. He says: “And that 
brings metoone of thead- 
vantages I find in Camels. 
Ismoke plenty of Camels. 
They don’t frazzle my 
nerves.” 





Costlier Tobaccos in a Matchless Blend 


Camels are a matchless blend of finer, MORE EXPENSIVE TOBACCOS 
—Turkish and Domestic. The skillful blending of leaf with leaf brings 
out the full, delicate flavor and mildness of these choice tobaccos. 
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